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The Year of Mercy 
By: Andi Heither 

 

Pope Francis has declared 2015-2016 to be a 
Jubilee Year of Mercy.  He hopes that the 
year will be “steeped in mercy, so that we 
can go out to every man and woman, 
bringing the goodness and tenderness of 
God!  May the balm of mercy reach 
everyone, both believers and those far away, 
as a sign that the Kingdom of God is already 
present in our midst!  (Misericordiae Vultus, 
5) 
 

God’s mercy is his defining characteristic.  
After humanity’s first parents sinned against 
him, the Father immediately started 
preparing them for the Savior.  In Jesus’ 
death on the Cross, God showed the extent 
of his mercy to the human race. 
 

So, “Merciful like the Father”, therefore, is the motto of 
this Holy Year.  In mercy, one finds proof of how much 
God loves.  “He gives his entire self, always, freely, 
asking nothing in return.  He comes to our aid whenever 
we call upon him. (Misericordiae Vultus, 14) 
 

The Pope’s desire is not only for each member of the 
Church to realize the abundant mercy and love God has 
for them, but to extend that mercy even to “the fringes 
of society”.  He calls the Church to “open our eyes and 
see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers 
and sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us 
recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for 
help! 
 

What is a Jubilee Year? 
A Jubilee Year is a special tradition within the Church 
that has its roots in ancient Israel.  In the Old Testament, 
a Jubilee Year was proclaimed every 50 years, and during 

that time slaves were released, and land 
and property were redeemed, a year of 
the Lord’s favor.  Today, Jubilee Years are 
every 25 years, with extraordinary years 
proclaimed for special events or needs. 
 

2015 is an Extraordinary Jubilee Year.  
The typical events of a Jubilee Year will be 
celebrated.  The primary of these is the 
opening of the Holy Doors, both at all the 
major churches in Rome and at the 
cathedral of every diocese, that the 
faithful may pass through the door and 
“experience the love of God who 
consoles, pardons, and instils hope”.  
(Misericordiae Vultus, 3) 

 

This Jubilee Year will be celebrated December 8, 2015 – 
November 20, 2016. 
 

What are the Works of Mercy? 
The Works of Mercy are “charitable actions by which we 
come to the aid of our neighbors in their bodily and 
spiritual needs.” (CCC 2447)  They are a call to us from 
heaven to “be merciful, as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 
6:36) 
 

Pope Francis wants the Church to reflect on the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy during the Year of Mercy as 
“a way to reawaken our conscience”.  He notes that they 
are the measure by which we can tell if we have been 
living as disciples of Christ. 
 

More information and resources are found on the 
diocesan website at www.catholicdos.org.   
 

Andi Heither, is a student at Benedictine College in Atchison, KS and 
served as the Diocesan Totus Tuus Intern during the summer of 2015. 
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Start Anew in Christ 

Pope Francis’ Direction to Teachers of the Faith 

By: Peggy M. Schoenfuss 
 

By the gift of our baptism we are all called to be 
catechists.  The term catechist is derived from the Greek 
word catechism which means, “to teach orally”.  Some of 
us have been chosen for the vocation of catechist to 
specifically help others encounter Christ through 
teaching the faith.  In this role we are not simply asked 
to teach from a text, but rather to show witness, 
knowledge and compassion of Christ. 
 

In addressing the International Congress on Catechesis in 
September of 2013, Pope Francis emphasized that 
“catechesis is a pillar of faith education and we need 
good catechists.”  He stressed that to be a good 
catechist, an individual needs to “be” a catechist not just 
do the “work” of a catechist.  Those of us who teach, 
have heard the Chinese proverb: “Teach me and I’ll 
forget; show me and I may remember; involve me and 
I’ll understand.”  This is what Pope Francis is referring 
to.  We can tell and show others about the faith, but 
until they are immersed with the love of Christ, through 
the catechist, or teacher, the individual will not come to 
accept, know and grow in his or her faith.  Pope Francis 
offers these three habits that help an individual “be” a 
good catechist: 
 

Abide in Me 
Abide in Me, and I in 

you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself 

unless it abides in the vine, 
so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I 

am the vine, you are the branches; he who 
abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, 

for apart from Me you can do nothing. If 
anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown 
away as a branch and dries up; and they 

gather them, and cast them into the fire and 
they are burned.  (John 15:4-6) 

 

From this passage we know that every catechist should 
witness and reflect that, “my teaching is not from 
myself: it comes from the one who sent me” (John 
7:16).  Pope Francis reinforced that “being a catechist is 
not a title, it is an attitude.”  He focuses on the fact that 
we as catechists need to first and foremost have a 
personal relationship with Christ.  Do we share our 
innermost desires and frustrations with the Lord?  Do we 
let ourselves “be looked at by the Lord?”  Do we have a 

friendship with the Lord?  Do we let the Lord truly see 
us?  Do we let the Lord love us?   
 

If we struggle with being one with the Lord, we need to 
personally grow in this part of faith.  Others learning 
their faith look to catechists as witnesses - those who 
help guide and show example to others.  All of us, being 
human, have vulnerabilities and are prone to sin, but do 
we show witness to others by always growing in our 
faith, by trying to always choose to do what is right and 
to try to not give in to our vulnerabilities and sin?   
 

What can help us to grow in this personal 
witness?  Prayer! Develop a prayer life.  Find a way to 
pray for God’s strength to be guided by and be with Him 
at all times of the day and night.  If it is simply saying, 
“Thank you God, for this beautiful day.” That is a 
start.  What are some other ways to pray? Rather than 
fall back to sleep when you hit the snooze button in the 
morning, stay awake and thank and petition God for the 
day to come.  Find fifteen minutes of each day to read or 
listen to a podcast of the Gospel reading and reflect on 
it.  Write in a prayer journal, listing your prayers and 
petitions.  Give yourself an hour of time to “rest in the 
Lord” at adoration.  There are many ways to pray.  Find 
the way that fits your time and style. 
 

We are beside ourselves 
For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 
God; if we are of sound mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ controls us, 
having concluded this, that one died for 
all, therefore all died; and He died for 
all, so that they who live might no longer live 
for themselves, but for Him who died and rose 
again on their behalf. (2 Corinthians 5:13-15) 
 

What this means is that we need to imitate and be with 
Christ by putting our own needs and desires behind and 
go out and encounter others.  Pope Francis said, “the 
more that you unite yourself to Christ and he becomes 
the center of your life, the more he leads you out of 
yourself, leads you from making yourself the center and 
opens you to others.”  How do we do this?  First and 
foremost we need to ask the Holy Spirit for the strength 
to guide us in doing God’s will rather than our own.  We 
need to ensure that we share the kerygma with others. 
 

What is the kerygma?  It is the initial gospel 
proclamation designed to introduce a person to 
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Christ.  We need to share the story of Christ with 
others.  We need to explain to others who Christ is.  How 
do we do this?  We tell his story - His birth, His ministry, 
His death and His Resurrection.  We share why these 
things are important.  Why Christ’s story is the example 
by which we should live our lives.  Christ is the 
foundation of our faith.  Without Him we have 
nothing.  As Rev. David Neuschwander stated in one of 
his homilies, “I am Catholic because it is the best way to 
live.”  Share with others why you are Catholic.  Why 
being Catholic is the best way to live.  If you don’t know 
why… find out! 
 

Arise and go to Nineveh 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second 
time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and 
proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell 
you.” So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
great city, a three days’ walk. Then Jonah began to go 
through the city one day’s walk; and he cried out and 
said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they 
called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to 
the least of them. When God saw their deeds that they 
turned from their wicked way God relented concerning 
the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon 
them. But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became 
angry. Then the Lord said, “You had compassion on the 
plant for which you did not work and which you did not 
cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished 
overnight. Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the 
great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons 
who do not know the difference between their right and 
left hand, as well as many animals?” (Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; 
4:1, 10-11) 
 

What Pope Francis has said is , we need to 1) have a 
personal relationship with Christ, 2) share His story with 
others, and as God commanded Jonah 3) “not be afraid 
to go with him to the outskirts”.  Not everyone who 
needs to see our witness or hear the kerygma is coming 
to Mass every week.  Not everyone who comes to Mass 
every week knows the story.  Not everyone we 
encounter every day sees our witness or knows the 
story.  More often than not, we need to seek out those 
who need God just as God asked Jonah to do. 
 

Pope Francis emphasizes that, “He [God] is always bigger 
than our little way of seeing things!  God is creative, he is 
not closed, and so he is never inflexible.  God is not rigid! 
He welcomes us; he meets us; he understands us.  To be 
faithful, to be creative; we need to be able to 
change.  And why must I change?  So that I can adapt to 
the situations in which I must proclaim the 
Gospel.”  Christ is our guide.  The needs of children, 
youth, parents and adults today are important.  They 
may be different than our personal experiences, but this 
is why Pope Francis asks us to “go outside 
ourselves”.  We need to see everyone as a special gift 
from God.  We need to know that “Jesus is waiting for us 
in the hearts of our brothers and sisters, in their 
wounded bodies, in their hardships, in their lack of 
faith.  Jesus is there, waiting for us to help a child to 
make the sign of the cross.  He’s always there first.” 
 

Where do we start?  The Sign of the Cross.  Do we 
understand the simple prayer we are saying when we 
make that Sign of the Cross.  We are professing our faith 
in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit.  We are blessing ourselves and those who see us 
with God’s loving presence.  Teach others to be bold in 
making this sign at all times, in all places, with all 
people.  In doing this, Pope Francis cautions us to be 
careful!  “Jesus does not say: Go off and do things on 
your own.  Jesus says: Go, for I am with you!”  Always 
show witness with Christ present. 
 

Start Anew 
To “be” a catechist requires love.  Christ’s love.  This is 
Christ’s gift to us!  This love comes from Christ and starts 
with Christ.  To accept this love, we need to “start anew 
with Christ”.  What does this mean?  It means to 1) be 
close to Christ, 2) imitate Him by leaving ourselves 
behind and going out to encounter others, and 3) not be 
afraid to go with Him to the outskirts.  With the direction 
of Pope Francis, “Let us have the audacity to mark out 
new paths for proclaiming the Gospel.” 
 

Peggy M. Schoenfuss, MAE, is the Director of Catholic Formation for 
the Diocese of Superior. 
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“Do as I say, not as I do” 

The Need for Empowering Parents in Faith Formation 

By: Christopher Hurtubise 

 

When I was growing up the two most important men in 
my life were both huge golf fans. My grandfather and my 
dad both played, watched and talked about golf. All big 
events like family reunions, fathers days, and birthdays 
included golf in some way. 
 
When I was in grade school I loved playing mini-golf and 
going to the driving range with my dad. I would choke up 
on his clubs and do my best to imitate his swing. Around 
fourth or fifth grade I got my first set of club — I think it 
only had a few irons, a driver and a putter, but I was 
thrilled. Now I could play just like my dad, my grandpa, 
my uncles and my cousins! 
 
I still remember my first birdie. It was on a dog-leg par 
four at a beautiful course in Door County, WI where my 
family was on vacation. My hands shaking, I somehow 
managed to make a 15 foot putt. I jumped up and down 
and couldn’t wait to tell my mom and sister about it 
when we got back to the hotel. 
 
I have dozens of memories like that. From a young age 
up to today, golf is an important strand in my family 
fabric.  “Why,” you ask, “is Chris telling us about his 
history with golf…”   
 
Developing a lifelong love for something in our children 
is really quite simple.  At present, many leaders in our 
Church are spending a great deal of time and energy 
trying to figure out how to get young people interested 
in God and in building a lifelong commitment to the 
Church.  But as we spin our wheels and seemingly go 
round and round in circles, perhaps the answer is easier 
than we ever imagined. 
 

Here in northern Wisconsin golf isn’t necessarily as big of 
a deal in most families, so let’s use another example. 
Have you ever heard about an epidemic of young people 
no longer carrying on family traditions of fishing, hunting 
and outdoor activities? Of course not!  But why is that?  
Why are we so good at passing these things on? 
 
Is it because there are so many successful youth 
programs out there to teach young people to be 
outdoorsman? Is it because from an early age we send 
them to hunting and fishing classes? Of course not! All of 
the dedicated hunters and fisherman I know grew up 
experiencing hunting and fishing exactly the same way I 
experienced golf: it was a passionate love in their 
families. It was something that was talked about, 
practiced and celebrated in their families. 
 
Or what about 
football? Do you 
hear news stories 
about how the NFL 
is struggling to 
attract young 
fans? Of course 
not! Generation 
after generation, our families bleed Packer green and 
gold for one major reason: because our families are 
extremely successful at forming young Packer fans. 
 
So far so good, right? Now: If we expect passing on a 
thirst for the love of Jesus Christ and a lasting devotion 
to the Catholic Church to magically be different we are 
sorely mistaken.  
 
What are our goals as leaders, as catechists? If our goal 
is to make lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ and we aren’t 
tapping into parents then we are ignoring the most 
important component of faith formation. Let me say that 
again, in ignoring parents we are ignoring the most 
important component of faith formation. 
 
Step One: Evangelizing Parents 
When I was working in a parish, like most parishes we 
had mandatory ‘parent information sessions’ for 1st 
Reconciliation, 1st Communion and Confirmation. I could 
have easily sent the pertinent information home in a 
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letter, but I saw it as an opportunity to get a little bit of 
face time with the parents — an opportunity for 
something essential. 
 
Life for today’s parents is like Old Country Buffet. There 
are thousands of attractive options for their time and 
energy.  Today’s parents are busier than ever: multiple 
jobs, homes to take care of, dinners to make, softball 
and bowling leagues, the gym, community clubs, hanging 
out with friends, social media, and more. Their kids, too, 
are busier than ever and today’s parents are tied up in 
every aspect of their kids’ lives. In this highly competitive 
race for parent’s attention and time, we have to be 
selling something good to stand a chance. They need to 
know why “Church” matters.  Why does Church matter? 
Do we have good answers ready?  
 
“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for your hope,” 1 Peter 3:16. 
Are we willing to give personal witness? What is your 
story? Are you ready to share what Christ means to you? 
How desperately you need Him? How much joy and 
fulfillment He brings to your life? 

Step Two: Help Parents to Walk the Walk 
My experience with youth has taught me several things 
about their generation, but nothing as resounding as the 
simple fact that they want authenticity. If you’re selling 
something, you better be willing to live it and show why 
they should buy it by the witness of your own life. So, 
when their parents are not actively living out a Catholic 
Faith but insist that they go to church for classes there is 
a great disconnect. And this tension causes major push 
back in the lives of their teens. 
 
Once we have evangelized parents we have to show and 
teach them how they can live out their faith. Here are 
just a few tips to share with them for starters: 
 

1. Learn how to pray by committing to doing it 
daily. Start with reasonable goals like a 
morning offering and a decade of the rosary at 
night. Leaders: don’t shy away from re-
teaching basic prayers to them. They won’t be 
offended and even if they know it they’ll be 
glad for the refresher. 
 

2. Pray in front of and with your spouse and 
your children.  This might be awkward at first, 
but who cares? If what you want for your 
children is a lifelong commitment to Christ 
they have to see you modeling it for them. Just 
go for it.  
 

3. Pray for your children. God gave you these 
children, give them back to Him daily in prayer. 
Entrust your parenting, your Christian witness, 
your relationship with them and every aspect 
of their lives to Him. 
 

4. Commit to the sacraments. We have to be 
ready to give witness to the power of the 
sacraments, which means we have to commit 
to receiving them, talking about them and 
ensuring that our children have access to 
them. For leaders and catechists this is of 
utmost importance. Nevertheless, don’t rail 
about missing Mass; instead show your 
students and their parents how crucial the 
Eucharist and Reconciliation are for you and 
the joy and fulfilment that they bring. 
 

5. Bless your children. Make the sign of the cross 
on your children’s foreheads and pray for 
God’s blessing. This ancient practice is a 
beautiful and powerful symbol of parental 
blessing and entrusting of children to God. Do 
this every night when praying as a family. Or 
when your kids leave for school in the morning 
or for a summer camp, etc. Show them that 
God is at the heart of your family. 

 
If parents are enabled to put Christ at the heart of their 
families and to show their love and their devotion to Our 
Lord they will be empowered to be the real engine of 
faith formation in our parishes and our children, our 
families and our parishes will be transformed. 
 
Christopher Hurtubise holds a Master’s Degree in Theology from the 
University of Dallas and is the Associate Director of Catholic 
Formation focusing on Youth, Family and Adults for the Diocese of 
Superior. 
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The Catechesis  

of the Good Shepherd 

Where a child can fall in love with God 

By: Mary Heinrich 
 

For the past year, my 
16-year-old daughter, 
Clare, has been 
enrolled in our parish 
process for the Rite of 
Confirmation. I find 
that on the eve of 
this sacrament of 
initiation, I am 
reflecting on her 
journey as a child of 
God. I recall that as I 
held her in my arms 
on the day of her 
baptism, my prayer 
was that she would 
"fall in love with Jesus 

and with his church." I am grateful for all the ways she 
has been formed in faith, whether that occurred at 
home, in school, or at the parish. There is one particular 
method, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, which 
has been an answer to my prayer as a parent and a 
catechetical leader, because it allowed her, and 
subsequently the children in our parish community, to 
fall in love with God. 
 

Experience Faith through a Child’s Eyes 
Monica is nine. The seed of faith, alive in her heart, has 
been deeply sown and nurtured in her since she first 
came to the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd when she 
was three. Entering the Atrium, the environment 
prepared for the religious life of children, she carefully 
chooses a lovely sheet of paper and the perfect 
calligraphy pen. She silently sits down at a small table. 
In peace and with enjoyment she writes: 
 

There's a place where I can be myself;  
a place with treasures on every shelf.  
A place to learn about God and pray;  
A place where I'd like to be all day. 
It's just called “Atrium”, quite a short name,  
but it's still a wonder all the same. 
I just love that little room where I can be myself, 
and I can explore as I please, 
those treasures on the shelves. 

 

Such poetry from the heart of a child! It is easy to see 
she enjoys her work. The gospel has been sown lavishly 
in her heart through the announcement of a catechist 

who has studied long and hard to serve the religious 
needs of the child and an environment prepared with 
simple and essential materials she calls “treasures”. She 
finds this little room “a wonder”. She loves the freedom 
found in this place set apart where she can truly “be 
herself”. 
 

Monica's experience is at the heart of the work. It is an 
experience found in children throughout our nation and 
our world. It is sown with care by the catechists, who 
share a particular commitment to the religious dignity 
of children. 
 

The Atrium 
The Catechesis 
of the Good 
Shepherd is an 
approach to 
the faith 
formation of 
children ages 
three through 
twelve. It is 
based on Sacred Scripture, liturgy, and the educational 
principles of Maria Montessori. The children gather in 
an Atrium, a prepared environment, containing 
beautiful yet simple materials. The materials are given 
to the children to aide their meditation on and 
absorption of the theme presented whether the theme 
be the Incarnation, the Paschal Mystery, or the kingdom 
of God. The term “Atrium” refers to the place in 
basilicas of the early church where catechumens were 
prepared. For the child, too, the Atrium is a place of 
preparation for life in the church. The Atrium is one of 
the elements that assists the relationship between God 
and the child. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd takes special care in 
preparing the religious environment suited for the child. 
Everything done in the space is aimed toward helping 
the child enter into a more authentic relationship with 
God.  For a virtual tour of a Level I (age 3 - 6 year old) 
Atrium, go to: stpiushome.org/#!catechesis-of-the-
good-shepherdlcl8h8.  
 

The materials in the Atrium are often three-dimensional 
wood representations of a Scripture text, or items that 
represent what is found in the Mass or the sacrament of 
baptism. The materials are linked to the biblical and 

http://stpiushome.org/
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liturgical sources. The materials may include a relief 
map of the land of Israel, dioramas representing Infancy 
Narratives or Kingdom Parables or a model altar and 
articles of the Mass. The most essential truths of the 
Christian message are presented to the youngest 
children. After receiving the presentation of the gesture 
of the Epiclesis, at age four, Clare quietly worked with 
the chalice and paten, slowly repeating the gesture of 
the priest at Mass. She then took paper and pencil to 
draw an image of the priest's hands making the gesture. 
On each hand, she drew a large red heart. When asked 
about the heart, she said, “That is God's love coming 
down through the priest's hands.” 
 

Our parish, Saint Pius X in Urbandale, Iowa, offers both 
a traditional model of faith formation as well as the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. When parents ask me 
to explain the difference between the two or which one 
they should choose for their child, I begin by talking 
about the traditional model, as parents are familiar with 
the classroom setting, where the children will have a 
textbook, accompanied by prayer, service music and art 
expression. In the traditional classroom, the primary 
relationship is thought to be between the teacher and 
the child. I explain to the parents that Montessori 
discovered a third, often silent partner in education: the 
environment. Even though the environment is silent, it 
can be intentionally prepared so that it better meets 
the developmental needs of children. 

 
In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, instead of 
reading from a textbook about the altar and the vessels 
the priest uses during Mass, the Atrium materials 
include a model altar, with a small model chalice, paten, 
crucifix and candles along with other articles. The child 
is offered the names of these articles and given the 
opportunity to prepare the altar using the articles. It is 
believed that young children learn best through the 
work of their hands. In their engagement with three 
dimensional materials first given to them in a 
presentation, children are better able to absorb the 

Christian message being announced by the catechist or 
the themes they find most vital in their religious life. 
Following the presentation, the children are given the 
opportunity to choose and work with the materials on 
their own. 
 

Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi, who founded the 
work of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, observed 
that children’s way of engaging in relationship with God 
is very different than for adults. It is during a process of 
repeating freely chosen work of their hands that 
children begin to listen to the interior teacher and hear 
the message of a particular truth. It is through such a 
sensorial experience, that children are invited into a 
relationship with God. It is an opportunity to enjoy the 
love God has for them. 
 

The Role of the Catechist  
The role of the catechist is taken very seriously in the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. In Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd, the catechist is first the preparer and 
facilitator of the environment. It is an essential part of 
the catechist’s own formation in this method of 
catechesis to make the materials by hand, as much as 
possible, which are used by the children in the Atrium, 
as well as to prepare and care for the environment. In 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, the catechist is 
both the one who proclaims the kerygma and at the 
same time, the one who sits side by side with the child 
and meditates on the meaning of the Scripture or a 
particular rite of the church. The aim of The National 
Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
speaks to the relationship between the child and the 
adult in the Atrium. Its purpose statement is: "To 
involve adults and children in a religious experience in 
which the religious values of the childhood are 
predominant, keeping in mind that the contemplative 
nature of the child indicates to the adult a certain way 
of drawing near to God." We offer our parents the 
opportunity to visit the Atrium and to experience a pre-
sentation just as it is offered to the children. Upon 
entering the Atrium, parents recognize that they want to 
share this gift with their child. 
 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd emphasizes the 
value of forming the adult catechist in order to best 
prepare the adult to work with children. There are three 
levels of formation an adult can receive in order to work 
with children from the ages of three through twelve. 
Level I formation is for working with children age three 
to six. Level II formation is for working with children six 
to nine and Level III formation is for working with 
children nine to twelve. Each formation experience for 
adults offers a wealth of information on theological, 
biblical, and liturgical themes as well as the methodology 
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used with the children. A presentation as it is given to 
the child is shared with the catechist during the 
formation course. The catechist also receives 
background in the vision and discoveries of human 
development made by Maria Montessori, which gives a 
particular respect and understanding to children 's 
development. Each formation course is approximately 
90 hours. For the catechist beginning a formation 
course, it takes time to enter into the rhythm of the 
Atrium. The catechists in my parish community have 
shared numerous times how this new pace has 
influenced not only their work with the child, but their 
home life and their relationships with their families and 
co-workers. 

 

As a parish catechetical leader, I have found the 
formation my catechists receive through Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd not only prepares them for their 
role as catechist with children, but also, personally 
benefits them and deepens their involvement in the life 
of our parish community. The catechists have often 
remarked how their own faith is enriched by this 
formation. Several catechists have gone on to other 
areas of ministry within our parish community and the 
background they received in Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd continues to be a gift for our entire parish 
family. We have presented the baptism materials to 
parents at baptism preparation, used the altar and 
baptism materials for those children who are “out of 
sequence” in their sacramental preparation, presented 
many of the themes offered in Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd to the adults in RCIA, and to families in our 
intergenerational events. Parents, both mothers and 
fathers, speak regularly with other parishioners, with 
family members, and their co-workers about how they 
value the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for their 
children. I hear them comment about their son or 
daughter's anticipation and joy as they look forward to 
their time in the Atrium each week. 

Adam is four. As he returns to the Atrium after a long 
summer break, he walks peacefully from shelf to shelf. 
He lingers at the Nativity diorama. His small hand 
reaches out to gently touch the Good Shepherd 
material. He looks at the small model chalice. He 
approaches the prayer table and sits before it and 
quietly whispers: “I have missed you so much!” 
 

Moments such as this one with Adam, occur as children 
return to the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Atrium 
to contemplate and enjoy their relationship with God. 
The children who come to the Atrium share a similar 
enjoyment as they grow in the love and knowledge of 
God. 
 

Mary Heinrich is Coordinator of Faith Formation at Saint Pius X Catholic 
Church in Urbandale, Iowa. She has served as a parish catechetical leader 
for 30 years, with a BA in theology and a Masters in Pastoral Studies 
(MAPS-CGS) from Aquinas Institute of Theology I St. Louis University. She 
currently serves as the Chair of the CGSUSA Board of Trustees. For more 
information about the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, contact Mary at 
maryandkurtl2@gmail.com or visit CGSUSA.org. 

 
Reprinted with Permission: The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Where 
a Child Can Fall in Love with God / Mary Heinrich / Catechetical Leader / 
September 2015 / Volume 26 / Number 5 issue. 

 
 

Resources Related the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: 
 
Like Leven: Accompanying Children on their Spiritual Journey by 
Patricia Coulter.  This book provides a thoughtful, serious look 
at the adult’s formation in this method.  Patricia Counter’s 
research with seven catechists explores the experience of faith 
formation for adults who accompany children on their spiritual 
journey that not only prepares adults to nurture children, but 
also reveals how children nurture adults through this method 
of catechesis. http://www.cgsusa.org/products/like-leaven/ 
 
The Religious Potential of the Child: Experiencing Scripture and 
Liturgy with Young Children, by Sofia Cavalletti.  This book 
describes an approach to religious formation that is biblical, 
sacramental, and at the same time, deeply respectful of 
children. http://www.cgsusa.org/products/the-religious-
potential-of-the-child/ 
 
The Development of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: 
Inside the Atria in Rome, by Sofia Cavalletti.  This book contains 
a photographic record of the materials for the three age 
groups as well as historical photographs, and drawings by the 
children in Sofia Cavalletti’s Atrium Centro di Catechesi Buon 
Pastore, in Rome.  The commentary is by Cavalletti, who along 
with Montessorian  Gianni Gobbi, developed this approach to 
the religious formation of children. 
 http://www.cgsusa.org/products/the-development-of-the-
catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd-inside-the-atria-in-rome/  

mailto:maryandkurtl2@gmail.com
http://cgsusa.org/
http://www.cgsusa.org/products/like-leaven/
http://www.cgsusa.org/products/the-religious-potential-of-the-child/
http://www.cgsusa.org/products/the-religious-potential-of-the-child/
http://www.cgsusa.org/products/the-development-of-the-catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd-inside-the-atria-in-rome/
http://www.cgsusa.org/products/the-development-of-the-catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd-inside-the-atria-in-rome/
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Divine Pedagogy 
By Peggy M. Schoenfuss 

 

Pedagogy comes from a Greek 
word meaning “to lead the 
child”.  Because of God’s all-
encompassing love for us, as 
catechists, it is important for 
us to come to understand and 
try to emulate God’s 
pedagogy.  Divine Pedagogy is 
the way God reveals His truth 
to us.  As Joseph D. White, 
author of The Way God 
Teaches, states, “We are called to hand on the truths of 
the faith not merely by doing our best according to 
human standards of theology and educational 
methodology, but rather by echoing God’s own way of 
teaching us his truths.”  In order to emulate God’s 
pedagogy, we need to understand what it is.   
 

First, God’s pedagogy focuses on the individual 
human person.  What this means is that every individual 
experiences life and the faith based on their own 
personal experiences.  Because God takes on the 
characteristics of the individuals and communities 
according to the environments they are in, we need to 
understand the cultural and situational circumstances 
which humans live.  God knows our human limitations.   
 

What does this mean for catechesis?  We need to relate 
the faith to the everyday experiences of those we 
catechize.  “If we fail to communicate the Christian 
message in a way that it can be properly heard and 
understood, we have compromised not only the 
methodology but also the message, because the end 
result is that the learner understands something other 
than the authentic Word of God.” (White, 27) 
 

Second, God’s pedagogy is incarnational.  We, as 
catechists, need to be a true disciple of Christ.  We need 
to be authentic witnesses of the faith - a part of the Body 
of Christ.  As Catechesi Tradendae states, “the definitive 
aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch but 
in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ”.   
 

How do we do this?  We follow the examples of St. Paul 
and teach by visual, verbal and kinesthetic means.  Use 
the signs of the sacramental rites.  Use music, paintings, 
sculptures and dramatic arts.  Use the smell of incense, 
beautiful icons and stained glass windows.  Use the 
prayer postures as well as the taste of Christ in the 
reception of the Holy Eucharist.  Read the Scriptures.  
Pray together. 
 

Third, God’s pedagogy is 
relational. God revealed Himself 
to us as Father and has 
established the community of 
faith as a family.  It is within this 
example of family that we come 
to understand the 
commandment, “Love one 
another, as I have loved you, so 
you also should love one 
another.” (John 13:34).   

 

As catechists, we must approach our responsibilities with 
simplicity and a humble nature.  As Pope Francis calls us, 
we need to reach out to the “least among us”.  To form 
relationships in Christ, we need to get to know each 
individual we catechize.  We need to understand and 
remove the “one-size-fits-all” approach to catechesis.  
We need to make catechesis family-friendly. 
 

Fourth, God’s pedagogy is structured, systematic and 
comprehensive.  As our example, “God uses human 
events and words to communicate His plan; He does so 
progressively and in stages, so as to draw even closer to 
man.” (White, 65)  God’s design of telling us His story 
and plan is established so that we can be ready to hear 
and accept what He wants us to know.   
 

Catechesis therefore must be delivered in a 
developmentally appropriate way so that what is taught 
is not misunderstood.  Not only do we need to be aware 
of the developmental level of the individuals we 
catechize, we need to understand that certain truths of 
our faith are foundational to all the other teachings.   
 
Finally, God’s pedagogy is perpetual.  God has always 
been.  His truths have been handed down since the 
beginning of time in the forms of Scripture and Tradition.  
His covenants do not end, but become fulfilled and 
realized more fully every day.   
 

As catechists we need to meet every human person as 
on a journey - all in different places.  We need to realize 
that some of those we catechize have not yet met the 
Lord and yet others are ready to learn more about Him.  
We need to continually set up opportunities for each 
person to experience Christ on the place of their journey 
that they are ready. 
 

Peggy M. Schoenfuss, MAE, is the Director of Catholic Formation for 
the Diocese of Superior 
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Saint 
in the 

Spotlight 

 

St. Faustina 

Kowalska 
The Patron Saint 

of Divine Mercy 

  
 
 

 
Born 1905 in Lodz, Poland 

Died 1938 in Krakow, Poland 
Beatified by Pope St. John Paul II 1993 

Canonized by Pope St. John Paul II 2000 
 

 
I do not want to punish aching mankind, but I desire to heal it, pressing it to my merciful heart. So said Our Lord in 
one of the visions enjoyed by St. Maria Faustina Kowalska. 
 

As we approach the Year of Mercy called by Pope Francis, St. Faustina is a worthy patroness for us to turn to. 
  

Born into a poor Polish family at the dawn of the 20th Century, St. Faustina was akin to a modern Blessed Virgin Mary: 
she came from a poor family in a remote, rural area and through her humility she enjoyed special favor and a 
profound union with God. At the age of 20 she joined the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Warsaw. Her order’s special 
charism was the merciful care of troubled young women, but given her impoverished upbringing she was deemed 
unfit to participate in the sisters’ primary work. Instead, she was assigned to menial tasks like cooking, gardening and 
gatekeeping and these she performed dutifully and with utmost joy. 
  

During her quiet and faithful years with the sisters, St. Faustina was privately 
blessed to receive countless visions of Our Lord. These visions are all recorded in 
her diary, which was published after her death and has since been read by 
millions worldwide. She records the Lord’s wish that she spread the core Gospel 
message of Divine Mercy —the good news that through the sacrifice of the Cross, 
Christ has poured out infinite mercy on the human race and we need only call 
upon it. 
  

In these visions Christ asked her to spread the idea of Divine Mercy through three 
specific ways: the veneration of the Divine Mercy Image, the recitation of the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday. None of these 
initiatives were achieved during her lifetime, but in the decades since her death 
all three of them have become important parts of Catholic Devotion around the 
world. In the year of Mercy ahead let us turn to each of them to implore the 
mercy of God and let us turn to St. Faustina for her prayers. 
  
 
 
 

May the mercy of God pouring from the heart of Christ fill our hearts in this 
sacred year and forevermore.  
  

St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, pray for us! 
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National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) 

November 19-22, 2015, Indianapolis IN 
 
Advent Day of Reflection  

December 4, 2015, Our Lady of Lourdes, Dobie  
Contact: Marilyn Ward, mward@catholicdos.org 

 
Discipleship U – High School Leadership Training 

December 11 - 13, 2015, Crosswoods, Mason 
April 15 – 17, 2016  
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 
The Nativity of Our Lord 

December 25, 2015 
 
School MAP Testing Windows 

January 11-29, 2016 
April 4 - 22, 2016 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 
March for Life 

January 22, 2016, Washington DC 
 
Professional Development Days 

January 21, 2016, St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward 
 “It’s Not a Program, It’s a Process” 
April 21, 2016, St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward 

“Healthy Parish Leaders, Leading Healthy Parish 
Communities” 

Contact: Chris Newkirk, cnewkirk@catholicdos.org 
 
National Catholic School Week 

January 31- February 6, 2016 
“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 
Service.” 

Feb. 2, North Region School Mass  
Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland 
Feb. 3, West Region School Mass 
St Anne, Somerset 
Feb. 4, East Region School Mass 
Holy Rosary, Medford 

Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
 
Principal Meetings 

January 14, 2016, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
March 18, 2016, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
April 21, 2016, St. Anne, Somerset 
May 12, 2016, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Confirmation Retreats 
January 9-10, 2016, Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
February 13-14, 2016, St. Joseph, Hayward 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 
WCRIS School Leadership Conference 

February 5, 2016, Pewaukee 
 
Youth Rally 

February 17, 2016, Holy Rosary, Medford 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 
Chrism Mass 

March 15, 2016, Cathedral, Superior 
 
Easter Triduum and Easter Sunday 

March 24-27, 2016 
 
NCEA Convention 

March 2-31, 2016, San Diego CA 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
 

Lay Ministry Enrichment 
April 16, 2016, St. Anthony Parish, Tony 
 “Moral and Ethical Leadership” 
June 18, 2016, St. Anthony Parish, Tony 
 “Service Emersion” 
Contact: Chris Newkirk, cnewkirk@catholicdos.org 

 
Parish Catechetical Leader Gatherings/Workshops 

February 25, 2016, Holy Family, Woodruff 
March 3, 2016, St. Joseph, Hayward 
March 10, 2016, Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 
NCCL Convention 

May 22-26, 2016, Jacksonville FL 
Contact:  Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 
Extreme Faith Camp 
    May 14, 2016 Extreme Team Training 
    June 12-17, 2016 

Crosswoods, Mason & Crescent Lake, Rhinelander 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 

 

mailto:churtubise@catholicdos.org
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Christmas Matters 

Three Truths Only Jesus Could Tell Us About God 
 

Speaker:  Ryan O’Hare, Dynamic Speaker and Missionary from St. Paul’s Outreach 
 

Friday, December 4th 
9:00 AM Registration 

9:30 AM-3:00 PM Prayer & Reflections 
at Our Lady of Lourdes, 2411 23rd St., Rice Lake, 54868 

 
Through His coming to Earth, Jesus showed us that God is a loving father and we are his sons and 
daughters. He made known to us that he is the way back to God the Father and we should become his 
disciples. He assured us that he is the bread of life, and if we ‘eat this bread’ we can live forever.    
  
Hospitality, lunch, fellowship and a special gift are all part of the day.   
Early bird registration is $30/person and due by November 30th, $35 after.   
 

REGISTRATION Email: mward@catholicdos.org 
  
 
  

 




