
When Donna Putzer, bookkeeper at St. Mary in Hurley, was asked to write a 

short paragraph for this newsletter on the advantages of using the QuickBooks 

remote system (see page2) she ended her writing with “I guess you really CAN 

teach an old dog new tricks.”  When I saw that, I decided I wanted to use a dog 

theme for this edition.  Then I opened my religious resource for humor and filler 

stories, The Joyful Noiseletter, and found this article quite appropriate: 

~~~   ~~~   ~~~   ~~~    

“Joyful Noiseletter consulting editor Andy Fisher and his wife, Annie, went to 

New York for St. Patrick’s Cathedral’s annual Christmas concert, and were 

surprised to see the statue of a dog among the animals in the 

cathedral’s nativity scene. 

 

When they met Msgr. Robert Ritchie, the cathedral’s rector, 

the priest told them the statue was a representation of his 

beloved yellow Lab “Lexington,” who died a couple years 

ago. 

 

Ritchie was heartbroken.  He had had Lexington since he was a puppy and was 

always “full of love, licking my hand.” 

 

He got the 25- inch dog statue from an Italian art studio, which carved figures of 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and animals in the creche. 

 

Ritchie said that for years he had felt something was missing from the 

cathedral’s creche.  “I was previously in two parishes where they had dogs in 

their creches, so I said, ‘St. Patrick’s had to have a dog.’” 

 

 One parishioner commented: “I think it makes sense.  

 Jesus was a kindhearted person, so why wouldn’t he have  

 grown up with a dog?” 

 

 Andy Fisher commented: “Msgr. Ritchie is a man who  

 understands love.”” 

From JoyfulNoiseletter.com 
 

Rebecca Aitken 

Parish Accounting Clerk/Newsletter Editor 
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Bookkeeping Tips 
 

 Tip #1:   

If you are finding that QuickBooks is switching to  

Single User mode quite often, it is most likely due to 

either of the following reasons: 

1) The data base service has shut off and was 

re-started by our IT service.  This will cause  

you to have to switch back to Multi User  

mode manually. 

2) QuickBooks has not been configured to 

automatically open in Multi-User mode. 

So… To configure QuickBooks to automatically  

open in Multi User mode: 

a) Go to FILE & click, Open & Restore  

a Company File 

b) Select Open a Company File and 

click Next 

c) Highlight the file name (your parish 

name or number) 

d) At the bottom of this window, put a  

check mark in the box Open in Multi User 

Mode 

e) Click Open 

Now each time you open this Company 

File from this computer, it will be in 

Multi User Mode. 

 

 

Satisfied Bookkeeper:   

As an "Older" bookkeeper I was very slow in accepting the new online 

bookkeeping.  I thought I was doing just fine with the old ways,  

making copies and mailing all the information to Superior.  After some 

serious thought and asking questions I decided to give it a try.  THANK  

GOODNESS!  Being online took me some getting used to but it is so much 

easier and faster to balance the books and get the help I need when I  

couldn't find my mistake.  Cindy and Beckie have always been very, very 

helpful but it is much easier when they can go online  

and see where I made my error.  Thanks to doing 

the books online I am done in less than half the 

time it used to take me the old way.   

  

I guess you really CAN teach an old dog new tricks.   

 
Contributed by Donna Putzer 

St. Mary of the Seven Dolors 
Hurley, WI  54534 

 

Coming soon: 

 
World Mission 

Sunday 

Account #2250 

October 18, 2015 

October 23, 2016 

 

 
Diocesan Catholic Schools 

Account #2230 

Jan 31-Feb 6, 2016 

 

 

Tip #2:   

How long and whether to save the Status 

Animarum is at the discretion of the local parish 

administration.  The diocese does maintain 

electronic copies of the SAQ reports that have 

been submitted in the past.  Probably the most 

compelling reason to maintain the records at the 

parish is that the information maintained by the 

diocese is in a format that is quite difficult to 

utilize because it does not include the questions, 

only the answers.  If a new Pastor comes, and you 

have these reports readily available, he can easily 

review the SAQ and see a lot of history for the 

parish.  It would also be beneficial to keep at 

least the last 10 years’ reports as a reference to 

be used in long term planning in your  

 parish/cluster. 
 

  

Dc. Dennis Geisler 

                  Former Director 

of Diaconal Life 

 

 
 

Sign in a veterinarian’s clinic: 

“Be back in 5 minutes. 

Sit! Stay!” from JoyfulNoiseletter.com 
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Suggestions 
 

Time to Promote Giving at Year End 
 

Check out the Charitable Gift Planning Site:  

at www.catholicdos.org under the Stewardship Tab 
 

A valuable resource for charitable gift planning that can be used in your 

parish bulletin to promote Year End Giving. 
 

It's no secret that the ministries of the parish depend upon the stewardship and 

goodwill of your parishioners. We've created this easy-to-understand Web  

site to help parishioners understand that there are many easy giving options  

from which they can choose.  
 

If they're not sure where to begin, they can try the Build Your Gift planner.  

By answering a few basic questions, this interactive tool steps them through 

the process of narrowing down choices.  
 

If they already have gift options in mind, they can click on Compare Gifts to see how choices match up or 

click on eBrochures to request over 30 specific informational brochures on a planning option.  
 

Contact Steven Tarnowski, Director of Development at 715-394-0223 or starnowski@catholicdos.org 

with any questions. 

 
 

Health Enews ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~    

 
13 Ways to Live Your Life to the Fullest!  Volume 1, Issue 8 

 September 22, 2015 

1. Live everyday with a fresh new start. Don’t be held back with what happened yesterday, 

the day before, the week before, or the year before!  

2. Quit complaining. Don’t be like a howling dog, always howling and never doing anything. 

Stop complaining about your problems and work on them instead.  

3. Live more consciously everyday. Stop sleepwalking through your life. Your life is to be 

experienced, not coasted through.  

4. Hold yourself to the highest conduct. Each of us have our own set of ethics, principles, 

and moral codes. Live true to them everyday.  

 5. Learn from criticism. Be open to criticism but not affected by it.  

 Criticism is meant to help you be a better person. Learn from it.  

 6. Be positive. Is the glass half empty or half full? How about  

 neither? It’s actually all full! The bottom half is water and the top  

 half is air. It’s all a matter of perception. Take on empowering  

 perceptions, not those that bind you. If you can see the positive side 

  of things, you’ll be able to live a much richer life. Purge  

 unnecessary negativity from your life.  (continues on page 4) 
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Health Enews – continued from page 4 
 

7. Be empathetic. If everyone only sees life from their own perspective, we’ll be forever 

close-minded and insular. See things from others’ shoes.  

8. Be compassionate. Show compassion and kindness to everyone around you.  

9. Forgive those who have done you wrong in the past. “To forgive is to set a 

prisoner free and realize it was you” –Lewis B. Smedes.  

10. Do a kind deed each day. What is something you can do to make someone’s day? Go 

do it!  

11. Keep developing yourself. Equip yourself with a huge breadth of knowledge. Learn 

new skills, pick up different hobbies, study different fields.  

12. Stretch yourself. What are you doing now? How can you achieve more? Set bigger 

goals. Explore your limits and break them.  

13. Give more than you receive. There is so much unspeakable joy that comes from 

giving. And when you keep giving, you’ll find you actually receive a lot more in return.  

Catholic ERM 

 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

“Man’s worst sin towards our fellow creatures is not to hate them, 

but to be indifferent to them; that’s the essence of inhumanity.” 

 - George Bernard Shaw 

 From JoyfulNoiseletter.com 

 



 
 

 

Finance Department 

Personnel Directory 
 

 

 

 

 

Director of Finance 

Richard Lyons 
715-394-0203 

rlyons@catholicdos.org 

 

Assistant Finance Director 

Cindy Gronski 
715-394-0230 

cgronski@catholicdos.org 

 

Supervisor or Insurance Admin. 

Bernie Kroseman 
715-394-0232 

bkroseman@catholicdos.org 

 

Accounting Clerk  

(A/P, A/R, Collection Checks, Stipends,  

St. Pius Priest Fund, Diocesan Payroll) 

Sheryl Petrey 
715-394-0210 

spetrey@catholicdos.org 

 

Parish Accounting Clerk 
(Internal Audits, PC Site Uploads, 

QuickBooks Consultant, Newsletter  
Production) 

Rebecca (Beckie) Aitken 

715-394-0231 

baitken@catholicdos.org 

 
Data Base Manager / Gifts Processor 
(from the Department of Stewardship and 

Development Office) 

Cathy Lovejoy 
715-394-0226 

clovejoy@catholicdos.org 
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IRS Form 1099 
 

The 2015 version of the IRS "Tax Guide for Churches and Religious 
Organizations" is available at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf.  You'll note 
this document was revised in August 2015.  A lengthy read but if you look on page 
28, you'll see a chart that describes when a church entity must complete a 1099-
MISC.   
 

For more information on the effect of the 2012 repeal of the Form 1099 reporting 
requirements and the law that remains, see this 2011 article, 

https://www.gsblaw.com/news/legal_update/form_1099_reporting_two_burdensom
e_rules_repealed_but_some_traps_remain/.  This is from a national law firm.  
 

All reportable payments in a calendar year accumulating to $600 or more are 
reported on form 1099 except payments to certain corporations. Reportable 
payments generally include forms of compensation to independent contractors, 
interest, rents, royalties, attorneys' fees, etc. The most common payments made 
by parishes, schools and cemeteries are made to independent contractors.  
 

It is also a good time to review your processes for maintaining vendor files. For 
example, a little spring-cleaning by eliminating duplicates and vendors that are no 
longer working for you would increase efficiency. It would also be a good idea to 
obtain updated W-9's if you haven't already done it.  
 

Please Note: If an independent contractor does not provide a tax identification 
number, the payments are subject to backup with-holding per IRS Publication 1281 
 

Reprinted with permission by contributing writers Rod Kollman, Diocese of Winona, MN,  
and Kim Wadas, Associate Director for Education and Health Care 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you are using the QuickBooks remote system or sending 

monthly reports to the Parish Communication site, please give me 

a quick email when you have completed your monthly bank 

reconciliations.  Please include: 

1) Your name (there are more than one Mary, Sandy, etc.) 

2) Your Parish name and number (there are more than one St. 

Anthony, St. Peter, etc.) 

3) Which month you have reconciled 

Thank you so much.  –Beckie Aitken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This publication is intended to be a helpful, educational tool for the parish worker. It will include items 

such as updates, helpful tips, information that needs revisiting, contacts, resources, etc. 
 

If you would like to see something specific addressed in an upcoming newsletter, please contact 

Beckie Aitken at raitken@catholicdos.org or 715-394-0231. 

 

   


