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TOTUS TUUS SCHEDULE
JUNE-AUGUST 2016

MASS ATTENDANCE COUNTING
JULY 16 AND 17, 2016

July
11-15 Totus Tuus @ Ladysmith & River Falls
17-22 Totus Tuus @ Amery
24-29 Totus Tuus @ Glenwood City & Tomahawk
August
31-5 Totus Tuus @ Spooner & Merrill
7-12 Totus Tuus @ Hudson & Medford

Mass attendance counting started in July of
1999. This information, especially when
combined with the SAQ data, has been very
helpful for both short-term and long-term
planning in the diocese. In addition, several
parishes have made use of past Mass attendance
figures for their own local planning.

Contact Chris Hurtubise: 715-234-5044;
churtubise@catholicdos.org

The July Mass count is scheduled for the
weekend of July 16 and 17. A tally sheet for
recording the attendance along with further
information was emailed June 30 to all Pastors,
Parochial Administrators, Parish Directors and
Parish Life Coordinators.

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM:
WITNESSES TO FREEDOM
JUNE 21- JULY 4, 2016
The Fortnight for Freedom: Witnesses to
Freedom will take place from June 21 to July 4,
2016. This year the lives of more than 14
women and men of faith, from all over the world
will be featured, who bear witness to authentic
freedom in Christ. Little Sisters of the Poor, Sts.
John Fisher and Thomas More, Coptic Martyrs,
St. John the Baptist, Ven. Henriette Delille, Bl.
Oscar Romero, Martyrs of Compiègne, Fr. John
Bapst, SJ, Sts. Peter and Paul, Sts. Felicity and
Perpetua, BL Miguel Pro, St. Maximillian Kolbe,
St. Edith Stein, St. Kateri Tekakwitha.
SEE ENCLOSURE.
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religiousliberty/fortnight-for-freedom/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religiousliberty/upload/Our_First_Most_Cherished_Liberty.pdf

If you did not receive this email or have further
questions, please contact Richard Lyons,
Director of Administrative Services at 715-3940203 or rlyons@catholicdos.org.
25TH ANNUAL GOLF AND NON-GOLF OUTING
JULY 25, 2016
Catholic United Financial is sponsoring the
annual clergy golf outing on Monday, July 25,
2016 at Turtleback Golf Course, Rice Lake.
Invitations were sent in a direct mailing from
Catholic United Financial in June.
PARISHES REMINDED OF CHANGES IN
BACKGROUND CHECK FORMS
Parishes are reminded that July 1, 2016 is the
deadline for using the new Code of Conduct and
background check forms. The new forms are
included with this mailing and have been placed
on the Diocesan website. Please discard any
blank copies of the old forms. Be sure to use the
new forms when making copies of the Diocesan
Employee and Volunteer Handbooks.
SEE ENCLOSURES
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NATIONAL NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING
AWARENESS WEEK
JULY 24 - JULY 30, 2016
.

Theme: Love, Mercy, Life | Natural Family
Planning, Opening the Heart of Marriage;
"Celebrate and reverence God's vision of human
sexuality." Natural Family Planning (NFP) is the
general title for the scientific, natural and moral
methods of family planning that can help married
couples either achieve or postpone
pregnancies. NFP methods are based on the
observation of the naturally occurring signs and
symptoms of the fertile and infertile phases of a
woman's menstrual cycle. No drugs, devices, or
surgical procedures are used to avoid pregnancy.
Since the methods of NFP respect the lovegiving (unitive) and life-giving (procreative)
nature of the conjugal act, they support God's
design for married love. Contact Debra Lieberg:
715-392-0240; dlieberg@catholicdos.org. See
websites:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriageand-family/natural-family-planning/awarenessweek/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriageand-family/natural-family-planning/web-links.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriageand-family/natural-family-planning/resources/nfpbulletin-inserts.cfm

WORLD YOUTH DAY
JULY 25-31, 2016
The theme of the XXXI World Youth Day
Krakow, Poland is: ‘Blessed are the merciful, for
they shall obtain mercy’ -Mt 5:7. Our Holy
Father Francis has chosen the fifth of the eight
Beatitudes, given by Jesus in his Sermon on the
Mount on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, to
show the importance of the Beatitudes which are
at the heart of Jesus’ teaching. Contact Chris
Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-2345044.
THE SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
AUGUST 2016- APRIL 2017
The School of Servant Leadership is a college
level systematic educational, formational and
transformational learning process, taught by
quality Professors from Viterbo University, La

Crosse, WI, in conjunction with Diocesan
Educators. It is for Clergy, Parish Life
Coordinators, Parish Directors, Religious Sisters,
DREs, CREs, Youth/Young Adult Ministers,
Principals, Teachers, Diocesan staff, Parish
Administrators, Parish Development Directors,
Parish Nurses, and Lay Ministers and those
seeking continuing
formation hours for
Forming Effective
Disciples (FED).
This is also a
prerequisite for those
men discerning application to the permanent
diaconate. It consists of nine courses, one
weekend per month for nine months; participants
must be able to commit to all nine courses, as a
cohort learning model will be utilized. There is a
limit of 25 participants in the cohort. Reserve
your seat as soon as possible as registration will
be on a first come, first serve basis. The program
runs August-April in Tony. Contact Chris
Newkirk 715-394-0204, cnewkirk@catholicdos.org.
Priests’ summer gathering at
Fr. John Anderson’s cabin: August 8, 2016.
*Information was mailed in June. Call Diocesan
Staff for more information: 715-392-2937
MERCY-MARY WEEKEND RETREATS
AUGUST 5-7, 2016
Bishop Powers is encouraging parishes to
promote the Mercy-Mary weekend by posting
the information in bulletins and other locations
visible for parishioners. Immerse
yourself in Divine Mercy & Mary
with bestselling author and speaker,
Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, at UWStevens Point for one of ten Mercy
& Mary Weekend Retreats across the U.S. for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Spend a weekend in
quiet prayer for a full immersion experience of
Divine Mercy and Mary on August 5, 6, & 7.
Enjoy new talks by Fr. Gaitley, daily Mass,
Adoration, comfortable accommodations, meals
with the Marian Missionaries, and much more!
For more information and to register, go to:
http://events.marianmissionaries.org/events/merc
y-mary-weekend-retreat-stevens-point-wi
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RETROUVAILLE
AUGUST 12-14, 2016
Marriage Help – Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vi with a long i ) has helped tens of
thousands of couples at all stages of
disillusionment or misery in their marriage The
next weekend will be held on August 12-14,
2016, call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) or email:
centralwi@retrouvaille.org. Please post one of
the enclosed weekly bulletins announcements
beginning with weekend masses June 25 & 26
through August 6 & 7, 2016. Registrations
needed by August 11, 2016. Late registrations
may be accepted if space is available. By
posting this series of weekly messages, your
church serves as a lifeline to hurting marriages.
SEE ENCLOSURES.
THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
AUGUST 15, 2016
Since the Assumption falls on a Monday, the
holy day of obligation is abrogated this year.
This was listed incorrectly in the 2015-2016
liturgical calendar. We apologize for any
confusion because of this error.
Annual Retreat for Priests
September 12-15, 2016
Clergy Workshop
October 16-18, 2016
REBOOT! LIVE!
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016
Real Life Catholic presents this life changing
event for youth (12+) and adults. Reboot Live!
will be held Wednesday September 28, 2016, at
Spooner High School, 801 Co Hwy A, Spooner,
WI. Chris Stefanick, a Catholic youth speaker,
will speak on the beauty and genius of the
Gospel in every aspect of life. Organizers are
expecting a packed house (1600). Buy tickets
now to guarantee a seat. Tickets are $19 and are
on sale now at the following parishes in the cities
of: Superior, Spooner, Hayward, Rice Lake, and
Ladysmith as well as online at:
http://reallifecatholic.com/reboot-liveparticipants//. SEE ENCLOSURE.

INITIAL FORMATION FOR DIOCESAN-CERTIFIED
LAY LEADERS OF PRAYER

SEPT 30 – OCT 1 & NOV 4 - 5, 2016
The two required Friday/Saturday formation
sessions for those seeking diocesan certification
as lay leaders of prayer are September 30 –
October 1 and November 4 -5, 2016 and will
take place at a yet to be named location on the
eastern side of our diocese. (The second
weekend’s dates have now been moved up from
the 11th and 12th of November to the 4th and 5th)
(Both weekends begin Friday evening and
conclude late Saturday afternoon.) Each
applicant for this training must be specifically
selected and/or recommended by his or her
pastor, parish life coordinator or parish director.
All lay people who lead Sunday Celebrations in
the Absence of a Priest or Weekday Communion
Services in their parishes should be recipients of
this diocesan certification. Contact Paul Birch at
715-394-0233 or pbirch@catholicdos.org.
ELECTION – FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR
FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP:
A CALL TO POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
is a teaching document from the bishops on the
political responsibility of Catholics. It represents
guidance in the rights and duties for Catholics in
our democracy. Clergy and the lay faithful are
encouraged to use this statement to help form
their consciences; to teach those entrusted to
their care; to contribute to civil and respectful
public dialogue; and to shape political choices in
the coming election in light of Catholic teaching.
It is available to read on line or copies may be
purchased.
The Church does not and will not
engage in partisan politics. Pastors
may wish to publish the following
bulletin announcement in the
weeks before the election.
Bulletin Announcement:
We strongly urge all parishioners to
register, to become informed on key
issues, and to vote. The Church does not support or
oppose any candidate, but seeks to focus attention on the
moral and human dimensions of issues. We do not
authorize the distribution of partisan political materials on
parish property.
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
FIRE NUMBER POSTED IN ALL PARISHES
Catholic Mutual encourages
ALL parishes to post the
physical street address, or fire
number in the gathering space
in the back of the church, near
a phone or in the bulletin for all unexpected
emergencies. Contact Paul Altmann: 715-3940222; paltmann@catholicmutual.org.
WISCONSIN DEATH
Rev. Francis Pakosta -May 8, 2016.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and
let perpetual light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen
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A Commentary of the National Catholic Bioethics Center on Health Care and the Life Sciences
Also in this issue: “A Brief History of Catholic Bioethics,” by Louise A. Mitchell

On Regulating IVF

A

ccording to the HFEA’s own account, the birth of Louise
Brown, in 1978, contributed to a growing need to
establish a committee “to inquire into the technologies of in
vitro fertilisation and embryology.” Thus, a committee was
established in 1982 with the task “to develop principles for
the regulation of IVF and embryology.” The committee was
chaired by the philosopher Mary Warnock, and the report it
produced in 1984 came to be known as the Warnock Report.
The committee called for a “regulatory authority with the
remit of licensing the use in treatment, storage, and research
of human embryos outside the body.” 4

Francis Etheredge

T

o

he in vitro fertilization industry is generally unregulated in the United States, although individual states
have enacted laws trying to rein in some of the more
flagrant abuses of the practice. The weakness in the American system is the failure to protect the rights of experimental
subjects, first expressed in the 1949 Nuremberg Code1 and
again in the 1979 Belmont Report,2 which emphasized the
need to protect those with diminished responsibility. Who
is more vulnerable to mistreatment than the unborn?

In 1987, almost ten years after the Warnock Report, the
publication of a white paper led to the Human Fertilisation
and Embryology (HFE) Act. This act, made law in 1990, provided for the establishment of the HFEA, “an executive, nondepartmental public body, the first statutory body of its type
in the world.” The act provided the statutory basis to license
the creation of human embryos outside the body, their use
in treatment and research, the use of donated g
 ametes and
embryos, and the storage of gametes and embryos.5

An entirely different approach has been taken here in
Great Britain, where the national government regulates
the production and use of human embryos. There are
advantages to the British practice: it encourages scientists
to publicize what they propose to do; it can focus the public
on the objective good or harm of a particular proposal; and
it makes it easier to identify the currents of thought which
contribute to the political advocacy of IVF.

A

Although the logic of the Warnock Report entailed the
protection of the life of the human embryo from its very
beginning, at conception (fertilization), it did not call for that
protection. What emerged was not the Warnock Report’s
failure to grasp human reality but its failure to recognize the
ethical implications of the continuous manifestation of the
person. The report thus built this flaw into the foundations
of the the HFEA and the HFE Act.

The Goal of Regulation
The goal of regulation is a laudable one and intrinsic
to social collaboration. It is an expression of responsible,
joint discernment about how to protect the most vulnerable
in our society. The establishment of a national authority
expressed widespread and even universal sympathy for

Francis Etheredge, BA (Hons), MA, is a writer and speaker based
in Gloucestershire, England. His trilogy, titled From Truth and
truth, is being published by Cambridge Scholars Publications
(UK).
the
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The Flaw in the Foundation

precept of the Warnock Report was that “there is no
particular part of the developmental process that is
more important than another; all are part of a continuous
process.” 6 In response, the Catholic Bishop’s Joint Committee on Bio-Ethical Issues of Great Britain said that “our
society should resolve to protect the life of the human
embryo precisely from the beginning of its continuous development, ie, from conception ( fertilization).” 7

This is also a more dangerous approach than the one
found in the United States, because it assigns power over
the entire industry to a single advisory body, the Human
Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA). This
body can give the sanction of statutory law to practices
that transgress the moral implications of the truth and,
therefore, discredits the law and political process of the
country. Furthermore, legalization sanitizes the cultural
abandonment of the unborn and helps to accommodate
consciences to practices that contravene the gift of life.3
Louise Brown, the first child brought to term through
IVF, is a living reminder that each human embryo that is
experimented on is a person. Any relationship not based
on the principle of the person-as-gift denies the reality of
equality between all of us.

Defending

Regulation in Great Britain
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Health Care

and the

Life Sciences
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1972
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those suffering from the pain of infertility. But were the
Warnock Committee’s deliberations obstructed by its
assumption, however unconscious, that the practices of
IVF and embryology could be morally regulated? What is
it that derailed the promising ethical reflection that began
with the American judges at Nuremberg in 1949 but failed
to go further than the Belmont Report in 1979?

of rights and responsibilities which affect the daily life of
the whole human race. In other words, there needs to be a
forum which brings specific developments, or their future
possibilities, before a world assembly where, it is hoped,
the range of wisdom can overcome the vested interests and
rationalization of existing practices.
The inadequacies of the existing situation, typically
expressed by the English and American systems, require
a radical re-evaluation of how best to serve the interests of
each member of the human race. An international authority
is the most natural way to recognize and promulgate a universal ethic based on the equality of each one of us being
equally a gift. Indeed, it is the most natural way to recognize
the growing evidence which founds such an ethic. As Jorge
Cardinal Bergoglio said, “The moral problem with abortion
is of a pre-religious nature, because the genetic code of the
person is present at the moment of conception. . . . To not
allow further progress in the development of a being that
already has the entire genetic code of a human being is
not ethical.” 15 Moreover, to recognize that psychology is
inscribed in biological development is to begin to unify
the results of different but complementary studies of the
human being. Finally, each religion is bound to recognize
the expressed truths and act, according to its beliefs and
practices, in accord with what is naturally of common
concern to us all.

A Universal Ethic of Equality
Ethical action is not an imposition on human reality;
rather, it expresses the intrinsic value of the person.8 Good
action expresses and benefits the true good of all people.
It is necessary to possess a proper understanding of truth,
therefore, to fulfill our reciprocal responsibility for each and
every person. Conversely, if an action is founded on a misinterpretation of truth, it will be discriminatory to the extent
that it excludes any human being from the benefits due to all.
The birth of Louise Brown entailed experiments combining a man’s sperm and a woman’s ovum in a glass dish.
This technique of conception was linked to the goal of
treating her mother’s blocked fallopian tubes.9 IVF did not,
however, cure the actual cause of her mother’s infertility.
The procedure was a substituted act that changed the
normal process by which conception naturally occurs.
Consequently, the moral evaluation of IVF has to be linked
to its own proximate goal: bringing about the existence of
a child outside a woman’s body. 10 But intrinsically, this act
replaces an act necessary to the good of the child, namely, to
be conceived through the reciprocal self-gift of the spouses
and, thereafter, to receive the unconditional expression
of that love in the nurture and protection which follows
natural conception.11 In sum, IVF entails an experimental
procedure which of itself contradicts the natural right of
a child to be conceived according to the intrinsic requirements of human personhood.

Notes
1. Evelyne Shuster, “Fifty Years Later: The Significance of the Nuremberg Code,” New England Journal of Medicine 337.20 (November 13,
1997): 1436–1440.
2. National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of
Biomedical and Behavioral Research, The Belmont Report: Ethical
Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of Human Subjects for
Research (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1979).
3. See Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Donum vitae
(February 22, 1987), intro., 1.
4. Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, “Warnock Report,”
HFEA website, updated April 11, 2009, http://www.hfea.gov.uk/.
5. Ibid., “HFE Act 1990,” updated March 23, 2009.
6. Department of Health and Social Security (UK), Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Human Fertilisation and Embryology (London:
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, July 1984), para. 11.19, quoted in
Catholic Bishops’ Joint Committee on Bio-ethical Issues, Response to
the Warnock Report on Human Fertilisation and Embryology (London:
Catholic Media Offices, 1984), 13.
7. Catholic Bishops’ Committee, Response to the Warnock Report, 13.
8. See Paul VI, Humanae vitae (July 25, 1968), n. 13. Good has three
aspects ordered to each other: the virtuous, the useful, and the
desirable (see Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologiae I.5.1–6). Moreover, truth and right action are integral to the love expressed in a
morally good action.
9. Encyclopædia Britannica Online, s.v. “Louise Brown,” accessed
June 7, 2016, http://www.britannica.com/.
10. See CDF, Donum vitae, II.B.5.
11. See ibid., I.6 and II.B.7 but also II.A.1–3 and II.B.4–8.
12. Ibid., intro., 2.
13. See ibid., intro., 3.
14. See John Paul II, Evangelium vitae (March 25, 1995), n. 73.
15. Jorge Mario Bergoglio and Abraham Skorka, On Heaven and Earth:
Pope Francis on Faith, Family and the Church in the 21st Century, trans.
Image (London: Bloomsbury, 2013), 107.

Donum vitae has helped us to see that a child is a gift.
And if each person is equal-as-gift, then science and technology are to be placed at the service of all.12 This all includes
each person’s psychosomatic totality: 13 a totality integral
to procreation. Therefore, it is necessary to encourage a
wholesome study of the total good of human procreation,
for the benefit of both parents and child.
The person-as-gift, therefore, founds a universal ethic
based on everyone’s equal receipt of the gift of existence.
Thus, we need international regulations that foster the good
of the whole human race. Our concern for the least among
us should be at the forefront of our common concern for
the good of all.

I

The Universal Ethic and Regulation

n the present situation in America and England, there
is an inadequate response to the development of both
universally applicable principles and regulatory bodies
which oversee their implementation. Although it is possible to improve imperfect regulation on a national level,14
we live in an increasingly international world. Thus, there
needs to be widespread participation in the articulation
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A Brief History of
Catholic Bioethics

Non-Catholic Contributions

I

n non-Catholic circles, very little literature on medical
ethics can be found prior to the 1960s. In 1954, Joseph
Fletcher, a prominent Protestant professor of ethics and
bioethics, conceded that “the most important observation to
make here is that Catholic literature on the morals of medical care is both extensive and painstaking in its technical
detail, while Protestant and Jewish literature is practically
non-existent.” 7 Rev. Joseph Tham, LC, notes that “Fletcher
also observed with dismay that Catholics predominat[ed]
in books and periodical writings in medical ethics, that
they had a ‘Catholic Physicians’ Guild, but no Protestant
counterpart, and a Linacre Quarterly, a Catholic journal of
the philosophy and ethics of medical practice, but nothing
at all equivalent to it from a Protestant source.” 8

Louise A. Mitchell

T

o

he foundations of modern Catholic bioethics were
laid with the teachings of Christ and his message of
love of God and neighbor, especially in the example
He set as the Divine Physician and through the parable of
the Good Samaritan. The Church thus cared for the sick
and built hospitals for two thousand years before adopting
a definite bioethical focus.

In 1969, Paul Ramsey, a Protestant pioneer in bioethics, introduced the concept of medical practice as “fidelity
to covenant,” which includes all the things entailed by a
religious covenant: “justice, fairness, righteousness, faithfulness, canons of loyalty, the sanctity of life, hesed, agapé or
charity.” 9 A human being is sacred, he said, and “the sanctity
of human life prevents ultimate trespass upon him even for
the sake of treating his bodily life, or for the sake of others
who are also only a sacredness in their bodily lives.” 10 

Edmund Pellegrino places the origins of a definite bioethical focus in “the confessional manuals of the Middle
Ages, and the t reatises of the moral theologians of the
sixteenth century to the present day.” 1 He observes that,
“beginning with the penitential books of the thirteenth
century, the Church encouraged the study of medical
morals. It fostered the earliest moral discussions about
the responsibilities of physicians regarding embryology,
abortion, euthanasia, craniotomy, medical fees, and futile
treatment, for example.” 2

William F. May picked up this theme in his book The
Physician’s Covenant (1983), in which he acknowledged that
Paul Ramsey “first applied the term ‘covenant fidelity’ to the
problems of medical ethics in this country in his impressive
and influential The Patient as Person.” 11

Issues particular to modern medicine were being discussed as early as the nineteenth century. In 1897, Leo XIII
declared that artificial fertilization was illicit, and made
informative declarations on accelerated labor, cesarean
sections, and laparotomies for ectopic pregnancy.3 In 1936,
Pius XI condemned sterilization.4 Papal attention to medical
ethics increased during the 1940s and 50s:

May adds images of the physician as parent, fighter,
technician, and teacher. He describes the covenantal relationship of the Hippocratic Oath as threefold. First, a physician is indebted not only to his teachers but to the public for
carrying some of the burden of his education. Second, the
physician’s relationship with his patients is one between
benefactor and beneficiary.12 Third, the covenant contains
a promise to and an indebtedness to God. This covenantal
relationship of the physician to teachers, colleagues, patients,
and God works itself out in obligations of “professional
self-regulation and discipline” and in fidelity to patients.13

Magisterial teaching on medico-moral matters had
been relatively rare until Pope Pius XII took an intense
interest in such questions. Over his long reign (1939–
1958), he frequently addressed medical audiences on
a wide range of topics. With the advice of a German
Jesuit moral theologian, Father Franz Huth, the pope
spoke learnedly on an incredible range of medical
topics. . . . The Holy Father did not simply air issues,
he spoke with an authoritative voice about the moral
rightness or wrongness of many medical innovations.5

E

US Bishops’ Involvement

qually important for Catholic bioethics, especially in
clinical practice, was the development of the Ethical and
Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services (ERDs).
They are based on the Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Hospitals, which were first published by the Catholic
Hospital Association in 1948,14 revised in 1955, and revised
and adopted by the United States Catholic Conference in
1971.15 They are now in their fifth edition.

Also in the 1950s, Gerald Kelly, SJ, wrote an important book
on medical ethics, Medico-Moral Problems. James Keenan
calls Kelly “the father of medical ethics, because of his teachings on ordinary and extraordinary means of life support.”6

The ERDs sum up the Catholic position on bioethics:
Throughout the centuries, with the aid of other sciences,
a body of moral principles has emerged that expresses
the Church’s teaching on medical and moral matters
and has proven to be pertinent and applicable to the

Louise A. Mitchell, MTS, is an adjunct professor at the University
of Mary, in Bismarck, North Dakota, and associate editor of the
Linacre Quarterly, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Notes

ever-changing circumstances of health care and its
delivery. . . . The moral teachings that we profess here
flow principally from the natural law, understood in
the light of the revelation Christ has entrusted to his
Church. From this source the Church has derived its
understanding of the nature of the human person, of
human acts, and of the goals that shape human activity.16

1. Edmund Pellegrino, “Secular Bioethics and Catholic Medical Ethics:
Moral Philosophy at the ‘Margins,’” in The Bishop and the Future of
Catholic Health Care: Challenges and Opportunities, ed. Daniel P. Maher
(Boston: Pope John XXIII Medical–Moral Research Center, 1997), 30.
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Catholic Bioethics in the University and in the Post-secular World,”
in Life and Learning XVIII, ed. Joseph W. Koterski (Bronx, NY:
University Faculty for Life, 2011), 15.
3. See Leo XIII at DS 3323 (March 17, 1897, on artificial fertilization)
and DS 3336–3338 (May 4, 1898, on accelerating labor, cesarean
section, and laparotomy for ectopic pregnancy).
4. Ibid., DS 3760–3765 (August 11, 1936).
5. Albert R. Jonsen, The Birth of Bioethics (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1998), 36. The author cites Pius XII, Discorsi ai medici (Rome:
Orrizante, 1959).
6. James F. Keenan, A History of Catholic Moral Theology in the Twentieth
Century (London: Continuum, 2010), 115.
7. Joseph Fletcher, Morals and Medicine (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1954), 16–17, quoted in David F. Kelly, The Emergence of
Roman Catholic Medical Ethics in North America (New York: Edwin
Mellen, 1979), 2 note 2.
8. Joseph Tham, The Secularization of Bioethics: A Critical History
(doctoral dissertation, Ateneo Pontifico Regina Apostolorum, 2007),
48, quoting Fletcher, Morals and Medicine, 17.
9. Paul Ramsey, The Patient as Person: Explorations in Medical Ethics,
2nd ed. (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2002), xlv–xlvi.
10. Ibid., xlvi.
11. William F. May, The Physician’s Covenant: Images of the Healer in
Medical Ethics, 2nd ed. (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox,
2000), 241. May studied under Ramsey at Princeton University and
acknowledged his influence (xii).
12. Ibid., 116–118.
13. Ibid., 141–154.
14. Catholic Hospital Association, “Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Hospitals,” Linacre Quarterly 15.3 (July 1948): 1–9.
15. See Kelly, Emergence of Roman Catholic Medical Ethics, 172–174.
16. US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ethical and Religious Directives
for Catholic Health Care Services, 5th ed. (Washington, DC: USCCB,
2009), 3, 4.
17. Ibid., 6–7.
18. Ibid., 10–11.

At the heart of Catholic tradition is charity. The Christian is
called to imitate Christ, the Divine Physician, by practicing
love for all through care for the sick.17 From this precept
emerge five normative principles put forth in the ERDs:
(1) promoting and defending human dignity, (2) caring for
the poor, (3) contributing to the common good, (4) providing responsible stewardship of health care resources, and
(5) refusing to provide or permit illicit medical procedures.18

S

Deep Roots

ecular bioethics split from theology and metaphysics in
favor of the rationalism and humanism which developed
out of Enlightenment thought, whereas Catholic bioethics
continued its own development, keeping both its theological
and its metaphysical roots. For example, based on different
views of the human being, the conclusions of secular and
Catholic bioethics frequently conflict. Catholicism views the
human being as a person from the moment of fertilization,
made in the image of God and possessing innate human
dignity. In contrast, secular bioethics usually holds that the
human being acquires personhood depending on the ability
to exercise rationality.
The deep roots of Catholic bioethics in theology and
metaphysics (especially truth, the good, and teleology)
allow it to maintain a more consistent stance on bioethical
issues—the obvious examples being abortion and contraception—while at the same time examining more deeply
and responding more thoughtfully (and quickly) to new
challenges that arise from medical and technological
advances.

4
Ethics & Medics is a publication of The National Catholic Bioethics Center. Regular annual subscription rate for twelve issues includes both the print version by mail and online access at www.ncbcenter.org/
em: U.S. A. $28; foreign $38; institutional $55. Individual copies are available at $3.00 each. To subscribe, please write to The National Catholic Bioethics Center, 6399 Drexel Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19151–2511,
e-mail orders@ncbcenter.org, or phone (215) 877–2660. Publisher: John M. Haas, STL, PhD. Editor: Edward J. Furton, MA, PhD. Contents © 2016 The National Catholic Bioethics Center. ISSN 1071–3778
(print), ISSN 1938–1638 (online). For permission to reuse material from Ethics & Medics, please access www.copyright.com or contact the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc. (CCC), 222 Rosewood Drive,
Danvers, MA 01923, phone (978) 750–8400.

Word of Life: July 2016
Intercessions for Life
July 3rd

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For Catholics throughout the world:
May our lives bear witness
to authentic freedom in Christ;
We pray to the Lord:
July 10th

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For those grieving after abortion:
May they know that God longs
to bestow His mercy on those who ask;
We pray to the Lord:
July 17th

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For those facing hard medical decisions:
May they receive the Lord’s guidance and peace
as they listen for his voice;
We pray to the Lord:
July 24th

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For those facing serious illness:
May they be comforted by God’s love through the
support of family, friends, and the local community;
We pray to the Lord:
July 31st

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For single adults who desire marriage:
May God help them grow in perfect love
and fill them with trust in His loving care;
We pray to the Lord:

View, download, and order the NEW 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - JULY 2016
Bulletin Briefs
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. The QR codes
to the right of each quote can be used in bulletins, newsletters, etc. When scanned with a smartphone,
the QR codes will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located.
Sunday, July 3, 2016
“The threats to religious freedom are more subtle (in the West); many people don’t even perceive
them ...Whereas in other parts of the world…it’s bloody, violent, overt, but in both cases it’s a
denial of the rights of conscience, it’s a denial of the fundamental freedom to relate to one’s own
God.”
— Most Reverend William E. Lori, Chairman
USCCB Ad-Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty

Sunday, July 10, 2016
“Gracious Father,
I thank you for the mercy you have shown in forgiving my sins and for the
peace that comes from being reconciled with you and with your Church.”
— “Trust in God’s Mercy”
USCCB Prayer Card (Post-Abortion Healing)*
*Call 866-582-0943 to order. Item #9913 (English)/ Item #9914 (Spanish)

Sunday, July 17, 2016
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things.
There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part...”
— Luke 10:41-42, www.goo.gl/rXtvrn
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.

Sunday, July 24, 2016
“Through [the] loving care [of my family and friends], they affirm what I
also know—that my life is, always has been, and always will be, worth
living.’”
— “Maggie’s Story: Living like Dad,” www.goo.gl/JKnvWc
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

Sunday, July 31, 2016
“As with every vocation, marriage must be understood within the primary
vocation to love, because humanity ‘is created in the image and likeness of
God who is himself love’” (CCC, no. 1604).
— “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan”
A Pastoral Letter of the USCCB
www.goo.gl/Fik6F2
View, download, and order the NEW 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - JULY 2016
Bulletin Art
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. Other images
are available at www.goo.gl/cs6nXJ. Please do not alter any images in any way, other than the size.
Thank you!

Sunday, July 24, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/vdRxhH)

Sunday, July 31, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/bgxRRJ)

View, download, and order the NEW 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

Word of Life: August 2016
Intercessions for Life
August 7th
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
For those who know someone
facing an unplanned pregnancy:
May they provide loving, life-affirming
support for both mother and child;
We pray to the Lord:
August 14th

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For all who are persecuted for
their respect for human life:
May the Lord strengthen their faith
and assure them of his closeness;
We pray to the Lord:
August 21st

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

For our country:
May the Lord, the giver of life,
grant that respect for each person
shapes our law and way of life;
We pray to the Lord:
August 28th

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the most vulnerable among us:
May they be respected and loved
according to their God-given dignity;
We pray to the Lord:

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - AUGUST 2016

Bulletin Briefs
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. The QR codes
to the right of each quote can be used in bulletins, newsletters, etc. When scanned with a smartphone,
the QR codes will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located.

Sunday, August 7, 2016
“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. As
someone who has been there, I encourage you to support your friend in
her new journey of being a mother. … Your support might be the only
support she receives.”
— “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/e60H2Z)

Sunday, August 14, 2016
“The Church always advances between the cross and the
resurrection, between persecutions and the consolations of the Lord.
This is the path: those who take this path do not go wrong.”
— Pope Francis, Homily on the Feast of St. George, April 23, 2013
(www.goo.gl/589WzK)

Sunday, August 21, 2016
“A political society endures when it seeks, as a vocation, to satisfy
common needs by stimulating the growth of all its members,
especially those in situations of greater vulnerability or risk.”
— Pope Francis, Address to the Joint Session of the U.S. Congress,
September 24, 2015 (www.goo.gl/9HGt2d)

Sunday, August 28, 2016
“‘Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame,
the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay
you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’”
— Luke 14:12-14 (NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.)
(www.goo.gl/KjNBMo)

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - AUGUST 2016

Bulletin Art
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. However,
please do not alter the images in any way, other than the size. Thank you!

Sunday, August 7, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/m4DBea / Companion article: www.goo.gl/e60H2Z)

Sunday, August 28, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/RdvvCO / Companion article: www.goo.gl/ARzBL6)

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

Confirmation Schedule Fall 2016
PARISH(ES)

DAY

DATE

TIME

Woodruff – Holy Family

Sunday

September 25

10:00 a.m.

Glenwood City – St. John the Baptist w/
Clear Lake – St. John

Sunday

October 9

8:30 a.m.

Rice Lake – St. Joseph w/
Dobie – Our Lady of Lourdes
Birchwood – St. John the Evangelist
Haugen – Holy Trinity

Sunday

October 9

3:00 p.m.

Rhinelander – Nativity of Our Lord

Saturday

October 15

4:30 p.m.

Sheldon – St. John w/
Lublin – St. Stanislaus
Gilman – Ss. Peter and Paul

Sunday

October 16

10:30 a.m.

Cameron – St. Peter w/
Barron – St. Joseph

Saturday

October 22

6:00 p.m.

Amery – St. Joseph

Sunday

October 30

10:30 a.m.

Spooner – St. Francis de Sales w/
Shell Lake – St. Joseph
Sarona – St. Catherine

Sunday

October 30

2:00 p.m.

Tomahawk – St. Mary w/
Harrison – St. Augustine
Merrill – St. Francis Xavier
Bloomville – St. John the Baptist

Sunday

November 6

11:00 a.m.

Sugar Camp – St. Kunegunda w/
Three Lakes – St. Theresa
Eagle River – St. Peter the Fisherman
Land O’Lakes – St. Albert
Phelps – St. Mary

Sunday

November 6

3:00 p.m.

New Richmond – Immac. Conception w/
Erin – St. Patrick

Sunday

November 13

9:00 a.m.

Updated: 5/25/16

Calendar of Events

Diocese of Superior
July 2016

TuesdayMonday

06/21/1607/04/16

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM

Monday

07/04/16

OBSERVANCE OF INDEPENDENCE DAY

Theme: Witnesses to Freedom
Chancery Closed

SundayFriday

07/10/1607/15/16

TOTUS TUUS

SaturdayFriday

07/17/1607/22/16

TOTUS TUUS

SundaySaturday

07/24/1607/30/16

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING AWARENESS WEEK

Saturday

07/23/16
11:00am

DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

07/25/16

25th ANNUAL CLERGY GOLF AND NON-GOLF OUTING

Monday

Location: Ladysmith and River Falls
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 716-234-5044
Location: St. Joseph, Amery
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 716-234-5044
Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 716-394-0240
Jubilee Mass with +Bishop James Powers
Luncheon following Mass
Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 716-394-0240
Sponsored by: Catholic United Financial
Location: Turtleback Golf Course, Rice Lake

SundayFriday

07/24/16
07/29/16

TOTUS TUUS

Monday
Sunday

07/25/1607/31/16

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016

Location: Glenwood City and Tomahawk
Contact Chris Hurtubise:churtubise@catholicdos.org; 716-234-5044
Location: Krakow, Poland
Theme: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy…

Happy Independence Day!
6-17-16

Calendar of Events

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
August 2016

SaturdayFriday

7/31/168/5/16

TOTUS TUUS

Tuesday

8/9/16
10:30am

ST. PIUS PRIEST FUND MEETING

Saturday
Friday

8/07/168/12/16

TOTUS TUUS

ThursdayFriday

8/11/168/12/16

NEW PRINCIPAL ORIENTATION

Friday
Saturday

8/12/168/13/16

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP WEEKEND

Monday

08/15/16

SOLEMNITY of the ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Location: St. Francis, Spooner & St. Francis Xavier, Merrill
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044
Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake
Contact Rev. Andrew Ricci: paparicci@gmail.com; 715-392-8511
Locations: Holy Rosary, Medford & St. Patrick, Hudson
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044
Location: Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044
Topic: Discipline of Theological Reflection
Location: St. Anthony Parish Hall, Tony
Contact Christine Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204

*This is not a holy day of obligation this year

Tuesday

08/16/16
PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING
11:00a-2:00p Location: St. Joseph, Hayward
Contact Fr. Gerald Harris: pastor@stbparish.com; 715-425-1870 or
Fr. James Tobolski: jtobolski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0207

ThursdayFriday

8/18/168/19/16

SCHOOL SMDP SEMINAR

Tuesday

08/23/16

NEW TEACHER GATHERING

Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake and St. Mary, New Richmond
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044
Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Thursday

08/24/16

NEW PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER ORIENTATION
Location: Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Tuesday

08/30/16

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP DAY
Location: St. Therese of Lisieux, Phillips
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Wednesday

08/31/16

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP DAY
Location: St. Joseph, Amery
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044
June 16, 2016

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
July 2016
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-8

F-9

F-9

F-10

F-10

F-11

F-11

F-11

F-13

F-13

DIOCESAN OFFICES AND AGENCIES
CATHOLIC BOY AND GIRL SCOUT CHAPLAIN
Deacon Lawrence Hennemann
Cell: 651-308-4031
cath.boyandgirlscoutchaplain@gmail.com
PARISHES/ALMENA
stanthony@actinfaith.net
www.actinfaith.net
PARISHES/BARRON
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
Cluster DRE:
PARISHES/BOULDER JUNCTION
Pastoral Assoc./DRE:

Russell E. Cabak
Patty Gerber

Sr. Constance Walton, FSPA

Change
Add
Change
Add

Add
Add

Delete

PARISHES/CAMERON
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
Cluster DRE:

Russell E. Cabak
Patty Gerber

Add
Change

PARISHES/CHETEK
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
CRE:
Cluster DRE:

Russell E. Cabak
Dawn Langman
Patty Gerber

Add
Delete
Add

PARISHES/CLEAR LAKE
www.jbjsaints.com;
CRE: Julie Novak

Cluster phone & fax: 715-265-7133
715-977-2031

Add
Change

PARISHES /CUMBERLAND
stanthony@actinfaith.net
www.actinfaith.net

Change
Add

PARISHES/FREDERIC
Parochial Admin.:
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:

Open
Stanley J. Marczak

Delete
Add

PARISHES/GRANTSBURG
Parochial Admin.:
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:

Open
Stanley J. Marczak

Delete
Add

The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-13

F-18

F-19

F-19

F-20

F-22

F-23

F-25

F-27

F-28

F-30

F-30

PARISHES/GLENWOOD CITY
www.jbjsaints.com
PARISHES/PRESQUE ISLE
Church:
Pastoral Assoc./DRE:

Change

11568 Lake Street, Presque Isle, 54557
Sr. Constance Walton, FSPA

PARISHES/RIB LAKE
www.goodshepherdriblake.org

Add
Delete

Change

PARISHES/SAYNER
Pastoral Assoc./DRE:

Sr. Constance Walton, FSPA

Delete

PARISHES/STRICKLAND
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
Sacramental Minister:
Cluster DRE:

Russell E. Cabak
Rev. James P. Bartelme
Patty Gerber

Add
Delete
Change

Steven G. Linton

Change
Add
Add

Rev. John Long

Change
Change

PARISHES /TURTLE LAKE
stanthony@actinfaith.net
www.actinfaith.net
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
PARISHES /WILSON
www.jbjsaints.com
Pastor:

PRIESTS
Bartelme, Rev. James P. ’82
715-298-1253
Retired:
3627 North 6th Street #205, Wausau, 54403

Change
Change

PRIESTS
Murphy, Rev. Eugene A.

715-268-7717

Change

PRIESTS
Murphy, Rev. William J.

715-812-1007

Change

715-268-2537

Change
Change

DEACONS
Amell, Lawrence E.
635 140th Street, Amery, 54001

DEACONS
Cabak, Russell E. (Bobbi Jo) ’09; 715-924-3514; deaconrussc@gmail.com
827 E. LaSalle Ave, Barron, 54812

Change
Change
2|Page

The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-30

F-30

F-31

F-31

F-31

F-34

F-34

DEACONS
Cameron, Howard C.
620 Grandview Drive, Hudson

Change

DEACONS
Deacon Michael Cullen
Retired
W377 Wildwood Avenue, Ogema, WI 54459

Change
Change

DEACONS
Hennemann, Lawrence P.
Chaplain:

DEACONS
Linton, Steven

cell: 651-308-4031
Boy and Girl Scouts
cath.boyandgirlscoutchaplain@gmail.com

Add
Add
Add

715-822-7008

Change

DEACONS
Marczak, Stanley
Parish Life Coordinator/ Serves:

St. Dominic, Frederic;
Immaculate Conception, Grantsburg

Add

PARISH LIFE COORDINATORS
Deacon Russell E. Cabak
715-924-3514; deaconrussc@gmail.com
827 E. LaSalle Ave, Barron, 54812
Serves: St. Joseph, Barron; St. Boniface, Chetek; St. Peter, Cameron;
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Strickland

Add
Add
Add
Add

PARISH LIFE COORDINATORS
Deacon Stanley J. Marczak 715-327-8119
St. Dominic, Frederic, PO Box 606, Frederic, 54837
Serves: Immaculate Conception, Grantsburg

Add
Add
Add

3|Page

J ULY 2016
D IOCESE

Sun

OF

S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS

Mon

Pr

f

Tue

Jus i

OF

P RAYER

Wed

n

FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS

Thu

&

LAY

Fri
1
Rev. William
Cary

F ed

L EADERS

Sat
2
Rev. Daniel
Dahlberg

3
Rev. John
Drummy

4
Rev. Leonard
Fraher

5
Rev. William
Green

6
Rev. Virgil
Heinen

7
8
Monsignor Philip Rev. James
Heslin
Hoffman

9
Rev. James
Horath

10
Rev. Eugene
Hornung

11
Rev. Joseph
Kelchak

12
Rev. Joseph
Kleinheinz

13
Rev. Robert
Koszarek

14
Rev. Ron Levra

15
Rev. David
Lusson

16
Rev. Dennis
Muelemans

17
Monsignor Ed
Muelemans

18
Rev. Dennis
Mullen

19
Rev. William
Murphy

20
Rev. David
Oberts

21
Rev. Francis
Pakosta

22
Rev. Joseph
Trinka

23
Rev. Madanu
Sleeva Raju

24
Rev. Shanthi
Mandapati

25
Rev. Simon
Reddy Boyapati

26
Rev. Madanu
Bala Showry

27
28
Rev. Inna Reddy Rev. Bala
Pothireddy
Jojappa Pasala

29
30
Rev. Louis Red- Rev. Balaraju
dy Maram Reddy Policetty

31
Rev. Bala Reddy
Allam

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.

A UGUST 2016
D IOCESE

Sun

OF

S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS

Mon

Tue

1
Rev. Otto
Bucher, OFM
Capuchin

2
Rev. Leon
Flaherty, CPPS

OF

P RAYER

FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS

Wed
3
Rev. Frank
Kordek, OFM

Thu
4
Rev. Randall
Knauf, OFM
Capuchin

&

LAY

Fri
5
Rev. Ronald
Olson, OFM
Conventual

L EADERS

Sat
6
Rev. Paul Paré,
OFM

7
All Deacons in
the Diocese

8
9
10
All Religious in All Seminarians + All Deceased
the Diocese
in the Diocese
Clergy in the
Diocese*

11
12
Bishop James P. Rev. Barg
Powers
Anderson

13
Rev. Edwin
Anderson

14
Rev. John
Anderson

15
Rev. Michael
Crisp

16
Rev. Aaron
Devett

17
Very Rev. John
Gerritts

18
Very Rev.
Kevin Gordon

19
Rev. Gerald
Hagen

20
Rev. J. Patrick
Hardy

21
Rev. Gerald
Harris

22
Rev. Michael
Hayden

23
Rev. Gregory
Hopefl

24
Very Rev.
Philip Juza

25
Rev. Donald
Kania

26
Very Rev.
Christopher
Kemp

27
Rev. James
Kinney

28
Rev. Adam
Laski

29
30
Rev. John Long Rev. Patrick
McConnell

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

31
Rev. Eugene
Murphy

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.
*Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord, & let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen
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Issue 4

Impact this
month

Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Who or what do you
love with all your heart?
Your answer to this question says it all.

OPEN YOUR HEART
Take a few moments each day, or
longer if you are able, to open
your heart to God’s love. Recall
moments when you have felt
God’s presence or, remember
that God always waits for you!

THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE
What is most important? How do
your daily activities, decisions,
and focus show your love for
God? In what ways does your faith
direct and influence your life?

Have you ever had someone ask, “Whatʼs in your heart?” Or say,
“This is at the heart of our discussion”? When we speak of the
heart, we get to what is most important, at the center, the crux of
the matter. When asked how he decides which story to choose to
produce, John Lassiter (creative director of Pixar and Disney
Animation Studios) said, “Where is the heart going to come from?” It is
the heart of the story, the strong emotional bond, that matters. What is
at the heart of our lives has the greatest impact. When we know
where our heart is, we prioritize and put things in proper
perspective. In doing so, we begin to see how all of the many
aspects of our lives fit together.
Is God at the heart of your life? Some could clearly say yes ̶ and their
decisions and actions reflect the heart of God. Yet, many will say that

GROW IN FAITH AND
TRUST
Allow Jesus to touch your heart
with peace, healing, mercy and
love. Trust that God is with you in
all things. Share the blessing of
this loving, trusting relationship
with family, friends, co-workers
and fellow parishioners.

their heart is not quite there yet. As we listen to the readings and
hear the stories of the early disciples, it is clear that they gave Jesus
a place in their lives. We may forget, however, that before the
disciples were sent out two by two, before they asked Jesus to teach
them to pray, before they walked from town to town with him, there
was an encounter. As they came to know Jesus, he touched their hearts;
they experienced peace, healing, mercy and love in ways they had
never known before. This encounter is the beginning point for us as
well. It must be.
How do we come to know Jesus? The answer may be a bit
different for each of us. No matter the circumstances, however, the
starting point is an open heart. When we open our hearts to an encounter
with Christ, we can be certain that God is there, waiting, ready to touch our
hearts with love beyond our imagining or comprehension. An open heart leads to a
heart filled with love. And that makes all the difference!
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Martha, Martha

died. Jesus waits to come to the grieving family. Martha

Mary chose the better part. Where does that

been listening all along. She has a trusting relationship

is the first to question his absence, and to declare her
belief that he is the Messiah. It seems that Martha has
with and faith in Jesus. Perhaps she, like Jesusʼ mother

leave Martha?

Mary, has been pondering many things in her heart.
”Martha, Martha, you are

Maybe we overreact to Jesusʼ words to Martha, and

anxious and worried about

therefore miss something important for us as well. In

many things…” Jesusʼ words

chiding Martha about her anxious pace, Jesus drew her

may sting for those of us who

back to her trusting relationship with him.

relate to Martha. Mary, it
seems, ignores Marthaʼs
bustle, focusing instead on
Jesusʼ and his teaching. We
rankle at Jesusʼ response to
Martha. After all, she was
taking care of Jesus and those
in his company, wasnʼt she? This exchange between
Jesus and Martha is not the only one between them,
however. Martha is featured in another key Gospel
narrative, the one in which her brother, Lazarus, has

As we go about our daily lives, it will be good for us to
remember Martha and Mary. Let us consider our
relationship with the Lord in the midst of our daily
living. and allow Christʼs love, forgiveness, and mercy
to permeate our hearts, and to shine through us. At
times, we must be like Mary and “choose the better
part,” and at other times, we will be Martha, busy with
many things. We can let go of the worry and
anxiousness that burdened Martha and sometimes
burdens us, and learn to trust in God even in, especially
in, our busy, bustling, lives!

Who is your neighbor?
You shall love the
Lord your God with
all your heart, and
with all your soul,
and with all your
strength, and with
all your mind, and
your neighbor as
yourself.
- Lk 10:25-27

www.CATHOLICLIFEANDFAITH.NET

When Jesus responded to the scholar who wished to trick him, he
teaches us all what it means to see our neighbor through the heart
of God. He exposes the hypocrisy of the religious leaders whose
concern for the letter of the law overrode their
concern for the injured man, and the compassion
at the heart of the law. In placing the Samaritan
as the one who was neighbor to the victim, Jesus
challenges the social prejudices of the time.
Samaritans and Jews held each other in
contempt, yet this Samaritan not only cared for
the victim, he reflected God’s love through his
lavish expression of compassion and mercy. The
one who was hated became the one revered and
respected.
Who is your neighbor? Are there individuals or people of a particular
ethnic or social group that you avoid or hold in contempt? How are
you called to the love and service that is at the heart of Christ’s
message? Who waits for your compassion, acceptance, selfless
sharing, or attention?
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Weekly Bulletin Announcements for Central WI Retrouvaille
Marriage Help Program: August 12-14, 2016
Dear Parish Bulletin Editor – please cut and paste and post one of the following weekly
bulletins announcements beginning with weekend masses June 25 & 26 through August 6 & 7,
2016. Registrations needed by August 11, 2016. Late registrations may be accepted if space
is available. By posting this series of weekly messages, your church serves as a lifeline to
hurting marriages. Thank you!
1. Marriage Help – Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i ) has helped tens of
thousands of couples at all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. This
program can help you too. For confidential information about or to register for the
program beginning with a Weekend on August 12-14, 2016, call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673)
or email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org or visit the web site at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. The Weekend is held at the St. Anthony Spirituality Center
in Marathon
2. You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each
other? Do you argue, or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about
it only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i ) helps couples
through difficult times in their marriages. This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of
couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential information about or
to register for the upcoming program beginning with a Weekend on August 12-14, 2016
call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673), email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org or visit the web site at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com The Weekend is held at the St. Anthony Spirituality Center
in Marathon
3. Retrouvaille “Marriage 911” Weekends - Retrouvaille is program designed to give you
the tools you need to keep a marriage together. The program consists of a Weekend
and six follow-up sessions. It is all about communication between spouses and you are
not asked to share information with anyone but each other. Retrouvaille (Retro-vi with
a long i ) is an opportunity to rediscover each other and to reopen communication with
a positive new perspective. The next Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille “Marriage 911”
Weekend is coming up August 12-14, 2016 at the St. Anthony Spirituality Center in
Marathon. For confidential information call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) Fully Confidential
For other dates and locations, see website: www.HelpOurMarriage.com
4. Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille (retro-vi with a long i) simply means
'rediscovery'. The program offers the chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a
loving relationship in your marriage. 10's of 1000's headed for divorce have successfully
saved their marriages by attending. Retrouvaille is a not spiritual retreat, not a
sensitivity group, not a seminar, not a social gathering. For confidential information
about or to register for the program beginning with a Weekend on August 12-14, 2016
call 877-922-HOPE (4673) or email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org or visit the web site at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com The Weekend is held at the St. Anthony Spirituality Center
in Marathon.
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Diocese of Superior

Instructions for New Background Check Forms
The forms for obtaining a background check through the Diocese of Superior have changed. The three-page Code of
Conduct form that has been used up to this point is being replaced with three separate forms:
 A one-page Code of Conduct dated May 2016
 A one-page Authorization to Obtain a Background Screening Report dated May 2016
 A one-page Disclosure Regarding Consumer Reports dated May 2016

Code of Conduct
While just one-page, the new Code of Conduct is actually much more informative and more helpful than the three page
form. It provides very specific information regarding behaviors that are expected and behaviors that are not acceptable.

Authorization to Obtain a Background Screening Report
The Diocese of Superior found it necessary to change background check vendors in October 2015. The new company is
called Trak-1. They have been providing excellent service with clear, concise reports. They offer many services and this
new one-page form contains all the information needed by Trak-1 to allow us to access these services as situations
require. Additionally, this form is a request for a background screening only. It does not mention working with minors
and as such, will be easier for parishes to use in those situations where the employment or volunteer role does not
involve children.

Disclosure Regarding Consumer Reports
This is a totally new document. It is not part of the Charter, but it is mandated by the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act
(FCRA). Each time an individual is background screened, he/she MUST be given a hard copy of this form. The federal
government requires this of all entities running background checks.

How to Request a Background Check
Provide the following documents to each individual needing an initial or renewed background check:
 Code of Conduct dated May 2016
Two copies of this one-page document are to be provided to the individual. One is to be signed and kept on file
at the parish. The other is for the individual to keep for future reference.
 Authorization to Obtain a Background Screening Report
Individual completes and signs this form (all information is required). Completed, signed form is transmitted to
the Diocesan Safe Environment Office for processing.
 Disclosure Regarding Consumer Reports
This informational document is to be kept by the individual for future reference.
To save paper . . .
It is totally acceptable to have the Disclosure Regarding Consumer Reports and one copy of the Code of Conduct
printed back-to-back as the individual needs to take both of these items with him/her.

When to Start Using the New Forms
Parishes may start using them upon receipt – and are strongly urged to discard blank copies of the old form right away.

The new forms MUST be used for all background check requests received at the Diocese on July 1, 2016 or
later. Any requests received on the old forms on July 1 or later will not be accepted.
Questions
Please contact the Safe Environment Office – Kathy Drinkwine, 715 394 0216, kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org or Tricia
Jacobson, 715 394 0225, pjacobson@catholicdos.org.
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Diocese of Superior

Code of Conduct for Working with Minors
All clergy, all candidates for ordination, and all adults who work with minors (anyone under the age of 18) through the Diocese of
Superior or any of its parishes or schools have the legal, moral, and religious responsibility to perform their duties in a way that
educates and assists – and does not harm – the minors with whom they work. In keeping with that obligation, the Diocese of
Superior establishes the following Code of Conduct for all who minister to minors within the Diocese of Superior.
As a member of the clergy serving the Diocese of Superior, a candidate for ordination, a diocesan or parish employee or
volunteer who works with minors in or through the Diocese of Superior, I solemnly pledge that:
I will
 Support and exemplify in conduct both Catholic doctrine and morality.
 Perform my work in a manner consistent with the mission of the Catholic Church and the Diocese of Superior.
 To the best of my ability create and maintain a safe environment for all minors.
 Always remember that I am not a peer of the minors with whom I work and I will perform my duties accordingly.
 Treat everyone with respect, loyalty, patience, integrity, courtesy, dignity, and consideration.
 Avoid situations where I am alone with minors at Church activities.
 Use positive reinforcement rather than criticism when working with minors.
 Dress appropriately and not wear any clothing considered immodest or with offensive messages or pictures.
 Maintain appropriate physical and emotional boundaries with minors.
 Report suspected abuse to the appropriate civil authorities.
 Cooperate fully in any investigation of abuse of minors.
I will not
 Endorse, teach, advocate, encourage or counsel any beliefs or practices contrary to the teachings of the Catholic Church.
 Smoke, use tobacco products or use electronic smoking devices in the presence of minors.
 Use, possess, or be under the influence of alcohol while working with minors.
 Use or possess illegal drugs or misuse prescription drugs at any time.
 Knowingly pose any health risk to minors (i.e. fevers or other contagious situations).
 Engage in dangerous risk-taking behaviors in the presence of minors nor encourage these behaviors in minors.
 Create, acquire, possess, or distribute pornographic images of minors.
 Distribute or exhibit sexually-explicit or pornographic images of any kind to minors.
 Strike, spank, shake, or slap minors.
 Humiliate, ridicule, threaten, or degrade minors.
 Touch a minor in a sexual or other inappropriate manner.
 Use any discipline that frightens or humiliates minors.
 Give or accept expensive gifts from a minor or their parents without prior written approval from the pastor.
 Use profanity or sexually suggestive language at any time while in the presence of minors
 Commit an illegal or immoral act.
I understand that any action inconsistent with this Code of Conduct or failure to take action mandated by this Code of Conduct
may result in removal from my work assignment or volunteer position. My signature below indicates that I have read and
agree to adhere to the Code of Conduct above.

____________________________________
Printed Name

____________________________________
Catechetical Leader/Supervisor Printed Name

____________________________________
Signature

____________________________________
Catechetical Leader/Supervisor Signature

_______________________
Date

_______________________
Date

May 2016

Diocese of Superior

Authorization to Obtain a Background Screening Report
Last
Name: _____________________________

First
Middle
Name: _____________________________ Name: _____________________________

Other/Former Names: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Physical Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________ City: ______________________ State: ___________ Zip: ____________
Email Address: _____________________________________________ *Gender: Male

Female

*Race: __________________

Social Security Number: _______________________________________ Date of Birth: ____________________________________
Driver’s License Number: _____________________________________

Issuing State: _____________ Expiration Date: _________

*This information will be used for background screening purposes only.

PREVIOUS ADDRESS: Please list all other addresses within the past seven (7) years on
the back of this form. List the most recent first. Include the county for each address.

[ ] I have lived at the above address
for seven or more years

Please check the primary church ministry for which you are being background checked:
[
[
[
[

]
]
]
]

Clergy
Catechetical Leader
Catechist
Rel Ed/parish Volunteer Specify: ________________________

[
[
[
[

]
]
]
]

Catholic school teacher
Catholic school employee
Catholic school volunteer
Other Specify: ________________________________

Are you paid for your work in this position?

Yes

No

YOUR SIGNATURE BELOW INDICATES THE FOLLOWING:
1. You authorize, without reservation, Trak-1 or any third party to obtain and/or furnish to the Diocese of Superior any records or information
referenced in the provided disclosure statement for employee and/or volunteer purposes;
2. You authorize ongoing procurement of any records or information, reports and records at any time during your relationship with the Diocese
of Superior to the extent allowed by law.
3. You authorize the use of a fax or photocopy of this authorization as having the same authority as the original;
4. You authorize and request, without reservation, any present or former employer, school, police department, financial institution, division of
motor vehicles, consumer reporting agency, or other entity, person or agency having knowledge about you to furnish the Diocese of Superior
and/or Trak-1 with any and all background information in their possession regarding you for these stated employment purposes;
5. You understand and agree that in connection with your volunteer application your consumer report information, whether investigative or
otherwise, may be shared with and/or reviewed by all applicable parties involved in the hiring process;
6. You have read and fully understand the foregoing disclosure and this authorization.
7. You certify that all the information you have provided on this form is true, complete, correct and accurate; and
8. You certify you have received, reviewed and understand the “Summary of Your Rights under the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. §1681 et
seq.)” which is published by the Federal Trade Commission to help you know your rights.

Signature: _________________________________________________________

Date: _______________________________

[ ] Check here if you are a Minnesota resident and you would like to receive a copy of your background check report. For Minnesota
applicants, the consumer reporting agency shall furnish a copy of your report within 24 hours of providing it to the Diocese of Superior.

Name of Parish Requesting Background Check: _____________________________________________________________________
Parish City: _______________________________________ Contact Person: ____________________________________________
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Diocese of Superior

Disclosure Regarding Consumer Reports
THE DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR WILL OBTAIN A BACKGROUND CHECK
You acknowledge and understand that in connection with your employment and/or volunteer application with the
Diocese of Superior and its affiliated parishes (including any independent contract for services), a “consumer report”
and/or investigative consumer report on you will be obtained from Trak-1, a consumer reporting agency, or from any
third party, in strict compliance with both state and federal law. You additionally understand that the results of
background checks conducted by the Diocese of Superior may result in modification or termination of your employment
or volunteer status.
CONSUMER REPORT DEFINED
A consumer report is any communication of information by a consumer reporting agency bearing on your credit
worthiness, credit standing, credit capacity, character, general reputation, personal characteristics, or mode of living
which is used or expected to be used for purposes of serving as a factor in establishing your current and/or continuing
eligibility for employment and/or volunteering with minors. A common term for a consumer report is a “background
check report.”
INVESTIGATIVE CONSUMER REPORT DEFINED
An investigative consumer report is obtained through personal interviews with individuals who may have knowledge of
your character, general reputation, personal characteristics, or mode of living. An investigative consumer report might
include, calls to the personal references you provide or conversations with former supervisors or colleagues where you
worked. You additionally understand that the results of background checks conducted by the Diocese of Superior may
make it necessary to modify or terminate any employment or volunteer position.
REPORTS MAY CONTAIN
The consumer reports or investigative consumer reports may contain public record information which may be requested
or made on you including, but not limited to: criminal records, driving history records, education records, previous
employment history, social security traces, professional licensure records, government records, and others.
You further understand that these reports may include experience information along with reasons for termination of
past employment. You also acknowledge and understand that information from various federal, state, local and other
agencies which contain information about your past activities will be requested, and that a consumer report containing
injury and illness, drug testing, or other medical records and medical information may be obtained only after a tentative
offer of employment has been made.
YOUR RIGHTS AS A CONSUMER
You are hereby notified that you have the right to make a timely request for a copy of the scope and nature of the above
investigative background report and/or a complete copy of your consumer report contained in Trak-1 files on you at the
time of your request by providing proper identification.
You are further notified that, prior to being denied a volunteer position based in whole or in part on information
obtained in the consumer report, you will be provided a copy of the report, the name, address and telephone number of
the consumer reporting agency and a description in writing of your rights under the Fair Credit Reporting Act.
Correspondence to Trak-1 should be forwarded to:
Trak-1 Consumer Relations, 7131 Riverside Parkway, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74136
800 600 8999 CustomerCare@trak-1.com
NOTE:
For the Diocese of Superior, the term “consumer report” refers to the background check required of clergy and all adults
(age 18 and older) who will be working, volunteering, or otherwise interacting with minors on behalf of the Diocese of
Superior and the Catholic parishes within its geographic boundaries. The Diocese of Superior has no need of nor does it
conduct what is generally referred to as “credit reports”.

Where are you going?
What are you looking for?

Do you need a “Reboot”?
...with

Chris Stefanick,

nationally-known
Catholic youth speaker.
Learn more about Chris
and how he inspires
youth & adults at

At Spooner

High School on September 28, 2016

7-9:30 pm; for youth (12 and up) and adults; $19 tickets

reallifecatholic.com. We invite area parishes, youth and families to this fun, in-

spiring and practical experience for all...applying the

Purchase tickets at:
Reallifecatholic.com/
reboot-live-participants
Local Contact:
Loree Nauertz
(715) 635-4676
loree.nauertz@gmail.com

beauty and genius of the Gospel to every aspect
of your life, from prayer and spirituality, to work, dating, marriage, parenting, health and more!

It’s time to start living the life
you were made for!

St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church
409 N. Summit Street
Spooner, WI 54801

God didn’t create us to just get by, He created us to LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL!

