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MARY OF NAZARETH; A RETREAT
DAY OF SPIRITUALITY
MAY 7, 2016
The Superior Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women, Superior Diocesan present Mary of
Nazareth: A Retreat Day of Spirituality and Fun,
Saturday May 7, 2016, St. Peter Catholic Church,
Cameron. Contact Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org
715-394-0233.
SOLEMNITY OF THE LORD’S ASCENSION
MAY 8, 2016
In 2006, the Catholic Bishops of Wisconsin
voted to transfer the Solemnity of the Lord’s
Ascension from, Thursday of the Sixth Week of
Easter, to the Seventh Sunday of Easter. This
was intended to allow a greater number of people
to celebrate the feast with due solemnity in the
context of the Mass. This year, the Ascension of
the Lord is observed on Sunday, May 8, 2016.
It may not be celebrated on any other day.
NEW ORDERS FOR CONFIRMATION AND
MATRIMONY
The Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments has authorized the
publication of the new English translations of
both the Order of Confirmation, and the Order of
Celebrating Matrimony. Use of the new texts for
Confirmation may take place immediately, and
become mandatory on May 15, 2016. The new
Matrimony ritual may be used in the Liturgy as
of September 8, 2016, becoming mandatory as of
December 30, 2016. More information will be
posted on the Worship portion of the Diocesan
website on May 1.

LAY LEADER OF PRAYER
ONGOING FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
MAY 20 & 21, 2016
Those who are diocesan certified lay leaders of
prayer and need to fulfill their annual formation
requirements have this formation opportunity.
Topics this year include Listening as Sacred
Hospitality and Assistance with Parish Funerals.
Sessions will be presented in Woodruff and New
Richmond by Rev. Richard Bruesehoff, Sr.
Marla Lang, FSPA and Pat Pintens. Contact Paul
Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org ;715-394-0233.
RECORDING THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Ordinary: The priest who presents candidates for
confirmation should record the confirmation in his
own parish books, no matter where the confirmation
takes place. Notice should be sent to the parish
where the person was baptized.
Recording Multi-parish Confirmands: When
several parishes join together for the celebration of
confirmation, the pastor, parish director or parish life
coordinator of each of the parishes involved is
responsible for recording the confirmation of their
parish members in their own parish register. For the
host parish, please make note of these Confirmands
and their registered home parish. This will help in
the future, when someone is looking for their past
sacramental records for Marriage or Holy Orders or
genealogy requests. If the confirmand was baptized
elsewhere, the parish of the baptism is to be notified
as well.
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TOTUS TUUS

“TOTALLY YOURS”

JUNE-AUGUST 2016
Totus Tuus is a summer
Catholic youth program dedicated
to sharing the Gospel and
promoting the Catholic faith
through evangelization, catechesis, Christian
witness, and Eucharistic worship. The
methodology, structure, content, and enthusiasm
of Totus Tuus is concerned not only with
teaching the faith, but also igniting the hearts of
the team members and young people. The result
has been the formation of young adults who
continue to dedicate themselves to the Church’s
mission of evangelization.
June
12-17 Totus Tuus @ Superior
19-24 Totus Tuus @ Hayward and Rhinelander
26-1 Totus Tuus @ Park Falls
July
11-15 Totus Tuus @ Ladysmith and River Falls
17-22 Totus Tuus @ Amery
24-29 Totus Tuus @ Glenwood City and Tomahawk
August
31-5
7-12

Totus Tuus @ Spooner and Merrill
Totus Tuus @ Hudson and Medford

Call Chris Hurtubise for more information at
715-234-5044 or email churtubise@catholicdos.org
66TH ANNUAL SUPERIOR DIOCESAN COUNCIL
OF CATHOLIC WOMEN CONVENTION
JUNE 13-14, 2016
A Board Meeting and Evening Banquet will
begin the Convention on Monday, June 13, and
Tuesday June 14, will be the Convention day
with Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Hayward. The
keynote speaker is Fr. Joe Rodrigues, SDS. For
more information, contact Sharon Thomas,
sthomas1@tds.net; 715-748-5824.
FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM
JUNE 21- JULY 4, 2016
The Fortnight for Freedom: Freedom to Bear
Witness will take place from June 21 to July 4,
2016, a time when our liturgical calendar

celebrates a series of great martyrs who remained
faithful in the face of persecution by political
power—St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher,
St. John the Baptist, SS. Peter and Paul, and the
First Martyrs of the Church of Rome. The theme
of this year's Fortnight will focus on the
"freedom to bear witness" to the truth of the
Gospel.
WEDDING JUBILEE CELEBRATION
JULY 23, 2016
The Diocesan Wedding Jubilee Celebration
will be held Saturday, July 23, 2016 at Cathedral
of Christ the King, Superior. The 11:00 a.m.
Mass with Bishop Powers will be followed by a
catered luncheon. The milestone years include:
10, 25, 40, 50, 60, 65, and over 65
Sign-up sheets, bulletin announcements, and
posters will be mailed later this month.
25TH ANNUAL
GOLF AND NON-GOLF OUTING
JULY 25, 2016
Catholic United Financial is sponsoring the
annual clergy golf outing on Monday, July 25,
2016 at Turtleback Golf Course, Rice Lake.
Invitations will be sent in a direct mailing from
Catholic United Financial sometime in June.
Priests’ summer gathering at Fr. John
Anderson’s cabin: August 8, 2016.
Details to come.
MERCY-MARY WEEKEND RETREATS
AUGUST 5-7, 2016
Bishop Powers has given his approval for
parishes to promote the Mercy-Mary weekend
retreats as described below. You are encouraged
to post the information in your bulletins and
other locations visible for parishioners.
Immerse yourself in Divine Mercy
& Mary with bestselling author and
speaker, Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC,
at the University of WisconsinStevens Point for one of ten Mercy
& Mary Weekend Retreats across
the U.S. for the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Spend a
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weekend in quiet prayer as you join us for a full
immersion experience of Divine Mercy and
Mary on August 5, 6, & 7. Enjoy new talks by
Fr. Gaitley, daily Mass, Adoration, comfortable
accommodations, meals with the Marian
Missionaries, and much more! For more
information and to register, go to:
http://events.marianmissionaries.org/events/m
ercy-mary-weekend-retreat-stevens-point-wi

DIOCESAN DEATH
Rev. William Frederich Speerstra, age
83, passed away Tuesday, April 5, 2016,
at his home in Minocqua.
Eternal rest grant onto him O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul rest
in peace. Amen.
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From the Bishop’s Office
 The National Catholic Bioethics Center
Ethics and Medics – May 2016
 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Word of Life – May 2016
From the Office of the Chancellor
 Monthly Calendar of Events –May - June 2016
 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook Changes- May 2016
 May/June Clergy Prayer Calendars
 Marriage Jubilee Flyer
 Fortnight for Freedom Fact Sheets
 Fortnight for Freedom Litany
From the Office of Worship
 Lay Leader of Prayer Ongoing Workshop
From the Jubilee Year of Mercy Committee
 Year of Mercy Speakers’ List (updated)

April 23, 2016

A Commentary of The National Catholic Bioethics Center on Health Care and the Life Sciences

Manipulating Life
at Its Beginning
“When our son was a little over a year old, he began
dropping things and he still couldn’t talk. At first,
doctors thought he had a cold. But we knew something
was wrong. Eventually we learned that our baby boy
wouldn’t survive his toddler years.” The couple were
already expecting their second child when they received
the diagnosis concerning their first: Niemann-Pick disease
type A. No cure. No treatment.
“I was five months pregnant, and doctors wanted
me to do an amniocentesis to check our new baby for
the same thing. Since we would not consider an abortion
under any circumstance, we said no. For the next four
months we waited to learn the fate of our second child
while we watched our first son’s health and abilities slowly
deteriorate.”
My friend’s eyes welled up with tears as she thought
about the birth of their second child. Against astronomical
odds, their second son was born with the same horrible,
fatal disease. “By the time our second son was born, our
first son could no longer eat. Day and night, he whimpered. ‘Hmmm. Hmmm.’ It broke our hearts! We tried
everything! I would soft boil an egg for him, and it would
take three to four hours to get it down. He just wasn’t
eating enough.”

result in catastrophic disease. But in addition we
will be selecting ideal combinations of genes from
the two parents, modifying genes for which neither
parent offers a preferred copy, and perhaps even
making entirely new kinds of genes never before
seen in nature. For the first time humans will have
complete control over their genetic destiny. And
the process will result in an upward spiral of genetic change, as each generation is more intelligent
than the last and better able to choose the genetic
makeup of their children. It could well mean the
end of the human race as we know it, but perhaps
the beginning of something better.1
To achieve this aim, Potter knows that he will destroy
many embryos and experiment on many others.

CRISPR-Based Gene Editing
Academic researchers, national labs, and private labs
worldwide are experimenting with CRISPR-based gene
editing. They are editing mice genes to make the mice
better models for human disease research. They are editing mosquito genes to make them less able to carry the
malaria parasite. Scientists are also experimenting with
editing human somatic cells (cells that are not reproductive cells or embryonic stem cells). For example, by
editing the bad genes in pancreatic cells that contribute
to diabetes, scientists hope to develop better treatments
for the disease. Because gene-edited somatic cells live
and die inside our bodies and are not passed on to our
offspring, there is little chance of passing on unintended
consequences.

The next few years of doctor visits could not stop the
inevitable. My friends lost both their sons before their
fourth birthdays. That was twenty years ago and the pain
is still fresh. “Today,” I said, “some couples would use
IVF to select an embryo that they knew did not have that
defect.” My friend exclaimed, “Oh my gosh, no! I couldn’t!
All those dead embryos have souls, and one day I would
have to face them in heaven, and I just couldn’t do it.”

In 2015, scientists in China went beyond somatic cell
research to perform germ-line editing on embryos.2 Working with scientists around the world, they experimented
on eighty-six embryos created by in vitro fertilization
(IVF). They edited the DNA in the embryonic cells in an
attempt to alter the course of an often deadly blood disorder called beta thalassemia. Although the experiment

Contrast this heartfelt response with the calculating
language of an advocate of genetic engineering. Steven
Potter writes,
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The genetics revolution is ongoing, and there may
indeed be no stopping it now. The human species is
about to undergo an incredible transformation. The
forces of natural selection are about to be replaced
by the forces of human selection. In the f uture
it will likely be routine for parents to choose the
genes of their children. Where this might take us
we cannot know. Of course we will quickly remove
from the human population versions of genes that
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failed because of “off-target” cuts in the DNA, it sent a
cold chill around the world.

To illustrate this inevitability, clinics that used to offer
preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) only to avoid
serious disease now also offer “family balancing,” also
known as gender selection. If parents want a girl, a clinic
tests several IVF embryos until it finds one that is free of
the target disease and is also a girl. The boy embryos that
were also completely free of the target disease are frozen
or destroyed. This is the tip of the eugenics iceberg.

In part because of that failed experiment, scientists
convened the International Summit on Human Gene
Editing, which took place in Washington, DC, December 1
to 3, 2015.3 Although the discoverers of CRISPR and other
scientists, researchers, educators from around the world
gathered to discuss how to define boundaries around
gene editing, the summit did little to slow germ-line
editing experimentation. Two months after the UK Academy of Sciences participated in the summit, the United
Kingdom granted a license to researchers at the Francis
Crick Institute in London to “edit” up to one hundred
and twenty human embryos.4

Allowing a tool like CRISPR to be used on their embryos, parents can design hair, skin, and eye color, height,
muscle strength, muscle speed, and many other attributes
that are controlled or influenced by one or more genes.7
This is a new kind of clinical eugenics, which is easy to
rationalize because you can’t look an embryo in the eye.
But even these designer eugenic edits come with
risks. The human genome was sequenced around the
turn of the century, but our understanding was limited.
We knew genes governed the creation of proteins. We
now know that the folding of that protein into its threedimensional shape can be as important to its function as
the gene that created it. In other words, the gene is only
part of the puzzle of what the gene controls. Individual
proteins often affect more than one bodily process. The
same will be true of eugenic edits—only we do not know
what the unintended effects will be.

Off-Target Effects
An off-target effect happens when a scientist targets
a specific sequence of DNA to delete, change, or insert
and makes that change but unintentionally executes
an additional change somewhere else. Our genes make
up only about 1.5 percent of our DNA’s 3.2 billion base
pairs (paired molecules with the abbreviations A-T and
C-G). Targeting a specific sequence of base pairs in a
gene doesn’t preclude the possibility that the exact same
sequence appears elsewhere in the genome.

It is important to note three points about gene editing
and IVF/PGD. First, it is impossible to edit the DNA of an
embryo in the uterus; IVF is the only way. But for every
implanted IVF embryo, many more embryos (human
beings) are frozen or destroyed outright. Some estimates
place that ratio as high as sixteen to one.

Editing a second or third sequence could have unpredictable results. An off-target effect in the germ line
carries unknown risks. This means that an edited embryo
implanted in utero may be born with mutations never
seen before.
The summary conclusion statement from the geneediting summit supported restricting the implantation
of gene-edited embryos but not restraining the editing
of embryos for research purposes.5 (It thus supported
the recent UK decision.) The US National Institutes of
Health, however, prohibit both, because of the bioethical
responsibility to gain full consent before attempting any
treatment.6 Since the embryo cannot grant consent, the
treatment cannot be allowed. This prohibition considers
the embryo a patient and thus leans in the direction of
considering the embryo a person.

Second, editing the DNA of an embryo is tricky and
has not yet been done successfully. Third, some argue
that, if the goal is to avoid genetic disease, then IVF/PGD
can achieve that goal with fewer risks than gene editing.

New Pharmaceuticals
and Therapeutics
CRISPR is not just scientific exploration; it is at the
center of an exploding and contentious industry. With
over two hundred nations on the planet, this is a competitive global issue. Scientists are afraid someone else will
make a discovery before they do.

Other Biological Risks
We will not know the effects of editing eggs, sperm, or
embryos until those embryos become adults who procreate. The only way to measure the long-term safety of gene
editing is to track edited embryos to adulthood and then
track their progeny. Current gene sequencing technology
isn’t precise enough to measure the multigenerational
outcomes of these edits.

The CRISPR discoverers have become cofounders of
several companies: Editas Medicine, Caribou Biosciences,
Intellia Therapeutics, and CRISPR Therapeutics. These
companies seek to commercialize the CRISPR technology
and have received over $398 million in venture capital
funding so far.8 Recently, Editas—a one-year-old company
with no products or revenues—raised $94.4 million in
an IPO and, as of this writing, is valued at $1.1 billion.9
Editas also signed a deal with Juno Therapeutics worth
up to $700 million.10 CRISPR Therapeutics inked a deal
with Bayer AG worth over $335 million.11 Venture capitalists and existing companies like Bayer see CRISPR as
the foundation of the next generation of pharmaceutical,
therapeutics, and food companies.

The primary reason for editing an embryo is, in theory,
to avoid a horrific disease. Yet history and our fallen human nature suggest that once it is possible to edit an embryo, those with different views on research boundaries
will edit embryos for other purposes. This is the “designer
baby” problem, although Potter calls it an opportunity for
parents to “choose the genetic makeup of their children.”
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However, Cellectis, a French biotech company, and
others have sued one or more of these companies over
patents related to CRISPR and genome engineering. With
a collective investment, in one year, of over $1.5 billion
and with huge multinationals fighting over patents, the
stakes are high. Losers are more likely to press the ethical
boundaries to recover their losses.

Considering
the Moral Effects

May 2016
10. Aaron Krol, “Juno Therapeutics Partners with Editas Medicine
on CRISPR-Engineered Cancer Immunotherapies,” Bio-IT World,
May 27, 2015, http://www.bio-itworld.com/.
11. Bayer AG, “Bayer and CRISPR Therapeutics AG Join Forces to Discover, Develop and Commercialize Potential Cures for Serious
Genetic Diseases,” news release, December 21, 2015, http://www
.press.bayer.com/.

Defibrillators at the
End of Life

It is tempting to say that those raising the alarm over
CRISPR are overreacting. But the alarm isn’t only about
CRISPR; it’s about the steady march of science, which
clearly illustrates man’s determined pursuit of ways to
manipulate life at its earliest stages. It is foolish to think
that this trend will stall or reverse without some external
motivator.

 I recently published three articles on pacemakers.1 My

focus in these articles was to examine the moral permissibility of deactivating a pacemaker at the end of life or
letting the pacemaker’s battery run out. I determined that
both—deactivation and letting the battery run out—were
morally impermissible.

Scientists discover how things work—and with that
knowledge manipulate the world around us for our collective good. This has given rise to electricity, medicine,
and other important discoveries. Businesses use those
discoveries to efficiently manufacture products, increase
access, and raise our standard of living.

Another type of cardiac device is also often used
in treating patients with heart irregularities, namely,
a cardioverter defibrillator. I address here the issue of
whether or not this device can morally be deactivated at
the end of life.

But when science, government, and business are not
restrained by asking why within the realm of the philosophical and theological, great atrocities may result.
At the gene-editing summit, only one bioethicist
spoke. No theologians were present to ask why. And to
date, none of the CRISPR companies have a bioethicist
on their board of directors or board of advisors. Why?

Purpose of the Device
A cardioverter defibrillator monitors a patient’s heart
rate and rhythm to prevent sudden cardiac death due to
life-threatening dysrhythmias, or irregularities of the
heart beat, such as ventricular tachycardia (rapid heart
beat) or ventricular fibrillation (severely abnormal heart
beat). A defibrillator restores a normal rhythm by means
of antitachycardia pacing, cardioversion, defibrillation, or
back-up cardiac pacing.2 It also administers a shock when
necessary to restore the patient’s normal rhythm. While
very effective in preventing death from sudden cardiac
arrest, cardioverter defibrillators are not without their
problems, which may be particularly challenging during
the dying process.

Joe Chiarella
Joe Chiarella is a high-tech businessman who lives and works
near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
1. Steven Potter, Designer Genes: A New Era in the Evolution of Man
(New York: Random House, 2010), 175.
2. David Cyranoski and Sara Reardon, “Chinese Scientists Genetically Modify Human Embryos,” Nature News, April 22, 2015,
doi:10.1038/nature.2015.17378.
3. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
“International Summit on Human Gene Editing,” Human
Gene-Editing Initiative, accessed March 23, 2016, http://nationalacademies.org/gene-editing/Gene-Edit-Summit/index.htm.
4. Sarah Knapton, “British Scientists Granted Permission to Genetically Modify Human Embryos,” Telegraph (UK), February
1, 2016, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/.
5. National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine, “On
Human Gene Editing: International Summit Statement,” news
release, December 3, 2015, http://www8.nationalacademies.org/.
6. National Institutes of Health, “Statement on NIH Funding
of Research Using Gene-Editing Technologies in Human
Embryos,” news release, April 29, 2015, http://www.nih.gov/.
7. Jasmeet Sidhu, “How To Buy a Daughter,” Slate, September 14,
2012, http://www.slate.com/.
8. For details about founders and funding, see individual company entries at CrunchBase, http://www.Crunchbase.com. See
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Nanalyze, April 25, 2015, http://www.nanalyze.com/.
9. Caitlin Huston, “Editas Medicine Opens above Issue Price in
Its Market Debut,” MarketWatch, February 3, 2016, http://www
.marketwatch.com/.

For our current purposes, I will leave aside the matter
of disabling a cardioverter defibrillator in order to cause
death. It is never permissible to stop treatment in order to
cause the death of the patient—an issue I have addressed sufficiently in my articles on pacemakers. My current focus
is on whether or not disabling a cardioverter defibrillator
is akin to deactivating a pacemaker or letting its battery
run out at the end of life. With pacemakers, I tentatively
concluded for various reasons that pacemaker deactivation, whether active or passive, is not morally licit. Does
the same conclusion apply to the cardioverter defibrillator?
No, it does not, for the following reasons.

Reasons for Deactivating
First, unlike a pacemaker, the presence and workings
of which are not felt by the patient, a cardioverter defibril-
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the magisterial teachings of the
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lator makes its presence known by delivering a powerful
shock or shocks to the patient. This kind of shock therapy
at the end of life has no medical benefit and may cause significant distress to the patient, the family, and the health
care staff. It is like performing CPR on a dying person.3
Unwelcome side effects may occur with the shock, such
as a transient loss of consciousness, uncontrolled bowel
movements, enuresis, nausea, and vomiting.4

including the possibility of deactivation in the event that
the device no longer provides medically sound treatment.
In ongoing discussions after implantation, the health
care provider and the patient should review the patient’s
clinical situation and confirm that continuing use of the
defibrillator is in harmony with the patient’s goals as the
disease progresses.6
			 Rev. Benedict M. Guevin, OSB

Second, while pacemakers do not interfere in the
 ying process, cardioverter defibrillators can and do. In
d
one case a man was shocked thirty-three times the day
before he died! 5 Many individuals, for sound reasons,
may sign a do-not-resuscitate order (DNR) as they approach the end of life. A person suffering from end-stage
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and congestive
heart failure, for example, may decide that heroic measures to keep him alive no longer make sense. It is entirely
appropriate for him to request that no such measures be
taken. However, a DNR will not affect the workings of
a cardioverter defibrillator at the very end of life. The
only option—and an appropriate one—is for the patient
to request that the defibrillator be deactivated so that he
can die a natural death without the fear of being shocked
back to life when the heart stops or when life-threatening
dysrhythmias occur. This discussion should not wait until
the last days and hours of a patient’s life. It should occur
before the patient is already in hospice care.

Rev. Benedict M. Guevin, OSB, PhD, STD, is a professor of
theology at Saint Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire.
1. Benedict Guevin, “On Not Deactivating Pacemakers: Arguments in Opposition,” Ethics & Medics 39.11 (November 2014):
3-4; “Deactivating Pacemakers at the End of Life,” National
Catholic Bioethics Quarterly 15.1 (Spring 2015): 39–51; and “What
to Do When the Battery Runs Out? Pacemakers in Patients with
Dementia, Alzheimer’s Disease, and Terminal Illness,” Ethics
& Medics 41.2 (February 2016): 1–2.
2. See Debra Lynn-McHale Wiegand and Peggy G. Kalowes,
“Withdrawal of Cardiac Medications and Devices,” AACN
Advanced Critical Care 18.4 (December 2007): 415–425.
3. Not all dying patients receive shocks, since ventricular arrhythmia does not necessarily occur while patients are moribund.
In one study, 27 percent of patients received appropriate shock
therapy in the last phase of their lives. See I. Goldenberg et al.,
“Defibrillator Discharge at the Time of Terminal Events in Madit-II,” abstract 14-6, Heart Rhythm 4.5 suppl. (May 2007): S1–S36,
cited in Jörg Carlsson et al., “The Deactivation of Implantable
Cardioverter-Defibrillators: Medical, Ethical, Practical, and Legal Considerations,” Deutsches Ärzteblatt International 109.33–34
(August 2012): 535–541, doi: 10.3238/arztebl.2012.0535.
4. Carlsson et al., “Deactivation of Implantable CardioverterDefibrillators,” 535.
5. Linda Carroll, “Shocking Ending: Implanted Defibrillators
Can Bring Misery to Final Hours,” NBC News, October 10, 2011,
http://www.nbcnews.com/.
6. Esther Waterhouse and Fawad Ahmad, “Do Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators Complicate End-Of-Life Care for Those
with Heart Failure?,” Current Opinion in Supportive and Palliative
Care 5.4 (December 2011): 309–310.

An important element of treatment with a cardioverter
defibrillator is open and frank communication at the time
of the device is implanted. The discussion should include
information about deactivation of the defibrillator at the
end of life. Admittedly, this may be difficult. Who wants
to talk about the end of life just when a patient is receiving
a device whose purpose is to prolong life? As difficult as
the conversation may be, however, it is in the patient’s best
interests, and it should detail options for end-of-life care,
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Word of Life: May 2016
Don’t miss the bulletin art on page three!

Intercessions for Life
May 1st
For post-abortion healing ministries:
May their invitation to discover
God’s healing mercy
reach those who are suffering;
We pray to the Lord:

Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 8th
For expectant mothers
whose hearts are troubled:
May they receive helpful, loving support
for themselves and their baby;
We pray to the Lord:

Solemnity of the Ascension of the
Lord/ Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 15th
For our culture:
May we more fully reflect the love that God
has for each person He created;
We pray to the Lord:

Pentecost Sunday

May 22nd
For those whose hearts ache
for a child of their own:
May they experience the Lord’s presence
and be filled with his peace;
We pray to the Lord:

The Solemnity of the Most
Holy Trinity

May 29th
For members of the Church:
May the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist
strengthen us in protecting his gift of life;
We pray to the Lord:

The Solemnity of the Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - MAY 2016
Bulletin Briefs
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. The QR codes
to the right of each quote can be used in bulletins, newsletters, etc. When scanned with a smartphone,
the QR codes will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located.
Sunday, May 1, 2016
“Little did I know that God was there, all along, offering me his love… The
power of forgiveness is life-altering. I am happy again and the people whom I
love sense that.”
— “Life Matters: Forgiveness and Healing after Abortion”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/J2WGnW)
Sunday, May 8, 2016
“An unexpected pregnancy can bring joy, excitement, awe, gratitude, and
deeper love than I knew was possible.”
— “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (goo.gl/MkBfb9)
Sunday, May 15, 2016
“[A] reflection of God's own reality shines out in the human person, in
every person, whatever the stage or condition of his life.”
— Pope Benedict XVI, Address of February 27, 2006 (www.goo.gl/4Bj3ss)
© 2006 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission.
Sunday, May 22, 2016
“[M]any assisted reproduction technologies also cause the destruction of human
life. This fact is seldom explained to a couple before the various procedures
begin.”
— “Infertility” (www.goo.gl/Jdmuy3)
ForYourMarriage.Org (an initiative of the USCCB)
Sunday, May 29, 2016
“In him we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of
transgressions, in accord with the riches of his grace that he lavished upon
us.”
— Ephesians 1:7–8, (http://goo.gl/BCfHS4)
(NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.)
View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - MAY 2016

Bulletin Art
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. However,
please do not alter the images in any way, other than the size. Thank you!

Sunday, May 8, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/pAj301)

Sunday, May 22, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/gBvELx)

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
May 2016

Month of Blessed Mother, Mary
Saturday

05/07/16
830am-5pm

MARIAN DAY RETREAT
Location: St. Peter’s, Cameron
Contact Sharon Thomas: sthomas1@tds.net; 715-748-5824

Sunday
Sunday

05/08/16
05/08/16

MOTHER’S DAY
SOLEMNITY OF THE LORD’S ASCENSION
Replaces the 7th Sunday of Easter

Thursday

05/12/16

SISTERS’ JUBILEE
Location: Holy Cross Motherhouse, Merrill
Contact Sr. Phyllis Wilhelm: spw803@charter.net; 715-209-6825

Sunday

05/15/16

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST Conclusion of the Easter Season
FEAST DAY OF SAINT ISIDORE THE FARMER

Sunday

05/15/16
1pm-5pm

EXTREME FAITH CAMP TRAINING
Location: Our Lady of Lourdes, Dobie
Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Tuesday

05/17/16
11am

PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING
Location: Hayward, WI
Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0240

WednesdayThursday

05/18/1605/19/16

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLANNING AND MARKETING SEMINAR
Location: Turtleback, Rice Lake
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Friday

05/20/16

LAY LEADER OF PRAYER ONGOING FORMATION
Location: Holy Family, Woodruff
Contact: Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org 715-394-0233

Saturday

05/21/16

LAY LEADER OF PRAYER ONGOING FORMATION
Location: Immaculate Conception, New Richmond
Contact: Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org 715-394-0233

Sunday

05/22/16

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

Monday
Thursday

05/23/1605/26/16

NCCL CONFERENCE
Location: Jacksonville, Florida
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Sunday

05/29/16

FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI

Monday

05/30/16

WORLD JUSTICE AND PEACE (Memorial Day)
Special Day of Prayer in Diocese of Superior
*chancery office closed

3-17-16

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
June 2016

Sunday

06/05/16
4:00p

ORDINATION TO TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE
For whom: Rev. Mr. Samuel Schneider
Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
Contact Fr. Thomas Thompson: vocations@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0234

Tuesday

06/07/16

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR INC. MEETING
Time: TBA

Friday

06/12/16

FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART

SundayFriday

06/12/1606/17/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Sunday
Friday

06/12/1606/17/16

EXTREME FAITH CAMP
Locations: Crosswoods Camp, Mason, WI (West) and
Crescent Lake, Rhinelander (East)
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

MondayTuesday

06/13/1606/14/16

SDCCW 66TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
Contact Sharon Thomas: sthomas1@tds.net; 715-748-5824

Sunday

06/19/16

FATHER’S DAY
NATIONAL CONCERN COLLECTION
Contact Steve Tarnowski: starnowski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0223

SaturdayFriday

06/19/1606/24/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: St. Joseph, Hayward & Nativity of our Lord, Rhinelander
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Friday

06/24/16

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Saturday

06/25/16

LAY MINISTRY ENRICHMENT (Final Session)
Topic: Service Emersion
Location: Superior, WI (Exact location TBD)
Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204

SaturdayFriday

06/26/1607/01/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: Park Falls
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Wednesday

06/29/16

SOLEMNITY OF SS. PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES

April 18, 2016

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
May 2016
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-21

F-21

F-25

PARISHES
SUGAR CAMP
St. Kunegunda of Poland
Sacramental Minister:

Rev. Bala Reddy Allam

Add

PARISHES
THREE LAKES
St. Therese
Sacramental Minister:

Rev. Bala Reddy Allam

Add

715-546-2159
St. Theresa Parish
Three Lakes, 54562-0008
St. Kunegunda of Poland, Sugar Camp

Add
Add
Add
Add

PRIESTS
Allam, Rev. Bala Reddy
Sacramental Minister:
Also Serves:

F-25

F-25

F-28

F-29

PRIESTS
Byrne, Rev. Bernard
402-917-2095
18480 Chicago Ct. Apt. 102
Elkhorn, NE, 68022-7937

Change
Change

PRIESTS
Dahlberg, Rev. Daniel
218-391-7058
St. Ann Residence, Room 318
230 East 3rd Street, Duluth, MN 55805

Change
Change

PRIESTS
Speerstra, Rev. William F. (passed away- delete entire entry)

Delete

NECROLOGY
2016
April 5
Rev. William F. Speerstra

Add
Add
Add

F- 35 RETREAT HOUSES
Luck
Mt. Carmel Hermitage
715-472-2570
th
913 250 Avenue, Luck, 54853

Delete
Delete
Delete

April 2016

M AY 2016
D IOCESE OF S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS OF P RAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY L EADERS

Sun
1
Rev. William
Murphy

Mon

Tue

2
Rev. David
Oberts

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3
Rev. Francis
Pakosta

4
Rev. Joseph
Trinka

5
Rev. Gabriel
Zepczyk

6
Rev. Madanu
Sleeva Raju

7
Rev. Shanthi
Mandapati

8
9
Rev. Simon
Rev. Madanu
Reddy Boyapati Bala Showry

10
Rev. Inna
Reddy
Pothireddy

11
Rev. Bala
Jojappa
Pasala

12
Rev. Louis
Reddy Maram
Reddy

13
Rev. Balaraju
Policetty

!
14
EW
Rev. Bala N
Reddy Allam

15
Rev. Otto
Bucher, OFM
Cap

17
Rev. Frank
Kordek ,OFM

18
Rev. Randall
Knauf, OFM
Cap

19
Rev. Ronald
Olson, OFM
Conv

20
Rev. Paul Pare
OFM

21
All Deacons in
Diocese

22
23
All Seminarians All Women
in the Diocese
Religious

24
+ All Deceased
Clergy

25
26
Bishop James P. Rev. Barg
Powers
Anderson

27
Rev. Ed
Anderson

28
Rev. John
Anderson

29
Rev. Jim
Bartleme

31
Rev. Aaron
Devett

16
Rev. Leon
Flaherty, CPPS

30
Rev. Michael
Crisp

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.
*Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord, & let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen

J UNE 2016
D IOCESE OF S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS OF P RAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY L EADERS

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Rev. John
Gerritts

2
Very Rev.
Kevin Gordon

3
Rev. Gerald
Hagen

4
Rev. J. Patrick
Hardy

8
Very Rev.
Philip Juza

9
Rev. Donald
Kania

10
Rev. Chris
Kemp

11
Rev. Sangmoon
Kim

5
Rev. Gerald
Harris

6
Rev. Michael
Hayden

7
Rev. Gregory
Hopefl

12
Rev. James
Kinney

13
Rev. Adam
Laski

14
15
Rev. John Long Rev. Patrick
McConnell

16
Rev. Eugene
Murphy

17
Rev. David
Neuschwander

18
Rev. Shaji
Pazhukkathara

19
Rev. Andrew
Ricci

20
Rev. Ronald
Serrao

21
Rev. Thomas
Thompson

22
Very Rev.
James Tobolski

23
Rev. Michael
Tupa

24
Rev. Gerard
Willger

25
Rev. William
Brenna

26
Rev. James
Brinkman

27
Rev. Hugh
Briody

28
Rev. Frederick
Brost

29
Rev. Dean
Buttrick

30
Rev. Bernard
Byrne

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
CELEBRATES
WEDDING JUBILEES
If your 2016 wedding anniversary is one of the following*,
please join Bishop and other couples in celebrating.

* other years will be considered

WHEN:

Saturday, July 23, 2016

TIME:

11:00 a.m. Mass
12:30 p.m. Catered Lunch

WHERE:

Cathedral of Christ the King,
Superior, WI

CONTACT YOUR PARISH OFFICE FOR DETAILS.
Our lives are intertwined forever, blessed in faith,
filled with compassion, understanding and love.

Lay❖leader❖of❖prayer
2016 Ongoing Formation Opportunity
❖

TWO AVAILABLE DATES/LOCATIONS:

Friday, May 20—Holy Family Church, Woodruff
8950 COUNTY ROAD “J”—715-356-6284

Saturday, May 21—Immaculate Conception Church, New Richmond
151 S. WASHINGTON AVENUE—715-246-4652
❖

REGISTRATION/COFFEE BEGINS AT 8:30 A.M.
SESSIONS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. AND END AT 2:45 P.M.—LUNCH INCLUDED
❖

PRESENTERS:

Rev. Richard Bruesehoff and Sr. Marla Lang, FSPA
Pat Pintens and Paul Birch
This training is for those who have received diocesan
certification to function in their parishes as lay leaders of
prayer in order to lead or assist with:
o Communion Services in Nursing Homes or other
Facilities
o Weekday Communion Services in the Parish Churches
o Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest
o Funeral Liturgies
THESE WORKSHOPS ARE PARTIALLY FUNDED THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT PAUL BIRCH IN THE OFFICE OF WORSHIP AT pbirch@catholicdos.org OR 715-394-0233

------------DETACH--------------------------------------------------------- DETACH-------------❖ 2016 ONGOING FORMATION ❖ REGISTRATION FORM ❖ 05/20/16 OR 05/21/16 ❖
REGISTRATION FEE is $40.00 per person. Each attendee is asked to provide the information below along
with the fee. These should be received at the Chancery no later than Monday, May 16. For multiple
registrants, please duplicate the form.

Name

Home Phone #

Please circle - Mr. Mrs. Ms. Deacon Sister

In case of cancelation
Friday

E-mail

Saturday

Track

Track

_______ _ _ _ _ _________Attending __05/20 __05/21 _ (1) _ (2)
Check - one date and one afternoon track

Home Address
Parish

City
Pastor

Zip Code
________________________

Make checks payable to the Office of Worship
Please mail to: Diocese of Superior, Office of Worship, P.O. Box 969, Superior, WI 54880

MORNING SESSION
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

❖Listening Ourselves to Life❖
Dick Bruesehoff
Together we will explore—from the perspective of liturgy, prayer and theology—how listening shapes our relationships with
God and with each other, our praying, and our faith communities. Three brief presentations on various aspects of listening will
show how it actively reflects the heart of God, and works to shape and form healthy communities of faith. Prayer practices will
be presented in such a way that participants will gain the familiarity and confidence that may allow them to introduce them in
their own parishes.

AFTERNOON SESSION – OPTIONS:
12:45 p.m – 2:45 p.m.
Track (1)

❖Listening as Sacred Hospitality❖
Dick and Marla
This track will give further attention to listening as a sacred form of hospitality in the ministry of a lay leader of prayer.
Opportunities for using these listening skills will especially focus on the sensitive challenges involving lay leaders in their
ministry with the sick and dying and during the various aspects of a funeral.

Track (2)

❖Assistance with Parish Funerals❖
Pat and Paul
Depending on the needs of the particular parish, and in accordance with the direction given by parish pastoral leadership, lay
leaders of prayer can be of valuable assistance with: planning parish funeral liturgies, and leading various aspects of the funeral
rites as envisioned by the Order of Christian Funerals. This track will survey the Church’s official ritual texts combined with
our own practical experiences as we explore the liturgical aspects of this loving work of the people.

Rev. Richard Bruesehoff is a founding member and part of the leadership team of the Grace Institute for
Spiritual Formation, a two-year faith formation program. He currently leads retreats and provides spiritual
direction. Dick previously served as Director for Lifelong Learning of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, where he helped start the Lay School of Ministry in his local synod. He has also served as pastor of
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Clayton, WI and of Trinity Lutheran Church in Appleton and was a member of
the staff of the Wisconsin Council of Churches. Dick is co-author of two books, Clergy Renewal: The Alban
Sabbatical Planning Guide (Alban Institute) and Pastor and People: Making Mutual Ministry Work (Augsburg
Fortress). He and his spouse Naomi are the parents of two adult children.

❖ REGISTRATION FORM ❖ SIDE TWO ❖
Please check which aspect(s) of functioning as a lay leader of prayer most closely matches the vision your
pastoral leadership has for your involvement in your parish:
_____
_____
_____
_____

Leading Communion Services in Nursing Homes or other Facilities
Leading Weekday Communion Services in the Parish Church
Leading Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest
Assistance with Funeral Liturgies

Please include a question or two you may have regarding serving your parish as a lay leader of prayer:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Year of Mercy Speakers for Parishes
Ryan O'Hara
Director of Mission Resources, St. Paul Outreach
Email: ryancohara@gmail.com
Phone: 651-261-9709
Website: http://www.spoweb.org/staff/2013/1/8/ryan-ohara.html
Age Level: Teens & Adults
Ryan has been involved with youth and young adult ministry for many years, serving as a Campus Minister at the
University of Missouri Newman Center from 1997-2001. He and his wife, Jill, worked as missionaries in New
Zealand in the fall of 2000, and from 2001-2008, Ryan served as the Director for Youth Arise North America in
Tempe, AZ. Ryan and Jill now live in West St. Paul where they are raising their four sons surrounded by a whole
menagerie of wild animals collected by their children.
Besides bringing up four amazing boys, Ryan’s claim to fame is beating an NBA basketball player in a 3-point
shooting contest. His favorite Bible verse is, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
Julianne Stanz
Diocese of Green Bay, Director of New Evangelization
Email: jstanz@gbdioc.org
Phone: 920-272-8270
Website: http://www.gbdioc.org/newevangelization/our-ne-team/julianne-stanz.html
Age Level: Teens & Adults
Julianne is an Irish Catholic mother (although not necessarily in that order!) and the Catholic Church is her home,
her refuge and her strength. The Blessed Mother has always been a special part of her life, through reflecting
on and praying about her life Julianne has learned so much about Her Son Our Lord Jesus Christ. Julianne’s faith
life is marked by deep gratitude for the abundance of God's blessings and a great joy for our faith and for the
world!
Wayne and Julianne have been blessed with three children, two earthly and one heavenly. Her greatest
accomplishments are my children and in striving constantly for a holy, faith-filled marriage. Being Irish, Julianne
loves to envelop her family in the songs, history, traditions and culture of Ireland hoping that her children will
love Ireland as much as she does.
Christopher Hurtubise
Diocese of Superior, Associate Director of Catholic Formation
Email: churtubise@catholicdos.org
Phone: 715-234-5044
Age Leve: All
Christopher worked several years in the Amery/Balsam Lake cluster, where he served as the Director of Faith
Formation and Youth Ministry. A native of Chicago, Chris studied classics at Hillsdale College in Michigan and
also received a Master’s Degree in theology from the University of Dallas. He and his wife, Stephanie, who is a
native of Balsam Lake, have lived there for five years and are parishioners at Our Lady of the Lakes in Balsam
Lake. During that time he has been very active in the diocese attending, speaking at, and helping lead diocesan
events. He has also collaborated a great deal with neighboring parishes on things like FED, confirmation retreats
and youth ministry events.
1

Rich Harter
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, Director of Evangelization
Email: harterr@archmil.org
Phone: 414-758-2215
Website: http://www.johnpaul2center.org/Lay-Formation/Retreat-Guide/Facilitators/Harter.htm
Age Level: Adults
Rich has a BA in Theology from St. John’s University and an MTS from Saint Francis Seminary. Rich has 32 years
of Lay Ecclesial Ministry as a youth minister, theology teacher, parish director, adult and family minister,
pastoral associate, retreat leader, spiritual director, adjunct faculty at Cardinal Stritch University.
Nic Davidson
Professional Speaker
Email: nic.davidson@gmail.com
Phone: 218.348.1683
Website: https://deathbeforedeath.wordpress.com/
Age Level: Teens & Adults
Nic Davidson and his wife joined the Church in ’08 after growing up in the Assemblies of God. He was a youth
minister in Duluth, MN, spent 3 years working as a missionary on the Caribbean island of Dominica while his wife
attended Med School, and just finished writing a 3-year youth ministry curriculum for the Diocese of Duluth,
MN. While on-island, he and his wife adopted three wonderful siblings.
Fathers of Mercy at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help
Website: https://www.shrineofourladyofgoodhelp.com/
Age Level: Adults
The Fathers of Mercy were founded in France in 1808 by Fr. Jean Baptiste Rauzan at the invitation of Cardinal
Joseph Fesch of Lyons in response to the upheaval and persecution the Church suffered during the French
Revolution. Since their founding, the primary apostolate of the Fathers of Mercy is to preach parish missions and
retreats, with an emphasis on the Eucharist and confession.
Sheila DeLuca
Resurrection Parish in Green Bay, Pastoral Associate/Family Life Director
Phone: 920-336-7768
Email: sdeluca@gbres.org
Website: http://www.gbres.org/
Age Level: Adults
For insight to Shelia’s writings check out “Stirrings from Sheila” at http://www.gbres.org/stirrings-from-sheila/
Christopher Ruff
Diocese of La Crosse, Director for the Office Ministries and Social Concerns
Email: cruff@diolc.org
Phone: 608- 791-0161
Websites: http://diolc.org/ , www.christopherruff.com
Age Level: Teens & Adults
Christopher studied theology in Rome in the 1980’s and received his S.T.L. from the John Paul II Institute for
Marriage and the Family in 1988. Chris writes resources for group study and reflection. Chris became really
familiar with small group ministry when he was hired by the pastor of a large suburban parish in Minneapolis in
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1988. In 2001, he made the move to work for the Diocese of La Crosse and in 2006 the “Office of Ministries”
was merged with the “Office of Social Concerns.” This crossover of responsibilities prompted Chris to begin
writing the Discipleship Series for small groups, out of a desire to integrate the inspirational, devotional
dimension of faith with a committed love of neighbor.
Christopher is a Catholic husband (married to Clare) and father of five beautiful children. He was raised in Fargo,
North Dakota, the first of seven children, by faithful, loving Catholic parents.
Fr. Peter Mitchell
Pastor at St. Mary Parish in Greenville
Email: pmitchell@stmarygreenville.org
Phone: 920-757-6555
Website: http://www.stmarygreenville.org/
Age Level: Adults
Fr. Peter Mitchell is a priest of the Diocese of Green Bay. He received his doctorate in Church History from the
Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, in 2009. He has spent much of his priesthood working in Catholic
education. He has written two books, John Paul II, We Love You and The Coup at Catholic University,
The 1968 Revolution in American Catholic Education
Catherine Orr
Diocese of Green Bay, Director of Living Justice
Email: corr@gbdioc.org
Phone: 920-272-8299
Age Level: Adults
Recommended speaker, and she is bi-lingual.

Debra Lieberg
Diocese of Superior; Chancellor, Dir. of the Respect Life Office, Marriage Prep
Email: dlieberg@catholicdos.org;
Phone: 715-394-0240
Age Level: Adults
Debra is has worked as youth minister, DRE, Sacramental Preparation Teacher, RCIA committee member, Dir.
Catholic School Development Office, Substitute teacher & aide, and currently is the Chancellor, Dir. of the Office
of Respect Life, and involved in Marriage Preparation. Debra and her husband, Gerald, have 5 children and 2
grandchildren. Debra has spoken and presented information to varied audiences.
Vicki Thorn
http://www.noparh.org/ (National Office of Post-Abortion Reconciliation and Healing)
Phone: 1-800-5WE-CARE
Email: noparth@juno.com
Vicki Thorn is the foundress of Project Rachel and the executive director of the National Office of Post-Abortion Reconciliation
& Healing located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She served as the first Respect Life Director for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
from 1977 to 1988. She has a degree in Psychology from the University of Minnesota and a certificate in Spiritual Direction.
She is a bereavement facilitator trained by the American Academy of Bereavement and a prenatal loss facilitator certified by
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Resolve Through Sharing Prenatal Loss. She is also holds a certificate in Trauma Counseling from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She is a long time member of the Association of Prenatal and Perinatal Psychology and Health and an
invited workshop presenter.
Vicki is an international speaker and author on the topics of abortion’s aftermath in women, men and others as well as the
process of post-abortion healing. She has spoken in Canada, Mexico, the Bahamas, Australia, New Zealand, Guam, Ukraine,
Italy, Austria, Poland, Slovakia, Sardinia and Chile.
She has written articles on the sociological changes in society since 1960 and the spiritual and psychological wounds carried
by Gen X and Gen Y as a result of those changes. She has also written about the role of stress in making abortion decisions,
and ways to help women in crisis pregnancies. She and her husband, Professor William Thorn are the parents of 6 children.

Barbara Sella
Wisconsin Catholic Conference; www.wisconsincatholic.org
Associate Director for Respect Life and Social Concerns
Phone: 608-257-0004
Email: office@wisconsincatholic.org
Fr. Dennis Mullen
Retired Priest for the Diocese of Superior
Phone: 715-566-1781
Email: mullen1223@yahoo.com
 Parish Renewal/Retreat during Year of Mercy
 Pope Francis’ vision for Year of Mercy
 Practical ways to participate fully in the Year of Mercy
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