
 
 

         D I O C E S E  OF  S U P E R I O R 
             OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 
 
 

 
1201 HUGHITT AVENUE, P.O. BOX 969, SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 54880 

715-394-0205   FAX 715-395-3149 
 

April 2017 
 
My Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Soon our diocese will be taking up the Catholic Home Missions Appeal (April 29 & 30, 2017) 
and I ask that you prayerfully consider participating. This appeal supports the dioceses here in 
our own country that struggle to make ends meet and to serve all of the needs of their 
parishioners. It is through your generosity that many churches are able to keep their doors open 
and provide essential pastoral services. 
 
Home mission dioceses are those dioceses in the United States and its territories and that cannot 
provide basic pastoral services to Catholics without outside help. Basic pastoral services include 
Mass and the sacraments, religious education, and ministry training for priests, deacons, religious 
sisters, and lay people. Right now, over 40 percent of dioceses are considered home missions.  
 
Here in northern Wisconsin, the country church you might see in towns like Sanborn, Winter, 
New Post, Mellen, and Lac du Flambeau housing pockets of Catholic faithful with no resident 
priest, are home missions. They are financially fragile even in the best of times.   
 
Mission dioceses often struggle with isolation and a lack of pastoral and lay leadership. With 
your support, the Catholic Home Missions Appeal can continue to provide catechesis, lay 
leadership training, funding for seminarian education, and other essential pastoral outreach in 
home mission dioceses.  
 
This past year, thanks to our generous collection response, the United States Bishops’ Committee 
on the Home Missions awarded the Diocese of Superior $125,000 for Lay Formation and 
Leadership Development, Seminary Education support, Priestly Education, and Diaconate 
Formation.  With your support, the Catholic Home Missions Appeal can continue to provide 
essential pastoral outreach here in our Diocese. 
 
Please prayerfully consider how you can support the appeal this year. Thank you, and God bless 
you. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Most Rev. James P. Powers 
Bishop of Superior 


