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CALENDAR 

April 1 

Easter 

April 6-8 

High School Leadership  
Rhinelander (Crescent Lake) 

April 16 

School Testing Window Open 

April 24 

Principal Meeting  
Haugen  

May 8 

Teacher Catechist FED Retreat 
St. Joseph, Rice Lake 

May 14-15 

SMDP Seminar 
Rice Lake 

May 17 

SUMMIT Gathering 
St. Joseph, Rice Lake 

 

 

D IOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

B ISHOP HAMMES CENTER 

315 WEST 5TH STREET 

HAUGEN WI 54841 

715.234.5044 

 

 

WISHING YOU A FAITH-FILLED HOLY WEEK AND HAPPY EASTER 

The Superior Catechist has been published since the fall of  2003 as a way for 
the Diocese of Superior to connect with catechists and teachers across the  
diocese. In the almost 15 years since its first publication we hope you’ve  
benefited from the information and articles shared there. As we move ahead, 
we’d love to know what you think. Since many of you also receive this  
publication we’re wondering if you’d be willing to complete the following brief 
survey by either sending this form to Bishop Hammes Center/ PO Box 280/ 
Haugen WI 54841 or by going online to the diocesan website at 
catholicdos.org/superior-catechist . Questions or answers can be directed to 
Grace Busse at gbusse@catholicdos.org as well. Thank you! 

 
1. Do you read this publication?  

            a.  All of it       b.  About half      c. Only what I’m interested in    d. No 

 
2. Do you receive the Catholic Herald?  

            a. Yes      b. No 

 
3. Would you read this publication if it were delivered electronically? 
 What electronic mode would you prefer?  

 
 a. No   Yes-  b. Email   c. Facebook   d. Blog   e. Podcast   f. Other  
 _________________________________      

 
4. What suggestions do you have for content in this publication?  

 
 ___________________________________________________ 

https://catholicdos.org/superior-catechist
mailto:gbusse@catholicdos.org
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SUMMIT EVENT—MAY 17TH 

CATHERINE OF SIENA  

Saint Catherine of Siena was a born in 
1347  and became a Third Order  
Dominican when she was 18. During 
her short life she became one of the 
most influential people of her time  
especially for her involvement in  
healing Great Schism. She was declared 
a Doctor of the Church in 1970.   

“Proclaim the truth and do not be silent 
through fear.”  
- St. Catherine of Siena  

HIGH SCHOOL DISCIPLESHIP WEEKEND 

RESTLESS:  
Made for Union 
with God 

 

Date: April 6-8, 2017 

Location: Crescent Lake 
Camp, Rhinelander WI 

Register by: March 15th 

Cost: $120 

RESTLESS 
HIGH SCHOOL 

DISCIPLESHIP  

WEEKENDS 

This is an amazing opportunity to become a witness for Christ 
through a deepening of relationships with Him in Mass, Prayer and 
Reconciliation, talks, small groups, activities and authentic Catholic 
fellowship. If youth from your parish will be participating in  
Extreme Faith Camp as High Schoolers, we ask that they attend one 
of the Diocesan Discipleship Weekends to help form them for their 
experience at Camp. Please contact Grace Busse at 715-234-5044 or 
gbusse@catholicdos.org to register.  

Theme: What does Discipleship look like  

outside of our Wednesday programs? 

What will you learn at this workshop? Teaching the faith is more 

than just an hour long process one day a week. We are all aware 

that we are creating disciples of Jesus Christ. It isn’t about a text 

book, a curriculum or a program. It is ALL of that and more! 

What should we be doing besides a once a week “classroom”?  

Location: St. Joseph  in Rice Lake 
Time: 8:30 to 2:45 
Presenter: Anna Richardson , DRE/Youth Minister Ashland WI 
Cost: Free for SUMMIT members, / $20 for everyone else 
RSVP: Before May 11th to Kay Berg at dreyouth@smctomahawk.com or 715-453-2878 

Please see flyer for more details  
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Presenter: Kay Berg 

Spiritual Leader: Fr. Samuel Schneider 

Please register for this event by  
contacting Grace Busse at 715-234-5044 
or gbusse@catholicdos.org 

Deadline to register is May 1st.  

Please see the flyer for more details  

 

CATECHIST—TEACHER FED RETREAT—MAY 8TH 

 RELGIOUS EDUCATION TECH GRANT—5 DAYS REMAINING 

Good Afternoon, 

It has been requested by some of you that the diocese investigate ways in 
which the parish religious education programs could receive grants to  
purchase and update technology in the parishes in order to teach and spread 
the faith effectively.  Some of the things to consider updating are  
computers, Wi-Fi and general internet connections, and possibly purchas-
ing iPads or other tablets.  Some of you might even be interested in a smart 
T.V. 

To help you all on this, Steve Tarnowski (diocesan development director) 
and I will submit two grant proposals for the entire diocese.  The first will be submitted in May 2018, but we will 
not hear of acceptance until May 2019 (possibly up to $10,000).  The other we will submit by August 1 and should 
hear by November 2018 (possibly up to $25,000).  In order to submit these grant proposals though, we need some 
information from you (giving us this information does not guarantee you will receive grant money but will  
definitely help us to write a better proposal on the entire diocese behalf.  We will have a grant application period in 
which you will submit your proposals after we know how much money we receive from the initial proposal). 

1) What kind of technology do you need for your religious education and youth ministry programs? (be as  
specific as you can but the skies the limit at this point – dream big – if you don’t ask for it you’ll never get it) 

2) How would you use this technology in the evangelization mission of the Church? (these grants are for using tech-
nology to evangelize so we need good and confident explanations in the proposal on this) 

Please send this information to us by April 1 so we have time to put together the first grant proposal by the dead-
line.  Thank you!! 



MARRIAGE RETREAT 

PAGE 4 THE CATECHETICAL LEADER 

February 6 
 

St. Paul Miki was a Japanese nobleman studying to  
become a priest when he was martyred with twenty 
five companions in 1597.  Their courage in facing 
death, so impressed onlookers that some of them later 
converted.  
 

Ask Christ to help you become happy. I obey Christ. Af-
ter Christ's example, I forgive my persecutors. I do not 
hate them. I ask God to have pity on all, and I hope my 
blood will fall on my fellow men as fruitful rain." 
- St. Paul Miki (1562 - 1597)  

Featuring Dr. Allen Hunt 

When: August 18, 2018; 9 am to 1 pm 

Where: Holy Family Catholic Church 

Cost: Tickets are $25 and can be obtained at    
 DynamicCatholic.com or by calling 
 859-980-7900 

RCIA TRAINING INFO 

The Catechetical Institute 
of Franciscan University 
will be offering an RCIA 
Training sponsored by the 
Diocese of La Crosse 

The June 2 conference will address RCIA’s many  
challenges, and also offer many solutions. Topics  
include: Developing a 3-5 year plan, best practices, 
Pastoral components, formation of an RCIA team, as 
well as many others.  

The cost for this event is $25 per person or $50 per 
parish (unlimited participants). Lunch is included.  

 

What’s the most important word in marriage? What is really going on in your wife’s head? What do you wish 
your husband knew about you? Discover key ingredients to a healthy and happy marriage at the Passion & 
Purpose for Marriage event. Take your relations to a whole new level.  

LAY MINISTRY ENRICHMENT 

RETREAT 

The Lay Ministry 
Enrichment Retreat 
is Saturday, April 
28, 2018 from 9am-
6pm at St. Joseph’s 
Parish Hall, 
Hayward. The cost 
is $25 per person, with lunch and other refreshments 
provided. Fr. Gerard Willger will lead participants on 
a spiritual journey into the depths of how the laity are 
charged with the responsibility of being Salt, Light and 
Leaven for the World. The retreat meets all the Dioce-
san requirements for Catechists and Catechetical Lead-
ers. Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; 
cnewkirk@catholicdos.org.  

EVENTS IN NEIGHBORING DIOCESES  

April 5-8 Holy Shroud of Turin Photographic Exhibit   Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine 

April 7 oi 15 Retreat Day Adults with Cognitive Disabilities   Diocese of Green Bay 

April 27 Hymn Festival: A Quilt of Hymnody    Diocese of Madison 

May 18  For all the Saints       Diocese of Madison 

http://www.guadalupeshrine.org/events/holy-shroud-exhibit
http://www.gbdioc.org/disretreat?
https://madisondiocese.org/calendar
https://madisondiocese.org/calendar
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1. HIGH SCHOOL DISCIPLESHIP WEEKEND 

2. RCIA TRAINING  

3. LAY MINISTRY ENRICHMENT RETREAT 

4. SUMMIT FLYER 

5. CATECHIST—TEACHER FED RETREAT 

ATTACHMENTS 

The following is a  list of confirmation retreats being offered in and near the diocese. We hope that this can be a  
resource for helping everyone to find a retreat. If there is a young person from your parish who would like to  
participate in a retreat listed below, please contact the parish directly. Please remember that each location may  
decide to close their retreat to further registrations at any time. Thank you to all of the parishes willing to open up 
their retreats! 
 
Medford: April 21 & 22 2018, 2:00 pm Saturday- 10:30 Mass on Sunday, Spiritus Team  
Gilman: April 8th with 9 am to 5 pm with Sister Julia Walsh 
 

NET Center: A confirmation retreat is held at the NET Center in St. Paul, MN once a month,  
please click here for more details.  

If your parish is offering a retreat that you would like to have included, please contact gbusse@catholicdos.org and 
we’ll add it!  

Rice Lake and Cathedral retreats previously advertised are now closed. Thank you! 

CONFIRMATION RETREATS 

http://www.netusa.org/confirmation/


RESTLESS 
HIGH SCHOOL 

DISCIPLESHIP  

WEEKENDS 

DEC. 8-10, 2017 

CROSSWOODS CAMP 

MASON, WI 

APRIL 6-8, 2018 

CRESENT LAKE BIBLECAMP 

RHINELANDER, WI 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER VI S I T   

CATHOLIC.DOS/HIGH -SCHOOL-LEADERSHIP  



REGISTRATION FORM
Name:  _________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________

Email:  __________________________________________

Parish: __________________________________________

________________________________________________

Conference Fee: 
$25 per person or  

$50 per parish (unlimited participants). Lunch is included. 
Early Bird discount 

$20 per person or $40 per parish – by May 1!

Make Checks Payable to: 
Diocese of La Crosse

Please Mail Registration Form to:  
Diocese of La Crosse — RCIA 

P.O. Box 4004 | La Crosse, WI 54602-4004 
Registration Deadline: May 14, 2018

For More Information Contact: 
Jen Mickschl at 608-791-0161,  
or email jmickschl@diolc.org

RCIA 
RENEWING THE PARISH

SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2018
H O L Y  C R O S S  D I O C E S A N  C E N T E R

Becoming a  
committed, life-long 

disciple of Jesus.

Featuring Dr. Petroc Willey and Bill Keimig  
from the Catechetical Institute,  

Franciscan University of Steubenville

C E L E B R A T I N G

BUI LD I NG  UP ON A  TR AD I T I ON  
OF  CATHOL I C  FA I TH

Y E A R S

3710 East Ave. S. PO Box 4004  | La Crosse, WI  54601 
W W W . D I O L C . O R G / R C I A



Petroc Willey, STL, PhD, is the 
Director of the Catechetical Institute and of the 
Office of Catechetics at Franciscan University, 
Steubenville. He worked in English Catholic 
higher education, in Oxford and in Birmingham, 
for more than twenty-five years, in seminary 
and lay institutions, and in both traditional  
and distance education. Appointed by Pope 
Benedict XVI a Consultor for the Pontifical 
Council for the Promotion of the New Evan-
gelization in Rome, Petroc was for more than 
twenty years editor of a journal for catechetical 
leaders, The Sower. He also hosted the EWTN 
catechetical series, Handing on the Faith. He  
is married to Katherine and has four children.

Bill Keimig is currently the Assistant Di-
rector of the Catechetical Institute at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, Ohio.  For 15 years, 
he served as the Director of Religious Education 
at St. Mary’s of Piscataway Catholic Church 
in Clinton, Maryland.  Along with this work, 
Bill served as a master catechist in the Faith 
Foundations Catechist Formation Program for 
the Archdiocese of Washington, DC.  He served 
for nine years as the Director of the Association 
for Catechumenal Ministry (ACM), which assists 
dioceses in training clergy and laity to do RCIA 
ministry, and was the managing editor of ACM’s 
series of RCIA texts currently used in thousands 
of U.S. parishes and in many other countries.  
He and his wife, Heather, have six children.

Ann Lankford is the Director for the 
Office of Catechesis and Evangelization for the 
Diocese of La Crosse, Wisconsin.  She has held 
this position for fifteen years.  She received her 
MA in Theology and Christian Ministry with a 
specialization in Catechetics from Franciscan 
University of Steubenville in 1998 and received 
the St. John Bosco Conference Certification in  
the Apostolate of Director of Religious Education.  

Chris Carstens is Director of the Office 
for Sacred Worship in the Diocese of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, a visiting faculty member at the 
Liturgical Institute at the University of St. Mary 
of the Lake in Mundelein, Illinois, and editor of 
the Adoremus Bulletin. He lives in Soldiers Grove, 
Wisconsin, with his wife and eight children.

Sessions for those with  
over 5 years of experience:
1.   Successes and challenges in RCIA: Strengthening  

personal commitment to Christ. How can we build  
upon past and present successes to make our  
programs better?

2.   Teaching to convert minds and hearts:  How can good 
teaching engage the candidates and lead to a deeper  
encounter with Jesus?

3.   Rites:  Gateways and Sources of Grace for Conversion.  
Why and how do we celebrate the minor rites?

4.   Developing a 3-5 year plan to go to the next level.  
Practical next steps?

Sessions for those with  
5 years of experience or fewer:
1.   Motivational and inspirational overview of RCIA process:  

How RCIA can reinvigorate my parish and its people.

2.   The best catechetical practices and resources to engage 
candidates and lead them to encounter Christ.

3.   Rites:  Gateways and Sources of Grace for Conversion. 

4.   Developing a plan for next steps. 

Sessions for all participants:
1.   Pastoral Components:  from initial motivation to firm  

conviction to a Catholic Worldview. How can our RCIA  
process make life-long, joyful, and evangelical Catholics? 

2.   Formation of a local RCIA team through Steubenville’s  
Catechetical Institute with ongoing resources. 
How can I develop a team with a heart for mentoring?

ConFerenCe PreSenterS

Do you find it difficult to incorporate the rCIA’s many rites?
Are the rCIA’s teachings leading to commitment to Christ?  

Is it a challenge to find supportive team members?
If you have struggled with any of these aspects of RCIA, then this conference is for you.

The RCIA process is the Church’s privileged 
place to form new Catholics in their  
relationship with Christ and His Church.  

As the Diocese of La Crosse celebrates its  
150th anniversary in 2018, we look ahead  
to what is the best way to continue fostering 
faith and conversion.

Numerous evangelization programs exist, but  
at their core must beat a catechumenal heart.  
The RCIA process remains to be fully initiated  
in most parishes. 

Who should attend? Any who work in RCIA—
deacons, coordinators, catechists, team  
members, sponsors. 

The June 2 conference will address RCIA’s  
many challenges, and also offer many  
solutions. Topics for the day include:



Diocese of Superior  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
Open to all lay people with a heart of service and passion for the common good. 

 

Lay Ministry Enrichment Retreat   

April 28, 2018 
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

At St. Joseph’s Parish Hall and Church in Hayward, WI 
 

Cost: $25 (Refreshments and Lunch Included) 
Group Discount for 4 or more from a Parish/Cluster ($75 for the entire group). 

 

“Salt, Light and Leaven” 
Fr. Gerard Willger will lead participants on a spiritual journey into the depths of how the laity 

are charged with the responsibility of being “Salt, Light and Leaven for the World.” 
 

This retreat meets all the Diocesan requirements for Catechists and Catechetical Leaders. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------- Cut and Return ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Lay Ministry Enrichment Retreat 2018 – Diocese of Superior 
 
Check one that applies:              Single Attendee                Group Attendees 
 

1. Name _________________________________________________________________________    

    Parish/Cluster___________________________________________________________________ 

    Address: ________________________________ City:__________ State:  ___ Zip:____________ 

    Phone: ___________________________ E-mail Address:________________________________ 
 

2. Name__________________________ E-mail Address___________________________________ 
3. Name__________________________ E-mail Address___________________________________ 
4. Name__________________________ E-mail Address___________________________________ 
5. Name__________________________ E-mail Address___________________________________ 
 

 

Amount enclosed: $______________ 
 

Please return registration portion along with fees No Later than March 16, 2108 to:  

Ms. Chris Newkirk / Lay Ministry Enrichment 
Diocese of Superior 
P.O. Box 969 
Superior WI, 54880 
 



SUMMIT EVENT 

Thursday May 17th  

St. Joseph Church 

Rice Lake, WI 

Presenter: Anna Richardson  DRE/Youth Minister 

 Our Lady of The Lake Ashland, WI  

Schedule of the day 

8:30AM  Welcome/Registration 

9:00   Opening Prayer 

9:15    Presentation 

11:30  Mass 

12:15  Lunch  (Free will donation) 

1:00    Presentation 

2:45    Closing Prayer 

Please RSVP to Kay Berg  

BEFORE May 11th to 

dreyouth@smctomahawk.com or  

715-453-2878 

Anna Richardson graduated from Benedictine College in Kansas with degrees in 

Theology and Youth Ministry, and a minor in Psychology, and has been “in the 

trenches” of youth ministry for over 10 years.  She was previously the Director 

of Religious Education and Youth Minster at St. Mary’s in Tomahawk, and now 

serves at Our Lady of the Lake in Ashland, where she grew up.  She is proud to be married to a farmer, 

who also works for the United States Department of Agriculture as a Farm Loan Officer.  They have 4 

beautiful children: 3 wild boys (ages 5, 4 & 2) and 1 girl (9 months).   

Theme: What does Discipleship look like outside of our Wednesday programs? 

What will you learn at this workshop? Teaching the faith is more than just an hour 

long process one day a week. We are all aware that we are creating disciples of 

Jesus Christ. It isn’t about a text book, a curriculum or a program. It is ALL of that 

and more! What should we be doing besides a once a week “classroom”?  

SUMMIT MEMBERS FREE 

ALL OTHERS $20 FEE  

LUNCH WILL BE A FREE WILL 



Why Should We Pray? 
 Should We  
Why 

Pray 

St. Joseph, Rice Lake 

9 am to 3 pm 

May 8th 2018 

Catechist-Teacher FED Retreat 

Presenter: Kay Berg 

 

Spiritual Leader:  

Fr. Samuel Schneider  Kay Berg has been working in various ministries for 
the Catholic church for over 18 years. She is  
currently the Youth Minister and Coordinator of 
Religious Education for St. Mary Church in  
Tomahawk, and has been in that position for the 
majority of those 18 years. She holds certificates in 
both Youth Ministry and Servant Leadership. She is 
currently working on her Bachelor’s degree in  
Religious Studies and Organizational Management 
from Viterbo University. Kay has lead several  
Confirmation retreats, catechist in-services, teacher in-services and 
adult faith formation programs. Kay is the Mother of a 23 year old 
daughter, a 22 year old son, and Step-Mother to two girls who are 18 
and 16 years old. Kay is a very proud Navy Mom and in her free time 
she likes to snow shoe, kayak, exercise with Piyo and is a runner.  

Please register for 

this event by  

contacting Grace Busse 

at 715-234-5044 or 

gbusse@catholicdos.org  

Deadline to register is 

May 1st.  




