
 

                                                                            Mission Statement: 
The Catholic Diocese of Superior is a people of diverse ethnic and cultural traditions called in unity by the love of 

Christ to proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments, and give witness through joyful lives of prayer and service in 
Northern Wisconsin and throughout the world. 

 

JANUARY is POVERTY & HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS MONTH 

                   

50TH WORLD DAY OF PEACE 

JANUARY 1, 2017 

 

The theme for Pope Francis' annual World Day of 

Peace message for 2017 is: “Non-Violence: a Style 

of Politics for Peace.” In his 2017 Message for the 

World Day of Peace, Pope Francis urges us to 

practice active nonviolence and work to prevent 

conflict by addressing its causes, building 

relationships, and facilitating healing and 

restoration. SEE ENCLOSURE.   
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 
JANUARY 10 & APRIL 25, 2017 

 

The Office of Ecclesial Ministry & Diocesan 

Consultation’s two remaining topics are: 

 Grief and Bereavement: A sense of loss 

comes in all shapes and size. 

 The Journey: Creating a harmonious and 

rewarding parish community & workplace. 
 

Sessions are held at St. Joseph Parish Center in 

Hayward. Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; 

cnewkirk@catholicdos.org. 

 

Influenza & the Liturgy 
Information regarding best practices for reducing 

transmission of the influenza virus and also the 

temporary modification of liturgical practices in 

the presence of the influenza virus continues to be 

posted on the Office of Worship page of the 

diocesan website. These suggestions involve 

using county health department personnel as a 

resource in order to make informed decisions in 

this regard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK 
JANUARY 8-14, 2017 

“Creating a Culture of Encounter.”                             

How Catholics can help: 

For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in 

the US has celebrated National Migration Week, 

which is an opportunity for the Church to reflect 

on the circumstances confronting migrants, 

including immigrants, refugees, children, and 

victims and survivors of human trafficking. With 

respect to migrants, too often this contemporary 

culture fails to encounter them as persons, and 

instead look at them as others. Some do not take 

the time to engage migrants in a meaningful way, 

but remain aloof to their presence and suspicious 

of their intentions. For additional information, 

including petitions, homily suggestions, pulpit 

announcements and more click title above or go 

to: http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-and-

refugee-services/national-migration-

week/index.cfm. SEE ENCLOSURE.    

 

11th
  ANNUAL MUSIC MINISTRY                                         

RETREAT & WORKSHOP 

FEBRUARY 3-4, 2017 
 

The Diocesan Music Subcommittee 

is pleased to announce the 11
th

 

annual Music Ministry Retreat and 

Workshop.  Rorey Cooney, 

speaker, has titled his presentations 

“Turn Around: Hearing the Call of Jesus in Lent 

and Easter.”  The two day event will be held at the 

Turtleback Conference Center, Rice Lake. 

Registration flyers are available on the “Worship” 

portion of the diocesan website. Contact Paul 

Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org. 
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IRS STANDARD MILEAGE RATES FOR 2017  
 

The IRS has adjusted the standard business mileage rate for 2017 to 53.5 cents per mile (down from 54 cents 

per mile in 2016), while mileage for medical or moving purposes will be 17 cents per mile. 
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                   RETIREMENT OF RICHARD LYONS 
 

RICHARD LYONS is retiring from the 

position of Diocesan Director of 

Administrative Services on January 

15, 2017. Prior to this position, 

Dick’s other titles during his 30 year 

tenure with the Diocese included 

Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Director of 

Pastoral Services and Finance Director. He will 

however, continue on as Director of Finance. 

Thank you, Dick Lyons, for your commitment and 

years of service in the Diocese. May your well-

deserved retirement be filled with good health and 

many blessings from God.   
 

NEW DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF                   

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

 

DANIEL BLANK will begin his 

position as Diocesan Director of 

Administrative Services on January 

2, 2017. Dan had served as the 

District Attorney for Douglas 

County for the last 25 years. 

Welcome to the Diocese of 

Superior, Dan. May God bless you and your 

family in this new journey.   
 

 

23
RD

 ANNUAL WORLD DAY OF THE SICK  

FEBRUARY 11, 2017 
 

World Day of the Sick is 

sponsored by the Vatican’s 

Pontifical Council for Health 

Pastoral Care and has been 

celebrated since 1992 on the 

feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

This celebration is a reminder to 

pray for all those who are sick 

and to recognize and honor 

those who work in healthcare and those who serve 

as caregivers. Over the last several years, the 

National Association of Catholic Chaplains 

(NACC) has provided support materials for this 

celebration which include an ecumenical service, 

reflection notes, homily hints, prayers of the 

faithful, and much more. These can be used by 

individuals as well as by dioceses, parishes, health 

care institutions, and other organizations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPECT LIFE CORNER:                                                       
 

JANUARY: MONTH OF HUMAN                     

TRAFFICKING AWARENESS                                                       
 

The Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy 

Cross created a Toolkit that was sent 

to each parish. For further info: 

http://www.gbfranciscans.org/justice-

peace/anti-human-trafficking. 

 

“CHOOSE LIFE” LICENSE PLATE COMING TO WI 
 

Within the next 8-12 months, Wisconsin pro-life 

citizens will be able to purchase a beautiful license 

plate that expresses their views 

on life. The first time someone 

purchases the plate, the cost will 

be the regular registration fee, plus a $15 issuance 

fee, and $25 tax-deductible donation which the 

state will send to Choose Life WI. After the first 

year, the cost is the regular registration fee and the 

$25 tax-deductible donation. Choose Life WI will 

then distribute the funds to Wisconsin’s pregnancy 

resource centers. Contact Appling (608) 334-6435 

or Sande at (262) 796-1111; chooselifewi@gmail.com. 

 

RESPECT LIFE ESSAY CONTEST                                

DEADLINE DATE: JANUARY 20, 2017 
 

The Respect Life Essay Contest is open to youth 

in grades 5-12. Student entries are to answer one 

of two themes this year:  What does the theme – 

‘Moved by Mercy’ or ‘The Power of One’ mean to 

you? Contact Debra Lieberg: 715-394-0240; 

dlieberg@catholicdos.org.  SEE ENCLOSURE. 
                                                               

MN CITIZENS CONCERNED FOR LIFE  

PRAYER SERVICE FOR LIFE       

 
 

ROSARY FOR THE RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE 

SEE ENCLOSURE. 
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PARISH MISSION/RENEWAL OPPORTUNITY 
 

Fr. Nicholas Punch, OP, Fr. Mike Champlin, OP, 

and Sr. Joan Bukrey, OSF, from the Thomas More 

Center in Webster, Wisconsin, have informed the 

Bishop’s office that they will be spending more 

time in the Webster area than in past years.  In 

light of this, they are available for weekend help-

out assistance and also parish missions/renewals.  

Since the 1960’s, they have worked in this 

ministry throughout the United States as well as 

Australia and New Zealand.  The parish missions 

begin with the weekend liturgies and include 

seven sessions on the theme of “Scriptural 

Spirituality for the New Millennium and Beyond.”  

They are not available from Easter through early 

July.  More information is available on their 

website:  www.thomasmorecenter.org 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

RITE OF ELECTION                                                           

MARCH 5, 2017 
 

The Rite of Election/Call to Continuing 

Conversion will be celebrated by Bishop Powers 

at 3:00 p.m. at the Cathedral in Superior on the 

first Sunday of Lent.  As usual, all parishes will be 

asked to register their catechumens and/or 

candidates who will take part in this celebration. 

Registration forms will be mailed out and will also 

be made available on the “Worship” portion of the 

diocesan website. Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-

0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org. 
 

 

A LENTEN RETREAT: 

THE LAST SEVEN UTTERANCES 

 MARCH 11, 2017 
 

SDCCW Women’s Lenten Retreat will be at St. 

Peter the Fisherman, Eagle River from 8:45 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 11.   Register with:  

SDCCW Treasurer, Sharon Thomas or online at 

SDCCW.me  The featured speaker is Elizabeth 

Kelly, an award winning speaker and the author of 

five books, including Reasons I Love Being 

Catholic. She is trained as a spiritual director in 

the Ignatian exercises and leads retreats with a 

particular focus on helping women to flourish in 

their faith. She teaches in Catholic Studies at the 

University of St. Thomas. SEE ENCLOSURE.   

 

CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL- SEE ENCLOSURE 
MARCH 28, 2017 

 

 

 

CLERGY BIRTHDAYS 
 

JAN 4    FR. ED ANDERSON 

JAN 6
  
   FR. RON SERRAO 

JAN 6    DEACON ARTHUR GIL DE LAMADRID 

JAN 9    MONSIGNOR PHILIP HESLIN 

JAN 15  DEACON STEVE LINTON 

JAN 15  DEACON HOWARD CAMERON 

JAN 17  DEACON LARRY AMELL 

JAN 20  FR. HUGH BRIODY 

JAN 24  FR. JOHN LONG 

JAN 25  FR. EUGENE HORNUNG -85 YRS. 

JAN 26  FR. RON LEVRA 

 

DEACON ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
 

JAN 11  DEACON CRAIG VOLDBERG 

JAN 18  DEACON LARRY AMELL  

JAN 18  DEACON JOHN GREK 

JAN 18  DEACON TOM RAUSCH 
 

 

  

HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 
 FROM BISHOP 

POWERS AND 

THE STAFF OF THE 

DIOCESE OF 

SUPERIOR 

http://www.thomasmorecenter.org/
http://www.thomasmorecenter.org/
https://catholicdos.org/worship-documents
https://catholicdos.org/worship-documents
mailto:pbirch@catholicdos.org
https://sdccw.me/
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                  C A T H O L I C  

 D I O C E S E  O F  S U P E R I O R 
     

     

         Chancery Bulletin Supplement 

              January 1, 2017 

 

 

 

 

From the Bishop’s Office 

 The National Catholic Bioethics Center 

Ethics and Medics – January 2017 

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Word of Life –January 2017 

 Presbyteral Council Meeting Minutes 

      November 22, 2016 

       

From the Office of the Chancellor 

 Monthly Calendar of Events –January/February 2017 

 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook Changes- January 2017 

 January/February Clergy Prayer Calendars 

     

From the Office of Respect Life 

 Moved by Mercy or The Power of One Essay Contest Form 

 Rosary for the Respect of Human Life  

 Catholics at the Capitol Flyer 

 

From the Office of Schools 

 Fact Sheet 

 

Miscellaneous 

 World Day of Peace Flyer 

 National Migration Week Information Insert/Prayer Card 

 SDCCW Lenten Retreat Flyer 

    

 

 

 

 

 

    

 













View, download, and order the 2016-2017 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife  
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WORD OF LIFE: JANUARY 2017 

SPECIAL EDITION! 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

January 23: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 

 
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373, designates January 22* (also the 

anniversary of Roe v. Wade) as a particular day of prayer and penance in Dioceses of the United States 

of America, called the “Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children.”  

Multiple resources to assist with this observance are available online: choices of readings for Mass, 

homily helps, intercessions, and other pro-life prayer materials. 

*Because January 22 falls on a Sunday this year, the designated observance for 2017 is Monday, 

January 23.  

 

 

9 Days for Life 2017: Saturday, January 21 – Sunday, January 29 
  

  

  

  

  

 

9 Days for Life is the U.S. bishops’ annual period 

of prayer and action focused on cherishing the 

gift of every person's life.  

 

While the overarching intention of the centerpiece 

novena is the end to abortion, each day focuses on 

a different aspect of respecting each other's God-

given dignity. 

 

Download or sign up to receive the novena any of 

four ways: free mobile app, text message, email, 

or social media. 

 

Quick, easy-to-use tools can help you share 9 

Days for Life, whatever your available time or 

budget!  

  

For more information, click the buttons above.  See More: www.9daysforlife.com   

Do you have 99 seconds? 

Watch on YouTube! 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/resources/january-22-day-of-prayer.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/resources/january-22-day-of-prayer-leader-resources.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/nine-days-of-prayer-penance-and-pilgrimage.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/9-days-for-life-resources-for-leaders.cfm
http://www.9daysforlife.com/
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/9-days-for-life-resources-for-leaders.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/9-days-for-life-summary.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxJwfcefUiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxJwfcefUiU
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WORD OF LIFE - JANUARY 2017  

Intercessions for Life: January 23, 2017* 

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children  
 
*Note: Because January 22 falls on a Sunday in 2017,  

the designated observance for 2017 is Monday, January 23. 

 

 

For unborn children:  

May they be lovingly welcomed into this world 

by family, friends, and the local community; 

We pray to the Lord 

 

For expectant mothers whose hearts are 

troubled: 

May they receive helpful, loving support 

for themselves and their babies; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

For those grieving after abortion:  

May they know God’s limitless mercy  

and seek help through the Church’s  

post-abortion healing ministry; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

For expectant mothers  

placing their children for adoption:  

May they receive loving support  

as they walk this journey; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

For those working in post-abortion healing 

ministries:  

May God’s mercy radiate through them  

as they provide love and support to those 

grieving after abortion;  

We pray to the Lord: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For families whose unborn child  

is not expected to live long:  

May they find strength and peace  

in the support of others;  

We pray to the Lord: 

 

For medical professionals who 

work against human life:  

May they find renewed reverence for God’s 

gift of life  

and treat all people with life-affirming respect;  

We pray to the Lord: 

 

For all couples facing unexpected pregnancies: 

May the Lord give them peace, hope, 

and love for their child and each other; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

For those who working to build a culture  

that welcomes and respects all human life: 

May God help them bring his love and mercy  

to those in need; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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WORD OF LIFE - JANUARY 2017  

Intercessions for Life 
 
 

January 1st                                           The Octave Day of Christmas 

                                              Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

For all mothers of newborn children: 

May they receive encouragement and support  

in welcoming and celebrating this new life;  

We pray to the Lord: 

 

January 8th                                   The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

For our national and local leaders: 

May they follow the example of the Three Kings 

by seeking God and serving him and his people,  

especially the poor and outcast; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

January 15th                         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

For the world: 

May we build a culture that embraces  

every man, woman, and child as priceless 

and that never treats any of them as a burden;  

We pray to the Lord: 

 

January 22th                            Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

For unborn children:  

May each one be welcomed 

as the good and sacred gift 

he or she is; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

January 29th                          Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

For children awaiting adoption: 

May they be welcomed  

into loving families; 

We pray to the Lord: 

   

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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WORD OF LIFE - JANUARY 2017  

   

Bulletin Briefs 
 

Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 

“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. … Your support might be the 

only support she receives. Even if we never know how, the smallest things we do can change 

someone's life.” 

 
— “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/e60H2Z) 

 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 

“To be actively pro-life is to contribute to the renewal of society through the promotion of the 

common good. It is impossible to further the common good without acknowledging and defending 

the right to life, upon which all the other inalienable rights of individuals are founded and from 

which they develop.” 

 
— Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 101. 

© 1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. 

(www.goo.gl/jsTMI8)  

 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 

“[God] comes to assist us in our weakness. And his help consists in helping us accept his presence 

and closeness to us. Day after day, touched by his compassion, we also can become compassionate 

towards others.” 

— Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, www.goo.gl/uwk5e4  

© 2015. Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 

“From each tiny child waiting to be born, to individuals nearing death, all are precious and deserve 

our care and protection. … Let's ask God to make us channels of his loving mercy.” 

— Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, Chairman 

USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 

2016 Respect Life Month Statement (www.goo.gl/Wiugsn) 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 

“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’”  

— Romans 8:15, NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.goo.gl/e60H2Z
http://www.goo.gl/jsTMI8
http://www.goo.gl/uwk5e4
http://www.goo.gl/Wiugsn
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/8:15
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WORD OF LIFE – JANUARY 2017  

Bulletin Art 

Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. Other images 

are available at www.goo.gl/i8msnP. Please do not alter any images in any way, other than the size. 

Thank you! 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2017  
(Download: www.goo.gl/GXW4Fg / Companion article: www.goo.gl/fvSEYp)  
 

 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 

(Download: www.goo.gl/pAj301 / Companion article: www.goo.gl/e60H2Z   
  

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.goo.gl/i8msnP
http://www.goo.gl/GXW4Fg
http://www.goo.gl/fvSEYp
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PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

St. Joseph Church – Hayward, WI 

November 22, 2016 

 

I. PRELIMINARIES 

 

A. WELCOME 

The welcome was offered by Bishop James Powers. 

 

B. OPENING PRAYER  

Vice-chairman Father Kemp led those in attendance in an opening prayer.     

 

C. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Bishop James Powers called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.  Roll call was  

taken by Father Tobolski, Secretary. 

 

In attendance were Bishop James Powers, Reverend Edwin Anderson, Very 

Reverend Kevin Gordon, Very Reverend Chris Kemp, Very Reverend Paul 

Paré, OFM, Reverend Andrew Ricci, Reverend Ronald Serrao, Very Reverend 

James Tobolski and Reverend Michael Tupa. 

 

Absent and excused were Reverend Gerald Harris, Reverend Gregory Hopefl,    

   Reverend Frank Kordek, OFM and Reverend Thomas Thompson. 

 

The Dean Very Reverend John Gerritts was also in attendance. 

 

Staff members present included Debra Lieberg, Richard Lyons, Christine    

Newkirk and Steve Tarnowski. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF AUGUST 16, 2016 MEETING MINUTES 

 

Motion:  Fr. Ricci moved and Fr. Serrao seconded the minutes approved as written.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

III. CHECK-IN AND DIALOGUE WITH BISHOP POWERS 

        

Bishop Powers reported that he had attended the USCCB meeting recently held in 

Baltimore.  The new president of the Bishops’ Conference is Cardinal Daniel 

DiNardo of Galveston-Houston.  Bishop Powers reported that there was a sense of 

apprehension among the bishops concerning the question of undocumented 

immigrants in this country and how their needs will be addressed by the new 

administration.  He requested that should any members of the council have any  
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dealings with this subject they should contact his office.  Bishop Powers and Father 

Gordon shared several health updates regarding clergy. 

 

IV.  AGENDA REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

  

Bishop Powers requested that two items be added to the agenda under New Business: 

the Position of the Tabernacle in the Church and the subject of Syrian Refugees.   

 

Motion:  Father Ricci moved and Father Tobolski seconded the revised agenda. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

                

V. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

A.  CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL 

 

 Bishop Powers reported that the Catholics at the Capitol will be held on March 

 28, 2017.  Human trafficking will be the keynote topic.  It was reported that this 

 issue is having special meaning in the Hudson and Superior-Duluth areas.          

 Bishop Powers reported that the Church must be proactive concerning this         

 subject.  Chris Newkirk indicated that 10-15 individuals from the diocese          

 normally attend the Capitol event.   

 

B. OBSERVANCE OF THE 500
th

 ANNIVERSARY OF THE                             

REFORMATION 

    

                    Bishop Powers reported that Bishop Sklba had been involved in dialogue with   

                        Lutheran Church (ELCA) regarding the anniversary of the Reformation.            

                            Bishop Ricken of Green Bay and Archbishop Listecki of Milwaukee are            

                            working to create some activity to commemorate this anniversary.  Father          

                            Gerritts reported that he is involved in planning a prayer service in the Hudson  

                            area for the Catholic-Lutheran commemoration.  Father Tobolski noted that       

                            should he receive any mailing from other dioceses regarding prayer services, he 

                            will pass this information on to parishes.   

  

VI. VOCATIONS UPDATE 

 

Chris Newkirk indicated that an electronic version of the vocations’ card is now 

available.  It can be reprinted as needed.  She also noted there were about 1,000 prayer 

cards still available from the chancery.  Anyone needing additional cards should 

contact Father Thompson or her at the chancery.   
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VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.  INVOLVEMENT WITH NFPC 

 

    Bishop Powers continued discussion with councilors regarding paying dues to    

   the NFPC.  Councilors tabled the issue and asked that it be included on the next   

   agenda. 

 

LUNCH 

 

A Turkey-Tide Hymn and Verse 

 

Now Thank We All Our God . . . . . 

       A luncheon shared with praise and laud; 

 

      With hearts and hands and voices . . . . . 

                                                  So many autumnal choices; 

 

   Who wondrous things has done . . . . . 

                                                Deli-clubs served on a bun; 

 

                                                In whom His world rejoices . . . . . 

                                                Cups of soup and slurping noises; 

 

                                                Who from our mother’s arms . . . . . 

     A slice of shortcake with great charms; 

 

                                                Has blessed us on our way . . . . . 

                                                Topped with icy crème glacée; 

 

                                                With countless gifts of love . . . . . 

                                                  All thanked the Lord above; 

 

                                                  And still is ours today . . . . . 

                                                We pilgrims dine and pray. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. CSA: 2016-2017 CAMPAIGN 

 

Steve Tarnowski shared with councilors the new “Faith in Our Future” progress  
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report and newsletter.  He indicated that 8,000 newsletters have been mailed.  

The quarterly rebates for the appeal will be sent by the end of November.  Steve 

also shared with councilors an update on the CSA.  Councilors noted the 

importance of the role of the pastor in promoting the Catholic Services Appeal.  

Steve also indicated that $15,800.00 had been collected in the September Flood 

Relief collection.  $3,500.00 of this amount will be given to St. Vincent de Paul  

Society to provide new bed sets for families in the Odanah-Saxon area.  The rest 

of the amount will be sent to the National Office for Flood Relief.   

 

B.  NEW FEDERAL WAGE GUIDELINES 

 

 Mr. Lyons reported that according to proposed new regulations, employees        

 working more than 40 hours per week must receive overtime pay if their            

 salaries are under $47,476.00 per year ($913.00 per week).  He indicated that    

 this rule goes into effect on December 1, 2016.  Mr. Lyons then shared material 

 concerning the compliance with the New Fair Labor Standard Act                      

 Requirements.  He noted the various classification of employees in parishes and 

 listed statutory exemptions and special considerations for these regulations.  He 

 also indicated that he will be sending to parishes special information about        

 completing 1099 forms for the year. 

 

C.   USE OF TAMPER PROOF BAGS FOR OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

 

       Mr. Lyons shared with councilors a handout provided by Paul Altmann              

       concerning Catholic Mutual’s requirement for the usage of tamper proof            

       deposit bags for collections.  Councilors noted the importance of one of the  

       paragraphs on the handout, “Once the monies are collected by the ushers and  

       prior to being brought up to the altar the monies must be deposited into the  

       tamper proof bag and the bag sealed with more than one person present.”   

       Councilors encouraged the mandate of this policy.  Bishop Powers indicated 

       that he will propose a set of guidelines for the taking of collections and the 

       usage of tamper proof bags.     

 

                      D.  PROSPECTIVE PLC/PD CANDIDATES 

 

                            Bishop Powers indicated that he desired to be proactive with regards to the        

                            training of candidates for Parish Life Coordinators and Parish Directors.  He      

                            noted that he sought these positions in places where international priests have    

                            been assigned.  This topic led to a discussion by councilors regarding planning  

                            for the future in the diocese and the aging of clergy and viability of parishes.      

                            Councilors requested that Richard Lyons and Chris Newkirk revisit past            

                            diocesan planning and present to councilors any appropriate information in  
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 this regard which can be used for discussion at a future Presbyteral Council     

 meeting.   

          

E.     CREMATION AND BURIAL 

          

         Bishop Powers shared with councilors the recent Instruction from the               

         Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the burial of the deceased 

         and the conservation of the ashes in the case of cremation.  Councilors noted   

         the importance of this statement and recommended that a simple one-page       

         statement be prepared by the Bishop concerning this matter.  The statement  

         might contain bullet points for easy reading and could be shared with               

         parishioners and funeral directors.  Councilors agree that catechesis in this  

         area was definitely required and that a statement by the Bishop regarding this 

         Instruction could be a wonderful educational tool.   

 

F.      SPANISH RESOURCES AND OUTREACH 

     

   Chris Newkirk shared with councilors the recently completed Hispanic 

   Ministry Survey Results.  She also shared with councilors recent data from  

   the counties of the diocese regarding Hispanics (2% of overall population).  

   She noted that several priests had completed a survey and offered assistance    

         with regards to saying Mass, preaching and hearing confessions in Spanish.   

   She noted that some primary needs in this area include sacramental                  

         preparation in Spanish, resources for liturgy and catechesis, training for           

         outreach and the learning of the Spanish language.  Father Ed Anderson also 

   noted that the understanding of the Hispanic culture is very important. 

 

   Steve Tarnowski indicated that the Extension Society is offering a grant from 

   the Hilton Foundation for the sending of three Sisters to a missionary diocese  

   to assist with Hispanic ministry.  The application for this grant will occur in    

         the spring of 2017.  The grant is for five years at $125,000.00 per year.  These  

   Sisters would come and share ministry in a local area and also learn English at 

         the same time.  Councilors noted that any Sisters coming must have proper      

         skills for ministry here in northern Wisconsin.  In general, councilors               

         encouraged the pursuit of this grant. 

 

G.     POSITION OF TABERNACLE 

 

Bishop Powers requested discussion concerning the moving of the Tabernacle  

in the Church back behind the center of the altar.  Councilors noted that there 

can be many spaces in the Church for reverence and that depending on the  
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building structure several options for the placement of the Tabernacle could be  

offered.  Bishop Powers noted that he will continue to study this matter.  

       

H.     SYRIAN REFUGEES 

        

      Father Gerritts reported that St. Patrick Church in Hudson had been 

      approached by the USCCB to offer a contract for the settlement of 21 refugees 

      from Syria in the Hudson area.  The contract with the USCCB would last three  

      to six months and the parish would assist with transportation, housing,  

      employment opportunities, the learning of English and medical care.  Father    

      Gerritts indicated that the biggest issue in this case is that the refugees would   

      be Muslim.  Bishop Powers welcomed discussion regarding the refugee           

      question and the overall issue of discrimination.  Councilors were unanimous  

      in offering Father Gerritts and his parish community support in welcoming the 

      refugees in this project.   

  

  IX.       ONGOING FORMATION OF PRIESTS 

     

                Father Gordon reported that Monisgnor David Kunz was very well received at the         

                Annual Priests’ Retreat.  Those completing evaluations enjoyed the personal life stories 

                of Monsignor Kunz.  Father Gordon also reported that the 2017 Priests’ Retreat will be 

                held September 11-14 at Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center, in Trego.     

 

    Father Gordon and Chris Newkirk also shared the results of the evaluation  for the        

                annual clergy workshop which was held on October 16-18, 2016 at Ashland.  Those in 

                attendance enjoyed the setup of the workshop in the hotel dining room.  Respondents    

                agreed that all of the speakers were excellent this year.  There was some concern about 

                having a more central location for the workshop and some respondents noted it would  

                be more helpful if the workshop were to be held later in the year.     

   

                Father Gordon reported that he will be working with Bishop Powers in planning the      

                Priests’ Assembly which will be held April 2 – 4, 2017.  The event will be held at St.    

                Francis Church, Superior.     

      

X.      FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

                       

                Councilors noted the following possible agenda items:  issues with future planning in 

                the diocese and the usage of PLC/PD; involvement with the NFPC; follow-up               

                discussion on cremation; and the topic of Spanish resources in the diocese. 
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     XI.      TIME AND PLACE OF PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

 

     The next meeting of the Presbyteral Council will be held on Tuesday, February 21,       

                2017 at St. Joseph Parish in Hayward.  The meeting begins at 11:00 a.m.  

 

    XII.    ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING 

                

    Father Kemp led the council in a closing prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Reverend James F. Tobolski, Secretary 

 

Date:  November 22, 2016                           



   

                      

Calendar of Events                                                      DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR                                   

January 2017 
 

 
 

Sunday 01/01/17 SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

    WORLD DAY OF PEACE & OBSERVANCE OF NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 

Monday  01/02/17 OBSERVANCE OF NEW YEAR’S DAY Chancery Closed 

       

Sunday 01/08/17 SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY 
 

Monday 01/09/17 FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

Tuesday 01/10/17 ORDINARY TIME BEGINS 
 

Tuesday 01/10/17 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 

Topic: Grief and Bereavement 

    Location: St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward 

    Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204 
 

Saturday 01/14/17- NET RETREAT        

Sunday 01/15/17 Location: Immaculate Conception, New Richmond                                            

                                                Contact Kim Palmer: 715-246-4652 ext. 228 
 

Wednesday 01/18/17 CATHOLIC CHARITIES BUREAU ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 
 

Thursday 01/19/17 SCHOOL PRINCIPAL MEETING 

    Location: St. Joseph School, Rice Lake 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Friday-  01/20/17- SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP 

Saturday 01/21/17 Topic: Stewardship and Ethical Decision Making 

Location: St. Anthony Church, Tony 

    Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204 
 

Monday 01/23/17 DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN (ROE vs. WADE)        

    Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0240 
 

Tuesday 01/24/17 NEW TEACHER MEETING  

    Location: St. Joseph Parish Hall, Rice Lake 

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Tuesday 01/24/17- MARCH FOR LIFE  

Sunday 01/29/17 Location: National Capitol, Washington, DC 

    Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Sunday- 01/29/17- CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Saturday 02/04/17 Theme: Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge & Service  

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
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       Calendar of Events                                             DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR                                   

February 2017 

 

Wednesday 02/01/17 WEST REGION SCHOOL MASS- CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

    Location: St. Anne, Somerset 

Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Thursday 02/02/17 EAST REGION SCHOOL MASS- CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK                                                                   

                                                             Location: Holy Rosary, Medford 

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Thursday 02/02/17 WORLD DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE & FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
 
     

Friday-  02/03/17- 11
th

 ANNual MUSIC MINISTRY CONFERENCE 

Saturday 02/04/17 Location: TBA 

                                                Contact Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0233 
 

Saturday  02/04/17 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK ENDS 
 

Tuesday 02/07/17 WORLD MARRIAGE WEEK BEGINS 
 

Friday  02/10/17 WCRIS School Leadership CONFERENCE 

    Location: Pewaukee, WI  

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Friday-  02/10/17- SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP  

Saturday  02/11/17 Topic: Prophetic Leadership                                                                            

                                                Location: St. Anthony de Padua Church, Tony                                                       

                                                Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204 
  

Saturday 02/11/17 25
TH

  ANNUAL WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 
 

Monday 02/13/17 SUMMIT MEETING 

    Location: TBA 

    Contact Kay Berg: dreyouth@smctomahawk.com; 715-453-2878 
 

Tuesday 02/14/17          WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 
 

Tuesday 02/14/17 ST. PIUS PRIEST FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

                        1:30p                  Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior 

                                                Contact Fr. Andrew Ricci: paparicci@gmail.com; 715-392-8511 
                                                             

Tuesday          02/21/17 PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING    

                       11a-2p    Location:  St. Joseph, Hayward 

                                                Contact Fr. Gerald Harris: pastor@stbparish.com; 715-425-1870 or 

                                                Fr. James Tobolski: jtobolski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0207 
 

Tuesday 02/28/17 PRINCIPAL MEETING                                                                                                                        

                                                             Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake                                                                             

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
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WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES 

Additions/Changes 

January 2017 

The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;  

Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change 

 

December 20, 2016 

F-6 DIOCESAN OFFICIALS 

 DIOCESAN CHANCERY 

 Director of Administrative Services: Richard W. Lyons; 715-394-0203  Delete 

      rlyons@catholicdos.org    Delete 

 Director of Administrative Services: Daniel Blank; dblank@catholicdos.org Add  

F-13 PARISHES 

 FREDERIC  

 Sacramental Minister:  Rev. Shanthi Reddy Mandapati   Delete 

 Sacramental Minister:  Rev. Jojappa Madanu     Add 

F-13 PARISHES 

 GRANTSBURG  

 Sacramental Minister:  Rev. Shanthi Reddy Mandapati   Delete 

 Sacramental Minister:  Rev. Jojappa Madanu     Add  

F-27 PRIESTS 

 Mandapati, Rev. Shanthi Reddy       Delete 

 Madanu, Rev. Jojappa         Add 

 Sacramental Minister:  St. Dominic Parish   

     PO Box 606, Frederic, 54837-0606  

 Also Serves:    Immaculate Conception Parish, Grantsburg 
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JANUARY 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Rev. Jojappa 
Madanu 

2                     
Rev. Balaraju 
Policetty 

3 
Rev. Bala Red-
dy Allam 

4 
Rev. Joseph                
Kumar                          
Mayakuntla  

5 
Rev. Otto 
Bucher, OFM 
Cap. 

6 
Rev. Leon                
Flaherty, CPPS 

7 
Rev. Frank         
Kordek, OFM  

8 
Rev. Randall 
Knauf, OFM 
Cap. 

9 
 Rev. Ronald             
Olson, OFM 
Conv. 

10 
Very Rev. Paul 

Paré, OFM 

11                       
All Deacons in 
the Diocese  

12 
All Religious in 
the Diocese  

13 
All Seminarians 
in the Diocese 
& Increase 

14 
+ All Deceased 
Clergy of the       
Diocese* 

15 
Bishop James P. 
Powers 

16                                  
Rev. Barg               
Anderson 

17 
Rev. Edwin               
Anderson 

18 
Rev. John             
Anderson 

19 
Rev. Michael 
Crisp 

20 
Rev. Aaron                 
Devett 

21 
Very Rev. John 
Gerritts 

22 
Very Rev.              
Kevin Gordon 

23                              
Rev. Gerald 
Hagen  

24 
Rev. J. Patrick 
Hardy 

25 
Rev. Gerald  
Harris 

26 
Rev. Michael 
Hayden 

27 
Rev. Gregory 
Hopefl 

28 
Very Rev.             
Philip Juza 

29 
Rev. Donald 
Kania 

30 
Very Rev.   
Christopher 
Kemp 

31 
Rev. Sangmoon 
Kim 

    

 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR, WI - DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS 

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay 
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,       (name) _ today. 
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him  into the likeness  and holi-
ness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his  life be pleasing to You.                       
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen. 

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor 
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant 
Primary Business Address 
Address Lne 2 
Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 
PO Box 969 
Superior, WI  54880 *Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord, & let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen 

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor 
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant 
Phone:   715-392-2937 
Fax:       715-392-2015 
E-mail:  dlieberg@catholicdos.org   
PO Box 969 
Superior, WI  54880 



FEBRUARY 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Rev. James        
Kinney 

2 
Rev. Adam               
Laski 

3 
Rev. John Long 

4 
Rev. Patrick 
McConnell 

5 
Rev. Eugene 
Murphy 

6 
Rev. David 
Neuschwander 

7 
Rev. Shaji               
Pazhukkathara 

8 
Rev. Andrew 
Ricci 

9 
Rev. Ronald 
Serrao 

10 
Rev. Thomas 
Thompson 

11 
Very Rev. 
James Tobolski 

12 
Rev. Michael 
Tupa 

13 
Rev. Gerard 
Willger 

14 
Rev. James   
Bartelme 

15 
Rev. William 
Brenna 

16 
Rev. James 
Brinkman 

17 
Rev. Hugh            
Briody 

18 
Rev. Frederick 
Brost 

19 
Rev. Dean 
Buttrick 

20 
Rev. Bernard 
Byrne 

21 
Rev. William 
Cary 

22 
Rev. Daniel 
Dahlberg 

23 
Rev. John             
Drummy 

24 
Rev. Leonard 
Fraher 

25 
Rev. William  
Green 

26 
Rev. Virgil 
Heinen 

27 
Monsignor  
Philip Heslin 

28 
Rev. James  
Hoffman 

    

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR, WI - DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS 

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay 
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,       (name) _ today. 
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him  into the likeness  and holi-
ness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his  life be pleasing to You.                       
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen. 

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor 
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant 
Phone:   715-392-2937 
Fax:       715-392-2015 
E-mail:  dlieberg@catholicdos.org   
PO Box 969 
Superior, WI  54880 



DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

2016-2017 RESPECT LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 

ESSAY CONTENT:  Pick one of the following topics and explain what it means to you. 
 

 

WHO MAY ENTER:  Students in Grades 5 through 12  

REQUIREMENTS:  

 150-200 words - Students in Grades 5,6,7,8  

 200-300 words - Students in Grades 9,10,11,12  

Entries must include the following information on the following Essay ID  ½ page:  

 Contestants’ Name, Address, City, Zip code 
 Number of Words in Essay (NOTE: the entry is disqualified if the number of words in the essay 

does not meet the standards listed above). 
 Grade  
 Teacher’s Name & contact information 
 Fill in blanks for Home School, Religious Education, or Catholic School  

SEND ESSAYS TO:  Debra Lieberg / RESPECT LIFE OFFICE 
 Diocese of Superior 
 PO Box 969  

Superior, WI  54880 
POSTMARK DEADLINE:  

 Friday, January 20, 2017                       

If further ?’s, please contact Debra Lieberg @ 715-394-0240; dlieberg@catholicdos.org 

 

 

2016-2017 Respect Life Theme  From  

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
2017 March for Life Theme 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Quotes from the essays will be included in the Catholic Herald Newspaper. 

Prizes awarded to those essays chosen by the judging committee. 

 

dlieberg
Typewritten Text

dlieberg
Typewritten Text

dlieberg
Typewritten Text
.
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Office #:       

ESSAY IDENTIFICATION  ½ PAGE  (include this completed ½ page sheet with each entry): 

            # OF WORDS:     
CONTESTANT’S NAME, ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP CODE:           

 

            GRADE:       
 

TEACHER’S NAME, EMAIL & PHONE NUMBER:           

                
 

please list the address if different than the contestant’s above: Home School - 
 

                
 

Religious Education - please write the parish info:   

PARISH NAME ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP CODE:            

 
                           
 

 please write the school info:  Catholic School -

SCHOOL NAME, ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP CODE:           
  

                         

  

    ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
            

 
Office #:          

ESSAY IDENTIFICATION  ½ PAGE  (include this completed ½ page sheet with each entry): 
 

# OF WORDS:     
CONTESTANT’S NAME, ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP CODE:           

 

            GRADE:       
 

TEACHER’S NAME, EMAIL & PHONE NUMBER:           

                
 

please list the address if different than the contestant’s above: Home School - 
 

                
 

Religious Education - please write the parish info:   

PARISH NAME ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP CODE:            

 
                           
 

please write the school info:  Catholic School - 

SCHOOL NAME, ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP CODE:           
  

                                               



Rosary For The Respect of Human Life 

First Reflection: A Child; A Joy From The Womb [Lk 1,11-16] 

An angel of the Lord appeared, standing at the right of the altar of incense. The 

sight of this greatly distressed Zechariah and he was overcome with fear. But the 

angel said, "Zechariah, do not be fearful because you prayer has been heard. 

Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son and you are to name him John. He will be 

a joy and delight to you and many people will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 

great in the sight of the Lord. He must drink no wine or strong drink. And even 

from his mother's womb he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. And he will bring back 

many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 

Prayer: Gracious God, help all people to find joy and delight in each new human 

life, as did Zechariah and Elizabeth and help all people to come to believe that 

each human life is filled with your Holy Spirit from the mother's womb. 

Second Reflection: The Fear Of Motherhood [Lk 1,30-36] 

The angel said to her, "Mary, do not be afraid because you have won God's favor. 

And you are to conceive and bear a son and you are to name him Jesus. He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 

him the throne of David, his ancestor. He will rule over the House of Jacob forever 

and there will be no end to his reign." Mary said to the angel, "But how can this 

happen since I am a virgin?" And the angel answered her, The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you and the power of the Most High will cover you in its shadow. And 

so the child will be holy and be called Son of God.”.  

Prayer: Good and loving God, as the angel told Mary not to be afraid, we pray 

that all expectant mothers might not be afraid to bear the life you have given them. 

And may they come to sense that  your Holy Spirit will be with them and the power 

of the Most High will cover them in its shadow of love. And Lord, may they find 

caring people who will help them to carry their children, give them birth and raise 

them under your loving guidance. 

Third Reflection: A Child In The Womb Leaps For Joy [Lk 1, 39-45] 

Mary set out from Nazareth in Galilee and traveled as quickly as she could to a 

town in the hill country of Judah. She came to Zechariah's house and greeted her 

cousin Elizabeth. As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in 

her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and 

said, "You are the most blessed of all women and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. Why should I be so honored with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 

the moment that your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leapt for 

joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise of the Lord would be 

fulfilled for her. 



Prayer: God of all creation, please help all people to be filled with your Holy Spirit. May we 

all come to recognize that as St. John, even in his mother's womb, could leap for joy, so too 

are all children in the womb human lives that have the potential to be a great blessing to our 

world. 

Fourth Reflection: The Killing Of The Innocents [Mt. 2,16-18] 

King Herod was enraged when he realized that he had been deceived by the wise men. And 

he ordered the murders of all the boy children in Bethlehem and the surrounding district. He 

decreed death (or all two years old and under, determined by the date that he had been 

careful to obtain from the wise men. And that is how the words spoken thru the prophet 

Jeremiah came to be fulfilled: A voice was heard in Ramah, crying with loud lamentations. It 

was Rachel, sobbing for her children. She refused to be consoled because they were no 

more. 

Prayer: Gracious God, help our world that continues the slaughter of innocent children 

today. May we come to exercise a true choice for life over death and innocence over 

convenience. And touch the hearts of all who have been a part of this slaughter that they 

may weep for their actions and lament their decisions and so come to find consolation and 

forgiveness in you. 

Fifth Reflection: God's Love Of Little Children [Lk 18,15-17] 

People would bring little children to Jesus in order to let him just touch them. But when the 

disciples noticed this they tried to turn them away. But Jesus called the children over to him 

and said, "Let the little children come to me and do not try to stop them, for it is to just such 

as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. And I tell you solemnly, anyone who does not 

welcome the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us as a society to have the same love for little children that you 

have. Do not let us as a nation become like the disciples who kept the children from you. Do 

not let our country see children as a burden to be avoided. And help us all to become like 

little children so that we can enter your kingdom. 







  

WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2017 

 

Perhaps the best known Catholic contribution to responding to 
violent conflict is the just war tradition, which was developed in 

order to reduce recourse to war and to limit its humanitarian 

consequences.  But there is a second tradition as well.  

 

Lesser known is our Catholic commitment to active non-violence 
and building a just peace. Gospel non-violence is not passive. 

Rather, it entails active strategies such as peacebuilding, conflict 

transformation, restorative justice, and unarmed civilian 

protection. Seeking a just peace means preventing conflict by 

addressing its causes, building relationships, and facilitating 
healing and restoration. 

 

In his Message for the 50th World Day of Peace, celebrated on 

Jan. 1, 2017, Pope Francis urges families, faith communities, 

government leaders, and the international community to practice 

non-violence and work to build a just peace. 
 

As we seek to respond to this call, we can be inspired by 

numerous contemporary examples, including Catholic Relief 

Services’ peace and conflict resolution training in Central African 

Republic (bit.ly/car-crs) and the work of Catholics in the U.S. to 
build peace in their local communities (bit.ly/peaceCCHD). 

 

Working together, we can be vehicles of Gospel non-violence and 

a just peace. 

 

YOU CAN BE A PEACEMAKER. 

In war-torn Central 
African Republic, 
Archbishop Nzapalainga 
collaborates with Muslim 
and Evangelical leaders to 
organize interfaith prayer 
gatherings, promote peace 
schools, and advocate for 
peace. The Archbishop 
invited Imam Layama and 
his family to live with him 
when it became too 
dangerous for them at 
home: bit.ly/CARpeace  
Photo credits 1: Philip Laubner/ 

CRS; 2: Kim Pozniak/CRS 

http://bit.ly/car-crs
http://bit.ly/peaceCCHD
http://bit.ly/jan-1-peace-day
https://cruxnow.com/cardinals/2016/10/19/now-cardinal-african-prelate-already-saint/


 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

 1. Pray. Use the Prayer for Peace in Our Communities (below) 

with your family, school, faith community, or in other 

settings.  

 

2. Learn. Read the U.S. Catholic bishops’ The Harvest of 
Justice is Sown in Peace (bit.ly/harvestofjustice) especially 

the section on “Nonviolence: New Importance.” How can 

Gospel nonviolence challenge each of us personally, and as 

a nation? 

 
Learn about how faith communities are working for peace 

around the United States (bit.ly/peaceCCHD) and world 

(bit.ly/CRSpeace). How might the Holy Spirit be calling your 

community to respond? 

 
Look for reflections on Pope Francis’ World Day of Peace 

message on ToGoForth.org. 

 

3. Act. Join tens of thousands of others to advocate for 

policies that build peace at home and around the world.  For 
current action alerts, visit ConfrontGlobalPoverty.org and 

USCCB Action Center (Votervoice.net/USCCB/home).  

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

Let us pray . . . O Lord our God, in your mercy and kindness, no 

thought of ours is left unnoticed, no desire or concern ignored. 

 
You have proven that blessings abound when we fall on our knees 

in prayer, and so we turn to you in our hour of need. 

 

Surrounded by violence and cries for justice, we hear your voice 

telling us what is required . . . “Only to do justice and to love 
goodness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Mi 6:8). 

 

Fill us with your mercy so that we, in turn, may be merciful to 

others. Strip away pride, suspicion, and racism so that we may 

seek peace and justice in our communities. 

 
Strengthen our hearts so that they beat only to the rhythm of 

your holy will. Flood our path with your light as we walk humbly 

toward a future filled with encounter and unity. 

 

Be with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for only by the prompting of 
your grace can we progress toward virtue. 

 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Copyright © 2016, Therese Wilson-Favors. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quote 
taken from the New American Bible, Revised Edition, copyright © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, 

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

In West Baltimore, St. 
Peter Claver parish seeks 
to build peace. Through 
peace walks with Bishop 
Madden, conversations 
about violence and racial 
justice, and documenting 
police misconduct, St. 
Peter Claver is living the 
Gospel call to build 
peace: bit.ly/petercl 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-harvest-of-justice-is-sown-in-peace.cfm#Nonviolence
http://bit.ly/peaceCCHD
http://bit.ly/CRSpeace
http://www.togoforth.org/
http://confrontglobalpoverty.org/
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/home
http://bit.ly/petercl
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January 8-14, 2017 

 
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the United States has celebrated National 
Migration Week, which is an opportunity for the Church to reflect on the circumstances 
confronting migrants, including immigrants, refugees, children, and victims and survivors of 
human trafficking. The theme for National Migration Week 2017 draws attention to Pope 
Francis’ call to create a culture of encounter, and in doing so to look beyond our own needs and 
wants to those of others around us. In the homily given at his first Pentecost as pope, he 
emphasized the importance of encounter in the Christian faith: “For me this word is very 
important. Encounter with others. Why? Because faith is an encounter with Jesus, and we must 
do what Jesus does: encounter others.” 
 
With respect to migrants, too often in our contemporary culture we fail to encounter them as 
persons, and instead look at them as others or render them invisible. We do not take the time to 
engage migrants in a meaningful way, as fellow children of God, but remain aloof to their 
presence and suspicious of their intentions. During this National Migration Week, let us all take 
the opportunity to engage migrants as community members and neighbors – all of whom are 
worthy of our attention and support. 
Please find in this toolkit suggestions on how you can celebrate National Migration Week and 
educate community members about the Catholic Church’s position on migration.   
 
Por cerca de medio siglo, la Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos ha celebrado la Semana 
Nacional de la Migración, lo cual le brinda a la Iglesia una oportunidad para reflexionar sobre las 
circunstancias que enfrentan los migrantes, incluyendo a los inmigrantes, los refugiados, los 
niños y a las víctimas y sobrevivientes del tráfico humano. El tema para la Semana Nacional de la 
Migración 2017 hace hincapié en el llamado del Papa Francisco para crear una cultura de 
encuentro y, al hacerlo, a mirar más allá de nuestros deseos y necesidades a las de los demás 
alrededor del mundo. En la homilía que dio en su primer Pentecostés como Papa, él enfatizó la 
importancia del encuentro en la fe cristiana: “Esta palabra para mí es muy importante: el 
encuentro con los demás. ¿Por qué? Porque la fe es un encuentro con Jesús, y nosotros 
debemos hacer lo mismo que hace Jesús: encontrar a los demás.” 
 
Con respecto a los migrantes, a menudo en nuestra cultura moderna no los vemos como 
personas sino que los vemos como que fueran otros o simplemente nos son invisibles. No nos 
tomamos el tiempo para hacerlos partícipes en una manera significativa, como iguales hijos de 
Dios, sino que permanecemos alejados de su presencia y sospechosos de sus intenciones. 
Durante esta Semana Nacional de la Migración, tomemos esta oportunidad para hacerlos 
partícipes como miembros de la comunidad y como vecinos—todos los cuales son dignos de 
nuestra atención y nuestro apoyo. 
 
Por favor, en este kit de herramientas, encuentren sugerencias para la manera de celebrar la 
Semana Nacional de la Migración y para educar a los miembros de sus comunidades acerca de la 
posición de la Iglesia Católica sobre el tema de la migración.  

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2013/may/documents/papa-francesco_20130518_veglia-pentecoste.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2013/may/documents/papa-francesco_20130518_veglia-pentecoste.html
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Migration Facts 
 

Immigration Reform 
 
Position: The Catholic Bishops and the Church support humane immigration reform.  We must 
reform our broken system that separates families and denies due process. 
 
Facts: 

 Since 2010, 3.6 million immigrants have become naturalized US citizens. 

 Unauthorized immigrants also pay a wide range of taxes, including sales taxes where applicable 

and property taxes – directly if they own and indirectly if they rent. Estimates state that 

unauthorized migrants pay an estimated 11.64 billion dollars every year in state and local taxes. 

 It can take upwards of a decade for legal permanent residents to reunify with immediate family 

members from Mexico, the Philippines, and other countries. (Congressional Research Service) 

 
Refugee Protection 
Position: USCCB is the largest private refugee resettlement agency in the United States, helping 
to resettle more than one million refugees in the United States since 1975.   
 
Facts: 

 The top five populations resettled during Fiscal Year (FY) Y2015: Congo, Syria, Burma, Iraq, and 
Somalia. 

 12,000 Syrian refugees resettled in the United States since the start of the Syrian civil war in 
2011. (Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration) 

 According to the United Nation’s High Commissioner for Refugees, more than 66 million persons 
were displaced in the world at the end of 2015. (UNHCR) 
 
Unaccompanied Children and Families from Central America 
Position:  Unaccompanied children arrive at our borders without their parent or legal guardian 
with them. In recent years, many of these children were from El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras. Most are fleeing grave violence, gang recruitment and are seeking to reunify with 
family in the United States.  
 
Facts: 

 In FY 2015, Mexico deported 165,000 Central Americans. The number detained in Mexico has 
tripled in the past four years amid growing pressure and economic support from the US to stem 
the flow. (The Guardian) 

 73% of unaccompanied children who had legal representation won their immigration case in the 
United States, compared to 15% who were unrepresented. (American Bar Association) 
 
 
Immigrant Detention 
Position:  Immigrant detention is a growing industry in this country, with Congress allocating as 
much as $2 billion a year to maintain and expand it. Due to mandatory detention laws people 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states#Current and Historical Numbers and Shares
http://www.itep.org/immigration/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/R43145.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/30/us/syrian-refugees-in-the-united-states.html?_r=2
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2016/6/5763b65a4/global-forced-displacement-hits-record-high.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/27/us-mexico-mass-deportations-refugees-central-america
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/immigration/UACSstatement.authcheckdam.pdf
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who are not flight risks or risks to national security and are extremely vulnerable, such as 
asylum-seekers, families, and victims of human trafficking, are being held unnecessarily in 
detention.   
 
Facts: 

 In FY2015 the Department of Homeland Security detained 406,595 immigrants compared to 
486,651 in FY2014; it is required that 34,000 beds are filled each day. (Department of Homeland 
Security) 

 Community-based alternatives to detention programs cost on average $10.55 per person per 
day, as compared to $164 per person per day for detention.  (GAO) 
 
Human Trafficking 
Position:  Human trafficking is defined as the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, 
or obtaining of a person for labor or services through the use of force, fraud, or coercion, for the 
purpose of subjecting that person to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 
The Catholic Church has long objected to this practice as an affront to human dignity.  
 
Facts: 

 Estimates vary, but as many as 17,500 persons are trafficked into the United States annually. 

 Although sex trafficking remains a serious problem, the two largest trafficking cases in the 
United States involved labor trafficking, in Guam and in New York (Long Island).  
 
 

National Migration Week Talking Points 

 Catholics are called to stand with new American immigrants as our brothers and sisters. This is 

who we are. This is what we do. 

 We belong to the same Church no matter where we’re from. Our Catholic identity isn’t based on 

where we live but on our faith in Jesus Christ. We’re one family, and the Catholic Church is 

always our home. 

 In Pope Francis we have a leader from Argentina, a country of immigrants. He is the son of 

immigrants and a native Spanish speaker. These issues are close to his heart. 

 Immigration is about real people who are trying to find a better life and a new beginning. As 
Pope Francis stated, “Each migrant has a name, a face and a story.” 

 Welcoming immigrants is part of the Catholic Social Teaching and reflects the Biblical tradition 

to welcome the stranger. 

 The Catholic Church has been welcoming immigrants to the United States since the nation’s 

founding and has been integral in helping integrate into American culture.  

 In addition to welcoming and caring for those in need, the Church continues to uphold the 

centrality of family reunification as a critical component of our immigration system. 

 America is a better country due to the contributions of immigrants. 

 Forced displacement of people is at the highest level since World War Two, with more than 65 
million people displaced around the world.  

 Refugees are the most rigorously screened population coming into America. This screening 

happens before they ever set foot in our country. The United States has the most thorough 

background checks of immigrants of any nation in the world. 

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/dhs-releases-end-fiscal-year-2015-statistics
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/dhs-releases-end-fiscal-year-2015-statistics
http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/666911.pdf
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Letters to the Editor Tips 
 

Writing a letter to the editor (LTE) is the perfect way to offer a rebuttal, add another 
perspective, or express your appreciation for an already-published article or commentary piece. 
 
Please let us know if your letter to the editor is published! We’ll deliver it to elected officials and 
promote it on our social media. Completing this final step in the letter to the editor process 
helps ensure that your letter’s impact is even greater. Email us at migrationweek@usccb.org 
with a link to your published LTE. 
 
Letter to the Editor Writing Tips 

 Keep it short (150-250 words) – If you don’t edit your LTE, the news outlet might edit it 
for you. Since they could cut out your main point, it’s best to write something both 
punchy and brief. 

 Speak in your own voice. Tell why the article matters to you. Talk about your faith, 
professional experience or knowledge of climate change. Be personal and authentic.  

 Get local. Editors are generally more interested in letters that highlight local impacts. Can 
you relate the issues raised in a national piece on migration and immigration to issues 
impacting your own community? 

 Get personal. Migration is about people on the move. Personalize your perspective with a 
story about people you know affected by migration- a family member or someone you 
know from your church. 

 Follow these best practices: 
1) Reference a recent article (if possible). Your letter is most likely to be published if it 
responds directly to the newspaper's recent coverage of a specific migration issue. 
Mention the article you're responding to by its headline and date. 
2) Send your LTE in the body of your email, not as an attachment.  
3) Include contact information: Include your full name, contact information, location, 
and profession or expertise (if relevant) in the email as well. (The paper will not print 
your contact information.) 

 Be timely – Try to get your LTE in within 1-3 days after the relevant article is published.  

mailto:migrationweek@usccb.org
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National Migration Week 

Sample Letters to The Editor 
ENGLISH 

 
Dear Editor: 
 
Your recent article, [name of article], discussing the issue of immigration/refugees in the recent 
presidential campaign [and/or post-election cycle] was alarming [or reaffirming (depends on 
tone of article)]. [name of State or community] has a proud history of welcoming newcomers, 
including immigrants, refugees, and newly naturalized citizens.  
 
It is imperative that our local communities continue to provide a warm and welcoming presence 
to newcomers, so that they can feel a part of the community and contribute to its ongoing 
prosperity. In fact, more than 40% of America’s largest companies were founded either by 
immigrants or the children of immigrants. Newcomers, such as immigrants and refugees are 
indeed a part of our future community well-being.  
 
OR (in an article that has a religious theme or mentions a bishop or Church leader) 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Your recent article, [name of article], discussing the issue of immigration in the recent 
presidential campaign [and/or post-election cycle] was alarming [or reaffirming (depends on 
tone of article)]. As a Catholic, I have long held immigration and support for migrant 
communities as a central feature of my faith. We affirm that all people – immigrants and native 
born alike – are made in the image and likeness of God and are worthy of respect and support. 
As the Church celebrates National Migration Week this week, which provides an opportunity to 
raise awareness on its teachings related to migration, it is encouraging to see religious leaders 
stand in solidarity of migrants and encourage positive reforms that will help to fix our broken 
immigration system. 
 
SPANISH 
Estimado Editor: 
 
En su reciente artículo [nombre del artículo], donde discute el asunto de la inmigración/los 
refugiados en la reciente campaña presidencial [y/o después del ciclo electoral] ha sido 
alarmante [o reafirmante (dependiendo del tono del artículo)]. [Nombre del Estado o de la 
comunidad] conserva una orgullosa historia de acoger a los recién llegados, incluyendo a los 
inmigrantes, los refugiados y a los nuevos ciudadanos naturalizados. 
 
Es imperativo que nuestras comunidades locales continúen ofreciendo una presencia cálida y 
acogedora a los recién llegados para que ellos sientan que son parte de la comunidad y 
contribuyan a su continuo florecimiento. De hecho, más del 40% de las grandes compañías en 
los Estados Unidos fueron establecidas por inmigrantes o por hijos de inmigrantes. Los recién 
llegados, los inmigrantes y los refugiados, forman realmente parte de la futura prosperidad de 
nuestras comunidades.  



9 

 

  
OR (en un artículo que tenga un ángulo religioso o que mencione a un obispo, líder de la Iglesia 
o a la Iglesia Católica) 
 
Estimado Editor, 
 
Su reciente artículo, [nombre del artículo], donde discutía el asunto de la inmigración en la 
reciente campaña presidencial [y/o después del ciclo electoral] ha sido alarmante [o reafirmante 
(dependiendo del tono del artículo)]. Como católico, por mucho tiempo he mantenido a la 
inmigración y al apoyo por las comunidades inmigrantes como una característica central de mi 
fe. Nosotros afirmamos que todos los individuos—inmigrantes y nativos por igual—han sido 
hechos a imagen y semejanza de Dios y se merecen nuestro respeto y apoyo. Mientras que esta 
semana la Iglesia celebra la Semana Nacional de la Migración, lo cual brinda una oportunidad 
para concientizar sobre sus enseñanzas relacionadas a la migración, es muy alentador ver a los 
líderes religiosos en solidaridad con los migrantes y apoyando unas reformas positivas que 
servirán para arreglar nuestro quebrado sistema migratorio.   

 
“We must not be taken aback by their numbers, but rather view them as persons, seeing their 

faces and listening to their stories, trying to respond as best we can to their situation. To respond 
in a way which is always humane, just and fraternal.” – Pope Francis 

 

 
Photo Credit: CNS photo/Irish Naval Service via EPA 

 

National Migration Week Social Media Template 
 
Twitter Posts 
 
When tweeting, please be sure to include @usccbjfi and/or @MRSServes so we can know what 
you are doing and retweet your post.  
 
.@Pontifex says to offer the warmth and love of Christ to Immigrants and you will unlock the 
mystery of their heart. #Refugeeswelcome #NMW 
 
During #NMW @MRSserves recognizes the work of the Catholic Church in welcoming 
immigrants & refugees  #refugeeswelcome 
 
We cannot fully understand the plight of the refugee until we all embrace the power of 
encounter #encuentro #refegueeswelcome 
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La dura situación de los refugiados siempre ha estado present. Jesús fue un refugiado, en Su 
Nombre trabajamos para ellos #refugeeswelcome 

No podremos entender bien la triste situación de los refugiados sino hasta que les acojamos y 
estemos con ellos#encuentro #refegueeswelcome 

Facebook posts 
 
Please be sure to link any facebook post to www.justiceforimmigrants.org  
 
Celebrate the human dignity migrant this week as we celebrate National Migration Week 
(#NMW). Encourage those around you to know that #refugeeswelcome here. 
 
There are currently more than 65 million people around the world who have been displaced 
from their homes due to political instability and violence. We must continue to stand in 
solidarity with our brothers and sisters. #RefugeesWelcome 
 
As we celebrate National Migration Week #NMW we should be reminded of Hebrews 13:2 “Do 
not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.” Celebrate these words during this week and throughout the year #refugeeswelcome 
 
During this time of global displacement, we need to listen to our Catholic calling and welcome in 
the refugees who have been forced from their homes. As we look to the Bible for guidance we 
must remember that Jesus, our Lord and Savior was also a refugee. #Refugeeswelcome  
 

 

Photo Credit: CNS photo/Peter Nicholls, Reuters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/


11 

 

National Migration Week Action Alert 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Senator/Representative: 

As a Catholic, I believe in the human dignity of all immigrants and refugees. With more 
than 65 million people displaced from their homes, we are currently witnessing the 
worst refugee crisis since World War Two.  During National Migration Week, I 
celebrate the contributions of refugees and immigrants in our churches, communities 
and in our country. I ask that you, as an elected official: 
 

 support humane reforms that affirms the dignity of all migrants; and 

 recognize the contributions of immigrants and refugees in your community. 

 

Sincerely, 
  

 

Estimado Senador/Representante: 

Como católico, creo en la dignidad humana de todos los inmigrantes y refugiados. Con 
más de 65 millones de personas que han sido desplazadas de sus hogares, en estos 
momentos estamos siendo testigos de la peor crisis de refugiados desde la Segunda 
Guerra Mundial. Durante la Semana Nacional de la Migración, yo celebro las 
contribuciones de los refugiados y los inmigrantes en nuestras iglesias, nuestras 
comunidades y nuestra nación. Yo le solicito a usted, en su calidad de funcionario 
oficial que: 
 

 apoye reformas que afirma la dignidad de todos los migrantes; y 

 reconozca las contribuciones de los inmigrantes y refugiados en su 

comunidad. 

 

Sinceramente,  
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National Migration Week Petitions 

On Migrants  

For all bishops in our Church, that he may be encouraged by our prayers and support to lead 
God’s people in building a culture that respects the human dignity of all migrants, we pray to the 
Lord,  
For all Catholics, that God inspire them to take action in their local communities to support and 
protect migrants and to advocate on their behalf, we pray to the Lord,  
 
For our neighbors, coworkers, friends, fellow Christians, and all people, that they may grow in 
their awareness of the issue of migration and become a voice in the public square calling for 
greater protections for these populations, we pray to the Lord,  
 
For migrants, refugees, and all other strangers in our midst, that they may find strength in our 
concern for justice and feel the warmth of our love, we pray to the Lord. 
 
For the bishops, that they will continue in their commitment to refugee resettlement and 
provide in their communities a place of welcome, we pray to the Lord,  
For all refugees who are forced to flee from their homes, that God bring peace to them and their 
country of origin, we pray to the Lord  
 
For refugees in Africa, the Middle East, and elsewhere who are experiencing great suffering, that 
God might bring them to a place of peace and safety, we pray to the Lord  
 

  
Photo Credit: CNS 
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National Migration Week Advocacy: Community Engagement Ideas 
 

 Celebrate a Mass or prayer service in your local parish to coincide with National 

Migration Week. 

 Hold an information session or panel talk with a refugee or immigrant member of your 

community or parish. 

 Present on Catholic Social Teaching and Migration to your youth and church groups. 

 Write a letter to the editor as a way to promote education on migration. 

 Volunteer to teach English to newcomers. 

 Post on social media from our materials; post pictures of your event on social media. 

 Host a potluck with newcomers in your community to try new foods and encounter and 

learn about new cultures. 

 Fill out our postcard in support of humane migration policies and send it to your 

lawmakers. 

 Organize a walk or a similar community event to help raise awareness on migration 

issues. 

 Include migration-focused intentions in the prayer to the faithful. 

 Volunteer at your local Catholic Charities to work at a citizenship workshop. 

 BE SURE TO LET US KNOW WHAT YOU DID TO CELEBRATION NATIONAL MIGRATION 

WEEK!  

Let us know by email at migrationweek@usccb.org. 

 

 

Homily suggestions for National Migration Week 
 
“No American institution does more for immigrants than your Christian communities. Now you 
are facing this stream of Latin immigration which affects many of your dioceses. Not only as the 
Bishop of Rome, but also as a pastor from the South, I feel the need to thank and encourage 

you.” —Pope Francis, Prayer with the Bishops of the United States of America, September 2015 
 
Immigrants who come to the United States, and particularly those who are undocumented, are 
a particularly vulnerable population who need someone to speak on behalf of their human 
rights and dignity. Our moral tradition calls on all people of faith and goodwill to stand up in 
defense of life and human dignity; it is a fundamental calling for us as Catholics. Scripture speaks 
repeatedly of the migration experience, from Abraham who was sent out from his homeland in 
the Old Testament, to the Holy Family who fled Herod and lived their lives for a time as refugees 
in a foreign land. When the scriptural or liturgical texts address migration and themes related to 
it, whether on a special occasions or on regular Sundays, the homily can be an effective moment 
for prophetic instruction and encouragement.  
 
Throughout National Migration Week, the readings highlight the temporal character of 
existence and the importance that we not place too much trust in worldly goods. In recalling the 
temporal nature and recognizing the relative character of the goods of the earth, we must also 
guard against identifying too closely with the artificial divisions that separate one person from 

mailto:migrationweek@usccb.org
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another, divisions that become visible too often with respect to things like economic class or 
national origin. We must always behave towards others in such a way that respects their human 
dignity. We are called on to follow the path that God laid out for us and heed to the example of 
Christ, who “endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the 
throne of God. Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you may 
not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb 12:1-4).  
 

Welcoming the migrant and migration more broadly has a central place in the development of 
the Judeo-Christian tradition. Stories in both the Old and the New Testament highlight the fact 
that in providing hospitality to the stranger we might also be unwittingly entertaining angels 
(Heb 13:2; Gen 18:1-15). Abraham unknowingly provides hospitality to the Lord in Mamre 
helped secure he and Sara a child. Not only did Abraham show such hospitality, but he himself 
was once a migrant. The Letter to the Hebrews, highlights the story of Abraham who, by faith, 
“obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he 
went out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith he sojourned in the promised land as in a 
foreign country.” (Heb 11). It might be worth reminding those at Mass that our very faith has its 
roots by the decision made by one man, Abraham--a migrant--who decided to follow God’s 
command to travel to a foreign land.  
 
Jesus tells us that when we throw a banquet, we should not invite our relatives or wealthy 
neighbors, “but the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind” (Lk 14). Does this have any 
bearing on policies that are put into place with respect to migration? It does not mean is that we 
are obligated to invite all of the world’s poor into the country and disregard the well-being of 
those who are already here. Rather this passage invites us to reflect on the degree to which we, 
in our surplus, provide to those who live in a state of deficit. Where we are able to provide 
support and care for the poor and the downtrodden out of our excess, we are obligated to help. 
It is for this reason that we must balance the demands of the common good of our country, 
while responding to the needs of those standing on the outside who can benefit from our 
wealth. This can mean that we should implement a generous immigration policy that enables 
people to come and work and try to earn a better living than they might have available to them 
in their homeland. This might also mean that we turn our attention to the developing world and 
try to help these countries, through such mechanisms as foreign aid and humane trade 
agreements, to build up their economy so that their citizenry can find work there and not have 
to leave their families and communities to find it elsewhere. 
 
Too often the media messages that we hear in relation to migrants is distorted and provides a 
false understanding of who migrants are and why they come. The rhetoric surrounding this issue 
can easily bias people in ways that do not properly appreciate the benefits that migrants can 
bring to our communities. Teach people about what the Church’s rich body of social thought 
says about our Christian responsibility to “welcome the stranger among us.”  
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Draft Pulpit Announcement 
 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Justice for Immigrants campaign is currently working 
on behalf of the Bishops, including our own Arch/Bishop/Cardinal ___________, to promote 
humane migration policies towards refugees and immigrants that reflects our Catholic values. 
 
Join the U.S. Catholic bishops in support of protecting immigrants and refugees by sending an 
electronic postcard to Washington, DC asking that lawmakers ensure humane treatment 
towards migrants and refugees.  The postcards may be sent from Justice for Immigrants’ 
homepage at www.justiceforimmigrants.org 
 
More information about the Catholic bishops’ JFI campaign may also be found on the JFI 
website.  Again, that website is www.justiceforimmigrants.org 
 

“Closeness to the poor, the refugee, the immigrant, the sick, the exploited, the elderly living 
alone, prisoners and all God’s other poor, will teach us a different way of resting, one which is 

more Christian and generous.” – Pope Francis 
 

 
Photo Credit: CNS photo/Pascal Rossignol, Reuters 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/
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PADRE MISERICORDIOSO  
Y AMOROSO,
Te suplicamos que abras nuestro corazón 
para que brindemos hospitalidad y refugio
a los inmigrantes que están solos, temerosos,
y lejos de sus hogares.

Danos valor para acoger a cada forastero
como a Cristo en medio de nosotros,
para invitarlo a nuestras comunidades
como demostración del amor de Cristo por 

nosotros.

Oramos para que al encontrar una forastera,
veamos en ella el rostro de tu Hijo,
para que al conocer al otro,
tomemos su mano en señal de bienvenida.

Ayúdanos a vivir solidarios unos con otros,
a buscar justicia para los perseguidos
y consuelo para los que sufren.

Te lo pedimos por nuestro Señor Jesucristo, tu 
Hijo,

que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espíritu 
Santo,

un solo Dios, por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.



MERCIFUL AND  
LOVING FATHER,
We beseech you, open our hearts
so that we may provide hospitality and refuge
to migrants who are lonely, afraid,
and far from their homes.

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger 
as Christ in our midst,
to invite them into our communities
as a demonstration of Christ’s love for us.

We pray that when we encounter the other,
we see in her the face of your Son,
when we meet a stranger,
that we take his hand in welcome. 

Help us to live in solidarity with one another,
to seek justice for those who are persecuted
and comfort for those who are suffering.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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March 11 
THE LAST SEVEN 
UTTERANCES 

SDCCW Women’s Lenten Retreat 

St Peter the Fisherman  Eagle River 
8:45 am – 3 pm 

please bring journal, bible, rosary 

gathering refreshments and lunch included   

registration $30 to:  SDCCW Treasurer Sharon Thomas  

123 South Third Street, Medford WI, 54451  

   or online SDCCW.me 

Featured Speaker: 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Elizabeth Kelly is an award-
winning speaker and the 
author of five books, including 
Reasons I Love Being Catholic. 
She is trained as a spiritual 
director in the Ignatian 
exercises and leads retreats 
with a particular focus on 
helping women to flourish in 
their faith. She teaches in 
Catholic Studies at the 
University of St. Thomas (MN).  




