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Diocese of Superior         Principles of Safe Environment in the Catechetical Setting 
 
 
1. Each person is uniquely made in the image and likeness of God.  God is love; therefore, each person is made in 

the image of love and created to act in love.  Our bodies are sacred and holy. 
 

2. God lives in relationship.  Persons are created to live in community, the smallest and most intimate of which is 
family.  Family, in God's image, respects and cherishes the uniqueness and life of each of its members.  The 
Church and school are partners with the family in educating, nurturing and protecting children and youth. 
 

3. Each person possesses dignity and must be treated with respect.  We show respect for each other in our 
language, behavior, and interaction with each other. Caring, concern and empathy for each other must be a 
hallmark of our lives as disciples of Jesus.  Because of the dignity of each person, our right to respect includes the 
right to privacy, especially privacy for our own bodies. 
 

4. Each person is a sexual being and sexuality is a part of all relationships with others. Each person has the 
responsibility to understand what it means to be a healthy sexual person. Each person should strive to respect 
their own sexuality and the sexuality of others. 
 

5. Touch is an integral part of being human.  Touch can be safe or unsafe and unwanted.  Safe touch, appropriate 
physical affection, is that kind of touch that is good for the person's body, and makes one feel cared for, loved 
and important.  Unsafe and unwanted touch makes a person feel uncomfortable, confused, unsafe, and unhappy. 
 

6. God has blessed every person with the gift of choice.  The effects of every decision move beyond the individual 
making the choice.  Individual poor choices can affect a number of people negatively. 
 

7. Some actions or behaviors are wrong.  Some actions or behaviors between adults, between adults and 
children/youth, and between children/youth are wrong.  Behavior that harms self or others physically, 
psychologically, emotionally, socially, or spiritually is wrong. 
 

8. There are good secrets and bad secrets.  There is good play and inappropriate/harmful play.  We can share good 
secrets and good play experiences.  We must avoid inappropriate/harmful secrets and play experiences. If we 
experience, witness or hear of inappropriate/harmful secrets and play we must report it to appropriate 
authorities. 
 

9. Good and loving human relationships and friendships help us understand God, others and ourselves.  Some 
people misuse friendship and harm others. 
 

10. Every person has the right to be safe.  Children and youth have the right to be protected from anything and 
anyone who may harm them physically, sexually, psychologically, emotionally, socially, or spiritually.  Adults have 
the responsibility to educate themselves regarding issues surrounding sexual abuse and to create an 
environment in which children and youth live as safely as possible.  That includes teaching children and youth 
proper, adequate skills that will enable them to be safe and healthy. 
 

11. Parents, teachers and other adults have the responsibility to assist children and youth to identify a number of 
people in their lives to whom they can talk openly and honestly regarding human sexuality and safety issues, 
including reporting of sexual abuse.  Children and youth must be taught that if help is not received to keep telling 
other trusted adults until someone helps them. 
 

12. Parents, teachers and other adults have the responsibility to assist children and youth in the healing process if 
he/she has been a victim of sexual abuse. 
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