MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
February
26

The Catechetical Leader
Diocese of Superior
Bishop Hammes Center
315 W. 5th St.
P.O. Box 280
Haugen, WI 54868
715-234-5044

Principal Pastor
Gathering, Rice Lake

Newsletter Date

27-28

Marriage Prep Facilitator
Training, WITC, Rice Lake

March
6-7

School of Servant
Leadership, Tony

7-14

World Marriage Week

12

Post-Ordination Class for
Permanent Deacons,
Spooner

12

Principal Skype Discussions

18

Youth Rally, Cathedral,
Superior

19

PCL Skype Discussions

21-22

February 2015

Diocesan Youth Rally
One Direction
Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
March 18, 2015
5:30 PM—9:00 PM
GRADES 6-12
Live music, adoration and interaction with youth from across the diocese. Bring
sock donations for the local St. Vincent de Paul. A drawing for all those who donate
with special prizes! Parish registrations are now open. Learn more about the speaker and lead guitarist. Click here to promote this event in your parish. Be sure to
share this flyer with your youth.

Life In The Spirit, Marathon

22

Family Synod, Dobie

24

Chrism Mass, Cathedral,
Superior

April
24-26

HS Discipleship U, Crosswoods

July
11

Anniversary Mass, Cathedral,
Superior

September
22-25

World Meeting of Families,
Philadelphia PA

Joel Stepanek has been actively and passionately involved in youth ministry for over ten
years. What began as a simple internship in a parish youth ministry office evolved into an
incredible adventure that led him on numerous middle school lock-ins, high school retreats,
and ultimately to meet his wife, Colleen, who is a campus minister. Joel is the Life Support
Coordinator for Life Teen International where he creates engaging youth ministry curriculum for high school students. He received his undergraduate degree in Religious Studies
from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, and is currently pursuing his Master’s degree in
religious education from Fordham University. He loves cooking, spending time with his wife,
and cheers exclusively for the Green Bay Packers.
Justin Stroh journeys with his audience laughing, crying, and even singing. Justin was the
kid last picked for the team. As a slow learner he struggled to love himself and others. He
turned to the pleasures of this world and built masks to protect him from being hurt. In high
school Justin heard the voice of Jesus call his name as he was walking through the halls of his
public school. It was at that point he allowed the strong and holy name of Jesus to become
the banner over his heart. This connection with Jesus is the root that brings full life into
every thought, desire and action life’s journey. Through music, personal stories, entertaining humor and spiritual depth Justin desires to be an instrument of peace as a fellow pilgrim
on the way.

HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TRAINING
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CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY
The following workshop will be presented by
the Office of Diaconal Life and is open to
interested persons.

For more information

Topic: Emergence of Models of Church
Throughout History

contact :

Presenter: Rev. Dennis Mullen

(715)394-0235

Location: St Francis de Sales, Spooner

or

Date: Thursday, March 12, 2015

dgeiler@catholicdos.org

Dcn. Dennis Geisler

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Registration Deadline: March 1, 2015

Registration form is attached to this email

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER SKYPE DISCUSSION NOTES
February 12, 2015 Skype Parish Catechetical Leaders Discussion Notes and Parish Catechist
Description can be found as an attachment to this email.
Next PCL Skype Discussion scheduled for March 12, 10:00am or 1:00pm—Register with
mward@catholicdos.org

Life In The Spirit
“Who teaches us
to love? Only the
Holy Spirit.” Pope Francis

IGNITE

A Teen Life in The Spirit
March 21—22, 2015
St. Anthony Retreat Center, Marathon, WI
Grades 9-12 Cost: $120
To register: call Laura @ 715-362-3169 ext. 234
For Registration, flyer and forms go this Link
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How Pope Francis Changed Our Life
And How He Can Change Yours
March 22, 2015

Representatives from the
Family Synod

1:30—3:00 PM

Jeff and Alice Heinzen

Our Lady of Lourdes, Dobie
See attached document: Family Synod

HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TRAINING

High School Leadership Training
with Doug Tooke
Grades 9-12
April 24-26, 2015

Friday starts at 7:00 PM and ends by Sunday 12:00 Noon
Crosswoods Camp, Mason WI

Cost: $110/person by April 17.
Go to this Link for flyer, forms and registration

Papal Visit
Pope Francis is coming to Philly this September 2015. A delegation
of families, single, married, divorced, etc. are welcome to join the
diocesan pilgrimage in September. Early bird registrations are
through April 30, 2015. Pilgrimage begins with a flight out of Minneapolis (other airports can be arranged), visits to the Shrines of St.
John Newman and St. Katherine Drexel. Should families need an
alternative plan, the Diocese of Superior is doing a family exchange
with Philadelphia area parishioners. Parishes may call the Office of
Marriage, Family and Youth Ministry to set a parish mission, for a
Q&A session.
Learn more: World Meeting of Families Registration
Linneamenta Synodii
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2015 Totus Tuus Schedules
June 12 - 19
Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
June 20 - 26
St. Joseph Parish, Hayward
July 4 - 10
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish,
Ladysmith
July 11 - 17
St. Anthony of Padua, Park Falls
July 18 - 24
St. Patrick Parish, Hudson

July 18 - 26
St. Joseph Parish, Amery
July 25 - 31
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Merrill
August 1 - 7
St. Francis de Sales, Spooner
August 8 - 15
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
Parish, Medford

Totally Yours!

Christopher West in April 2015

For online registration go to this Link
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Liturgical Season (Lent) Innovation

ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 18, 2015

40 Unique Ideas For The 40 Days!
CHRISM
MASS
Cathedral
MARCH 24, 2015

PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 29,
2015EASTER
SUNDAY

GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 3, 2015

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 5, 2015

Creative ideas for catechists/parents working with young people.
Check out these innovative ideas!

Daily Lent Reflections From Fr. Robert Barron
Available in both English and Spanish.
Fr. Robert Barron is offering free daily
reflections for the Lenten Season.
Join over 200,000 people around the
world on this journey.
Sign up here for English.
Registro para espanol.

Retreat Online With Creighton University

Each week contains a GUIDE which should be read careful early in the week - hopefully
on Sunday. Each Guide is meant to make a home in the background of our consciousness all week long. Read it on Sunday and we might want to read it once or twice more
during the week to remember well its theme and the grace to be prayed for each week.
Learn more.

Free e-Book - 7 Ways To Practice Lent by Joe Paprocki
Lent is the season when God calls his people to return to him with their whole heart.
God says that when we return to him, we will find him gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and rich in kindness.
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Theology of the Body
Head & Heart Immersion Course, with Bill Donaghy
April 26—May 1, 2015
Techny Toweres Retreat Center, Northbrook IL (Chicago Area)
www.tobinstitute.org
go to Diocese of Superior web page for forms, flyers and more

Academic Innovation

Franciscan University's Catechetical Journal More Widely
Available
Franciscan University, in commemoration
of its twentieth anniversary of the
founding of its academic Catechetics program,
is offering their quarterly journal
to the wider catechetical community. Learn more.

NCCL Conference

Encounter the Joy of the Gospel!
¡Descubre la Alegria del Evangelio!
Pre-conference: May 17
Conference: May 18-21
Post-Conference: May 21
Register online, or print the registration form in the brochure to
register by mail. Utilize the same procedure if you participated in
"Save Me A Place." Just check the "Save Me A Place" category.
Many scholarships are available to attend the NCCL Annual Conference! Don't miss the opportunity to apply, as deadlines are quickly
approaching!
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Business Tagline or Motto

IGNITE

Who teaches us to love? Only the Holy Spirit. -Pope Francis

Praise
Prayer
Miracles
Adoration
Talks
Sacraments
Friends

A Teen Life in The Spirit
March 21—22, 2015
St. Anthony Retreat Center
Marathon, WI
Grades 9-12 Cost: $120
To register:
call Laura @ 715-362-3169 ext. 234
Supported by the Diocese of Superior Office of Marriage, Family and Youth Ministry & Charismatic Renewal Office

HOW POPE FRANCIS CHANGED
OUR LIFE
AND HOW HE CAN CHANGE YOURS

with Jeff and Alice Heinzen
In October, the Heinzen’s spent two weeks at the Vatican in meetings
with Pope Francis on the everyday challenges families face. In this
presentation, they will share with you…
 what it was like to meet the Holy
Father
 what they learned from him
 three approaches that changed
their life
 ways to be more joyful in your
own life
Jeff and Alice Heinzen
live in Menomonie, WI
and have been joyfully
married for over 34
years. They have three
grown children and an
increasing number of
amazingly
perfect
grandchildren. Jeff is the
President of the McDonell Areas Catholic
School System in Chippewa Falls and Alice
serves the Diocese of La Crosse as the director
for the Office for Marriage and Family Life.
Jeff and Alice have helped the Diocese of La
Crosse advance a number of ministries to
married couples and their families, including
remote, proximate and immediate marriage
preparation,
natural
family
planning
education,
marriage
enrichment
programming, parenting support, men’s and
women’s programs and services to those who
grieve.
Jeff and Alice are well-known
presenters on matters of love and life.

March 22, 2015
1:30-3:00
Hospitality to follow

Our Lady of Lourdes,
Dobie
2411 23rd Street, Rice Lake, WI
Questions: Please contact the Cluster
Religious Education Office, 111 W. Marshall
Rice Lake, WI 715-234-5062 x5
In collaboration with the Diocese of Superior
Bishop Hammes Center - 315 W. 5th St.,
Haugen, WI 54841 715-234-5044 x 4403

Parish Catechetical Leader Skype Discussion Notes
February 12, 2015

Theology of the Body
 7th Grade Theology of the Boyd is going very well in New Richmond, but River Falls is struggling. It is
going better in 9th grade in River Falls. Patty described that the New Richmond teacher puts the 7th graders
in a circle to help with dialogue. When they are deep in discussion they break into groups. With a class of
about 23 students, this works out well. Patty also indicated that the catechist communicates weekly with the
parents via email on what is discussed and what some concerns were of the students. Patty will ask the
catechist for some tips and a copy of her communications and will send them to discussion participants.
 Several program leaders gave the parents the TOB parent manual without giving them a choice. This was
built into the budget for the program. This seems to help the parents “follow along”.
 The Middle School videos are great!
 Some locations are struggling with the maturity levels of the middle school students but the catechist makes
the biggest difference if this is successful or not.

Special Needs
 Peggy had suggested to New Richmond a while back getting a balance ball chair for a student that had
difficulty paying attention and sitting still. Kim had doubts of this working, but was surprised to find out it
made a world of difference. The simple movement the child could make while sitting on this ball was
enough to create a stimulus for the child to stay focused. Peggy also explained there are various kinds of
cushions for chairs that would do this same kind of thing (www.therapyshoppe.com/category/3-seatingspecialties-ball-chair-sensory-wiggle-seats-therapy-air-cushions)
 If you have a child with a disability you can:
- give Peggy a description of the child’s scenario and she can give you a list of tips to use
- Peggy and come and observe and give the catechist suggestions
- ask the parents to give you permission to talk with the child’s public school teacher to find out what
he/she does to work with this child
- get tips from the parents.

Training Catechists to Teach
 Leaders are not finding adequate time to train catechists how to teach. If they are lucky they get 1 night or 1
hour of orientation at the beginning of the year for practical week-to-week information. Some leaders have
created relationships with catechists so the catechist comes to them for support and help.
 Peggy asked the group if catechists might watch a short 15-20 minute webinar on various teaching tips. The
group indicated if it was short enough they would.
 Some locations use “check-ins” with catechists after classes. Either as a large group or smaller groups
throughout the year.
 Peggy is including a catechist job description and a sample performance review (end of this summary).

Forming Effective Disciples Foundation Level
 There have been positive comments about the collaboration and bonding being formed by catechists who
have gone through the DVD version of the FED program.
 There was concern voiced for the on-line version of Foundational that the individuals will not be able to
form collaborative groups, nor learn from the discussion held about topics. Peggy informed the group that
the on-line format also encourages the individuals to come together in groups and share what they’ve

learned face-to-face. We will try to have at least one session at Fall Conference to provide for this every
year.

Various Curriculum Items
 The 2010 Loyola series student books do not match/line-up with the teacher text. This could be due to the
liturgy change, but you should call the company directly.
 The updated diocesan curriculum guidelines probably will not change drastically in content but be
formatted to more conducive multi-age levels.
 One program used Encounter with their middle school so now the students are spoiled.
 Megan is working with Life Teen and Edge on aligning our curriculum guides with their curriculum. We
will be working with them to establish an opportunity in their curriculum resources to be an aligned
resource for our programs. There was positive feedback from the group on this.
 One program has a “quiz” at the end of each grade level to keep the catechists on target with what is
expected for students to learn.
 The question arose – what do you do with catechists who “teach their own thing”?
Answers
- quizzes to check to see what the students have learned
- keep giving and going over the guidelines with the catechists
- work closely with the catechists so you know what they are teaching
 Has anyone encountered (or been confronted with) the “Ecumenical” rosary?
 One program is using Chosen for 10th grade and confirmation. It is going well. Classes break up into to
smaller discussion groups.
 High schooler’s in one program do not like the YouCat
 So far there are positive reviews in two locations about Decision Point
 Some programs have “social” time for youth at the start of the program and it’s going well. Other locations
this doesn’t work so well.

NEXT SKYPE DISCUSSION
March 12
10:00 AM OR
1:00 PM
(newly added date)

(TIME REALLY FLIES DURING OUR 1 HOUR DISCUSSION)
Let Marilyn Ward (mward@catholicdos.org) know which time slot you’re interested in!

POSITION DESCRIPTION
I.

Job Title:

Parish Catechist

II.

Department: Catholic Formation

III.

Supervisor:

Director or Coordinator of Religious Education

IV.

Work Area:

Parish address, and some occasional travel to meetings out of town.

V.

General Description: The catechist is responsible for the development, organization and
instruction of the specified areas of religious education and Catholic formation program in
fulfillment of the catechetical mission of the parish in cooperation with the director or coordinator
of religious education, pastor and parish staff.

VI.

Working Conditions: The catechist is a employed/voluntary position. A classroom/area is provided.

VII.

Qualifications: The Catechist needs to be living in full sacramental communion with the Catholic
Church and willing to share and nurture the faith. The individual needs to be willing to work as a
team and collaborate for the good of the parish community. Teaching experience is helpful, but
not mandatory.

VIII.

General Responsibilities: This person will provide the following functions:
1.
Be prepared and prompt for weekly classes and/or programs.
2.
Plan for and instruct a 1 ½ hour weekly class.
3.
Plan for and implement additional seasonal/sacramental preparation.
4.
Maintain a presence before and after classes to support, assist and communicate with
other catechists and parents.
5.
Establish communication with the family of the students.
6.
Seek to grow and learn with continuing education programs.
7.
Attend in-services and trainings provided by the parish and/or diocese.
8.
Participate in the diocesan catechetical certification program.
9.
Adhere to all diocesan child protection requirements.

IX.

Physical Demands: The physical demands described here are representative of those that must
be met by an employee to successfully perform the essential functions of this job. Reasonable
accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform the essential
functions.
1.
While performing the duties of this job, the employee is regularly required to talk or hear.
The employee frequently is required to sit; use hands to finger, handle or feel objects. The
employee is occasionally required to stand, walk and reach with hands and arms.
2.
The employee must regularly lift and/or move up to 10 pounds and occasionally lift and/or
move up to 30 pounds.
3.
Specific vision abilities required by this job include close vision, distance vision, peripheral
vision, depth perception and the ability to adjust focus.

Performance Review
Catechist/Volunteer: ________________________________________________
Date: ____________________________
This catechist:
Yes

Usually

No

Is willing to share and nurture the faith.
Is willing to work as a team and collaborate for the good of the
parish community.
Is prepared and prompt for weekly classes and/or programs.
Plans for and instructs a 1 ½ hour weekly class.
Plans for and implements additional seasonal/sacramental
preparation.
Maintains a presence before and after classes to support, assist and
communicate with other catechists and parents.
Establishes communication with the family of the students.
Seeks to grow and learn with continuing education programs.
Attends in-services and trainings provided by the parish and/or
diocese.
Participate in the diocesan catechetical certification program.
Adhere to all diocesan child protection requirements.
Commendations:

Recommendations:

____________________________________________________________
Catechist/Volunteer Signature

____________________________
Date

____________________________________________________________
Catechetical Leader Signature

____________________________
Date

Another Story Begins

Do not withhold your mercy from me, Lord; may your love and faithfulness always protect me. Psalm 40:11



Make new friends
Bring forgiveness and healing
to friends and family in
prayer and action
Develop listening skills
Dealing with special needs in



friendships—loneliness,
confession of sins and more
Mass, Confession & Adoration



HI G H S CHOO L LE ADE RS ( G RAD E S 9 -1 2 )
All are called to share the story of Jesus. This means that family and



friends are meant to be part of this incredible journey of faith. At times,
the story is not easy. Jesus encountered pain, suffering and joy! Relationships require forgiveness, mercy and tenderness. Like Jesus, faith leaders
can provide healing to the broken-hearted and compassion to the lonely.



This leadership training will focus on how to witness to hope!
I knew I wanted to be like them: a committed disciple
“ who
works to build the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.”
.

Doug Tooke is the Director of Catholic Formation Services at
the Diocese of Helena and the owner of Monarch Catholic
Ministries. With Bachelor of Arts degrees in both Philosophy
and Theology and a Masters in Pastoral Ministry he has over
twenty years of professional ministry experience. He has
traveled to over 75 Diocese in the past 14 years teaching, keynoting conventions, and training youth ministers. He has spoken
at World Youth Day, NCYC, NCCYM and continues to serve
as a leader in the field. He is blessed by his wife Becky and
five daughters Mederise, Lilian, Joelle, Ainsley & Gwendolyn.

April 24-26, 2015
Crosswoods Camp
$110/person for food, lodging & training
Diocese of Superior
315 W. 5th St. PO Box 280
Haugen, WI 54841
www.catholicdos.org

For registration materials, please contact Megan at
mnoll@catholicdos.org or call 715-234-5044.

*Parishes required to send chaperones for interested youth.

D I OC ES E OFS UPERIOR

OFFICE OF THE PERMANENT DIACONATE
February 4, 2015
The following post-ordination class for permanent deacons will be open to individuals who
might be interested in this topic. This class does NOT count toward catechetical certification,
but may be applied toward CE requirements for certified catechists.

TOPIC: EMERGENCE OF MODELS OF CHURCH THOUGHOUT HISTORY
DATE: Thursday, March 12, 2015
LOCATION: St Francis de Sales Church, 409 Summit St, Spooner
PRESENTER: Rev Dennis Mullen
TIME: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
REGISTRATION FEE: $40.00
Lunch will be provided by the school. Actual lunch time will be scheduled to accommodate
the students’ lunch schedule.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 1, 2015
For more information, contact Dc Dennis Geisler (715-394-0235) or (dgeisler@catholicdos.org)
Please detach and return the registration form below.
=====================================================================
MODELS OF CHURCH
MARCH 12, 2015
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________
PARISH/LOCATION: _______________________________________________________________________
_____ Registration fee is enclosed. (Make checks payable to: Diocese of Superior)
_____ Please bill my parish. My parish has agreed to pay my registration fee.
Please return completed form to:
Dc. Dennis Geisler
Diocese of Superior
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880
1201 HUGHITT AVENUE, P.O. BOX 969, SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN 54880
DIRECTOR OF DIACONAL LIFE…715-394-0235 (dgeisler@catholicdos.org)
DIRECTOR OF ECCLESIAL MINISTRY…715-394-0204 (cnewkirk@catholicdos.org)

ONE DIRECTION

DIOCESAN

YOUTH
RALLY

ALL AGES
EVENT
ADVANCE
TICKETS
Grades 6-12
$10/person by March 1
$15/person after March 1

He is the WAY
the TRUTH

MARCH 18, 2015
5:30-9:00 PM

and the LIFE.

Social Hour in Kress Hall

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING
1410 BAXTER AVE.
SUPERIOR, WI

Student Union
Auditorium
1234 Academic Circle, Berkeley CA

FEATURING •• Live Music with Sonar & Radix
• Life Teen & Steubenville Presenter •
• Joel Stepanek •Justin Stroh •

WWW.CATHOLICDOS.ORG

Youth Activities
Praise & Worship
Keynote Presentation
with Life Teen
Enter a special drawing to
Sock Poverty with your
sock donation!
All sizes needed (youth sizes). For the local Superior
St. Vincent de Paul
Society.
Register: Call your parish
youth leader today!

