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Congratulations!
Very Reverend James
Patrick Powers
From the Bishop’s Office: the
Episcopal rites and upcoming
events regarding Bishopelect James P. Powers’ ordination as the 11th Bishop of
the Diocese of Superior are
as follows:
Ordination Liturgies
Solemn Vespers will be celebrated Wednesday, February
17, 2016 , 7:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior, with a reception to follow in Kress Hall.
The Ordination and Installation will be Thursday, February 18,
2016, 2:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior,
with a reception to follow in the Cathedral School Gym.
Events Open to the Public
Both liturgies and receptions will be open to the public. Given
the seating capacity of the Cathedral, we are expecting that seating will be available on a first-come, first served basis with accommodations for overflow viewing of the ordination in Kress
Hall. For this reason, we are asking that parishioners notify
their parish office if they plan to attend. Parishes will be asked
to provide an estimated count two weeks prior to the events to
plan adequately for hospitality.
Live Broadcasting of Events
Through the generosity of several area businesses and organizations, we are able to broadcast the ordination liturgy live on
WDIO-TV, (Channels 10/13), the ABC affiliate in Duluth/
Superior. It will also be simulcast on EWTN as well as
live-streamed at wdio.com. The link will additionally
be made available on our Diocese of Superior website:
catholicdos.org.

Diocese of Superior
Bishop Hammes Center
315 West 5th Street
Haugen WI 54841
715.234.5044

DIOCESAN 2016 YOUTH RALLY
The Catholic Underground
February 17, 2016
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Medford

Sr. John Paul, CFR

YOUTH RALLY STILL ON!!!
With Bishop-elect Powers’ ordination set for February 18th we've received several calls inquiring about the Youth Rally. The Youth Rally is still on! We have a wonderful speaker
coming from New York City, Sr. John Paul, CFR and an excellent worship leader, Steve Villa from NET Ministries. Please see the flyer for more information and contact Chris with
any questions. We need your registrations in advance, so please get those in a.s.a.p.!
Flyer, registration and permission forms can be found on the diocesan website.
Go To the flyer can also be found attached to this newsletter

Do not withhold your mercy from me, Lord; may your love and
faithfulness always protect me.
Psalm 40:11

2016-2017 NET CONFIRMATION RETREATS
We are looking forward to scheduling two-day NET Confirmation Retreats for 2016—
2017. The folks at NET Ministries will soon be taking date requests, therefore, the
sooner you submit dates suited for your parish, the better the chance of obtaining
them. Please contact Chris a.s.a.p. with specific dates if you are interested. Contact
info: churtubise@catholicdos.org or 715.234.5044
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FACEBOOK GROUP FOR PCLS
Reminder
As the result of discussions at the fall PCL gatherings, we have created a private FaceBook
group and all PCLs are welcome to join. If you are interested, please email Chris at churtubise@catholicdos.org, using the email address you have established for your FaceBook account, Chris will then send you an invitation.
The guidelines for this group, which Chris and Peggy will moderate, are simple:


Posts within the group can only be seen by group members



Posts should be limited to content pertaining directly to religious education/youth ministry



Topics can include:


Events you want to advertise at your parish or in the area



Questions about best practices in parish RE/YM



Resources that you’ve found helpful, etc.



Please, no advertising personal businesses or sales



Any photos posted including minors in your programs must, of course, be used with their
parent’s permission from the image and likeness form



The moderators retain the right to take down any posts that they deem counterproductive to the mission of this group in any way – though we doubt that will be necessary!

Please consider utilizing this resource to help build collaboration and collegiality amongst
our diocesan team!
Feel free to call or email Chris with any questions.

We must never undervalue any person. The workman loves not that his
work should be despised in his presence. Now God is present everywhere, and every person is His work.
St Francis de Sales
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Extraordinary Jubilee
Year of Mercy Resources

Mercy In Motion—USCCB Website

The USCCB Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis has
developed some wonderful resources for the celebration of
the Year of Mercy. You can find them HERE.
Some highlights to be found on the webpage:
1. Check out our social media pages to see what others are
doing to put #mercyinmotion.
2. Mercy with Francis….. Find out what “Jubilee” signs
of mercy Pope Francis will do throughout the year and
how you can do something similar in your life.
3. Diocesan resources: Leaders looking for resources are invited to explore the diocesan and parish resource site.
Please note:
New items will be added as the year moves forward...

Celebrating the Year of Mercy: Our Jubilee Journey

World Library Publications offers an inexpensive booklet designed for parishes to hand out with the Sunday
bulletin or with other parish communications, to encourage the spiritual growth and renewal of your parishioners during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Inside
each book you will find:
Each book contains a introductory article about the Jubilee Year of Mercy, many prayers and family activities.
For details go to WLP

4

The December 2015 issue of GEMS (attached to this newsletter) continues the exploration of highlighting some practical
endeavors in technology for adult faith formation.

GEMS

Pass it on to your Technology Person or Technology committee
(if you don’t have one – might this be the time?).
All the past issues of GEMS are archived at
www.janetschaeffler.com

Janet Schaeffler, OP
Dominican Sister, Diocese of Detroit

"Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, to shake us from our lethargy."
― Pope Francis

From Loyola Press: Resources for your Lenten Journey
We encourage you to take advantage of Lent as a wonderful time for
spiritual renewal. You will find a variety of articles, activities, and other
resources that will aid you in this special time of prayer and preparation.
Link here
FEBRUARY 10, 2016

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LifeTeen
Lenten Links
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LENTEN ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN
Lent is a wonderful season during our liturgical year to share the concepts of prayer, fasting and almsgiving with our children. Consider as a family how you might
help others in need by giving of your time
or resources. Even very young children can understand
and will enjoy participating in the process. As a mother,
carve out time in your day for your own special prayer
time. This may involve early rising or time spent away
from a favorite hobby or activity. You are invited to share
your suggestions, ideas and Lenten devotions. Go to this
Link

“Indifference is dangerous, whether innocent or not.”

― Pope Francis

Lifelong Catechesis
Forming Catholic identity across generations
Forty days before the Triduum, the Lenten season
disposes Catechumens and the faithful to celebrate the paschal
mystery through prayer and penitential practices. To further reflect on the Sunday readings, choose from one of the Activities
of the Week provided at this Link

Doors of Mercy has a Parish Program for the
Jubilee Year of Mercy, which can be offered
multiple times during Lent, as well throughout
the year.
See attached document for further information
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Helpful Resources
From the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops



The Sacrament of Penance
Lenten Prayer
 Stations of the Cross


Fasting & Abstinence



Almsgiving

National Catholic
School Week

February
2

And more



Jan 31– Feb 6

Bishop School Mass,
Ashland

10
Ash Wednesday
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Evangelization & Catechesis Resources
Link here


WCRIS Conference,
Pewaukee

16
SUMMIT, Haugen

Lent is the perfect catechetical season. A
catechist as well as a parent can find a plethora of ideas about how to practice and live
out Lent. Shared ideas in 3 categories (be
aware that some ideas will overlap): Family
Ideas, Classroom Ideas and Personal Ideas,
can be found at this Link. It is hoped the
links will help assist parent and—or catechist in assisting students to grow closer to Christ this Lent.

don't give up sweets to become bitter
~ unknown ~

17
Diocesan Youth Rally,
Medford

18
Very Reverend James
Powers Ordination ,
Cathedral

25
Parish Catechetical
Leadership Day,
Woodruff

March
3
Parish Catechetical
Leadership Day,
Hayward
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THE RELIGION TEACHER
Activities for Lent!
Looking for lent activities to use with your students this
year? The Religion Teacher’s Lenten Activity Pack is now
available to purchase for instant access to lesson plans, activities, worksheets, and more.
Or check out the links for a wide variety of kid-friendly activities. Bookmark the page and return again for updated
links and resources.
- See more here

Parish Catechetical
Leadership Day,
New Richmond

18
Principal Meeting,
Haugen

27
EASTER SUNDAY
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Retire at various times into the solitude of your own heart, even while
outwardly engaged in discussions or transactions with others, and talk
to God.
St Francis de Sales

January 24

2016 VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS™ SERIES

Next week the 2016 Virtual Workshops™ Series will be launched. It will now
include a specially tailored track for teachers and catechists. These Virtual
Workshops™ will cover topics such as:
Engaging children in prayer
Encouraging Sunday Mass attendance
Integrating the lives of the saints in classroom instruction
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Incorporating the Gospel readings into your weekly lessons
A detailed brochure is attached to this newsletter with descriptions and
dates for each upcoming Virtual Workshops™.
Wondering “What are Virtual Workshops™?” Watch this video to
find out!

“My past, O Lord, to Your mercy; my present, to Your love; my future
to Your providence.”
― Padre Pio
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DIOCESAN YOUTH RALLY
“He is a Christian who, even in his own house and in his own country,
acknowledges himself to be a stranger. For our country is above, there
we shall not be strangers” (St. Augustine).
“Remember those who are in prison, as
though in prison with them” (Hebrews
13:3).

Franciscan Sisters
of the Renewal

February 17, 2016
Doors open: 5:30. Rally: 6—9 P.M.
Location: Holy Rosary, Medford
215 S. Washington Ave.
$10.00 /person by Feb. 5
$15.00/ person after

THE CATHOLIC UNDERGROUND

GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED
from an International Adult Faith Formation Best Practices Study
#60 - December 2015
A Best Practice: A Digital Lent and Device Sunday

Last month we explored some components of the C3 San Fernando Pastoral
Region Technology Cluster Project, one of the endeavors of the Catholic
Communication and Collaboration (C3) Pilot of the archdiocese of Los Angeles
(http://www.laarchdiocese.org/org/c3/Documents/C3_whitepaperWeb.pdf).
The San Fernando Region and the three parishes of St. Mel, Our Lady of
Lourdes, and St. Euphrasia worked together to


pilot solutions for integrating technology into faith formation and
evangelization



discover how the many communication and collaboration tools could
be used to further the gospel mission of the Church

Charlotte McCorquodale, PhD, served as a consultant to the C3 San
Fernando Pastoral Region Technology Cluster Project; a summary of the
project and many of her reflections, especially concerning the endeavors we will
explore in this issue can be found at Charlotte's Web - Reflections on ministry
and solutions for ministry formation.
A Digital Lent
One of the ways to integrate technology and faith formation that was piloted
by the three parishes occurred during Lent. The parishioners of the three
parishes had an opportunity to travel their Lenten journey, deepening their faith
and sharing faith with others through several different digital faith-based
initiatives.
The parishioners were reminded that many ways abound to connect to God
and one another through our traditional practices as well as through digital
devices.


Each parish developed a Lenten outreach to parishioners of all ages
using various forms of social media (podcasts, internet, phone apps,
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Pinterest, YouTube, etc.).



The regional staff offered an opportunity for an online retreat for
busy people.



Young people, young adults, and families had the opportunity to
share how they were making every Lenten day count for their faith
through #40DaysCount where people were asked to share photos
and updates using the#40Ddayscount.

GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED
To view the variety of ways that parishioners of all ages in these three
parishes made the 40 days count, go to Twitter and search #40DaysCount.

Device Sunday
To enable the Digital Lent (and the ongoing use of communications
technology within faith formation), the three parishes celebrated Device Sunday
near the beginning of Lent.
Parishioners were invited to bring their digital devices (smart phones, tablets,
etc.) to church that weekend –


for a blessing of both the digital devices as well as the social networks
of people that were formed to share faith during the Lenten season



to learn how these devices of today can be tools for ongoing growth in
faith, and especially during the present Lenten season

After the closing prayer of each weekend liturgy (at each parish), the pastor
and the social media coordinator explained how all parishioners were invited to
share faith during the Lenten season in various ways, including the use of social
media and/or digital devices.
A video (which was used at every liturgy) featured Bishop Wilkerson, the
regional bishop for San Fernando. Bishop Wilkerson quoted Pope Francis in his
challenge on World Communications Day to remember “The digital world can be
an environment rich in humanity; a network not of wires but of people.”
Bishop Wilkerson asked parishioners to join him in daily prayer and
reflection by choosing one of the many options available today for prayerful
reflection.
Following the video, the social media coordinator helped to acquaint the
people with some of the many faith tools that are available today.
The blessing that was then used by these three parishes can be found at
http://www.ministrytrainingsource.org/blog/.
Because of the experience of Device Sunday, Charlotte mentions several of
their learnings:


Bishop Wilkerson’s video had a positive impact, helping people realize
that this endeavor was not just for their parish, but was part of a bigger
effort with support from the bishop and Pope Francis.
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GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED




Parishioners were encouraged by the blessing of devices and (for many,
a new) acquaintance with the many options available – technologically to support our faith practices.

A few of many phone apps to suggest to
parishioners:

The flyer – detailing the options – was a helpful support for the
experience, especially for those who didn’t have their devices with
them.

Laudate: http://ayckasoft.blogspot.com/p/laudatefor-iphone.html
iBreviary: http://www.ibreviary.org/en/
iMissal: http://www.imissal.com/

A few of the many internet sites
that might be shared with parishioners:

Magnificat:
http://bookstore.magnificat.net/ebooks-and-apps.html

Sacred Space: www.sacredspace.ie
Pray as you go: www.pray-as-you-go.org
Stay Great: http://staygreat.com/default.aspx
Other 6: http://other6.com/
The Five Loaves: www.thefiveloaves.com
God in All Things: http://godinallthings.com/

Bread 4 Today:
http://www.cssr.org.au/bread4today/
The Pope App: http://www.thepopeapp.com/
USA Catholic Church (USCCB):
http://www.usccb.org/news/2015/15-131.cfm

Three Minute Retreat:
http://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-dailyonline-prayer.htm

Saint of the Day:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/saint-of-theday/id386807667?mt=8

Concord Pastor Comments:
http://concordpastor.blogspot.com

Words with Jesus:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.litt
leiapps.wordswithjesus

Creighton University Online Ministries
www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
Eco-spirituality Resources
http://ecospiritualityresources.com/
Pencil Preaching:
http://celebrationpublications.org/pencilpreaching
Word to Life:
http://www.catholicnews.com/word2lif.htm

Two blogs were written – by Charlotte McCorquodale, PhD - about Device
Sunday which provide greater detail on what occurred and what was learned.
They can be accessed through the following links:


http://www.ministrytrainingsource.org/blog/2014/02/21/c3-blog-4device-sunday/

pg. 3

GREAT ENDEAVORS MINED & SHARED


http://www.ministrytrainingsource.org/blog/2014/03/14/c3-blogdevice-sunday-how-did-it-go-and-how-can-we-host-one-for-ourparish/

GEMS Suggestions
 Offer “learning centers” on the weekends before and after the
celebration of liturgy with teens and young adults available to answer
questions and give help to parishioners regarding their tech devices.


A mini-workshop might be offered every Sunday (or once a month);
each workshop could explore one facet of today’s technology, for
instance:
o What is a podcast?
o How do we access podcasts?
o What are some good sources for podcasts related to our faith
journey?

You Might Be Interested in Exploring:
 23 Types of Social Media Sites: http://onbloggingwell.com/23-typesof-social-media-sites/


QR codes
o http://www.qrcode.com/en/index.html
o

http://searchengineland.com/what-is-a-qr-codeand-why-do-you-need-one-27588

o

https://www.the-qrcode-generator.com/

Janet Schaeffler, OP
www.janetschaeffler.com
jschaeffler@adriandominicans.org

By means of the internet,
the Christian message can reach ‘to the ends
of the earth’ (Acts 1:8).
Keeping the doors of the our churches open
also means keeping them open
in the digital environment so that people,
whatever their situation in life, can center,
and so that the Gospel can go out to
reach everyone …
today the social networks are one way
to experience this call to discover
the beauty of faith,
the beauty of encountering Christ.
- Pope Francis,
marking the 48th World Communications Day
(January 24, 2014)

Past issues of
GEMS are archived at www.janetschaeffler.com

Additional ideas for Adult Faith Formation Planning and Best Practices can be
found at:

 The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/store/p25/The_Seasons_of_Adult_Faith_Fo
rmation.html
 The Seasons of Adult Faith Formation website
http://www.seasonsofadultfaith.com/
 40 Tips: Getting Started in Adult Faith Formation
http://www.ecatechist.com/ebooks/ (scroll down)

 Parish Leadership for Improved Adult Catechesis
http://store.pastoralplanning.com/iboplbeprfor.html
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A PARISH PROGRAM FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY!

Streaming Video
for the Parish!
Bring Doors of Mercy to your home or parish, and:
• Experience a closer relationship with God and
fellow parishioners
• Explore how God shows mercy to His people – from
Adam and Eve to the Israelites to the early Christians
to the faithful today
• Learn about the five great Covenants of the Bible
• Discover how Christ threw open the Doors of Mercy
on the Cross
• Understand how the Sacraments are “Doors of Mercy
– and how to make them effective in your life

The story of humanity is the
story of falling away from God.
But the story of God is...Mercy.
God formed a Covenant with our first parents.
He desires a personal covenant, a covenant of mercy,
with you. In Christ He has opened wide the Doors of
Mercy… especially for us who are weak and afraid of
asking for help.

• Explore the revelations to St. Faustina and the Divine
Mercy devotion
• Discover why this period in history is a special
(and limited) “time of Mercy”
• Learn how we can open ourselves to God’s mercy
(and how we can block it)
• Learn how to be a door of mercy to others –
colleagues, family, and friends
• Prepare to receive the graces of this Extraordinary
Jubilee Year

Doors of Mercy: Exploring God’s Covenant With You is an
8 week journey through salvation history, from God’s
merciful promises to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and
David, to the prophets’ call to renewal, to the fulfillment
of God’s promises in Christ.
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, explore how God
makes His Mercy present to you, in ordinary – and
extraordinary – ways. Walk through the Doors of Mercy.
Your life will never be the same.

ORDER TODAY!
(800) 437-5876
Visit MercyStudy.com

EXPLORING GOD’S COVENANT WITH YOU
Hosted by Fr. Jeffrey Kirby, STL

Leader Pack for 8 Week Session Study
Includes Leader Guide, Study Guide,
4 Disc DVD Set, and Streaming Video
Regular Price: $149.95
Introductory Offer: $124.95 (thru 12/15/15)
Leader Guide: $26.95
Study Guide: $22.95

Introducing new virtual training
opportunities designed especially for
catechists and school teachers !!
Photo © John Zich

Unlike most webinars, LTP’s Virtual Workshops™
invite participants to actively engage with the
presenter and one another as they provide feedback,
reflect on the topic at hand, and discuss strategies for
increased engagement in their ministry. Throughout the
presentation, participants can access several multimedia
components at once, including video of the presenter,
presentation slides, chat boxes, downloads, external
links, and discussion boards.

Space is Limited - $10 each
Sign-up for all three workshops for only $25!

THE COMMUNION
OF SAINTS

Integrating the Liturgical Year
and Saints in the Classroom
Presented by Lisa Orchen
August 25, October 25, and
November 10, 2016 7:30-9:00pm ET
Order code: VWCS
Discover how the mystery of Christ is
revealed to us throughout the Catholic
liturgical year as we discuss ways to
include saints in classroom prayer and
catechesis.

FORMING CHILDREN
AS CLASSROOOM
PRAYER LEADERS
Presented by Lisa Orchen

January 13 and
September 7, 2016 7:30-9:00pm ET
Order code: VWFCCP
Foster active classroom participation
with techniques that will empower
children of all ages to assist in
collaboratively preparing and leading
daily or weekly prayer services.

CATECHESIS AND
THE SUNDAY GOSPEL

Incorporating God’s Word
into the Classroom
Presented by Mary DuQuaine
October 13, 2016 7:30-9:00pm ET
Order code: VWCSG
Strengthen the connection between
classroom catechesis and the Sunday
liturgy by incorporating the Sunday
Gospel and the liturgical season into
daily and weekly lessons.

Workshop attendees can participate in these Virtual Workshops™
from the comfort of their own homes or gathered together at the parish church.

www.LTP.org

orders@LTP.org

800-933-1800

