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Diocese of Superior                 Safe Environment Curriculum 

 

Grade Five 
 

In all Safe Environment lessons, it is important to use age-appropriate content and methods and to be aware of varying individual readiness to 
comprehend sensitive materials and terminology.  It is important to partner with parents when teaching aspects of these delicate subjects. 

 

Focus Questions: 

 Who are some of your closest friends? 

 Why do you like those friends? 

 What makes them special? 

 How are men and women each special? 

 What makes them different from each other? 

 What does it mean to be committed to someone? 

 What did the previous year’s lesson teach? (Review last year’s lesson to refresh and reinforce prior knowledge.) 

 

Children Will Learn To: 

 Recognize the importance of building relationships that are loving, trusting, respectful and safe. 

 Identify aspects of relationships that are unhealthy and harmful. 

 Ask questions that will lead to safe decisions. 

 Respect the rights and personal space of others and to refrain from bullying behaviors. 

 Recognize that chatting with people online does not mean that you know them or that they are a friend. 
 

Children Will Understand That:  

 Not all relationships are positive – some are unhealthy and harmful. 

 It is not healthy to keep secrets that make them feel unsafe or uncertain. 

 Some people do not respect their own bodies or the bodies of others. 

 God gives us guidelines regarding our relationships and the use of our bodies in relationships. 

 It is never OK to meet online friends in person unless their parents have approved and are present.  

 

Children Will Have The Opportunity To: 

 Come to a deeper understanding of the Sixth and Ninth Commandments in an age-appropriate manner. 

 Be part of a safe and caring environment. 

 Create a list of adults (family and others) that they trust and can go to for help if they feel unsafe. 

 Practice assertiveness and other strategies for protecting themselves. 

 

Parents Are Asked To: 

 Monitor and limit their child’s usage of the internet (on computer, cell phone, tablet, etc.)  Closely supervise while their child 
is allowed on the internet. 

 Believe and respond compassionately if their children state they have been victims of abuse.  If needed, identify sexual 
abuse resources in their area that can provide treatment and healing.  

 Learn the tactics perpetrators use to groom and lure children into abusive situations, including those tactics that prey on 
children’s developmental needs. 
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