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TOTUS TUUS SCHEDULE
JUNE-AUGUST 2016
June
12-17 Totus Tuus @ Superior
19-24 Totus Tuus @ Hayward & Rhinelander
26-1 Totus Tuus @ Park Falls
July
11-15 Totus Tuus @ Ladysmith & River Falls
17-22 Totus Tuus @ Amery
24-29 Totus Tuus @ Glenwood City & Tomahawk
August
31-5 Totus Tuus @ Spooner & Merrill
7-12 Totus Tuus @ Hudson & Medford
Contact Chris Hurtubise: 715-234-5044;
churtubise@catholicdos.org
66TH ANNUAL SUPERIOR DIOCESAN COUNCIL
OF CATHOLIC WOMEN CONVENTION
JUNE 13-14, 2016
A Board Meeting and Evening Banquet will
begin the Convention on Monday, June 13, and
Tuesday June 14, will be the Convention day
with Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Hayward. The
keynote speaker is Fr. Joe Rodrigues, SDS.
The SDCCW Board voted to incur the cost of
sending two women from the Diocese of Superior
to attend the NCCW Convention in Indianapolis,
from Sept. 7–10, 2016. If the presidents of the
parish’s CCW groups know of a woman interested
in attending, she can bring her name to the
SDCCW Board Meeting scheduled for June 13 at
St. Joseph’s, Hayward or submit the interested
person’s name, address, phone number and parish
name to Sharon Thomas at 715-748-5824,
sthomas1@tds.net or President Gayle Johnson at
715-266-5681; johnsgf44@yahoo.com, by June 10.

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM:
WITNESSES TO FREEDOM
JUNE 21- JULY 4, 2016
The Fortnight for Freedom: Witnesses to
Freedom will take place from June 21 to July 4,
2016. This year the lives of more than 14
women and men of faith, from all over the world
will be featured, who bear witness to authentic
freedom in Christ. Little Sisters of the Poor, Sts.
John Fisher and Thomas More, Coptic Martyrs,
St. John the Baptist, Ven. Henriette Delille, Bl.
Oscar Romero, Martyrs of Compiègne, Fr. John
Bapst, SJ, Sts. Peter and Paul, Sts. Felicity and
Perpetua, BL Miguel Pro, St. Maximillian Kolbe,
St. Edith Stein, St. Kateri Tekakwitha.
SEE ENCLOSURE.
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religiousliberty/fortnight-for-freedom/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religiousliberty/upload/Our_First_Most_Cherished_Liberty.pdf

CHANGES TO THE WI PASTORAL HANDBOOK
Because of the many changes in parishes,
assistance is needed to update the Diocese of
Superior section of the WI Pastoral Handbook.
Please use the enclosed form through September
15, 2016, for all changes in staff, phone numbers,
email addresses, website addresses, etc …. These
changes are sent to Milwaukee for the 2017 WI
Pastoral Handbook (Diocese of Superior
section). Contact Debra Lieberg: 715-392-0240;
dlieberg@catholicdos.org
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CODE OF CONDUCT AND BACKGROUND CHECK
FORMS CHANGING
Some necessary changes to the Diocesan Code of
Conduct and the background check request
documents have been made. The current threepage Code of Conduct is being replaced with
three one-page documents: a new Code of
Conduct, an Authorization to Obtain a
Background Screening Report, and a Disclosure
Regarding Consumer Reports. Hard copies of
this information were mailed to all active priests,
parish directors, and parish life coordinators on
May 26, 2016. Electronic copies were emailed
to all catechetical leaders.
The new forms may be used upon receipt. The
new forms MUST be used for all background
check requests received July 1, 2016 or later.
Any requests received on the old forms will not
be accepted at that time.
These changes will be reflected in new pages for
the Charter Safe Environment Binder which will
be distributed to you in August along with any
other updates. The forms on the diocesan
website will be changed at the beginning of June
2016. Contact Kathy Drinkwine:
kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org or 715-394-0216.
WEDDING JUBILEE CELEBRATION
JULY 23, 2016
The Diocesan Wedding Jubilee Celebration
will be held Saturday, July 23, 2016 at Cathedral
of Christ the King, Superior. The 11:00 a.m.
Mass with Bishop Powers will be followed by a
catered luncheon. The milestone years include:
10, 25, 40, 50, 60, 65, and over 65
Sign-up sheets, bulletin announcements, and
posters were mailed to your Parish Office.
Contact Debra Lieberg: 715-394-0240;
dlieberg@catholicdos.org.
25TH ANNUAL GOLF AND NON-GOLF OUTING
JULY 25, 2016
Catholic United Financial is sponsoring the
annual clergy golf outing on Monday, July 25,
2016 at Turtleback Golf Course, Rice Lake.
Invitations will be sent in a direct mailing from
Catholic United Financial sometime in June.

NATIONAL NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING
AWARENESS WEEK
JULY 24 - JULY 30, 2016
THEME: Love, Mercy, Life | Natural Family
Planning, Opening the Heart of Marriage;
"Celebrate and reverence
God's vision of human sexuality."
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is the general
title for the scientific, natural and moral methods
of family planning that can help married couples
either achieve or postpone pregnancies.
NFP methods are based on the observation of the
naturally occurring signs and symptoms of the
fertile and infertile phases of a woman's
menstrual cycle. No drugs, devices, or surgical
procedures are used to avoid pregnancy. Since
the methods of NFP respect the love-giving
(unitive) and life-giving (procreative) nature of
the conjugal act, they support God's design for
married love. Contact Debra Lieberg: 715-3920240; dlieberg@catholicdos.org. See websites:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriageand-family/natural-family-planning/awarenessweek/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriageand-family/natural-family-planning/web-links.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriageand-family/natural-family-planning/resources/nfpbulletin-inserts.cfm

WORLD YOUTH DAY
JULY 25-31, 2016
POPE’S MESSAGE TO YOUNG PEOPLE TO
PREPARE FOR WORLD YOUTH DAY IN KRAKOW
The theme of the XXXI World Youth Day
Krakow, Poland is: ‘Blessed are the merciful, for
they shall obtain mercy’ -Mt 5:7. Our Holy
Father Francis has chosen the fifth of the eight
Beatitudes, given by Jesus in his Sermon on the
Mount on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, to
show the importance of the Beatitudes which are
at the heart of Jesus’ teaching. Contact Chris
Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-2345044. SEE ENCLOSURES.
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MERCY-MARY WEEKEND RETREATS
AUGUST 5-7, 2016

REBOOT! LIVE!
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016

Bishop Powers is encouraging parishes to
promote the Mercy-Mary weekend by posting
the information in bulletins and other locations
visible for parishioners. Immerse
yourself in Divine Mercy & Mary
with bestselling author and speaker,
Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, at UWStevens Point for one of ten Mercy
& Mary Weekend Retreats across the U.S. for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Spend a weekend in
quiet prayer for a full immersion experience of
Divine Mercy and Mary on August 5, 6, & 7.
Enjoy new talks by Fr. Gaitley, daily Mass,
Adoration, comfortable accommodations, meals
with the Marian Missionaries, and much more!
For more information and to register, go to:
http://events.marianmissionaries.org/events/merc
y-mary-weekend-retreat-stevens-point-wi

Real Life Catholic presents this life changing
event for youth (12+) and adults. Reboot Live!
will be held Wednesday September 28, 2016, at
Spooner High School, 801 Co Hwy A, Spooner,
WI. Chris Stefanick, a Catholic youth speaker,
will speak on the beauty and genius of the
Gospel in every aspect of life. Organizers are
expecting a packed house (1600). Buy tickets
now to guarantee a seat. Tickets are $19 and are
on sale now at the following parishes in the cities
of: Superior, Spooner, Hayward, Rice Lake, and
Ladysmith as well as online at :
http://reallifecatholic.com/reboot-liveparticipants//. SEE ENCLOSURE

DIOCESAN RETIREMENT
Marilyn Ward,
Administrative
Assistant at the
Bishop Hammes
Center, Haugen,
retired at the end
of May after 8
years with the
Diocese. Marilyn
was the kind,
friendly voice on
the other end of
many calls and
questions. She is
wished many blessings in her retirement with her
husband Bruce, their children and grandchildren.
SAVE THE DATE:
Priests’ summer gathering at
Fr. John Anderson’s cabin: August 8, 2016.
More information will be sent out in June.



INITIAL FORMATION FOR DIOCESAN-CERTIFIED
LAY LEADERS OF PRAYER

SEPT 30 – OCT 1 & NOV 11 - 12, 2016
The two required Friday/Saturday formation
sessions for those seeking diocesan certification
as lay leaders of prayer are September 30 October1 and November 11 - 12, 2016 and will
take place at a yet to be named location on the
eastern side of our diocese. (Both weekends
begin Friday evening and conclude late Saturday
afternoon.) Each applicant for this training must
be specifically selected and/or recommended by
his or her pastor, parish life coordinator or parish
director. All lay people who lead Sunday
Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest or
Weekday Communion Services in their parishes
should be recipients of this diocesan certification.
For further information contact Paul Birch at
715-394-0233 or pbirch@catholicdos.org.
BISHOP HAMMES CENTER’S NEW FACES
Grace Busse, a recent graduate of
WITC, is the new Administrative
Assistant at the Bishop Hammes
Center. Grace is from Barron and
is a parishioner at Our Lady of
Lourdes, Dobie. She replaces Marilyn Ward who
retired May 31, 2016.
Mariah Schultz is the summer Totus
Tuus Intern. She is from Spooner and
has just completed her second year
with NET Ministries.
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ELECTION – FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR
FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP:
A CALL TO POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship ,
is a teaching document from the bishops on the
political responsibility of Catholics. It represents
guidance in the rights and duties for Catholics in
our democracy. Clergy and the lay faithful are
encouraged to use this statement to help form
their consciences; to teach those entrusted to
their care; to contribute to civil and respectful
public dialogue; and to shape political choices in
the coming election in light of Catholic teaching.
It is available to read on line or copies may be
purchased.
http://store.usccb.org/Forming-Consciences-for-Faithful-Citizenship-p/7528.htm?mc_cid=f563bf5164&mc_eid=da5fdf7da8
http://store.usccb.org/Forming-Consciences-for-Faithful-Citizenship-p/7528.htm?mc_cid=f563bf5164&mc_eid=da5fdf7da8

WEBSITE MASS TIMES
Please take a moment to look at Parish Mass
times on the Diocesan website and make sure
they are accurate, especially with summer Mass
time changes. Contact Janelle Roe:
jroe@catholicdos.org;715-392-2937.
www.catholicdos.org
NOTE OF THANKS
Fr. Bill Speerstra’s sister, Gretchen, sent a note
to Bishop Powers asking him to extend her
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all who sent
notes and offered prayers for Fr. Bill, especially
those priests who concelebrated his Mass of
Christian Burial. She was especially moved by
the singing of the Salve Regina around the
casket.
DIOCESAN DEATHS
Rev. Gabriel C. Zepczyk, 80,
passed away Saturday, May 14.
Eternal rest, grant unto him, O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen
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A Commentary of The National Catholic Bioethics Center on Health Care and the Life Sciences

Mercy and PhysicianAssisted Suicide
In 1980, in Santa Monica, California, Derek Humphry,
a British author and journalist, founded the Hemlock
Society, the largest right-to-die group in the United States.1
He started this society after he helped his first wife, who
was terminally ill with bone cancer, commit suicide in
Britain with drugs provided by a physician. He wrote
about this experience and became a strong advocate for
physician-assisted suicide (PAS). This caused quite a stir
in Britain “because assisting a suicide in Britain for any
reason carries with it a penalty of up to fourteen years in
prison.” 2 He admitted assisting his late wife but was not
charged, nor did he say which doctor supplied the drugs.
Humphry founded the Hemlock Society because “so
many people approached him for help similar to that
which he had given his first wife that Humphry realized
the need for an organization to campaign for a change
in the law, but which would also give information about
methods and means to those dying in the meantime.” 3 The
organization advocated for PAS and euthanasia by providing education, literature, advice, and support for those
who are “dying, trapped in a ruined body, or just plain
terminally old, frail, and tired of life,” and by promoting
right-to-die legislation both politically and financially.4
By the 1990s, PAS was talked about more openly and
had gained significant support among US citizens. Public
opinion polls showed increased support for PAS.5 This
was due in part to technological advances in medicine
as well as a greater recognition of patients’ rights.6 Some
of the medical advances included new pharmaceuticals,
imaging, and cloning. These innovations made medicine
seem invincible. Some people embraced these discoveries while others were hesitant. Individual patients had a
greater desire to be in charge of their own health, including
deciding to accept or forgo treatments that could prolong
or end their lives, instead of relying on medical professionals. One person who fully embraced the idea of PAS
was Dr. Jack Kevorkian.
Kevorkian was a Michigan pathologist who had been
fascinated by death and dying since the early days of his
medical career. He was so intrigued by death that he took
pictures of patients’ eyes as they died in an attempt to find
out exactly when death happened.7 He also tried to utilize
prisoners sentenced to death in medical experiments that

started when the person was fully aware of what was
happening and ended in his or her demise. Kevorkian’s
term for these experiments was “terminal human experimentation.” 8 His actions led to his nickname, “Dr. Death.”
Kevorkian became well known in 1985 when he
became an active proponent of PAS. He believed in PAS
so much that he created his own death machine, called the
Thanatron, which “consisted of three bottles that delivered
successive doses of fluids: first a saline solution, followed
by a painkiller and, finally, a fatal dose of the poison potassium chloride. Using Kevorkian’s design, patients who
were ill could even administer the lethal dose of poison
themselves.” 9 He used the Thanatron when he assisted in
his first of about 130 physician-assisted suicides in 1990, on
a woman diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease.10 Although
his medical license was revoked, he opened “death centers” where “sick, elderly, or depressed” people could kill
themselves, and remained faithful to his cause even when
he was tried multiple times for murder. In a 1999 trial, he
was sentenced to twenty-five years in prison for seconddegree murder, after he videotaped himself lethally
injecting a patient and the tape was aired on 60 Minutes.11

Encouraging Suicide
When PAS was first introduced into law in the United
States, some hypothesized that it would reduce total
suicides and postpone planned suicides. After studying
unassisted suicide rates from 1990 to 2013 and comparing
them to Washington and Oregon’s unassisted and assisted
suicide rates, David Albert Jones and David Patton showed
that “states that legalized PAS were characterized by
higher rates of non-assisted suicide, lower rates of religious
adherence, and a lower proportion of the population that
was black or Hispanic.” 12 In fact, there was a significant
rise in these states in suicides among men over the age
of sixty-five who had a terminal illness. Legalizing PAS
made ending one’s life due to illness not only easier but
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also more socially acceptable, since many people feared
a bad death that might involve dependence on machines.

Everyone is in need of love and mercy, especially those
who are ailing in any way and suffering as a result. This
happens to all people at some point in life, and to most of
us it happens many times. Those who are facing terminal
health concerns have doubts, questions, and concerns.
They are hungering and thirsting for peace and for love,
and are imprisoned in their illnesses. Such suffering is too
much for any one person to bear alone.

PAS affects patients and also their families and loved
ones. Committing suicide deprives a person of the remaining time he or she has in this life. It also deprives the family
and friends of someone whose life they’ve shared. This
reality causes tremendous pain for those left behind and
gives rise to many complex emotions and questions. PAS is
not a dignified way to die. One of the most central elements
of Catholic doctrine is its emphasis on how we are created
in the image and likeness of God, who is the beginning and
end of all living beings. Since Catholics believe that God is
the author and giver of life, it is morally wrong to purposely
end one’s life or the life of another directly or indirectly.

A common misconception about the works of mercy
is that we have to do something grand to make a difference. Sometimes the smallest actions can have the
greatest impact and are the most memorable. All it takes
is an openness and willingness to meet someone in need
where he or she is, even when that means stepping out of
our comfort zone.

The Role of Mercy

Through acts of mercy, patients may encounter the
risen Christ in those who minister to them. If people treat
a patient with mercy, the patient’s cross becomes easier
to bear. Rev. Richard Malloy, SJ, says, “As Catholics, we
believe that transformation comes through the crosses
of life. There is no resurrection without the cross, which
means that there is no cross in life that does not contain
within it the seeds of resurrection.” 16

Currently, the Catholic Church is celebrating the
Jubilee Year of Mercy, called for by Pope Francis. The
Holy Father points out that two of the qualities of God
manifested in the Hebrew Scriptures are patience and
mercy.13 In the New Testament, “Jesus affirms that mercy
is not only an action of the Father, it becomes a criterion
for ascertaining who his true children are. In short, we are
called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown
to us.” 14 God has shown mercy and love to God’s people
from the beginning of salvation history and has invited
all people to do the same for each other.

Through acts of mercy, more people—patients, their
families, medical staff, and communities—can make life
in all its stages more beautiful and raise awareness of
Christ’s presence in every moment, especially in matters
as important as life and death.
Kathryn E. Harvey

For those who are experiencing health and bioethical
concerns, a merciful approach is ideal, especially coming
from the Church and from local communities. The best
way to accomplish this is through the works of mercy. The
spiritual works of mercy include counseling the doubtful,
instructing the ignorant, admonishing the sinner, comforting the sorrowful, bearing wrongs patiently, forgiving,
and praying for the living and the dead. Additionally, the
corporal works of mercy include feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, visiting and
ransoming captives, sheltering the homeless, visiting the
sick, and burying the dead.

Kathryn E. Harvey is the director of adult ministries for the
parishes of St. Kilian, Hartford, and St. John, Rubicon, in the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
1. “Hemlock Society (1980–2003),” ProCon.org, updated July 23,
2008, http://euthanasia.procon.org/.
2. “Derek Humphry,” Euthanasia Research and Guidance Organization, updated August 28, 2010, http://www.finalexit.org/.
3. Ibid.
4. “Hemlock Society.”
5. “Historical Timeline: History of Euthanasia and Physician
Assisted Suicide,” Procon.org, updated July 23, 2013, http://
euthanasia.procon.org/.
6. Ibid. See also Carrie L. Snyder, Euthanasia: Opposing Viewpoints
(Farmington Hills: Greenhaven Press, 2006), 14.
7. “Jack Kevorkian,” Biography, accessed January 30, 2016, http://
www.biography.com/.
8. Ibid.
9. Ibid.
10. Snyder, Euthanasia, 42; and “Jack Kevorkian.”
11. “Jack Kevorkian.”
12. David Albert Jones and David Patton, “How Does Legalization
of Physician-Assisted Suicide Affect Rates of Suicide?,” Southern
Medical Journal 108.10 (October 10, 2015): 599, 600–601.
13. Francis, Misericordiae vultus, Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy (April 11, 2015), n. 6.
14. Ibid., n. 9.
15. Ibid., n. 10.
16. Richard G. Malloy, “Still Seeking Hope: Dealing with the Aftermath of Suicide,” America 213.9 (October 5, 2015): 25.

Pope Francis invites the entire Catholic community to
extend and live in a merciful manner when he says,
Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life.
All of her pastoral activity should be caught up
in the tenderness she makes present to believers;
nothing in her preaching and in her witness to
the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s
very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love. … Mercy is the force
that reawakens us to new life and instills in us the
courage to look to the future with hope.15
The Church wants to help those who are afflicted.
Life is God’s greatest gift. Earthly life is temporary and
meant to be experienced fully and with others. Catholics
have an obligation to raise awareness of this reality by
demonstrating God’s compassionate love, that is, by acting with mercy and empathy, since love is what makes
life worth living.
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 should be willing to remove the genitalia of this same

Catholic Teaching on
Sex Reassignment

man and implant artificial breasts. “We must think carefully before we deny such surgery,” she warns us. A man
who declares himself to be a woman is simply “missing
normal breasts” (3). Thus, the surgery would be corrective.
She acknowledges that the surgery will also result in the
man’s sterility, but this can be easily justified under the
principle of double effect. The surgery will enable the
patient to present “to the world the person in the gender
he or she experiences inside. The relief of suffering this
represents is profound”(4).
Thus does Bayley argue that Catholic hospitals must
perform sex reassignment surgeries if they want to stay
true to their Catholic mission and identity. Jesus Christ,
apparently, would favor transgender surgery and encourage Catholic hospitals to carry out these procedures in the
light of his divine mission. Yet, perhaps sensing the weakness of her theological and moral reasoning, Bayley warns
her Catholic readers about possible violations of the laws
governing nondiscrimination “particularly in light of the
federal government’s recognition of transgender individuals as members of a protected class”(4). Here she speaks
forcefully. The use of public law to compel Catholics and
Catholic institutions to violate the teachings of their faith
is indeed what is really at issue in this case.

If a man were to walk up to you and declare, “I am
a woman,” would you be willing to call him “she” at his
request? If it helps, let us suppose that he is wearing a
dress. Let us also suppose that it is known to you that
he has a male genotype (XY chromosomes), male genitalia, and has lived his entire life as a man. Let us further
suppose that you ask why the man wants to be called by
the female pronoun, and he responds, “I now feel that I
am a woman” or “I now think that I am a woman.”
Aside from mere politeness or the desire to avoid
offense, what reason would you have to agree to his
request? There is no factual basis whatsoever for agreement, other than his desire that you and others should
follow his wishes. All the evidence indicates that the
designation “she” is false. Every cell in his body is marked
by the XY chromosome. Every cell tells us that he a man.
Suppose that you happen to be a Catholic surgeon and
this same man enters your office. He asks you to remove
his genitalia and provide him with breast implants. Obviously, this is a much more radical request. The question
of humoring your visitor by politely referring to him as a
“she” is no longer at issue. The question now is whether
you will agree to surgically alter the man’s body. On what
grounds would you agree to do so?

What should be particularly embarrassing to Bayley
is her statement that these “are questions on which the
Church has not written directly or publicly”(3). There is
an enormous body of literature on the topic of mutilating
surgery generally and on sex reassignment surgery in
particular. One of the most important examples in recent
years was the authoritative article by Urbano Cardinal
Navarette, later reprinted in The National Catholic Bioethics
Quarterly as “Transsexualism and the Canonical Order.” 2
Navarette examines the canonical penalties inflicted on
those who undergo this type of mutilating surgery.

The Catholic Position
Carol Bayley, vice president at Dignity Health, San
Francisco, tells us that we can find guidance concerning
this question “in Scripture and in Catholic teaching about
welcoming the stranger,” in our “respect for human persons,” and in “the abundance of diversity in nature and the
goodness of everything God creates.”1 These three sources
of wisdom, she says, give us a clear answer:

But if it is information about the medical aspect of
the problem that you need, then the article by Richard
P. Fitzgibbons, MD, and others, “The Psychopathology
of ‘Sex Reassignment’ Surgery,” offers a careful scientific
analysis of this psychological illness, along with abundant
citations of the research.3 Also of interest to Bayley would
be the various works of Christopher Gross, Benedict
Guevin, OSB, and Erik Lenhart, OFMCap.4 The last of
these authors discusses cases of genital ambiguity, where
surgical efforts are genuinely appropriate and corrective.

These alone are sufficient to understand the
necessity of treating transpersons with respect.
In a setting, including our [Catholic] hospitals and
health services, that means using the pronoun and
form of address the person prefers, respecting
the person’s presentation in the gender of choice,
respecting the privacy of the person even if this is
not the first time we’ve known we are encountering
someone who is different in this particular way. (3)

But Bayley is not interested in these cases of actual
gender ambiguity—situations in which there is a chromosomal disorder or the genitalia have not properly formed.
She appeals to these cases only in order to reach a much
broader conclusion under which every individual who
thinks or feels that he or she is a member of the opposite
sex should be free to receive sex reassignment surgery in
our nation’s Catholic hospitals. But a person who has a
chromosomal disorder or malformed genitals has little in
common with this wider class of persons who, for whatever
reason, want to be persons of the opposite sex. In one case,
there is indeed some type of defect in nature that can be

So we learn from Bayley that those who would express
doubts about calling this man by the term “she” would
fail to respect that person and his privacy. Scripture
and Catholic teaching are said to be against this type of
disrespect, regardless of how we might personally feel
concerning someone who is “different.”
From this brief introduction to Catholic theology, Bayley next turns to the question of whether Catholic hospitals
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Views expressed are those of
individual authors and may
advance positions that have not
yet been doctrinally settled. Ethics
& Medics makes every effort to
publish articles consonant with
the magisterial teachings of the
Catholic Church.

remedied through the use of hormones or surgery; in the
other, the patient suffers from a psychological delusion.

must be morally good or at least neutral. She says, without
argument, “the surgery itself is neutral”(4). How so? The
surgery is a direct assault on the physical integrity of a
person whose sexual organs are perfectly healthy. Is it reasonable to say that a person who wants to change gender
has a body that is in fact seriously deformed or diseased?
Where is the evidence?

Bayley admits that there is little scientific evidence
for her views, which are mostly speculative. She says that
“little is known” about this psychological condition, but
she assures us nonetheless that there is “mounting physical evidence” that the disorder flows from “an interaction
between hormones and the developing brain”(2).

If reality is defined by the mind, then the imagination
may freely think of personal identity in any conceivable
way. Men may think that they are women, multiple individuals, or even lower animals. Nature is set aside and in
its place is put, at best, a delusion and, at worst, an ideology that seeks to do violence to nature. Catholic hospitals
should not participate in this assault upon God’s creation.

Mutilating Surgery
Bayley says that sex reassignment surgery is not mutilating but reparative, and is therefore justifiable under the
principle of double effect. A person born into a body that
is the opposite of one’s “true sex” has suffered from a massive “birth defect,” as she puts it (4). The entire body is a
malformation that needs surgical correction. Global repair
through alteration of the chromosomes in each body cell is
impossible, so the genitalia and breasts must become the
focus. But it should be obvious that changing these do not
change the sex of the person.

Edward J. Furton
Edward J. Furton, PhD, is the editor of Ethics & Medics and
director of publications at The National Catholic Bioethics Center.
1. Carol Bayley, “Transgender Persons and Catholic Healthcare,”
Health Care Ethics USA 24.1 (Winter 2016): 3. Subsequent page
references are given in parentheses in the text.
2. Urbano Navarette, “Transexualismus et ordo canonicus,” Periodica
de re canonica 86.1 (1997): 101–124, reprinted as “Transsexualism
and the Canonical Order,” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly 14.1
(Spring 2014): 105–118.
3. Richard P. Fitzgibbons, Philip M. Sutton, and Dale O’Leary,
“The Psychopathology of ‘Sex Reassignment’ Surgery,” National
Catholic Bioethics Quarterly 9.1 (Spring 2009): 97–125.
4. Christopher Gross, “Karol Wojtyla on Sex Reassignment Surgery,” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly 9.4 (Winter 2009):
711–723; Benedict Guevin, “Sex Reassignment Surgery for
Transsexuals,” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly 5.4 (Winter
2005): 719–734; and Erik Lenhart, “People Born with Intersex
Conditions,” National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly 15.3 (Autumn
2015): 453–463.

What Bayley discusses is someone who has a serious
psychological repugnance toward his or her own body,
and who wants to undergo transgender surgery in the
hope that this will alleviate the deep-seated feeling of selfrevulsion. She seems to speak as if she were a materialist,
but let that pass. What is relevant here is that her proposed
solution for gender dysphoria is bodily disfiguration. She
does not entertain the possibility that the problem is not
with the body but with the mind. Instead she assumes that
the person who feels that he or she is in the wrong body
possesses an accurate self-representation.
Bayley’s double-effect reasoning fails at the opening.
The first condition of the principle is that the act in itself
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Ethics & Medics is a publication of The National Catholic Bioethics Center. Regular annual subscription rate for 12 issues includes both the print version by mail and online access at www.ncbcenter.org/em:
U.S. A. $28; foreign $38; institutional $55. Individual copies are available at $3.00 each. TO SUBSCRIBE, please write to The National Catholic Bioethics Center, 6399 Drexel Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19151–2511,
e-mail orders@ncbcenter.org, or phone (215) 877–2660. Publisher: John M. Haas, STL, PhD; Editor: Edward J. Furton, MA, PhD. Contents © 2016 The National Catholic Bioethics Center. ISSN 1071–3778 (print),
ISSN 1938–1638 (online). For permission to reuse material from Ethics & Medics, please access www.copyright.com or contact the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc. (CCC), 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA
01923, phone (978) 750–8400.

Word of Life: June 2016
Don’t miss the bulletin art on page three!
Intercessions for Life
June 5th

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For medical professionals:
May their care for every person
reflect reverence for all human life;
We pray to the Lord:
June 12th

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

May we embrace the beauty
of God’s plan for human sexuality,
and seek his forgiveness
for the times we have fallen;
We pray to the Lord:
June 19th

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For persons with disabilities:
May they be welcomed
as integral members
of our Christian community;
We pray to the Lord:
June 26th

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For those suffering the loss of a child:
May Christ comfort them
with his everlasting love;
We pray to the Lord:

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - JUNE 2016:
Bulletin Briefs
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. The QR codes to the
right of each quote can be used in bulletins, newsletters, etc. When scanned with a smartphone, the QR codes
will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located.

Sunday, June 5, 2016
“When a patient says I don’t want to be a burden, it may really be a question, Am I
a burden? …when a patient says I might as well be dead, he may really be saying
No one cares about me. Many studies show that assisted suicide requests are almost
always for such psychological or social reasons.”
— “Life Matters: Doctor-Assisted Death”
2013-14 Respect Life Program
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/Q6eC2K)
Sunday, June 12, 2016
“In the wake of the so-called sexual revolution, many have been hurt by their own
sins, the sins of others, confusion, and broken relationships and families. …No
wound is so deep, however, as to be out of the reach of Christ’s redeeming grace.”
— “Create in Me a Clean Heart: A Pastoral Response to
Pornography,” USCCB (www.goo.gl/okSvz3)
Sunday, June 19, 2016
“Clinical labels may describe some aspects of an individual's ‘functioning,’ but
they don't tell the whole story. … It's like looking at a stained-glass window…
From the inside…with the sun shining through it, the effect can be brilliant. From
inside our family, love illuminates our life with Charlie.* What may seem dreary
to others, perhaps even unbearable, is actually filled with beauty and color.”
— “A Perfect Gift,” 2015-16 Respect Life Program
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/ARzBL6)
*Name changed for privacy.

Sunday, June 26, 2016
“[M]iscarriage includes emotional, relational and spiritual suffering that requires
assistance from family, friends and church leaders. …Although we may feel unsure
how best to comfort those who mourn, we must stand with them in their time of
suffering.”
— “Solace and Strength in the Sorrow of Miscarriage”
2014-15 Respect Life Program
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities (www.goo.gl/vZPuiL)
View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - JUNE 2016

Bulletin Art
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. Other images
are available at www.goo.gl/cs6nXJ. Please do not alter any images in any way, other than the size.
Thank you!

Sunday, June 12, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/6c9Cme)

Sunday, June 19, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/j6rsCV)

View, download, and order the 2015-16 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

5 Ways to Celebrate the
Fortnight for Freedom
Pray
Hold a prayer vigil for religious freedom. Eucharistic
adoration, the Rosary, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet
and all be forms of intercession for our country and
our first freedom. The U.S. bishops have made prayer
resources available at
www.fortnightforfreedom.org.

Learn
Catholic teaching on religious freedom is rich and has
much to offer our culture today. Consider getting a
study group together to read and discuss what religious
freedom is really all about. Resources are available at
www.fortnightforfreedom.org.
Or, consider hosting a religious freedom movie night at
your house or parish. Films can be a great way to learn
about and reflect on our faith. Here are a few suggestions:

Gather
Get together and celebrate religious freedom with a
parish picnic or barbeque. Hand out religious freedom
conversation starters as a way to spur discussion
about our first, most precious liberty.

 A Man for All Seasons, about the martyrdom of St.
Thomas More
 For Greater Glory, about the struggle for religious
freedom in Mexico
 First Freedom: The Fight for Religious Liberty, a PBS
video about religious freedom
 Becket, about 12th century English martyr St. Thomas à Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Pilgrimage
Join Catholics from all over the country in the
nation’s capital on July 4 at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception to pray for our country and for our
Church.

Share!
We want to hear from you! Share pictures of Fortnight celebrations in
your area on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram using the hashtag
#Fortnight4Freedom. Your picture might make it to our website!

Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty
www.usccb.org/freedom| Twitter: @USCCBFreedom
Text “Freedom” to 377377 to receive updates

PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
St. Joseph Catholic Church – Hayward, WI
May 17, 2016

I.

PRELIMINARIES
A. WELCOME
The Council was welcomed by Bishop Powers.
B. OPENING PRAYER
An opening prayer was led by Fr. Gerald Harris.
C. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by Bishop James Powers.
In the absence of the Chair and Vice-chair, Fr. Harris as Treasurer led the
meeting.
D. ROLL CALL:
Present: Bishop Powers, Frs. Edwin Anderson, John Anderson, Kevin
Gordon, Gerald Harris, Chris Kemp, Frank Kordek, Ronald Serrao,
Thomas Thompson.
Absent: Fr. Michael Tupa. Excused: Fr. James Tobolski.
Deans Present: Frs. John Anderson, John Drummy, Paul Paré, OFM, and
Fr. Phil Juza
Guests present: Richard Lyons, Christine Newkirk, Fr. John Gerritts, Deb
Lieberg

II.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 20, 2014 MINUTES
MOTION: Fr. Ed Anderson moved and Fr. Ronald Serrao seconded the
approval of the minutes of the August 19, 2014 meeting as written. Motion
carried unanimously.
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III.

APPROVAL OF CONSULTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

IV.

CHECK-IN AND DIALOGUE WITH BISHOP POWERS
Bishop Powers welcomed our visitors and guests.
Bishop Powers formally reinstated the Presbyteral Council and its
members. Terms of members were clarified by Deb Lieberg. New Deans
were welcomed and outgoing Deans thanked for their service.
Bishop signed the Articles and By-laws of the Presbyteral Council for the
Diocese of Superior.
A motion was made that Fr. Chris Kemp take on the term for the East
Deanery as he had recently moved from the South Central Deanery.
Motion made by Fr. John Anderson, seconded by Fr. Paré. Motion carried.
A motion was made to accept the change of terms of office as presented by
Deb Lieberg. Motion was made by Fr. Ed Anderson, seconded by Fr. Serrao.
Motion carried.
Later in the meeting nominations were made for the officers of the Council:
Fr. Gerald Harris was nominated for the position of Chair. Nominated by Fr.
Ed Anderson, seconded by Fr. Gordon. Nominations were closed. Fr. Harris
elected as Chair.
Fr. Chris Kemp was nominated as Vice Chair. Nominated by Fr. Gordon,
seconded by Fr. Ed Anderson. Nominations were closed. Fr. Kemp elected
as Vice-Chair.
Fr. Ronald Serrao was nominated as Treasurer. Nominated by Fr. Ed
Anderson, seconded by Fr. Kevin Gordon. Nominations were closed. Fr.
Serrao elected as Treasurer.
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Fr. James Tobolski was nominated as Secretary. Nominated by Fr.
Thompson, seconded by Fr. Gordon. Nominations were closed. Fr.
Tobolski elected as Secretary.
Bishop reported that the “lights are still on.” He looks to be more
collaborative with the Council and the presbyterate. He is hoping that we
have an optimistic atmosphere.
Bishop reported on the health of our priests:
Fr. Gabe Zepczyk died. His funeral will be Thursday. It was noted that he
was very grateful for the assistance he received towards the end.
Msgr. Heslin has moved into memory care and assisted living at the
Lighthouse in Superior.
Fr. Leonard Fraher will be celebrating his 60th anniversary of ordination. He
is living at Deerfield assisted living in New Richmond.
Fr. Joe Trinka has moved into full memory care at the nursing home in
Amery.
Fr. Dahlberg has moved into assisted living at St. Ann Residence in Duluth.
Fr. Joe Kleinheinz is improving and growing stronger.
Fr. Ron Levra is doing better.
Fr. Eugene Hornung is still living in the Veteran’s Home in Chippewa Falls.
Deacon Tom Weiss is still recovering and looking forward to returning
home soon.
Deacon Michael Cullen will be retiring as of May 29, 2016.

3

V.

AGENDA REVIEW AND APPROVAL
The Agenda was accepted with the following additions:
Motion made by Fr. Ed Anderson, seconded by Fr. Serrao
Fr. Aaron Devett’s request for sabbatical
USCCB & Title IX
Stipends
SUMMIT
Model of Ministry

VI.

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to report.

VII.

VOCATIONS UPDATE
Fr. Thompson and Bishop reported. Vocation prayer is to continue in all
parishes. If you need cards, contact the Chancery or Fr. Thompson.
Permission has been received to photo copy the card for those needing to
tape it into their missalettes each year.
Bishop discussed how we should all be involved in Vocations work; he
stated that at this time we really cannot afford to have a full time Vocation
Director. We are preparing a model of regional or deanery Vocation
Directors who will work with an overall Vocation Director. We need to
work on getting support from families. Bishop commented on our history –
that we as a diocese have never maintained or provided the priests that we
need. Our history is one of having others from outside the Diocese come
in, some from other dioceses and some from overseas. We need to start
promoting and getting seminarians from the diocese for the diocese. It was
noted that there are some men studying for the priesthood from the
diocese – but for other dioceses or religious orders.
Fr. Thompson reported that we are currently working with two individuals
who wish to study for the diocese.
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VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Capital Campaign
Steve Tarnowski reported on the Capital Campaign (Faith in Our Future).
It has gone very well for the diocese and parishes. It should be wrapping
up this coming year – however, the diocese will continue to take
contributions as they come in.

THE COUNCIL BROKE FOR LUNCH AT 12:15 PM. Bishop led the Council in Grace.
RECONVENED AT 1:05 PM

IX.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Fr. Aaron Devett’s Request for Sabbatical
Fr. Devett is requesting a three-month sabbatical. Our policy provides
for a three-month sabbatical after 10 years’ service in the diocese. Fr.
Devett has only been with us for 5 years. After some discussion the
following motion was made: That Fr. Devett be granted a one-month
sabbatical as provided for in our policies. Motion by Fr. Ed Anderson,
seconded by Fr. Kordek. Passed. It was noted that Fr. Devett may be
able to use some vacation time in addition to the one-month sabbatical.
B. USCCB and Title IX
Bishop made us aware of the issues of Title IX. The Bishops’ Conference
is working on discussion points. It seems to not yet be an issue in the
Diocese, but we need to begin to think about it and answers to it.
C. STIPENDS
Bishop is concerned on how stipends are being taken and used in the
Diocese. He wants to insure that it is done properly. He will be putting
together an instruction regarding stipends and sending it out to the
parishes. He reminded us that all second stipends for a day are to be
sent to the St. Pius Priest Fund.
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D. SUMMIT – Superior Mutual Ministry Team
A few years ago SUMMIT took time to re-evaluate their programming.
Concern about the level of collaboration with the Department of
Catholic Formation had also arisen. Following a year of organizational
re-evaluation, SUMMIT has requested Bishop’s approval for their
reinstatement. If reinstated, Bishop expects that SUMMIT will work
with the Department of Catholic Formation and that SUMMIT’s
programs will not conflict with scheduled diocesan programs. Bishop
also noted that larger parishes can afford professional staff, while many
smaller parishes rely on volunteers who have less time and resources
available to support essential catechetical programming.
He
encouraged more collaboration between larger and smaller parishes in
support of the catechetical mission of the church.
X.

ONGOING FORMATION OF PRIESTS
A. PRIESTS’ RETREAT
Fr. Kevin reported. The date of the retreat will be September 12–15,
2016 at Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center in Trego, WI. The
presenter will be Rev. Msgr. David Kunz.
B. ANNUAL CLERGY WORKSHOP
Fr. Gordon reported that the Annual Ongoing Formation Workshop will
be October 16–18, 2016 at the Hotel Chequamegon in Ashland, WI. No
speaker had yet been selected; however, they are looking into having a
speaker from the USCCB to discuss Pope Francis’ new document Amoris
Laetitia (Joy of Love).

XI.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Fr. Harris noted that his parishes recently worked on long term planning –
especially in regards to transition. This information was shared with Dick
Huseby who has developed a curriculum based on that planning process.
Mr. Huseby is currently developing these materials and preparing to make
them available for future use.
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XII.

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, August 16, 2016, St. Joseph in Hayward, WI at 11:00 a.m.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING
Fr. Thompson moved, seconded by Fr. Ed Anderson to adjourn. Motion
passed.

Respectfully Submitted:

Rev. Thomas E. Thompson, Secretary
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
June 2016

Sunday

06/05/16
4:00p

ORDINATION TO TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE
For whom: Rev. Mr. Samuel Schneider
Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
Contact Fr. Thomas Thompson: vocations@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0234

Tuesday

06/07/16

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR INC. MEETING
Time: TBA

Friday

06/12/16

FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART

SundayFriday

06/12/1606/17/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Sunday
Friday

06/12/1606/17/16

EXTREME FAITH CAMP
Locations: Crosswoods Camp, Mason, WI (West) and
Crescent Lake, Rhinelander (East)
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

MondayTuesday

06/13/1606/14/16

SDCCW 66TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
Contact Sharon Thomas: sthomas1@tds.net; 715-748-5824

Sunday

06/19/16

FATHER’S DAY
NATIONAL CONCERN COLLECTION
Contact Steve Tarnowski: starnowski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0223

SaturdayFriday

06/19/1606/24/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: St. Joseph, Hayward & Nativity of our Lord, Rhinelander
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Friday

06/24/16

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Saturday

06/25/16

LAY MINISTRY ENRICHMENT (Final Session)
Topic: Service Emersion
Location: Superior, WI (Exact location TBD)
Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204

SaturdayFriday

06/26/1607/01/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: Park Falls
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Wednesday

06/29/16

SOLEMNITY OF SS. PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES

April 18, 2016

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
July 2016

TuesdayMonday

06/21/1607/04/16

FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM
Theme: Witnesses to Freedom

Monday

07/04/16

OBSERVANCE OF INDEPENDENCE DAY
Chancery Closed

SundayFriday

07/10/1607/15/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: Ladysmith and River Falls
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 716-234-5044

SaturdayFriday

07/17/1607/22/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: St. Joseph, Amery
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 716-234-5044

SundaySaturday

07/24/1607/30/16

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING AWARENESS WEEK
Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 716-394-0240

Saturday

07/23/16
11:00am

DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Jubilee Mass with +Bishop James Powers
Luncheon following Mass
Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior
Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 716-394-0240

Monday

07/25/16

25th ANNUAL CLERGY GOLF AND NON-GOLF OUTING
Sponsored by: Catholic United Financial
Location: Turtleback Golf Course, Rice Lake

SundayFriday

07/24/16
07/29/16

TOTUS TUUS
Location: Glenwood City and Tomahawk
Contact Chris Hurtubise:churtubise@catholicdos.org; 716-234-5044

Monday
Sunday

07/25/1607/31/16

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016
Location: Krakow, Poland
Theme: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy…

May 16, 2016

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
June 2016
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-7

DEANS
SOUTHWEST DEANERY:
EAST DEANERY:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts
Very Rev. Christopher J. Kemp

Change
Add

SUPERIOR PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL & DIOCESAN CONSULTORS
Rev. John Anderson
Rev. Michael J. Tupa, Chair
Very Rev. Christopher J. Kemp, Vice- Chair
Rev. Gerald P. Harris, Chair
Very Rev. James F. Tobolski, Secretary
Rev. Ronald Serrao, Treasurer

Delete
Delete
Add
Change
Change
Add

PRIEST PERSONNEL PLACEMENT BOARD
Very Rev. John C. Anderson
Very Rev. John A. Drummy

Delete
Delete

CATHOLIC BOY AND GIRL SCOUT CHAPLAIN
St. Bridget Church
715-425-1870
PO Box 86, River Falls, WI 54022
Deacon Lawrence P. Hennemann

Change
Change
Change

F-8

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL LIAISON
715-637-3255; Fax: 715-637-3252
St. Joseph Church
827 East La Salle Avenue, Barron, 54812
Liaison:
Deacon Michael D. Cullen

Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete

F-9

PARISHES
ALMENA
Supervising Pastor:

Change

F-7

F-7

F-8

F-9

F-9

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

PARISHES
AMERY
Adult & Youth Faith Formation Leader:

Ben Rippe

PARISHES
BARRON
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
Michael Cullen
Cluster RCIA:
Michael Cullen
Supervising Pastor: Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Delete

Delete
Delete
Change

June Chancery Bulletin
Handbook Changes
Diocese of Superior

F-10

F-10

F-11

F-11

F-12

F-12

F-12

F-13

F-13

F-14

PARISHES
BLOOMVILLE
Parochial Admin.:

2

Very Rev. Christopher J. Kemp

Add

PARISHES
CAMERON
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
Michael Cullen
Supervising Pastor: Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Delete
Change

PARISHES
CHETEK
Parish Life Coordinator/Deacon:
Michael Cullen
Supervising Pastor: Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Delete
Change

PARISHES
CUMBERLAND
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Change

PARISHES
ERIN PRAIRIE
Pastor:

Rev. John C. Anderson

Change

PARISHES
FARMINGTON
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Change

PARISHES
FOXBORO
Pastor:

Rev. Andrew P. Ricci

Change

PARISHES
FREDERIC
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Add

Parishes
Grantsburg
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Add

PARISHES
HAYWARD
Pastor:

Rev. Gerard I. Willger

Change

05/25/2016

June Chancery Bulletin
Handbook Changes
Diocese of Superior

F-14

F-15

F-15

F-16

F-16

F-17

F-17

F-17

F-19

F-20

F-20
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PARISHES
HUDSON
Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Add

PARISHES
LAKE NEBAGAMON
Pastor:

Rev. Andrew P. Ricci

Change

PARISHES
LAND O’LAKES
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. Christopher J. Kemp

Add

PARISHES
MEDFORD
Pastor:

Very Rev. Philip J. Juza

Change

PARISHES
MERRILL
Parochial Admin.:

Very Rev. Christopher J. Kemp

Add

PARISHES
NEW RICHMOND
Pastor:

Rev. John C. Anderson

Change

PARISHES
OSCEOLA
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Change

PARISHES
PHELPS
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. Christopher J. Kemp

Add

PARISHES
RIVER FALLS
Bus. Admin.:

Sue Steckbauer

Change

PARISHES
SOMERSET
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Change

PARISHES
STETSONVILLE
Pastor:

Rev. Michael T. Hayden

Change

parishadmin@stbparish.com

05/25/2016

June Chancery Bulletin
Handbook Changes
Diocese of Superior

F-20

F-21

F-21

F-21

F-21

F-22

F-22

F-25

4

PARISHES
STRICKLAND
Parish Life Coordinator:
Deacon:

Delete
Delete

Parishes
Sugar Camp
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Patrick McConnell
Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bala Reddy Allam

Add
Add

PARISHES
SUPERIOR/ST. ANTHONY
Pastor:
Rev. Andrew P. Ricci

Change

PARISHES
SUPERIOR/HOLY ASSUMPTION
Pastor:
Rev. Andrew P. Ricci

Change

PARISHES
THREE LAKES
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Patrick McConnell
Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bala Reddy Allam

Add
Add

Parishes
Turtle Lake
Supervising Pastor:

Very Rev. John R. Gerritts

Change

Parishes
Whittlesey
Pastor:

Very Rev. Philip J. Juza

Change

PRIESTS
Allam, Rev. Bala Reddy
Sacramental Min.:
Also Serves:

F-25

Deacon Michael D. Cullen
Michael D. Cullen

PRIESTS
ANDERSON, REV. JOHN C.
Pastor:

715-546-2159
St. Theresa Parish
PO Box 8, Three Lakes, 54562
St. Kunegunda of Poland, Sugar Camp

Add
Add
Add

Change

05/25/2016

June Chancery Bulletin
Handbook Changes
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F-25

F-25
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DAHLBERG, REV. DANIEL
St. Ann’s Residence, 330 East Third Street, Duluth, MN 55805

Change

PRIESTS
Drummy, Very Rev. John A.
Supervising Pastor: (delete all parishes listed)

Delete
Delete

F-26

PRIESTS
Gerritts, Very Rev. John
Add
Dean/Vicar Forane: Southwest Deanery
Add
Supervising Pastor: Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Almena; St. Joseph Parish, Add
Barron; St. Peter Parish, Cameron; St. Boniface Parish,
Add
Chetek St. Anthony Abbot Parish, Cumberland;;
Add
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, Farmington; Add
St. Joseph Parish, Osceola; St. Anne Parish, Somerset;
Add
St. Ann Parish, Turtle Lake
Add

F-26

PRIESTS
HAYDEN, REV. MICHAEL T.
Pastor:

Change

PRIESTS
JUZA, VERY REV. PHILIP J.
Pastor:

Change

PRIESTS
Kemp, Very Rev. Michael T.
Dean/Vicar Forane: East Deanery
Supervising Pastor: St. Albert, Land O’Lakes; St. Mary, Phelps

Add
Add
Add

PRIESTS
MCCONNELL, REV. PATRICK
Also Serves:
St. Theresa Parish, Three Lakes;
St. Kunegunda of Poland, Sugar Camp

Add
Add

PRIESTS
TOBOLSKI, VERY REV. JAMES F.
Vicar General

Add

F-26

F-26

F-27

F-28

05/25/2016

June Chancery Bulletin
Handbook Changes
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F-28

F-28

F-28

F-29

F-30

F-30

F-30

F-31

F-32
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PRIESTS
TRINKA, REV. JOSEPH C.
Amery Memory Care
215 Birch Street West, Apt. B124, Amery, WI 54001

Change
Change

PRIESTS
WILLGER, REV. GERARD I.
Pastor:

Change

PRIESTS
Zepczyk, Rev. Gabriel C. (delete entire entry – passed away).

Delete

NECROLOGY
2016
May 14, 2016
Rev. Gabriel C. Zepczyk

Add
Add

DEACONS
CABAK, RUSSELL
deaconruss@gmail.com
N7068 Sunrise Lane, Holmen, 64636

Add
Change

DEACONS
CULLEN, MICHAEL D.
Parish Life Coordinator/Serves: St. Joseph, Barron; St. Peter, Cameron;
St. Boniface, Chetek; Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Strickland
Retired

Delete
Delete
Add

DEACONS
DERRINGTON, JOHN “PAT” Cell: 715-781-0405
1604 South Rock Creek Drive, Apt. 120, Sioux Falls, SD

Add
Change

DEACONS
GEISLER, DENNIS C. Cell: 414-436-5350

Change

DEACONS
MEIER, RICHARD J.
Retired
Serves:
Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander

Delete
Add

05/25/2016

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK UPDATES
Please review your information in the WI Pastoral Handbook and make any changes to your parish or organization information by filling in the
section below (& other side of sheet if needed) and returning it via fax: 715-392-2015, email: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; or USPS to: Debra Lieberg,
Chancellor; Diocese of Superior; P.O. Box 969; Superior, WI 54880.

Note: Email addresses will be included in the handbook and the website if you submit the address and request its inclusion.
Changes are sent to Milwaukee in June (and again in the fall) to assist in the publication of the 2017 WI Pastoral Handbook. Thank you for your
assistance in keeping our portion of the Handbook up to date. (Questions - contact Debra Lieberg; contact info above).
Parish (or Organization Name & Address):
Handbook Page
#

FFFFFFF-

Type of Correction
Circle or underline the
action to be taken

Delete Add

Change

Delete Add

Change

Delete Add

Change

Delete Add

Change

Delete Add

Change

Delete Add

Change

Delete Add

Change

PERSON COMPLETING THIS FORM: Phone: 715Print Name:

Description of Change & any Comments

Email:
Signature:

J UNE 2016
D IOCESE OF S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS OF P RAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY L EADERS

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Rev. John
Gerritts

2
Very Rev.
Kevin Gordon

3
Rev. Gerald
Hagen

4
Rev. J. Patrick
Hardy

8
Very Rev.
Philip Juza

9
Rev. Donald
Kania

10
Rev. Chris
Kemp

11
Rev. Sangmoon
Kim

5
Rev. Gerald
Harris

6
Rev. Michael
Hayden

7
Rev. Gregory
Hopefl

12
Rev. James
Kinney

13
Rev. Adam
Laski

14
15
Rev. John Long Rev. Patrick
McConnell

16
Rev. Eugene
Murphy

17
Rev. David
Neuschwander

18
Rev. Shaji
Pazhukkathara

19
Rev. Andrew
Ricci

20
Rev. Ronald
Serrao

21
Rev. Thomas
Thompson

22
Very Rev.
James Tobolski

23
Rev. Michael
Tupa

24
Rev. Gerard
Willger

25
Rev. William
Brenna

26
Rev. James
Brinkman

27
Rev. Hugh
Briody

28
Rev. Frederick
Brost

29
Rev. Dean
Buttrick

30
Rev. Bernard
Byrne

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.

J ULY 2016
D IOCESE OF S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS OF P RAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY L EADERS

Sun

Mon

Pr

f

Tue

Jus i

Wed

n

Thu

Fri
1
Rev. William
Cary

F ed

Sat
2
Rev. Daniel
Dahlberg

3
Rev. John
Drummy

4
Rev. Leonard
Fraher

5
Rev. William
Green

6
Rev. Virgil
Heinen

7
8
Monsignor Philip Rev. James
Heslin
Hoffman

9
Rev. James
Horath

10
Rev. Eugene
Hornung

11
Rev. Joseph
Kelchak

12
Rev. Joseph
Kleinheinz

13
Rev. Robert
Koszarek

14
Rev. Ron Levra

15
Rev. David
Lusson

16
Rev. Dennis
Muelemans

17
Monsignor Ed
Muelemans

18
Rev. Dennis
Mullen

19
Rev. William
Murphy

20
Rev. David
Oberts

21
Rev. Francis
Pakosta

22
Rev. Joseph
Trinka

23
Rev. Madanu
Sleeva Raju

24
Rev. Shanthi
Mandapati

25
Rev. Simon
Reddy Boyapati

26
Rev. Madanu
Bala Showry

27
28
Rev. Inna Reddy Rev. Bala
Pothireddy
Jojappa Pasala

29
30
Rev. Louis Red- Rev. Balaraju
dy Maram Reddy Policetty

31
Rev. Bala Reddy
Allam

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR CONTACT INFORMATION
CHANCERY
Powers, Very Rev. James
Wildenberg, Patricia
Gordon, Very Rev. Kevin
Lyons, Richard
Newkirk, Christine
Lieberg, Debra
Roe, Janelle
Thompson, Rev. Thomas
Birch, Paul
Kasinski, Dcn. Ken
Deneau, Natasha
Hines, Linda
Strugala, Adam

715-394-0205
715-394-0205
715-913-0183
715-394-0203
715-394-0204
715-394-0240
715-392-2937
715-394-0234
715-394-0233
715-394-0235
715-394-0212
702-374-9548
715-394-0220

Bishop
Bishop’s Executive Secretary
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
Director of Administrative Services & Finance
Chancellor; Dir. of Respect Life Office
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant to the Chancellor
Director of Vocations & Seminarian/Defender of the Bond
Director of the Office of Worship
Director of Diaconal Life
Admin. Assist. Consultation, Diaconate, Lay Ministry &Worship
Part-time Website Administrator.
Buildings & Grounds: Supervisor/Engineer

pwildenberg@catholicdos.org
pwildenberg@catholicdos.org
kgordon@catholicdos.org
rlyons@catholicdos.org
cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
dlieberg@catholicdos.org
jroe@catholicdos.org
tthompson@catholicdos.org
pbirch@catholicdos.org
kkasinski@catholicdos.org
ndeneau@catholicdos.org
lindahines7@gmail.com
astrugala@catholicdos.org

TRIBUNAL
Tobolski, Very Rev. James
Holt, Patti

715-394-0207
715-394-0209

Judicial Vicar/ Vicar General
Marriage Tribunal Office Manager

jtobolski@catholicdos.org
pholt@catholicdos.org

Catholic Herald
715-392-8656

715-394-0216
715-394-0225

Administrative Services Coordinator, Safe Environment
Administrative Assistant

kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org
pjacobson@catholicdos.org

Catholic
Mutual
715-392-1098

STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT
Tarnowski, Steve
715-394-0223
cat Lovejoy, Cathy
715-394-0226

Director of Stewardship & Development
Capital Campaign, DSA Data Entry

starnowski@catholicdos.org
clovejoy@catholicdos.org

FINANCE
Lyons, Richard
Gronski, Cindy
Kroseman, Bernadine
Kossic, Christine
Aitken, Beckie
Petrey, Sheryl

715- 392-7571
715-394-0203
715-394-0230
715-394-0232
715-394-0236
715-394-0231
715-394-0210

Director of Finance
Assistant Finance Director
Insurance Supervisor
Administrative Assistant
Parish Accounting Clerk
Accounting Clerk /Payables

rlyons@catholicdos.org
cgronski@catholicdos.org
bkroseman@catholicdos.org
ckossic@catholicdos.org
raitken@catholicdos.org
spetrey@catholicdos.org

715-392-8268
715-394-0213
715-394-0214
414-769-3466

Staff Writer
Catholic Herald Office Manager
Managing Editor

adraper@catholicdos.org
mkasper@catholicdos.org
editor@superiorcatholicherald.org

Claims Risk Manager

paltmann@catholicmutual.org

Dir. of Ecclesial Ministries, Consultation, Diaconate Prep. & Lay Ministry

Chancery Fax
Numbers
General
715-392-2015
Bishop’s Office
715-395-3149
Charter
715-392-1042
Finance
715-395-3758

cat

CATHOLIC FORMATION
Drinkwine, Kathy
Jacobson, Tricia
cat

cat

CATHOLIC HERALD
Draper, Anita
Kasper, Marcy
Olszewski, Brian
cat

CATHOLIC MUTUAL INSURANCE
Altmann, Paul
715-394-0222
cat

BISHOP HAMMES CENTER 315 West Fifth Street, PO Box 280, HAUGEN, WI 54841
715-234-5044
Schoenfuss, Peggy
715-234-5044
Superintendent of Schools/Dir. of Dept. of Catholic Formation
Hurtubise, Chris
715-234-5044
Associate Director of Catholic Formation
Busse, Grace
715-234-5044
Administrative Assistant

pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
churtubise@catholicdos.org
gbusse@catholicdos.org

Bishop
Hammes Center
715-234-5241

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR STAFF - ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME

NAME
Aitken, Rebecca
Altmann, Paul
Birch, Paul
Busse, Grace
Deneau, Natasha
Draper, Anita
Drinkwine, Kathy
Gordon, Very Rev. Kevin
Gronski, Cindy
Hines, Linda
Holt, Patti
Hurtubise, Chris
Jacobson, Tricia
Kasinski, Deacon Ken
Kasper, Marcy
Kossic, Kris
Kroseman, Bernadine
Lieberg, Debra
Lovejoy, Cathy
Lyons, Richard
Newkirk, Christine
Petrey, Sheryl
Powers, Bishop James
Roe, Janelle
Schoenfuss, Peggy
Schultz, Mariah
Strugala, Adam
Tarnowski, Steve
Thompson, Rev. Thomas
Tobolski, Very Rev. James
Wildenberg, Pat

POSITION

EMAIL ADDRESS

PHONE

Parish Accounting Clerk
Catholic Mutual Claims Risk Manager
Director of the Office of Worship
Administrative Assistant: Bishop Hammes Center
Admin. Assist. Consultation, Diaconate, Lay Min., Worship
Catholic Herald Staff Writer
Administrative Services Coordinator, Safe Environment
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
Assistant Finance Director
Website Administrator
Marriage Tribunal Office Manager
Associate Director of Catholic Formation
Administrative Assistant: Safe Environment
Director of Diaconal Life
Catholic Herald Office Manager
Administrative Assistant
Insurance Supervisor
Chancellor; Director of Respect Life; Marriage
Capital Campaign, DSA Data Entry
Director of Administrative Services & Finance

raitken@catholicdos.org
paltmann@catholicmutual.org
pbirch@catholicdos.org
gbusse@catholicdos.org
ndeneau@catholicdos.org
adraper@catholicdos.org
kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org
kgordon@catholicdos.org
cgronski@catholicdos.org
lindahines7@gmail.com
pholt@catholicdos.org
churtubise@catholicdos.org
pjacobson@catholicdos.org
kkasinski@catholicdos.org
mkasper@catholicdos.org
kkossic@catholicdos.org
bkroseman@catholicdos.org
dlieberg@catholicdos.org
clovejoy@catholicdos.org
rlyons@catholicdos.org
cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
spetrey@catholicdos.org
pwildenberg@catholicdos.org
jroe@catholicdos.org
pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mschultz@catholicdos.org
astrugala@catholicdos.org
starnowski@catholicdos.org
tthompson@catholicdos.org
jtobolski@catholicdos.org
pwildenberg@catholicdos.org

715-394-0231
715-394-0222
715-394-0233
715-234-5044
715-394-0212
715-394-0213
715-394-0216
715-913-0183
715-394-0230
702-374-9548
715-394-0209
715-234-5044
715-394-0225
715-394-0235
715-394-0214
715-394-0236
715-394-0232
715-394-0240
715-394-0226
715-394-0203
715-394-0204
715-394-0210
715-394-0205
715-392-2937
715-234-5044
715-234-5044
715-394-0220
715-394-0223
715-394-0234
715-394-0207
715-394-0205

Dir. of Ecclesial Ministries, Consultation, Diac. Prep. & Lay Min.

Accounting/Payables
Bishop
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant to the Chancellor
Superintendent of Schools/Dir. of Dept. of Catholic Formation
Totus Tuus Intern
Buildings & Grounds: Supervisor/Engineer
Director of Stewardship & Development
Director of Vocations & Seminarians/Defender of the Bond
Marriage Tribunal Judicial Vicar/Vicar General
Bishop’s Executive Secretary

*Bishop Hammes Center Staff
Bishop Hammes Center Address
315 West Fifth Street
P.O. Box 280
Haugen, WI 54841
715-234-5044
Fax 715-234-5241

FAX #’S
Bishop Office
Bishop Hammes Center
Catholic Formation
Catholic Herald
Catholic Mutual
Chancery (Front Office)
Finance

715-395-3149
715-234-5241
715-392-1042
715-392-8656
715-392-1098
715-392-2015
715-395-3758
April 2016

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
CELEBRATES
WEDDING JUBILEES
If your 2016 wedding anniversary is one of the following*,
please join Bishop and other couples in celebrating.

* other years will be considered

WHEN:

Saturday, July 23, 2016

TIME:

11:00 a.m. Mass
12:30 p.m. Catered Lunch

WHERE:

Cathedral of Christ the King,
Superior, WI

CONTACT YOUR PARISH OFFICE FOR DETAILS.
Our lives are intertwined forever, blessed in faith,
filled with compassion, understanding and love.

PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
St. Joseph Catholic Church – Hayward, WI
May 17, 2016

I.

PRELIMINARIES
A. WELCOME
The Council was welcomed by Bishop Powers.
B. OPENING PRAYER
An opening prayer was led by Fr. Gerald Harris.
C. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by Bishop James Powers.
In the absence of the Chair and Vice-chair, Fr. Harris as Treasurer led the
meeting.
D. ROLL CALL:
Present: Bishop Powers, Frs. Edwin Anderson, John Anderson, Kevin
Gordon, Gerald Harris, Chris Kemp, Frank Kordek, Ronald Serrao,
Thomas Thompson.
Absent: Fr. Michael Tupa. Excused: Fr. James Tobolski.
Deans Present: Frs. John Anderson, John Drummy, Paul Paré, OFM, and
Fr. Phil Juza
Guests present: Richard Lyons, Christine Newkirk, Fr. John Gerritts, Deb
Lieberg

II.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 20, 2014 MINUTES
MOTION: Fr. Ed Anderson moved and Fr. Ronald Serrao seconded the
approval of the minutes of the August 19, 2014 meeting as written. Motion
carried unanimously.
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III.

APPROVAL OF CONSULTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

IV.

CHECK-IN AND DIALOGUE WITH BISHOP POWERS
Bishop Powers welcomed our visitors and guests.
Bishop Powers formally reinstated the Presbyteral Council and its
members. Terms of members were clarified by Deb Lieberg. New Deans
were welcomed and outgoing Deans thanked for their service.
Bishop signed the Articles and By-laws of the Presbyteral Council for the
Diocese of Superior.
A motion was made that Fr. Chris Kemp take on the term for the East
Deanery as he had recently moved from the South Central Deanery.
Motion made by Fr. John Anderson, seconded by Fr. Paré. Motion carried.
A motion was made to accept the change of terms of office as presented by
Deb Lieberg. Motion was made by Fr. Ed Anderson, seconded by Fr. Serrao.
Motion carried.
Later in the meeting nominations were made for the officers of the Council:
Fr. Gerald Harris was nominated for the position of Chair. Nominated by Fr.
Ed Anderson, seconded by Fr. Gordon. Nominations were closed. Fr. Harris
elected as Chair.
Fr. Chris Kemp was nominated as Vice Chair. Nominated by Fr. Gordon,
seconded by Fr. Ed Anderson. Nominations were closed. Fr. Kemp elected
as Vice-Chair.
Fr. Ronald Serrao was nominated as Treasurer. Nominated by Fr. Ed
Anderson, seconded by Fr. Kevin Gordon. Nominations were closed. Fr.
Serrao elected as Treasurer.
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Fr. James Tobolski was nominated as Secretary. Nominated by Fr.
Thompson, seconded by Fr. Gordon. Nominations were closed. Fr.
Tobolski elected as Secretary.
Bishop reported that the “lights are still on.” He looks to be more
collaborative with the Council and the presbyterate. He is hoping that we
have an optimistic atmosphere.
Bishop reported on the health of our priests:
Fr. Gabe Zepczyk died. His funeral will be Thursday. It was noted that he
was very grateful for the assistance he received towards the end.
Msgr. Heslin has moved into memory care and assisted living at the
Lighthouse in Superior.
Fr. Leonard Fraher will be celebrating his 60th anniversary of ordination. He
is living at Deerfield assisted living in New Richmond.
Fr. Joe Trinka has moved into full memory care at the nursing home in
Amery.
Fr. Dahlberg has moved into assisted living at St. Ann Residence in Duluth.
Fr. Joe Kleinheinz is improving and growing stronger.
Fr. Ron Levra is doing better.
Fr. Eugene Hornung is still living in the Veteran’s Home in Chippewa Falls.
Deacon Tom Weiss is still recovering and looking forward to returning
home soon.
Deacon Michael Cullen will be retiring as of May 29, 2016.
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V.

AGENDA REVIEW AND APPROVAL
The Agenda was accepted with the following additions:
Motion made by Fr. Ed Anderson, seconded by Fr. Serrao
Fr. Aaron Devett’s request for sabbatical
USCCB & Title IX
Stipends
SUMMIT
Model of Ministry

VI.

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to report.

VII.

VOCATIONS UPDATE
Fr. Thompson and Bishop reported. Vocation prayer is to continue in all
parishes. If you need cards, contact the Chancery or Fr. Thompson.
Permission has been received to photo copy the card for those needing to
tape it into their missalettes each year.
Bishop discussed how we should all be involved in Vocations work; he
stated that at this time we really cannot afford to have a full time Vocation
Director. We are preparing a model of regional or deanery Vocation
Directors who will work with an overall Vocation Director. We need to
work on getting support from families. Bishop commented on our history –
that we as a diocese have never maintained or provided the priests that we
need. Our history is one of having others from outside the Diocese come
in, some from other dioceses and some from overseas. We need to start
promoting and getting seminarians from the diocese for the diocese. It was
noted that there are some men studying for the priesthood from the
diocese – but for other dioceses or religious orders.
Fr. Thompson reported that we are currently working with two individuals
who wish to study for the diocese.
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VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Capital Campaign
Steve Tarnowski reported on the Capital Campaign (Faith in Our Future).
It has gone very well for the diocese and parishes. It should be wrapping
up this coming year – however, the diocese will continue to take
contributions as they come in.

THE COUNCIL BROKE FOR LUNCH AT 12:15 PM. Bishop led the Council in Grace.
RECONVENED AT 1:05 PM

IX.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Fr. Aaron Devett’s Request for Sabbatical
Fr. Devett is requesting a three-month sabbatical. Our policy provides
for a three-month sabbatical after 10 years’ service in the diocese. Fr.
Devett has only been with us for 5 years. After some discussion the
following motion was made: That Fr. Devett be granted a one-month
sabbatical as provided for in our policies. Motion by Fr. Ed Anderson,
seconded by Fr. Kordek. Passed. It was noted that Fr. Devett may be
able to use some vacation time in addition to the one-month sabbatical.
B. USCCB and Title IX
Bishop made us aware of the issues of Title IX. The Bishops’ Conference
is working on discussion points. It seems to not yet be an issue in the
Diocese, but we need to begin to think about it and answers to it.
C. STIPENDS
Bishop is concerned on how stipends are being taken and used in the
Diocese. He wants to insure that it is done properly. He will be putting
together an instruction regarding stipends and sending it out to the
parishes. He reminded us that all second stipends for a day are to be
sent to the St. Pius Priest Fund.
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D. SUMMIT – Superior Mutual Ministry Team
A few years ago SUMMIT took time to re-evaluate their programming.
Concern about the level of collaboration with the Department of
Catholic Formation had also arisen. Following a year of organizational
re-evaluation, SUMMIT has requested Bishop’s approval for their
reinstatement. If reinstated, Bishop expects that SUMMIT will work
with the Department of Catholic Formation and that SUMMIT’s
programs will not conflict with scheduled diocesan programs. Bishop
also noted that larger parishes can afford professional staff, while many
smaller parishes rely on volunteers who have less time and resources
available to support essential catechetical programming.
He
encouraged more collaboration between larger and smaller parishes in
support of the catechetical mission of the church.
X.

ONGOING FORMATION OF PRIESTS
A. PRIESTS’ RETREAT
Fr. Kevin reported. The date of the retreat will be September 12–15,
2016 at Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center in Trego, WI. The
presenter will be Rev. Msgr. David Kunz.
B. ANNUAL CLERGY WORKSHOP
Fr. Gordon reported that the Annual Ongoing Formation Workshop will
be October 16–18, 2016 at the Hotel Chequamegon in Ashland, WI. No
speaker had yet been selected; however, they are looking into having a
speaker from the USCCB to discuss Pope Francis’ new document Amoris
Laetitia (Joy of Love).

XI.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Fr. Harris noted that his parishes recently worked on long term planning –
especially in regards to transition. This information was shared with Dick
Huseby who has developed a curriculum based on that planning process.
Mr. Huseby is currently developing these materials and preparing to make
them available for future use.
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XII.

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, August 16, 2016, St. Joseph in Hayward, WI at 11:00 a.m.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING
Fr. Thompson moved, seconded by Fr. Ed Anderson to adjourn. Motion
passed.

Respectfully Submitted:

Rev. Thomas E. Thompson, Secretary
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ExCerpts From

This bulletin insert is excerpted from Married Love and the Gift of Life, a
statement of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
that was approved at its November 2006 General Meeting.

M

en and women considering marriage yearn for certain
things. They want to be accepted unconditionally by
each other. They want their marriage to be filled with
love and happiness. They want a family. In short, they want their
marriage to be a source of joy and fulfillment their whole life long.
God’s plan for marriage, from the time he first created human
beings as male and female, has always included all this and more.
What does the Church teach about
married love?
Marriage is more than a civil contract; it is a lifelong covenant of
love between a man and a woman. It is an intimate partnership in
which husbands and wives learn to give and receive love unselfishly,
and then teach their children to do so as well. Christian marriage in
particular is a “great mystery,” a sign of the love between Christ and
his Church (Eph 5:32).
Married love is powerfully embodied in the spouses’ sexual
relationship, when they most fully express what it means to become
“one body” (Gn 2:24) or “one flesh” (Mk 10:8, Mt 19:6). The
Church teaches that the sexual union of husband and wife is meant
to express the full meaning of love, its power to bind a couple
together and its openness to new life.
What does this have to do with
contraception?
A husband and wife express their committed love not only with
words, but with the language of their bodies.
Married love differs from any other love in the world. By its
nature, the love of husband and wife is so complete, so ordered to
a lifetime of communion with God and each other, that it is open
to creating a new human being they will love and care for together.
Part of God’s gift to husband and wife is this ability in and through
their love to cooperate with God’s creative power. Therefore, the
mutual gift of fertility is an integral part of the bonding power of
marital intercourse. That power to create a new life with God is at
the heart of what spouses share with each other.
Suppressing fertility by using contraception denies part of the
inherent meaning of married sexuality and does harm to the couple’s
unity. The total giving of oneself, body and soul, to one’s beloved
is no time to say: “I give you everything I am—except. . . .” The
Church’s teaching is not only about observing a rule, but about
preserving that total, mutual gift of two persons in its integrity.
Are couples expected to leave their family
size entirely to chance?
Certainly not. The Church teaches that a couple may generously
decide to have a large family, or may for serious reasons choose not

to have more children for the time being or even for an indefinite
period (Humanae Vitae, no. 10).
What should a couple do if they have a good
reason to avoid having a child?
A married couple can engage in marital intimacy during the naturally infertile times in a woman’s cycle, or after child-bearing years,
without violating the meaning of marital intercourse in any way.
This is the principle behind natural family planning (NFP).
Natural methods of family planning involve fertility education that
enables couples to cooperate with the body as God designed it.
What is natural family planning?
Natural family planning is a general name for the methods of family
planning that are based on a woman’s menstrual cycle. A man is
fertile throughout his life, while a woman is fertile for only a few
days each cycle during the child-bearing years. Some believe that
NFP involves using a calendar to predict the fertile time. That is
not what NFP is today. A woman experiences clear, observable signs
indicating when she is fertile and when she is infertile. Learning to
observe and understand these signs is at the heart of education in
natural family planning.
When a couple decides to postpone pregnancy, NFP can be
very effective. NFP can also be very helpful for couples who desire
to have a child because it identifies the time of ovulation. It is used
by many fertility specialists for this purpose. Thus a couple can have
marital relations at a time when they know that conception is most
likely to take place.
Is there really a difference between using
contraception and practicing natural
family planning?
On the surface, there may seem to be little difference. But the end
result is not the only thing that matters, and the way we get to that
result may make an enormous moral difference. Some ways respect
God’s gifts to us while others do not. Couples who have practiced
natural family planning after using contraception have experienced
a profound difference in the meaning of their sexual intimacy.
When couples use contraception, either physical or chemical,
they suppress their fertility, asserting that they alone have ultimate
control over this power to create a new human life. With NFP,
spouses respect God’s design for life and love. They may choose to
refrain from sexual union during the woman’s fertile time, doing
nothing to destroy the love-giving or life-giving meaning that is
present. This is the difference between choosing to falsify the full
marital language of the body and choosing at certain times not to
speak that language.

Is it true, as some claim, that some methods
of birth control can cause an abortion?
Some methods of birth control are aimed at preventing the union of
sperm and egg and therefore act only as contraceptives. These would
include barriers such as condoms and diaphragms.
By contrast, hormonal methods such as the Pill may work in
several ways. They can suppress ovulation or alter cervical mucus to
prevent fertilization, and thus act contraceptively. But they may at
times have other effects, such as changes to the lining of the uterus.
If the contraceptive action fails and fertilization takes place, these
hormonal methods may make it impossible for a newly conceived
life to implant and survive. That would be a very early abortion.
Medical opinions differ on whether or how often this may occur.
Currently there is no way to know precisely how these drugs work at
any given time in an individual woman.
Concern about the risk of causing an early abortion is stronger
in the case of pills taken after intercourse to prevent pregnancy
(“emergency contraception” or “morning-after pills”). In some cases
these pills are taken when sperm and egg have already joined to
create a new life, in which case the drug could not have any effect
except to cause an early abortion.
What has been the impact of contraception
on society? On married couples?
Many would likely be surprised at how long all Christian churches
agreed on this teaching against contraception. It was only in 1930
that some Protestant denominations began to reject this long-held
position. Those opposed to this trend predicted an increase in
premarital sex, adultery, acceptance of divorce, and abortion. Later,
in 1968, Pope Paul VI warned that the use of contraception would
allow one spouse to treat the other more like an object than a person, and that in time governments would be tempted to impose laws
limiting family size. Pope John Paul II called attention to the close
association between contraception and abortion, noting that “the
negative values inherent in the ‘contraceptive mentality’ . . . are
such that they in fact strengthen this temptation [to abortion] when
an unwanted life is conceived” (Evangelium Vitae, no. 13).
These predictions have come true. Today we see a pandemic
of sexually transmitted diseases, an enormous rise in cohabitation,
one in three children born outside of marriage, and abortion used by
many when contraception fails. A failure to respect married love’s
power to help create new life has eroded respect for life and for the
sanctity of marriage.
Conclusion
By using contraception, couples may think that they are avoiding
problems or easing tensions, that they are exerting control over their
lives. But the gift of being able to help create another person, a new
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human being with his or her own life, involves profound relationships. It affects our relationship with God, who created us complete
with this powerful gift. It involves whether spouses will truly love
and accept each other as they are, including their gift of fertility.
Finally, it involves the way spouses will spontaneously accept their
child as a gift from God and the fruit of their mutual love. Like all
important relationships with other persons, it is not subject solely
to our individual control. In the end, this gift is far richer and more
rewarding than that.
The Church’s teaching on marital sexuality is an invitation for
men and women—an invitation to let God be God, to receive the
gift of God’s love and care, and to let this gift inform and transform
us, so we may share that love with each other and with the world.

Where to Learn More
Web Site
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, www.usccb.org/
prolife/issues/nfp/index.shtml. (Offers information on Church teachings on conjugal love and responsible parenthood, methods of natural family planning [NFP], where to find local classes, and which
NFP organizations offer home study programs.)
Church Documents
Pope John Paul II. Encyclical Evangelium Vitae (On the Value and
Inviolability of Human Life). Washington, DC: USCCB, 1995.
Pope Paul IV. Encyclical Humanae Vitae (On the Regulation of Birth).
Washington, DC: USCCB, 1968.
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Pilgrim Year of Preparation

June 2016

FEATURED DATES
2 – The “Lajkonik” Festival in Krakow
On the first Thursday after Corpus Christi, this
700-year old Krakow folk festival includes a
costumed Tatar on horseback accompanied
by those in traditional Polish country attire, with
music, revelers, and dancing in Market Square.

3 – Year of Mercy: Sacred Heart of Jesus
In Rome today, Pope Francis celebrates a
Jubilee for Priests on a date that St. John Paul II
marked as a day of sanctification of priests;
2016 marks 160 years since the introduction of
the Sacred Heart feast by Pope Pius IX in 1856.
Pray for priests who have journeyed with WYD
pilgrims over the years, and for those whose
vocation to priesthood was inspired at WYD.

12 – Year of Mercy: Ill & Disabled Jubilee
In Rome today, Pope Francis celebrates a
Jubilee those who are ill and disabled. On this
day, pray for those suffering from sickness and
those handicapped in some way, and in a
particular way for any WYD pilgrims and alumni
who are ill, disabled, or handicapped.

14 – Flag Day
This day honors the flag of the United States, a
unifying symbol for its citizens. At World Youth
Day, consider the ways that you can honor the
American flag that you bear by your words, by
your actions, and by the example you set in an
international (as well as stateside) setting.

15 – Feast of Blessed Albertina Berkenbrock
One of the patrons of WYD Rio (2013)

19 – Father’s Day
Pray for all fathers on this day through the
intercession of St. Joseph; in a special way,
pray for the fathers of WYD pilgrims, and all
male WYD alumni who are now fathers.

20 – Anniversary of Renewing the Vision
On this date in 1997, the U.S. bishops approved
their framework for Catholic youth ministry

20 – Baptismal Day of St. John Paul II
In 1920, Karol Wojtyla was baptized on this day
at the parochial parish of Wadowice, Poland,
now called the Basilica Church of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

21 – Feast of St. Thomas More & St. John Fisher
Sixteenth century English martyrs and examples
of fidelity to the faith against civil authority;
patrons of religious liberty

Fortnight for Freedom 2016 begins
From June 21 to July 4, American Catholics
pray for religious liberty in our country.

24 – Feast of St. John the Baptist
Prophetic forerunner of Christ and model of
bold evangelization, even in the face of
persecution, ridicule, and martyrdom; on this
day, pray for courage on your pilgrim journey.

29 – Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul
Pillars of the faith who were essential to the
beginnings of Christianity after the Resurrection
of Jesus; martyred in Rome in the 60s A.D. On
this day, the pope bestows the pallium (stole)
on new archbishops. Both are buried in Rome
(at the Basilicas of St. Peter at the Vatican and
St. Paul Outside the Walls). Patrons of the city of
Rome and the Church Universal.

St. John Paul II gives millennium message
In advance of the Jubilee Year 2000, the pope
delivers this message on the Feast of Sts. Peter
and Paul to young people on the WYD Cross,
the Incarnation, and the city of Rome.

30 – Feast of the First Martyrs of Rome
First century Roman martyrs falsely accused by
the Emperor Nero of burning Rome in 64 A.D;
these men and women are some of the many
patrons of the city of Rome (site of the first
international gatherings of young people in
1984 and 1985, the annual papal Palm Sunday
celebration, and World Youth Day 2000).
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Pilgrim Year of Preparation

July 2016

FEATURED DATES
1 – Feast of St. Junipero Serra, O.F.M.
Spanish Franciscan friar and founder of the
missions of California; patron of vocations and
recently canonized saint from the United States.

4 – American Independence Day

16 – Feast of Our Lady of Aparecida
Patroness of Brazil and WYD Rio (2013)

17 – Feast of St. Hedwig (Jadwiga) of Poland
Fourteenth century Polish queen, patroness of
Poland, of queens, and of a united Europe.

On this day in 1776, the United States was born
when the 2nd Continental Congress approves
the Declaration of Independence. Pray in
thanksgiving for freedom and for our heritage.

20 – Anniversary of Apollo 11 Moon Landing

Feast of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

23-28 –Anniversary of WYD Toronto (2002)

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati is one of the primary
patrons of young adults and many of the
international World Youth Day gatherings; in a
special way, Pier Giorgio has been designated
by the USCCB as a patron for all WYD pilgrims
from the United States. Pier Giorgio was
adventurous, committed to working for the
poor, devoted to the Eucharist, and loyal to
friends and family. Named by Pope John Paul II
“The Man of the Eight Beatitudes,” his body will
travel to Krakow for WYD 2016 later this month.

6 – Feast of St. Maria Goretti
Patroness of young women, especially those
who suffer from sexual abuse, and one of the
patrons of WYD Sydney (2008)

7 – Feast of Blessed Peter To Rot
One of the patrons of WYD Sydney (2008)

13 – Feast of St. Teresa of the Andes
One of the patrons of WYD Rio (2013)

14 – Feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Patroness of WYDUSA and Native Americans,
and a young adult from North America who
was persecuted for her Catholic beliefs; one of
the patrons of WYD Toronto (2002).

15-20 – Anniversary of WYD Sydney (2008)
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses.
(Acts 1:8)

On this day in 1969, we landed on the moon.
Pray for all those who work in the sciences.
You are the salt of the earth. You are the light
of the world. (Matt. 5:13-14)

23-28 –Anniversary of WYD Rio (2013)
Go make disciples of all nations. (Matt. 28:19)

25 – Feast of St. James the Apostle
St. James the Apostle walked with Jesus in the
New Testament, and journeyed with Christ up
Mount Tabor to witness the Transfiguration with
his brother John and Simon Peter. Through the
centuries, St. James continues to walk with
those who make pilgrimage, especially along
the Camino de Santiago in Spain. He is the
patron of all pilgrim travelers, including those
journeying to World Youth Day 2016. Patron
saint of WYD Santiago de Compostela (1989).

26-31 – Stateside WYD Pilgrimages, USA
Youth and young adults across the United
States participate digitally and gather for local
stateside celebrations of World Youth Day.

26-31 – World Youth Day Krakow (2016)
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive
mercy (Mt. 5:7); Pope Francis and 2.5 million
people come to Krakow, Poland, for the 31st
celebration of World Youth Day in the land of
its founder, St. John Paul II.
The World Youth Day pilgrimage does not end
here. It continues on in the missionary spirit of
all WYD participants for years to come.
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