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CANONIZATION OF BLESSED
TERESA OF KOLKATA
SEPTEMBER 4, 2016
The Memorial of Saint Teresa of
Kolkata will be added to the General
Roman Calendar soon. Propers for the
celebration of her Memorial will be
released at that time.
LABOR DAY CHANCERY SCHEDULE
The Chancery will be closed on Monday,
September 5, 2016, in celebration of Labor Day.
Voicemail can be used for messages.
LABOR DAY
SEPTEMBER 5, 2016
Labor Day is one of the four special days of prayer
in the Diocese of Superior. The focus of prayer
for this particular day is the promotion of human
rights and equality. The Mass for the
Sanctification of Human Labor may be used
(Masses for Various Needs and Occasions, section
II, number 26), along with readings found at
lectionary numbers 907-911. SEE ENCLOSURE.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR
PEACE IN OUR COMMUNITIES

SEPTEMBER 9, 2016
In response to the violent tragedies of recent
months, USCCB president Archbishop Joseph E.
Kurtz has called for a National Day of Prayer for
Peace in Our Communities. Bishop Powers has
asked parishes that have a regularly scheduled
Mass on that Friday to use special readings and
Prayers of the Faithful. All are asked to pray a
rosary for peace.

DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CALENDAR
The diocesan liturgical calendar is now available:
http://catholicdos.org/liturgical-seasons
LITURGICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR
SEPTEMBER 11
Patriot Day is observed September 11 to mark the
15th anniversary of the terrorist attacks against the
United States. Go to the USCCB website,
www.usccb.org, for useful resources to
honor the memory of those who died. Also, a
“Blue Mass” may be celebrated during the week of
the anniversary to honor all firefighters, police
officers and emergency medical technicians who
serve the local community, as well as those who
have died this past year. The Mass for the
Preservation of Peace and Justice may be used
(Masses for Various Needs and Occasions, section
II, number 30) along with readings found in the
Lectionary at numbers 887-891.
ANNUAL PRIESTS’ RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 12-15, 2016
The Annual Priests’ Retreat will be held Monday,
September 12 through Thursday, September 15 at
the Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center,
Trego. A mailing was sent to all priests in August.
Contact Rev. Kevin Gordon: 715-913-0183;
kgordon@catholicdos.org.

SUMMI KICK OFF EVENT
SEPTEMBER 15, 2016
Summit, Superior Mutual Ministry Team, will host
Tom Thibodeau to speak on Ritual and
Celebration. Anyone who is involved in ministry
is invited to attend. Contact Kim Palmer: 715-2464652; k.palmer@frontiernet.net. See Enclosure.

CORRECTION
Because the Memorial of our diocesan patron Augustine of Hippo (August 28) fell on a Sunday this year, it was not celebrated
as such. This was incorrectly reported in last month’s bulletin. We apologize for any confusion this inaccuracy caused.

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 18, 2016
THEME: PRAYER – THE FAITH PRAYED

2016 ELECTION
FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL
CITIZENSHIP

Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity to reflect on
the role that each person plays, by virtue of
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a
witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is open
for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a
community of faith. As in past years, a variety of
materials, free of charge on-line, have been
prepared to assist clergy, parish catechists,
Catholic school teachers, and the faithful to
celebrate Catechetical Sunday, not only in
September but throughout 2016-2017. USCCB
Publishing will also sell printed copies of prayer
cards, family commitment cards, posters, and
certificates in English and Spanish.
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/howwe-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/index.cfm

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is a
teaching document from the bishops on the
political responsibility of Catholics. It represents
guidance in the rights and duties for Catholics in
our democracy. Clergy and the lay faithful are
encouraged to use this statement to help form
their consciences; to teach those entrusted to their
care; to contribute to civil and respectful public
dialogue; and to shape political choices in the
coming election in light of Catholic teaching. It is
available to read on line or copies may be
purchased. http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/faithful-citizenship/;

DEACON SPIRITUAL RETREAT WEEKEND
SEPTEMBER 24-25, 2016
The Deacon Spiritual Retreat Weekend is planned
for September 24-25. The presenter will be
Deacon Craig Voldberg. The theme of the retreat
will be Deacons and married life. The location is
TBD in the northeast portion of the diocese.
Contact Deacon John Grek, Director of Diaconal
Life: 715-394-0235; jgrek@catholicdos.org.
REBOOT! LIVE!
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016
Real Life Catholic presents
this life changing event for
youth (12+) and adults.
Reboot Live! will be held
Wednesday September 28,
2016, at Spooner High
School, 801 Co Hwy A, Spooner, WI. Chris
Stefanick, a Catholic youth speaker, will speak on
the beauty and genius of the Gospel in every
aspect of life. Organizers are expecting a packed
house (1600). Buy tickets now to guarantee a seat.
Tickets are $19 and are on sale now at the
following parishes in the cities of: Superior,
Spooner, Hayward, Rice Lake, and Ladysmith as
well as online at: http://reallifecatholic.com/rebootlive-participants//

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithfulcitizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title.cfm

Non-Partisanship: The Church does not and will
not engage in partisan politics.
The enclosed Faithful Citizenship Resources may
be used as bulletin inserts or distributed to the
faithful in a manner which works best for each
parish. All priests, deacons, parish directors,
parish life coordinators and lay leaders are
encouraged to make these resources available to
the faith communities. SEE ENCLOSURES. Other
resources available on USCCB website:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithfulcitizenship/index.cfm

The following bulletin announcement is also
available for publication:
“We strongly urge all parishioners to register, to
become informed on key issues, and to vote. The
Church does not support or oppose any candidate,
but seeks to focus attention on the moral and
human dimensions of issues. We do not authorize
the distribution of partisan political materials on
parish property.”
Contact Debra Lieberg, Chancellor:
715-394-0240; dlieberg@catholicdos.org.
INITIAL FORMATION FOR DIOCESANCERTIFIED LAY LEADERS OF PRAYER

SEPTEMBER 30 – OCT 1 & NOVEMBER 4 - 5, 2016
The two required formation sessions for those
seeking diocesan certification as Lay Leaders of
Prayer are Sept. 30 - Oct. 1 and Nov. 4 - 5, and
take place at Nativity of Our Lord Church,
Rhinelander; St. Joseph Site/Nativity North.
(Both weekends begin Friday evening and

conclude late Saturday afternoon.) Each applicant
for this training must be specifically selected
and/or recommended by his/her pastor, parish life
coordinator or parish director. All lay people who
lead Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a
Priest or Weekday Communion Services in their
parishes should be recipients of this diocesan
certification. Click here for the registration flyer:
http://catholicdos.org/documents/2016/8/2016_LLOP_Initial
FormationFlyer.pdf. For further information contact
Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.

2016-2017 RESPECT LIFE THEME
MOVED BY MERCY
RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY is OCTOBER 2 and begins
the new year for the USCCB Respect Life
Program for 2016-2017. This year’s theme is
Moved by Mercy. All parishes received a Respect
Life Packet from USCCB compliments of the
Diocesan Respect Life Office. Additional
materials can be downloaded or purchased by
clicking on the following link:
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-lifeprogram/order-respect-life-program-materials.cfm.

Priests, Parish Directors and Parish Life
Coordinators are strongly encouraged to select a
volunteer(s) in the parish to assist in implementing
programs/projects and/or providing resources to
parishioners with regard to respect life and social
justice issues. Contact Debra Lieberg:
715-394-0240; dlieberg@catholicdos.org.
RESPECT LIFE MONTH EVENT
OCTOBER 8, 2016
To kick off the new year for the USCCB Respect
Life Program for 2016-2017, plan on attending
this event featuring two amazing
speakers/presenters:


Chad Judice, nationally known
motivational speaker, award
winning author of three inspiring
books, Waiting for Eli, Eli’s Reach and
Special Children, Blessed Father.
www.chadjudice.com.
 Barbara Sella, Associate
Director of the Wisconsin
Catholic Conference (WCC); will
speak on Faithful Citizenship in
this election year. www.wisconsincatholic.org.

Saturday, October 8, 2016; 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
(lunch included) at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
Church, Medford; $15 advance ticket; $20 at the
door. Don’t want to drive? Ride the Bus! Seating
is limited. $25.00 ticket for bus & event. Contact
Debra Lieberg, Chancellor: 715-394-0240;
dlieberg@catholicdos.org. SEE ENCLOSURE.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS
OCTOBER 4, 2016, JANUARY 10 & APRIL 25, 2017

Mark Your Calendars! The Office of Ecclesial
Ministry & Diocesan Consultation is pleased to
provide three new opportunities for Pastors, Parish
Life Coordinators/Parish Directors, Deacons,
Religious Sisters, Parish Catechetical Leaders
(Principals, Teachers, DREs, CREs, Youth
Ministers) and Parish Leadership Teams (include
all parish leaders) to learn and grow together.
The topics include:




Corporal Works of Mercy
Grief and Bereavement:
A sense of loss comes in all shapes and sizes

Specific TBA – Servant Leadership
Development

Sessions will be held at St. Joseph’s Parish Center
in Hayward. It is hoped that participants will take
advantage of these opportunities by attending as
an entire parish leadership team. Full description
and registration will be mailed soon and will also
be available on the Diocesan Website. Contact
Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204;
cnewkirk@catholicdos.org.

ANNUAL CLERGY WORKSHOP
OCTOBER 16-18, 2016
The Annual Clergy Ongoing Formation Workshop
will be held Sunday, October 16 through Tuesday,
October 18. Contact Rev. Kevin Gordon:
715-913-0183; kgordon@catholicdos.org.
54TH ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 28, 2015
The 54th Annual Fall Conference will be held
Friday, October 28 at St. Joseph Parish, Rice
Lake. The keynote presenter is David Rinaldi. The
theme is Encounter! Contact Kathy Drinkwine:
715-394-0216; kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org.

2016-2017 Marriage Preparation
Schedule has been updated. SEE ENCLOSURE.

RESOURCES FROM LTP AT DISCOUNT PRICES
The Office of Worship offers parishes all (LTP)
Liturgy Training Publications resources at the best
price! Up to 40% off! This discount is available
only to parishes in the Diocese of Superior. Order
before the 15th of the month. Contact Natasha
Deneau: 715-394-0212; ndeneau@catholicdos.org
http://catholicdos.org/worship-resources
LITTLE BOOKS
The 2016-2017 Little Books are now available
from Little Books of the Diocese of Saginaw, Inc.
The Little Books will follow the usual format for
the 2016-2017 liturgical year, including
Advent/Christmas, Lent and Easter. Also available
are the Little Burgundy Books on Stewardship and
Introductions to the Sunday Scriptures for all three
cycles. SEE ENCLOSURES.
LOOKING AHEAD:
ORDER OF CELEBRATING
MATRIMONY WORKSHOPS
November 12 & 19, 2016
These presentations in Hayward (the 12th) and
Woodruff (the 19th) are for any clergy unable to
attend the October 16th portion of their Ashland
workshop, all those who assist with marriage
preparation at the parish level and all pastoral
musicians involved in parish wedding liturgies.
Registration flyers will be available in next
month’s bulletin. For further information contact
Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.

NEW DIOCESAN STAFF
Welcome Deacon John
Grek, Director of
Diaconal Life. Deacon
John and his wife, Barb
live in Moquah and he
serves both the Ashland
cluster and St. Michael’s
in Iron River. John
served in the Air Force for 20 years and enjoys
Valencia oranges.

CLERGY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3
4
6
17
18
21
23

Deacon Joe Stefancin
Fr. Jim Hoffman
Fr. Leonard Fraher - 90years!
Fr. Virgil Heinen
Fr. Jerry Hagen
Fr. Andrew Ricci
Deacon Bob Jetto

PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
SEPT. 10 - FR. OTTO BUCHER, OFM CAP 57 YEARS
SEPT . 15 - FR. JOHN GERRITTS 25 YEARS
SEPT. 20 - FR. THOMAS THOMPSON 26 YEARS
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Ethics and Medics – September 2016
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A Commentary of the National Catholic Bioethics Center on Health Care and the Life Sciences
Also in this issue: “An Argument against Mitochondrial Replacement” by Jo Markette

Moving the Goalposts in
Human Embryo R esearch

scientific opinion that significant theoretical and therapeutic
knowledge could be obtained by extending the rule.2
Specifically, researchers could learn more about human
development, the causes of miscarriages, and stem cell
production. To Harris, the fourteen-day rule has been
valuable insofar as it showed that scientists can play by the
rules and regulations. Now that this has been proved to his
satisfaction, we have no need to worry about sliding down
a slippery slope by extending research to twenty-one days.

Kevin Wilger

T

o

Harris’s line of reasoning is missing quite a few details.
Let us disregard, for the moment, his utilitarian ethic and
somewhat fallacious appeal to the authority of scientists’
opinion. The obvious question remains: why twenty-one
days? Isn’t this limit just as arbitrary as the one before it?
What is the logical basis for saying that we can experiment
on human beings only until they are twenty-one days old?
Furthermore, what is to stop future scientific advancements
from calling each new boundary into question, as is happening now with the current one? To his credit, Harris rightly
points out the hypocrisy in allowing abortion in England
up to twenty-four weeks’ gestation but making research on
human embryos illegal after fourteen days. It is completely
illogical to allow a fifteen-day-old human being to be killed
in utero yet prohibit experimentation on a fifteen-day-old
human being in vitro.

he debate over the ethics of manufacturing and
destroying human embryos has captured the interest of scientific, philosophic, and religious communities once again. In the May issues of Nature and Nature
Cell Biology, researchers from Rockefeller University and
Cambridge University reported a new in vitro system that
allows for the study of postimplantation human embryos.1
The significance of this system is vast. Scientists are now
able to culture human embryos for twelve to thirteen days,
obtaining new data about their development after implantation. Previously, a human embryo would not survive much
longer than day 7, which is typically when it implants into
the wall of the uterus. In fact, the new procedure’s simulated
implantation environment worked so well that one group of
researchers had to destroy the embryos thirteen days after
fertilization. This was done to avoid conducting embryo
research at fourteen days or beyond, which would violate
guidelines established by the National Academies’ Human
Embryonic Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee and
the International Society for Stem Cell Research. Naturally,
the success of the new process has prompted scientists
and journalists alike to question the validity of both the
fourteen-day rule and the proper boundaries of research
on human embryos.

N

Other voices express similar opinions. In a comment
article in Nature, authors Insoo Hyun, Amy Wilkerson,
and Josephine Johnston recognize that the fourteen-day
rule is not a logically rigorous designator of moral status
but a public policy tool that permits scientific research
while showing respect for those who have “diverse views
on human-embryo research.” 3 Banning embryo research
would be extremist and would not be good public policy
in a pluralistic society, say the authors. Their recommendation is for researchers of human development to engage in
public relations about why their research matters and design
experiments in a way that addresses people’s moral concerns,
never mind the fact that the experimentation itself is at the
heart of the ethical debate.

An Arbitrary Rule Comes under Fire

umerous voices have challenged the fourteen-day rule.
In an opinion piece in the Guardian (UK), John Harris,
professor emeritus in science ethics at the University of
Manchester, argues that human embryo research should
be permitted until twenty-one days, citing the majority

Some dissenting opinions have arisen, however. Henry
Greely, director of Stanford’s Center for Law and the
Biosciences, expresses his skepticism and concern in a small
opinion article posted on the Law and Biosciences blog: “It
was easy to promise not to do research past 14 days (or the
appearance of the primitive streak) because no one could
keep ex vivo human embryos alive past at most nine days

Kevin Wilger is a Presidential Fellow at Temple University, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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(usually seven). But now two groups have kept human
embryos alive on ‘in vitro implantation platforms’ for 12 or
13 days. . . . At the same time as the scientific publication
comes a call to ‘revisit’ this limit. Frankly, I am not convinced.” 4 This objection is a strong one. How can researchers like Harris, Hyun, Wilkerson, and Johnston say that
the fourteen-day rule shows that scientists can obey public
policy when, as soon as an extension becomes feasible technologically, a major push to revise the rule begins? Greely
concludes his article by noting that human development is
a seamless process in which morally acceptable lines after
fourteen days are nonexistent.

took his origin.” These rights are ours “from the moment of
conception until death” (n. 2273). An embryo thus has the
same rights as every human being. Denying embryos’ rights
to not be manufactured, experimented on, and murdered
because they are thirteen instead of fifteen days old is age
discrimination and, quite frankly, tyranny.

T

The call by scientists and philosophers to revisit the
fourteen-day rule is nothing but an attempt to move the
debate closer to legitimizing unlimited experimentation on
human embryos. The argument for the new twenty-oneday rule is not intellectually sophisticated in any sense. It
mainly appeals to a utilitarian ethic, where more leniency
in experimentation might yield more therapeutic interventions in the future. Catholics, armed with an understanding
of language and the reality of human rights, know that the
loss of one human being is much too high a price to pay.

Getting Back to the Basics

he metaphorical goalposts are on the move. The push
behind the debate over the fourteen-day rule is nothing more than an attempt to move discussion away from
the ethics of manufacturing and experimenting on human
embryos. It aims to advance the majority narrative that
experimenting on manufactured human embryos is morally
licit. This position is evident when supporters suggest that
the experimentation limit should be moved but do not
provide any moral justification for the extension. For them,
any discussion about increasing the fourteen-day rule only
serves to entrench it as a legitimate moral dividing line in the
first place, which it is not. A return to the basic understanding of the person is desperately needed to further defend the
Catholic position and plant the goalposts in solid ground.

Notes
1. Alessia Deglincerti et al, “Self-Organization of the In Vitro
Attached Human Embryo,” letter, Nature 533.7602 (May 12,
2016): 251–254, doi:10.1038/nature17948; and Marta N. Shahbazi
et al, “Self-Organization of the Human Embryo in the Absence of
Maternal Tissues,” Nature Cell Biology 18.6 (June 18, 2016): 700–708,
doi:10.1038/ncb3347.
2. John Harris, “It’s Time to Extend the 14-Day Limit for Embryo
Research,” Guardian, May 6, 2016, http://www.theguardian.com/.
3. Insoo Hyun, Amy Wilkerson, and Josephine Johnston, “Embryology Policy: Revisit the 14-Day Rule,” Nature 533.7602 (May 12,
2016): 169–171, doi:10.1038/533169a.
4. Henry Greely, “In Vitro Human Embryos and the 14-Day Rule,”
Law and Biosciences blog, May 4, 2016, http://law.stanford.edu/.
5. Tad Pacholczyk, “Embryos and the ‘14-Day Rule,’” Making Sense
of Bioethics, May 2016, http://www.ncbcenter.org/publications
/making-sense-out-bioethics/.

Perhaps nothing can be more helpful in this than a
return to a proper understanding and use of language.
The language used by advocates of experimentation is
intentionally confusing to laymen, muddling the debate
to favor the advocates of research on the human embryo.
For instance, Harris never precedes the word embryo with
the word human, effectively suggesting that scientists are
experimenting on something that is not distinctly human,
a foreign entity. However, as Rev. Tad Pacholczyk, bioethicist and director of education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center, rightly points out, “Every one of us was
once an embryo, [which] remains an indisputable scientific
dogma, causing a ‘fingernails on the chalkboard’ phenomenon for researchers every time they choose to experiment
on embryos or destroy them for research.” 5 In the context
of stem cells or abortion, terms like embryo and fetus are
simply describing at what stage a human being is in development, not unlike the terms infant, toddler, child, preteen,
teenager, adult, and elderly person. In fact, the word embryo is
derived from the Greek “to swell,” indicating that there is a
something that is swelling. In this case, it is a human being.

Three’s a Crowd:
A n A rgument against
Mitochondrial R eplacement
Jo Markette

Another fundamental is that human beings have rights
that should not be violated. The majority of people recognize
that they have been wronged when another person steals
from or injures them. Are rights granted to us by a majority vote, by the Constitution, or by scientists on an ethics
board? No. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that
our rights “belong to human nature and are inherent in the
person by virtue of the creative act from which the person

A

o

ccording to the United Mitochondrial Disease
Foundation, “Each year, 1,000 to 4,000 children in
the United States are born with a mitochondrial
disease.” A genetic defect passed on exclusively through
the mother, mitochondrial disorders devastate a body’s
ability to convert food and oxygen to energy—adenosine

2
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triphosphate (ATP)—and inhibit proper functioning of cells
in major organs like the heart, lungs, and brain.1

sperm fertilizes an ovum that comprises the donor’s mtDNA
and the mother’s nucleus. Similar to PNT, the donor egg’s
nucleus is extracted and destroyed. While this second
option at first appears to be the lesser of two evils, as it
does not destroy a human being, Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk
argues that the technology is still illicit because it defies the
significance of authentic parenthood:

All variants of mitochondrial disease derive from two
sources: mutations within the nuclear DNA (nDNA) and
mutations within mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA). When
the average person thinks of DNA, it is the first sort: genecarrying chromosomes that determine our appearance
and dispositions following fertilization. But the cytoplasm
surrounding the nucleus also contains mitochondria, each
with its own DNA, called mtDNA, which is coded differently than the nDNA in the nucleus.

We are not actually repairing a defective egg, but constructing a new, alternative, and clearly different egg
out of the contributions from two separate women. The
final egg produced really belongs to neither woman, so
that the technological manipulations introduce a fissure
between any child conceived from the engineered egg
and both “mothers.” The child becomes “distanced” or
“orphaned” from both women involved in the process.4

Mitochondrial diseases are treatable only through
genetic modification. The United Kingdom recently legalized mitochondrial replacement therapy, giving parents
two options for treatment: pronuclear transfer (PNT) and
maternal spindle transfer (MST).

D

A rights mentality and false compassion surround
both options, which follow the logic that the ends justify
the means. The ends of both PNT and MST are a diseasefree child and the eradication of hereditary mitochondrial
disease. Even if the participants do not end a human life
to accomplish their goals, they certainly introduce a third
biological parent into the sacred responsibility of conception
and parenthood. Taking innocent human life can never be
justified. Moreover, intentionally fracturing God’s intention for the family unit—one male father and one female
mother—violates the natural order of procreation and can
never be justified either.

Pronuclear Transfer

uring PNT, two eggs are fertilized outside the womb.
The first zygote has healthy pronuclei—the chromosome-bearing nuclei from the sperm and the egg cell—
surrounded by abnormal mitochondria inherited from the
mother. The second zygote, generated from the father’s
sperm and a donor’s ovum, has healthy pronuclei and
healthy mitochondria inherited from the donor. At this
point, technology has produced two preborn human beings.
A technician removes the pronuclei from each zygote
and puts the father/mother pronuclei into the second
zygote so that it can achieve viability within the healthy
mitochondrial environment. The father/donor pronuclei
are destroyed. Technicians then follow typical procedures
for in vitro fertilization by inserting the three-parent hybrid
zygote into the mother’s womb for implantation and
gestation. Through this medical innovation, proponents
claim that science can now radically reduce the chances
that children will inherit the mutant organelles that cause
incurable diseases.2

The United Kingdom has moved the genetic normative
bar for parenthood—established by the Creator from the
beginning of humanity—from two contributors of gamete
material to three contributors, under the conviction that
mtDNA does not interfere with nDNA, the genetic coding
that determines “the characteristics normally associated
with individual identity.” 5

L

ondon’s Christian Concern and Christian Legal Centre
challenges the term “mitochondria replacement” on the
grounds that nuclear material(the pronuclei or the nucleus),
not the mitochondria, is transferred in both MST and PNT.
They suggest the use of a more accurate term, such as nuclear
donation or chromosomal transplantation.6 Again, the more
accurate terms highlight the fact that these techniques are
not cures: instead, there is substitution rather than repair,
experimentation rather than therapy.

On the surface, this process eradicates the risk of
mitochondrial disease by simply swapping mitochondrial
environments, akin to “changing a faulty battery in a car.” 3
However, the two embryos are half-siblings who share the
same father. Unlike replacing an ACDelco with a DieHard
battery, this procedure requires one sibling to sacrifice his
life in order for his brother to live. The sole purpose of
creating this human being is to kill him and repurpose his
embryonic parts. Viewing it through this lens, we must
conclude that this option is immoral and illicit.

M

What’s in a Name?

Moreover, some scientists question the safety of mitochondrial replacement and disagree with the green light
that the United Kingdom has given them. Klaus Reinhardt
et al. caution that “studies on model organisms, ranging
from mice to fruit flies, indicate that [mitochondrial replacement] can profoundly change the expression profiles of
nuclear genes and affect a range of important traits such
as individual development, cognitive behavior, and key
health parameters.” Additionally, “the results from mice
and invertebrates suggest that many deleterious effects of
[mitochondrial replacement] would not be revealed until
adulthood.” 7 Joerg Burgstaller et al. echo the concern that

Maternal Spindle Transfer

aternal spinal transfer entails a procedure similar to
the one explained above, save one vital detail: the
nucleus in the donor’s egg is replaced by the nucleus from
the mother’s egg before fertilization. In this case, the father’s

Jo Markette, EdD, is the director of curriculum and planning and an
assistant professor at the University of Mary–Tempe, in Arizona.
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The views expressed here are those of
the individual authors and may advance
positions that have not yet been
doctrinally settled. Ethics & Medics makes
every effort to publish articles that are
consonant with the magisterial teachings
of the Catholic Church.

between a married couple is denied its nature of exclusivity. Finally, those most vulnerable face possible exploitation
and experimentation: poverty-stricken women who seek
recompense for their sex genes, and preborn children who
face the unknown ramifications of germ-line alteration.13
While compassion drives us to find a remedy for mitochondrial disease, strong evidence suggests that mitochondrial
replacement therapy fails to meet this need.

“disease could later become manifest despite the treatment.” 8 Shockingly, only one study, in which four monkeys
were observed only until they were four years old, has been
done to determine what risks mitochondrial replacement
might pose to human beings.9

Is This Organ Donation?
Unlike organ donors, “mitochondria donors” bequeath
mtDNA from generation to generation.10 Consider the difference between mtDNA donors and organ donors more carefully: A lung donor provides an organ to another alreadyliving human being; the donor’s contribution allows the
recipient to live longer, but the donation itself did not initiate
the genesis of the recipient’s very life. No one would mistake
an organ donor for a potential or real parent of the recipient.
The very fact that this question is debated indicates that the
status of an organ donor is very different from the status of
a mitochondria donor. Furthermore, the Center for Genetics
and Society describes the relationship between the child and
the original couple as “mostly genetically related,”11 whereas
genetic status is never in question following an organ transplant. Parents contribute to the very existence of their child.
According to this principle, the donor becomes a third parent, opening myriad legal, social, and emotional implications
that will challenge the very fabric of our society.12
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The Ethical Implications

ndoubtedly, the deep pain associated with mitochondrial disease tempts suffering families to grasp at any
scientific solution that promises hope. Yet the high stakes do
not justify mitochondrial replacement. While biotechnology
allows scientists to reconstruct embryos, the serious ethical
concerns surrounding this procedure negate its liceity.
The gift of human life and its inestimable and irreplaceable value are reduced to a person’s utility as components
of a manufactured product. Additionally, the sexual union
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WORD OF LIFE: SEPTEMBER 2016
Intercessions for Life
September 4th

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

For our nation:
May God unite us in peace
and respect for each other
and all human life;
We pray to the Lord:
September 11th

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For those who mourn
the loss of loved ones:
May the Father’s tender embrace
comfort them in their sorrow;
We pray to the Lord:
September 18th

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the unborn, the poor,
and all who are cast to the margins:
May the Lord keep them from affliction
and safeguard them in his care;
We pray to the Lord:
September 25th

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For members of the Church:
May God open our eyes to his gift of life
and move our hearts with compassion
to protect and care for it;
We pray to the Lord:

View, download, and order the 2015-2016 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - SEPTEMBER 2016

Bulletin Briefs
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time.

Sunday, September 4, 2016
“God of peace, bring your peace to our violent world…
Comfort and console us, strengthen us in hope,
and give us the wisdom and courage
to work tirelessly for a world
where true peace and love reign.”
— Pope Francis, “Prayer of Remembrance” (www.goo.gl/Tp6gMA)
Ground Zero Memorial, New York, September 25, 2015

Sunday, September 11, 2016
“Heal… the pain of still-grieving families
and all who lost loved ones in this tragedy.
Give them strength to continue their lives
with courage and hope.”
— Pope Francis, “Prayer of Remembrance” (www.goo.gl/Tp6gMA)
Ground Zero Memorial, New York, September 25, 2015

Sunday, September 18, 2016
“Pope Francis has seen a deeper link between the poor and the unborn. They are both among
the first victims of a ‘throw-away society.’”
— “Poverty and Abortion: A Vicious Cycle”* (www.goo.gl/8sjzwZ)
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
*Call 866-582-0943 to order. Item #1443 (English)/ Item #1453 (Spanish)

Sunday, September 25, 2016
“When we stand before Jesus crucified, we see the depth of his love
which exalts and sustains us, but at the same time, unless we are
blind, we begin to realize that Jesus’ gaze, burning with love,
expands to embrace all his people.”
— Pope Francis, Evangelii gaudium, no. 268 (www.goo.gl/ZJAtjF)
© 2013 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission.
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WORD OF LIFE - SEPTEMBER 2016
Bulletin Art
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. Other images
are available at www.goo.gl/cs6nXJ. Please do not alter any images in any way, other than the size.
Thank you!

Sunday, September 18, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/JgWuT9)

Sunday, September 25, 2016
(Download: www.goo.gl/yBQS42)

View, download, and order the 2015-2016 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife
Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
St. Joseph Church – Hayward, WI
August 16, 2016
I.

PRELIMINARIES
A. WELCOME
A warm welcome was offered by Father Gerald Harris, Chairman.
B. OPENING PRAYER
Father Harris led those in attendance in an opening prayer for meetings.
C. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Bishop James Powers called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m. Roll call was
offered by Fr. Tobolski, Secretary.
In attendance were Bishop James Powers, Reverend Edwin Anderson, Very
Reverend Kevin Gordon, Reverend Gerald Harris, Reverend Gregory Hopefl,
Very Reverend Chris Kemp, Reverend Frank Kordek, OFM, Very Reverend
Paul Pareˊ, OFM, Reverend Andrew Ricci, Reverend Ronald Serrao, Reverend
Thomas Thompson, Very Reverend James Tobolski and Reverend Michael
Tupa.
Deans Very Reverend John Gerritts and Very Reverend Philip Juza were also in
attendance.
Staff members present included Debra Lieberg, Richard Lyons, Christine
Newkirk and Steve Tarnowski.

II.

APPROVAL OF MAY 17, 2016 MEETING MINUTES
Motion: Fr. Tobolski moved and Fr. Kordek seconded the minutes approved as
written. Motion carried unanimously.

III.

CHECK-IN AND DIALOGUE WITH BISHOP POWERS
Bishop Powers reported that he had attended the Assumption Mass and dedication of
the Marian Shrine near Green Bay, Wisconsin. It was announced at the liturgy that
the shrine had been given an approved status as a National Shrine in the United
States. Bishop Powers and Father Gordon shared several health updates regarding
clergy. All clergy seemed to be doing well. Bishop Powers then welcomed Frs.
Gregory Hopefl and Andrew Ricci as new members of the Presbyteral Council.
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IV.

AGENDA REVIEW AND APPROVAL
Motion: Father Gordon moved and Father Thompson seconded the agenda approved
as written. Motion carried unanimously.

V.

CORRESPONDENCE
Father Gordon reported that he received a letter from Charles Murphy who was the
Power of Attorney for Father Francis Pakosta. Father Pakosta recently died and
desired a very quiet funeral service. Not much information regarding his death was
available at the time of his funeral. Father Pakosta was cremated. Councilors agreed
that a special mass intention should be held on retreat this year for the repose of
Father Pakosta.

VI.

VOCATIONS UPDATE
Father Thompson reported that an electronic version of the vocations prayer card is in
the making. He suggested now that parishes make copies of the vocations prayer for
their hymnals and missalettes. Father Thompson reported that Samuel Schneider will
be returning to seminary for his fourth year of theology. A new seminarian, Richard
Rhinehart, has joined the diocese and will be in the third year of theology at St.
Francis Seminary in Milwaukee. Father Thompson is working with a number of new
prospects for seminary entry. Discussion then followed about the age of admission
for candidates to the priesthood and permanent diaconate. It was noted that deacon
candidates should be between the ages of 35 and 60 as they begin formation. It was
also noted that as a general rule seminary candidates should be 45 years of age or
under when they begin seminary. Councilors agreed that ultimately Bishop Powers
should make decisions regarding individual cases of age for those entering seminary.

VII.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.

LONG-TERM PLANNING
Councilors discussed Dick Huseby and his experience with designing curriculum
for long-term planning. Dick Huseby is from Tomahawk and Father Harris
indicated that he is a wonderful reference for those involved in planning.
Councilors agreed that he would be a good resource in the diocese.

-3At this point an approved pause progressed for an appropriate post-noon repast in the palatial
parish hall. Posh picnic portions were partaken by pious prelates and other pleased participants.
Plentiful platters of plump pork portions were passed with a hot potato potage accompanied by a
salad with a plethora of perky peas, pickles and peppers. Patrons then pivoted to plates of
portions of popular apple pie along with preferred potables. Our Episcopal point-man Powers
then offered prayers of praise to the kitchen presiders and preparers. Perfect!
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. CSA: 2016-2017
Steve Tarnowski offered a review of the Faith in Our Future campaign. The
campaign has now reached 102% of its goal and more than $14 million dollars
have been collected. More than $2 million dollars have been returned to
parishes and schools with rebates. The Faith in Our Future campaign will wrap
up in September, 2017. Father Thompson requested information concerning the
status of the endowment funds in the campaign. Steve Tarnowski noted that he
will prepare information about the endowments and how the monies have been
invested. Steve Tarnowski then spoke briefly regarding the Catholic Services
Appeal. Eighty-seven percent of the goal for this past year has been reached and
about 1.8 million dollars have been collected. August 20th and 21st will be the
summer visitor parish kick-off for the new appeal. The general parish kick-off
will be held on September 17th and 18th. Mr. Tarnowski then passed out copies
of the new CSA brochure and indicated that the video to be shown this year is
phenomenal due to the presence of Bishop Powers.
B. FLOODING CONCERNS
Councilors discussed the recent flooding in northern Wisconsin. Bishop
Powers indicated that FEMA and the St. Vincent de Paul Society are becoming
involved in assisting flood victims. He questioned whether a collection should
be taken for the Odanah parish and also for the victims in Louisiana. Father
Pareˊ noted that about 40 homes had been damaged in the Odanah area and that
the church basement there was totally flooded and the furnishings were
destroyed. Father Thompson indicated that the Catholic Financial Association
had some monies for assistance.
Motion: Father Tupa moved and Father Serrao seconded that a combined
collection be held in the diocese for the Odanah area and the flooding situation
in Louisiana. Bishop Powers would then decide what percentage of the
collection would stay in the diocese and what would be sent outside the
diocese. Discussion followed and motion carried unanimously.

-4C. NEW FEDERAL WAGE GUIDELINES
Mr. Lyons indicated that new FLSA (Fair Labor Standard Act) will take place
on December 1, 2016. Mr. Lyons discussed common overtime exemptions,
statutory exemptions which include by case law the religious worker
exemption and the ministerial exemption, and special considerations in the
parish or school setting. He also made special comment regarding stipends
given to those in recognition of volunteering in the church. Councilors
agreed that Mr. Lyons should hold deanery meetings to review this very
practical matter and also discuss the importance of job descriptions and time
sheets. Mr. Lyons will take this into consideration in his fall planning.
D.

PARISH ISSUES
Bishop Powers reported that Sister Virginia retired on August 15th as the Parish
Director in Cable. She is moving to Rice Lake. Father Gerard Willger will
serve as pastor now in Cable. Bishop Powers then discussed the financial
problems with the school in Park Falls. He indicated the school was hoping to
qualify for the Parental Choice Program, but was denied by the State. The
school is struggling and he indicated the importance of being honest with
parishioners about the reality of their financial situation. Bishop Powers then
reported that Father James Bartelme had retired on July 1, 2016 as pastor of the
Barron cluster. Patricia Gerber has been hired as the parish director for this
parish cluster. Bishop Powers also indicated that we are waiting for two
priests to arrive from India to work in the diocese.

E.

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF PRIEST COUNCIL ANNUAL
ASSESSMENT
Bishop Powers reported that the annual assessment for the NFPC is $2,555.00
this year. He asked councilors their opinion regarding the payment of this
assessment. Councilors questioned the benefits of belonging to the NFPC.
Father Thompson and Father Tupa indicated that the group had offered
information in the past regarding research projects, the rights of priests and tax
information. Father Edwin Anderson made a motion that the diocese should
discontinue participation and payment of dues with the NFPC. There was no
second of this motion and the motion died. Councilors agreed to table this
issue and indicated they would revisit discussion on this topic at the next
meeting in November.

F.

MARY, MOTHER OF MERCY EVENT
Bishop Powers distributed information regarding the celebration of Mary,
Mother of Mercy on October 7th. Councilors reviewed the material without
comment.
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Debra Lieberg reported that she would like to survey parishes regarding
marriage preparation programs being offered. She indicated that up-to-date
offerings in the diocese would be helpful so that when individuals call the
chancery the information would be handy. Bishop Powers questioned what
programs were being used and encouraged collaboration among parishes.
Father Gerritts and Father Harris noted that some dioceses such as Green Bay
and Chicago have an on-line marriage preparation program. Councilors
encouraged this type of offering as one option for parishes. Debra Lieberg
will continue to gather information about various preparation offerings in the
diocese.

H.

HISPANIC MINISTRY
Father Edwin Anderson and Father Thompson led discussion on Hispanic
ministry in the diocese. They noted there are special legal issues for
Hispanics as well as spiritual topics to be concerned about in our local
church. Bishop Powers noted the importance of having proper catechetical
resources available in Spanish. Father Harris noted that in River Falls
Spanish videos and translators are being used. Father Thompson noted the
importance of Hispanics socializing together and their desire to have their
priest present at gatherings. Father Harris volunteered to work with Spanish
speaking laity to complete a survey which will cover the topics of catechesis,
resources and liturgy.

I.

AVAILABILITY OF PRIESTS ON WEEKENDS
Father Harris led discussion regarding the number of masses priests are
celebrating on weekends and how fatigued many priests are after the
celebration of many liturgies. Councilors discussed the role of technology
such as radio, cable, homilies on Facebook, etc., in promoting ministry in the
modern age. Councilors realized that celebrations without a priest will
become more common. Councilors noted the importance of having a direct
encounter with the sacraments and also indicated that there was a strong sense
of building community in parishes in the diocese. Councilors suggested to
Bishop Powers that a plan such as “The New Springtime” could be revisited
and discussion could be held on the deanery level regarding parish offerings
and scheduling of masses.

J.

SUMMIT EVENTS
Bishop Powers noted that the SUMMIT group is now reorganizing and is
seeking support of pastors in their work. SUMMIT is requesting a gathering
of parish leaders to be held in May, 2017. A major concern for SUMMIT is
the competence of catechists. Bishop Powers indicated the importance of

-6sharing correct doctrine and Catholic teaching in the classrooms. Councilors
noted that some parishes are successfully using DVDs to share Catholic faith
and that there is often a facilitator which oversees the video teaching. Those
in attendance were very supportive of scheduling a meeting with SUMMIT in
May of next year.
K. QUESTIONS FROM THE RICE LAKE WORKSHOP
Bishop Powers shared with councilors a copy of information he is planning
to send out concerning questions which arose from a recent workshop in
Rice Lake for secretaries and bookkeepers. This handout covers many
practical questions asked at the workshop. Bishop Powers is especially
concerned about the celebration of multi-intention masses and questions
regarding stipends. Councilors reviewed this material and affirmed its
importance.
IX.

X.

ONGOING FORMATION OF PRIESTS
A.

PRIESTS’ RETREAT
Father Gordon reported that registration materials for the fall retreat have
been mailed. The retreat will be held September 12–15, 2016 at the
Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center in Trego. The presenter will be
Reverend Msgr. David C. Kunz.

B.

PRIESTS’ ANNUAL CLERGY WORKSHOP
Father Gordon indicated that the clergy workshop will be held October 16-18,
2016 at the Hotel Chequamegon in Ashland. Presenters include Paul Birch
(New Marriage Rite), Dr. Robert Fastiggi (the Joy of Love), and Rev. Luke
Strand (Priestly Vocations).

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Father Harris indicated that any agenda items for the November meeting should be
sent to the office of Bishop Powers.

XI.

TIME AND PLACE OF PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING
The next meeting of the Presbyteral Council will be held on Tuesday, November 22,
2016 at St. Joseph Parish in Hayward. The meeting begins at 11:00 a.m.
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XII. ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING
Bishop Powers led the council in a closing prayer. The meeting adjourned at
2:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Reverend James F. Tobolski, Secretary
Date: August 16, 2016

Faithful
Citizenship
Resources
See additional
attachment on
email.

Calendar of Events

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
September 2016

Monday

9/05/16

SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER IN THE DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUALITY
Observance of Labor Day

Chancery Closed
Friday
FridaySaturday

9/09/16
9/09/169/10/16

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP

Saturday

9/10/16

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ABORTED CHILDREN

Topic: Foundations in Servant Leadership
Location: St. Anthony Parish Hall, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204
Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0240

MondayThursday

9/12/169/15/16

ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS

Tuesday

9/13/16

NEW PRINCIPAL ORIENTATION

Location: Heartwood Conference & Retreat Center, Trego WI
Contact Rev. Kevin Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 715-913-0183
Location: Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Thursday

9/15/16

ANNUAL ST. PIUS PRIEST FUND BOARD MEETING
Location: Heartwood Conference & Retreat Center, Trego, WI
Contact Rev. Andrew Ricci: paparicci@gmail.com; 715-392-8511
Immediately following Luncheon

Thursday

9/15/16

ST. PIUS PRIEST FUND GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Location: Heartwood Conference & Retreat Center, Trego, WI
Contact Rev. Andrew Ricci: paparicci@gmail.com; 715-392-8511
Immediately following Board Meeting

Thursday

Sunday

9/15/16
9:00a

SUMMIT GATHERING

9/18/16

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY

Location: St. Anthony DePadua Church, Tony
Speaker: Tom Thibodeau
Contact Kim Palmer: k.palmer@frontiernet.net; 715-246-4652
Theme: Prayer, The Faith Prayed

SaturdaySunday

9/24/169/25/16

Saturday
Sunday

9/24/169/25/16

DIACONATE RETREAT
Topic: Married Life as Deacons
Speaker: Deacon Craig Voldberg
Contact Deacon John Grek: dgrek@catholicsdos.org; 715-394-0235

NET RETREAT
Location: St. Theresa, Three Lakes
Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicsdos.org; 715-234-5044
(over)
8-29-16

Diocese of Superior
Calendar of Events
September 2016
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9/28/16
7:00p

REBOOT Live!

Wednesday
Sunday

9/28/1611/6/16

40 DAYS FOR LIFE

FridaySaturday

9/30/1610/1/16

LAY LEADER OF PRAYER INITIAL FORMATION WORKSHOP

Wednesday

Speaker: Chris Stefanick
Location: Spooner High School, Spooner
Contact Loree Nauertz: loree.nauertz@gmail.com;715-635-4676
Sign up for a time to pray at: http://www.40daysforlife.com
Location: Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander
Contact Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0233

Calendar of Events

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
October 2016

Month of the rosary, respect life & domestic abuse awareness
Friday
Saturday

9/30/16
10/01/16

Sunday

10/02/16

LAY LEADER OF PRAYER WEEKEND 1
Speakers: Paul Birch, Sr. Marla Lang & Pat Pintens
Location: St. Anthony Abbot, Cumberland
Contact Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0233

RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY (40 Days for Life; Ongoing)
Theme: Moved by Mercy
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/index.cfm

Monday

Friday

10/03/16
6:30p

BASE TRAINING

10/07/16

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER GATHERING

Location: TBA
Contact Kathy Drinkwine: kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0216
Sr. Phyllis Wilhelm: spw803@charter.net; 715-292-6082
Location: New Richmond, WI
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Friday

10/07/16

54 DAY NOVENA FoR OUR NATION ENDS

FridaySaturday

10/07/1610/08/16

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP WEEKEND

FridaySunday

10/07/1610/09/16

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND

Saturday

10/08/16

RESPECT LIFE EVENT

Topic: Contemplative Leadership
Location: St. Anthony Parish Hall, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204
Location: Madison, WI- Archdiocese of Milwaukee
Contact: John and Irma Crescio; 608-249-2377

Speakers: Chad Judice, nationally known pro-life speaker & author
Barbara Sella, Faithful Citizenship
Location: Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church, Medford
Contact Debra Lieberg, Chancellor: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204
Tuesday

10/11/16

PRINCIPAL MEETING
Location: St. Bridget, River Falls
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Thursday

Friday

10/13/16
10am-3pm

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY

10/14/16

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER GATHERING

Topic: Faith Rooted in the Family
Location: St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward
Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204
Location: Holy Family, Woodruff
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Diocese of Superior
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Saturday

Sunday
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10/15/16
8:30-4pm

LAY MINISTRY ENRICHMENT

10/16/16

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

Theme: Spirituality: Individual and Communal
Location: St. Anthony de Padua, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204
Contact Steve Tarnowski: starnowski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0223

SundayTuesday

10/16/1610/18/16

ANNUAL CLERGY ONGOING FORMATION WORKSHOP

Tuesday

10/18/16

NEW TEACHER GATHERING

Speakers: Paul Birch, New Marriage Rite
Dr. Robert Fastiggi, The Joy of Love
Rev. Luke Strand, Priestly Vocations
Location: Hotel Chequamegon, Ashland
Contact Rev. Kevin M. Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 715-913-0183
Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Friday

10/21/16

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER GATHERING
Location: St. Anne, Somerset
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044

Friday

10/28/16
8am-4pm

FALL CONFERENCE
Theme: Encounter!
Keynote Speaker: David Rinaldi
Location: St. Joseph Parish, Rice Lake
Contact Kathy Drinkwine: kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0216

8-18-16

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
September 2016
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2016 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-7

F-7

F-8

F-9

F-9

F-9

F-10

F-10

F-11

SUPERIOR PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL AND DIOCESAN CONSULTORS
Rev. John Anderson
Rev. Andrew Ricci; Rev. Gregory Hopefl
Rev. Gerald Harris, Chair; Very Rev. Christopher Kemp, Chair;
Very Rev. James Tobolski, Secretary; Rev. Ronald Serrao, Treasurer

Delete
Add
Add
Add

ST. PIUS PRIEST FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rev. Ed Anderson

Add

OFFICE OF THE PERMANENT DIACONATE AND LAY MINISTRY
Dir. of Diaconal Life: Deacon John Grek

Change

PARISHES
AMERY, ST. JOSEPH
Deacon:

Add

Lawrence Amell

PARISHES
BALSAM LAKE, OUR LADY OF THE LAKES
Deacon:
Lawrence Amell

Add

PARISHES
BARRON, ST. JOSEPH
PLC:
Deacon Russ Cabak
Parish Director:
Patricia Gerber

Delete
Add

PARISHES
CABLE, ST. ANN
Parish Director:
Supervising Pastor:
Pastor:

Delete
Delete
Change

Sr. Virginia Schwartz, OSM; sisginny@cheqnet.net
Very Rev. Philip J. Juza
Rev. Gerard Willger

PARISHES
CAMERON, ST. PETER
PLC:
Deacon Russ Cabak
Parish Director:
Patricia Gerber

Delete
Add

PARISHES
CHETEK, ST. BONIFACE
PLC:
Deacon Russ Cabak
Parish Director:
Patricia Gerber

Delete
Add

2
F-12

F-13

F-15

F-15

F-17

F-20

F-20

F-20

F-27

F-27

PARISHES
FARMINGTON, ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Deacons:
Lawrence E. Amell

Delete

PARISHES
GILMAN, ST. PETER & PAUL
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Madanu Sleeva Raju
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Lourduraju Madanu

Delete
Add

PARISHES
JUMP RIVER, ST. MICHAEL
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Madanu Sleeva Raju
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Lourduraju Madanu

Delete
Add

PARISHES
LUBLIN, ST. STANISLAUS
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Madanu Sleeva Raju
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Lourduraju Madanu

Delete
Add

PARISHES
OSCEOLA, ST. JOSEPH
Deacons:
Lawrence E. Amell

Delete

PARISHES
SHELDON, ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Madanu Sleeva Raju
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Lourduraju Madanu

Delete
Add

PARISHES
SOMERSET, ST. ANNE
Deacons:
Lawrence E. Amell

Delete

PARISHES
STRICKLAND, ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
PLC:
Deacon Russ Cabak
Parish Director:
Patricia Gerber

Delete
Add

PRIESTS
Levra, Rev. Ronald W.
1170 3rd Avenue South, Park Falls, 54552

Change

PRIESTS
Madanu, Rev. Lourduraju
Parochial Administrator:

715-447-8510
SS. Peter & Paul Parish
315 East Davlin Street, Gilman, 54433

Add
Add
Add
September 1, 2016

3
(Madanu, Rev. Lourduraju continued)

F-27

F-28

Also Serves: St. Michael Parish, Jump River; St. Stanislaus Parish, Lublin;
St. John the Apostle Parish, Sheldon

Add
Add

PRIESTS
Mayakuntla, Rev. Joseph Kumar

Add

PRIESTS
Raju, Rev. Madanu Sleeva
Parochial Administrator:

715-447-8510
SS. Peter & Paul Parish
315 East Davlin Street
Gilman, 54433
Also Serves: St. Michael Parish, Jump River; St. Stanislaus Parish, Lublin;
St. John the Apostle Parish, Sheldon
F-30

F-30

DEACONS
Amell, Lawrence
Serves:

St. Joseph, Amery
Our Lady of the Lakes, Balsam Lake

Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete

Change
Change

DEACONS
Cabak, Russell E.
715-637-3255
St. Joseph Church, 827 East LaSalle Avenue, Barron, 54812
Also Serves: St. Peter, Cameron; St. Boniface, Chetek;
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Strickland

Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete

DEACONS
Grek, Deacon John
Director of Diaconal Life

Add

Kasinski, Kenneth D.
Director of Diaconal Life

Delete

F-31

McCaffery, Brian
715-763-3344
53980 County Highway D, Grand View, WI 54839
Serves: St. Joseph, Hayward; St. Ann, Cable

Add
Add
Add

F-34

PARISH DIRECTORS
Patricia Gerber
715-637-3255
St. Joseph Parish
827 East LaSalle Avenue, Barron, 54812
Also Serves: St. Boniface, Chetek; St. Peter, Cameron;
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Strickland

Add
Add
Add
Add
Add

F-31

F-31
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S EPTEMBER 2016
D IOCESE OF S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS OF P RAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY L EADERS

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Rev. Eugene
Murphy

2
Rev. David
Neuschwander

3
Rev. Shaji
Pazhukkathara

4
Rev. Andrew
Ricci

5
Rev. Ronald
Serrao

6
Rev. Thomas
Thompson

7
Very Rev.
James Tobolski

8
Rev. Michael
Tupa

9
Rev. Gerard
Willger

10
Rev. James
Bartelme

11
Rev. William
Brenna

12
Rev. James
Brinkman

13
Rev. Hugh
Briody

14
Rev. Frederick
Brost

15
Rev. Dean
Buttrick

16
Rev. Bernard
Byrne

17
Rev. William
Cary

18
Rev. Daniel
Dahlberg

19
Rev. John
Drummy

20
Rev. Leonard
Fraher

21
Rev. William
Green

22
Rev. Virgil
Heinen

23
Monsignor
Philip Heslin

24
Rev. James
Hoffman

25
Rev. James
Horath

26
Rev. Eugene
Hornung

27
Rev. Joseph
Kelchak

28
Rev. Joseph
Kleinheinz

29
Rev. Robert
Koszarek

30
Rev. Ron Levra

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.

O CTOBER 2016
D IOCESE OF S UPERIOR , WI - D AYS OF P RAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY L EADERS

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Rev. David
Lusson

2
Rev. Dennis
Meulemans

3
Monsignor Ed
Meulemans

4
5
Rev. Dennis Mul- Rev. William
len
Murphy

6
Rev. David
Oberts

7
Rev. Joseph
Trinka

9
Rev. Shanthi
Mandapati

10
Rev. Simon
Reddy Boyapati

11
Rev. Madanu
Bala Showry

13
Rev. Bala
Jojappa Pasala

14
15
Rev. Louis Reddy Rev. Balaraju
Maram Reddy
Policetty

16
Rev. Bala Reddy
Allam

17
Rev. Joseph
Kumar
Mayakuntla

18
19
Rev. Otto Bucher, Rev. Leon
OFM Cap.
Flaherty, CPPS

20
Rev. Frank
Kordek, OFM

21
22
Rev. Randall
Rev. Ronald OlKnauf, OFM Cap. son, OFM Conv.

23
Very Rev. Paul
Paré, OFM

24
All Deacons in
the Diocese

25
All Religious in
the Diocese

27
+ All Deceased
Clergy in the
Diocese*

28
Bishop James P.
Powers

30
Rev. Edwin
Anderson

31
Rev. John
Anderson

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant
Phone: 715-392-2937
Fax: 715-392-2015
E-mail: dlieberg@catholicdos.org
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

12
Rev. Inna Reddy
Pothireddy

26
All Seminarians
in the Diocese &
Increase

8
Rev. Lourduraju
Madanu

29
Rev. Barg
Anderson

*Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord, & let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,
(name) _
today.
Sanctify him .Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to You.
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen.

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR CONTACT INFORMATION
CHANCERY
Powers, Very Rev. James
Wildenberg, Patricia
Gordon, Very Rev. Kevin
Grek, Deacon John
Lyons, Richard
Newkirk, Christine
Lieberg, Debra
Roe, Janelle
Thompson, Rev. Thomas
Birch, Paul
Deneau, Natasha
Hines, Linda
Strugala, Adam

715-394-0205
715-394-0205
715-913-0183
715-394-0235
715-394-0203
715-394-0204
715-394-0240
715-392-2937
715-394-0234
715-394-0233
715-394-0212
702-374-9548
715-394-0220

Bishop
Bishop’s Executive Secretary
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
Director of Diaconal Life
Director of Administrative Services & Finance
Chancellor; Dir. of Respect Life Office
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant to the Chancellor
Director of Vocations & Seminarian/Defender of the Bond
Director of the Office of Worship
Admin. Assist. Consultation, Diaconate, Lay Ministry &Worship
Part-time Website Administrator.
Buildings & Grounds: Supervisor/Engineer

pwildenberg@catholicdos.org
pwildenberg@catholicdos.org
kgordon@catholicdos.org
dgrek@catholicdos.org
rlyons@catholicdos.org
cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
dlieberg@catholicdos.org
jroe@catholicdos.org
tthompson@catholicdos.org
pbirch@catholicdos.org
ndeneau@catholicdos.org
lindahines7@gmail.com
astrugala@catholicdos.org

TRIBUNAL
Tobolski, Very Rev. James
Holt, Patti

715-394-0207
715-394-0209

Judicial Vicar/ Vicar General
Marriage Tribunal Office Manager

jtobolski@catholicdos.org
pholt@catholicdos.org

Catholic Herald
715-392-8656

715-394-0216
715-394-0225

Administrative Services Coordinator, Safe Environment
Administrative Assistant

kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org
pjacobson@catholicdos.org

Catholic
Mutual
715-392-1098

STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT
Tarnowski, Steve
715-394-0223
cat Lovejoy, Cathy
715-394-0226

Director of Stewardship & Development
Capital Campaign, DSA Data Entry

starnowski@catholicdos.org
clovejoy@catholicdos.org

FINANCE
Gronski, Cindy
Kroseman, Bernadine
Kossic, Christine
Aitken, Beckie
Petrey, Sheryl

715- 392-7571
715-394-0230
715-394-0232
715-394-0236
715-394-0231
715-394-0210

Assistant Finance Director
Insurance Supervisor
Administrative Assistant
Parish Accounting Clerk
Accounting Clerk /Payables

cgronski@catholicdos.org
bkroseman@catholicdos.org
ckossic@catholicdos.org
raitken@catholicdos.org
spetrey@catholicdos.org

715-392-8268
715-394-0213
715-394-0214
414-769-3466

Staff Writer
Catholic Herald Office Manager
Managing Editor

adraper@catholicdos.org
mkasper@catholicdos.org
editor@superiorcatholicherald.org

Claims Risk Manager

paltmann@catholicmutual.org

Dir. of Ecclesial Ministries, Consultation, Diaconate Prep. & Lay Ministry

Chancery Fax
Numbers
General
715-392-2015
Bishop’s Office
715-395-3149
Charter
715-392-1042
Finance
715-395-3758

cat

CATHOLIC FORMATION
Drinkwine, Kathy
Jacobson, Tricia
cat

cat

CATHOLIC HERALD
Draper, Anita
Kasper, Marcy
Olszewski, Brian
cat

CATHOLIC MUTUAL INSURANCE
Altmann, Paul
715-394-0222
cat

BISHOP HAMMES CENTER 315 West Fifth Street, PO Box 280, HAUGEN, WI 54841
715-234-5044
Schoenfuss, Peggy
715-234-5044
Superintendent of Schools/Dir. of Dept. of Catholic Formation
Hurtubise, Chris
715-234-5044
Associate Director of Catholic Formation
Busse, Grace
715-234-5044
Administrative Assistant

pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
churtubise@catholicdos.org
gbusse@catholicdos.org

Bishop
Hammes Center
715-234-5241

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR STAFF - ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY LAST NAME
NAME
Aitken, Rebecca
Altmann, Paul
Birch, Paul
Busse, Grace
Deneau, Natasha
Draper, Anita
Drinkwine, Kathy
Gordon, Very Rev. Kevin
Grek, Deacon John
Gronski, Cindy
Hines, Linda
Holt, Patti
Hurtubise, Chris
Jacobson, Tricia
Kasper, Marcy
Kossic, Kris
Kroseman, Bernadine
Lieberg, Debra
Lovejoy, Cathy
Lyons, Richard
Newkirk, Christine
Petrey, Sheryl
Powers, Bishop James
Roe, Janelle
Schoenfuss, Peggy
Schultz, Mariah
Strugala, Adam
Tarnowski, Steve
Thompson, Rev. Thomas
Tobolski, Very Rev. James
Wildenberg, Pat

POSITION

EMAIL ADDRESS

PHONE

Parish Accounting Clerk
Catholic Mutual Claims Risk Manager
Director of the Office of Worship
Administrative Assistant: Bishop Hammes Center
Admin. Assist. Consultation, Diaconate, Lay Min., Worship
Catholic Herald Staff Writer
Administrative Services Coordinator, Safe Environment
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
Director of Diaconal Life
Assistant Finance Director
Website Administrator
Marriage Tribunal Office Manager
Associate Director of Catholic Formation
Administrative Assistant: Safe Environment
Catholic Herald Office Manager
Administrative Assistant
Insurance Supervisor
Chancellor; Director of Respect Life; Marriage
Capital Campaign, DSA Data Entry
Director of Administrative Services & Finance

raitken@catholicdos.org
paltmann@catholicmutual.org
pbirch@catholicdos.org
gbusse@catholicdos.org
ndeneau@catholicdos.org
adraper@catholicdos.org
kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org
kgordon@catholicdos.org
jgrek@catholicdos.org
cgronski@catholicdos.org
lindahines7@gmail.com
pholt@catholicdos.org
churtubise@catholicdos.org
pjacobson@catholicdos.org
mkasper@catholicdos.org
kkossic@catholicdos.org
bkroseman@catholicdos.org
dlieberg@catholicdos.org
clovejoy@catholicdos.org
rlyons@catholicdos.org
cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
spetrey@catholicdos.org
pwildenberg@catholicdos.org
jroe@catholicdos.org
pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mschultz@catholicdos.org
astrugala@catholicdos.org
starnowski@catholicdos.org
tthompson@catholicdos.org
jtobolski@catholicdos.org
pwildenberg@catholicdos.org

715-394-0231
715-394-0222
715-394-0233
715-234-5044
715-394-0212
715-394-0213
715-394-0216
715-913-0183
715-394-0235
715-394-0230
702-374-9548
715-394-0209
715-234-5044
715-394-0225
715-394-0214
715-394-0236
715-394-0232
715-394-0240
715-394-0226
715-394-0203
715-394-0204
715-394-0210
715-394-0205
715-392-2937
715-234-5044
715-234-5044
715-394-0220
715-394-0223
715-394-0234
715-394-0207
715-394-0205

Dir. of Ecclesial Ministries, Consultation, Diac. Prep. & Lay Min.

Accounting/Payables
Bishop
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant to the Chancellor
Superintendent of Schools/Dir. of Dept. of Catholic Formation
Totus Tuus Intern
Buildings & Grounds: Supervisor/Engineer
Director of Stewardship & Development
Director of Vocations & Seminarians/Defender of the Bond
Marriage Tribunal Judicial Vicar/Vicar General
Bishop’s Executive Secretary

*Bishop Hammes Center Staff
Bishop Hammes Center Address
315 West Fifth Street
P.O. Box 280
Haugen, WI 54841
715-234-5044
Fax 715-234-5241

FAX #’S
Bishop Office
Bishop Hammes Center
Catholic Formation
Catholic Herald
Catholic Mutual
Chancery (Front Office)
Finance

715-395-3149
715-234-5241
715-392-1042
715-392-8656
715-392-1098
715-392-2015
715-395-3758
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION OPPORTUNITIES
2016-17
Following is a listing of Marriage Preparation Opportunities available in the Diocese of
Superior (in purple) and neighboring dioceses. If you have any questions, please
contact the Director of the Office of Marriage Ministry, Debra Lieberg: 715-392-2937.
Marriage Prep Date

Location

Contact Name

To Register

September 16-17
September 16-17
September 17
October 7-8
October 15
October 28-29
November 5
November 5
November 5
November 5
November 12
November 18-19
December 10

UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
Chippewa Falls Deanery
Mary, Mother of the Church, Burnsville MN
STs PETER & PAUL, Independence, WI
ST. Olaf Catholic Church, Eau Claire
WAUSAU DEANERY
HOLY ROSARY, Medford
St. Mary Queen of the Apostles, Tomah
STEVENS POINT DEANERY
ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL, Marshfield
ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, River Falls
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
Mary, Mother of the Church, Burnsville MN

Bill Dill
Notre Dame Parish
Steve Del Vecchio
Rev. Woodrow Pace
Deacon Robert Chittendon
St. Mark Parish
Deacon Joe Stefancin
Wanda Thorson
Dwaine & Susan Habrat
Alanna Hart
Steve Del Vecchio
Bill Dill
Steve Del Vecchio

651.291.4488
715.723.7108
651.491.5292
715.895.2227
715.832.2504 ext. 100
715.359.5206
715.748.3336 ext. 247
608.372.0825
715.344.9117 ext. 212
715.650.7310
651.491.5292
651.291.4488
651.491.5292

ST. Olaf Catholic Church, Eau Claire
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
CATHEDRAL of Christ the King
STEVENS POINT DEANERY
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, River Falls
ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL, Marshfield
STs PETER & PAUL, Independence, WI
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, Rhinelander
ST. Olaf Catholic Church, Eau Claire
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
WAUSAU DEANERY
ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, River Falls
ST. JOSEPH PARISH, Rice Lake
STEVENS POINT DEANERY
ST. WENCESLAUS PARISH, Eastman WI
HOLY ROSARY, Medford
ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL, Marshfield
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
ST. Olaf Catholic Church, Eau Claire
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
WAUSAU DEANERY
ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, River Falls
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
OUR LADY OF THE LAKE, Ashland
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, River Falls
ST. Olaf Catholic Church, Eau Claire
WAUSAU DEANERY
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
STs PETER & PAUL, Independence, WI
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
WAUSAU DEANERY
UNIVERSITY of ST. THOMAS, St. Paul
ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, River Falls

Deacon Robert Chittendon
Bill Dill
Fr. Andrew Ricci
Dwaine & Susan Habrat
Bill Dill
Steve Del Vecchio
Alanna Hart
Rev. Woodrow Pace
Bill or Diane Pierre
Deacon Robert Chittendon
Bill Dill
St. Mark Parish
Steve Del Vecchio
Shannon Wahl
Dwaine & Susan Habrat
Yvonne Hady
Deacon Joe Stefancin
Alanna Hart
Bill Dill
Deacon Robert Chittendon
Bill Dill
St. Mark Parish
Steve Del Vecchio
Bill Dill
Anna Richardson
Bill Dill
Steve Del Vecchio
Deacon Robert Chittendon
St. Mark Parish
Bill Dill
Bill Dill
Rev. Woodrow Pace
Bill Dill
St. Mark Parish
Bill Dill
Steve Del Vecchio

715.832.2504 ext. 100
651.291.4488
715.392.8511
715.344.9117 ext. 212
651.291.4488
651.491.5292
715.650.7310
715.895.2227
715.499.5690
715.832.2504 ext. 100
651.291.4488
715.359.5206
651.491.5292
715.234.2032
715.344.9117 ext. 212
608.872.2108
715.748.3336 ext. 247
715.650.7310
651.291.4488
715.832.2504 ext. 100
651.291.4488
715.359.5206
651.491.5292
651.291.4488
715.682.7620 ext. 115
651.291.4488
651.491.5292
715.832.2504 ext. 100
715.359.5206
651.291.4488
651.291.4488
715.895.2227
651.291.4488
715.359.5206
651.291.4488
651.491.5292

2016

2017
January 13-14
January 13-14
TBA
February 11
February 17-18
February 18
February 18
March 3-4
March 4
March 10-11
March 10-11
March 10-11
March 18
March 18
March 25
April 1
April 8
April 8
April 21-22
May 5-6
May 12-13
May 12-13
May 13
June 9-10
June 10
July 14-15
July 15
July 28-29
August 11-12
August 11-12
September 8-9
October 6-7
October 13-14
October 27-28
November 10-11
November 11

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
Registration Details
Below you will find the registration details for each parish that hosts marriage preparation in the Diocese of
Superior. Prices and times vary. Couples must register no later than one week prior to the scheduled class.
Northwest Deanery
Cathedral, Superior, WI
o TBD
Friday, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM (Both days are required).
Saturday, 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Location: 1111 Belknap St., Superior
Held in the Parish Hall of the Cathedral
$50.00 per couple includes course materials and food
Contact: Fr. Andrew Ricci, 715-392-8511
South Central Deanery
Holy Rosary Parish, Medford, WI
o Saturday, November 5, 2016
o Saturday, April 8, 2017
o Saturday, November 4, 2017
8:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Location: Holy Rosary, 215 South Washington St., Medford, 54451
$100.00 per couple (includes lunch and materials needed for the day)
Registration deadline: Registration is taken on a first come, first served basis.
Contact Person: Deacon Joe Stefancin, 715-748-3336 ext. 247.
Southwest Deanery
St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake WI
o Saturday, March 18, 2017
8:30-3:30; Mass at 4:30 PM
Location: 111 W. Marshall St., Rice Lake WI
Speakers, FOCCUS, Communication, Finance, NFP
Contact: Shannon Wahl 715.234.2032
St. Bridget Church, River Falls WI
o Saturday, November 12, 2016
o Saturday, February 18, 2017
o Saturday, March 18, 2017
o Saturday, May 13, 2017
o Saturday, July 15, 2017
o Saturday, November 11, 2017
9:00-4:30; Mass at 5:00 PM
Location: 211 E. Division St., River Falls WI
$99.00 per couple, includes course materials and refreshments
Contact: Steve Del Vecchio 651.491.5292
East Deanery
Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander, WI
o March 4, 2017
8:30 AM – 7:30 PM
Location: 105 E. King St., Rhinelander
$100.00 per couple includes lunch and dinner
Contact Bill or Diane Pierre, 715-499-5690
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If couples or clergy
need further
assistance, guidance
or more info about
alternative marriage
preparation options
not listed here, but
approved by the
diocese, they may
contact the Office of
Marriage Ministry.
Couples are also
welcome to call the
office to learn about
Natural Family
Planning.

North Central Deanery
Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland, WI
o June 10, 2017
9:00 AM – 8:30 PM
Location: Our Lady of the Lake Social Hall
$100.00 per couple
Contact Person: Anna Richardson 715-682-7620 ext. 115

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR CONTACT INFORMATION
www.catholicdos.org Search for Marriage, listed under Marriage Preparation.
Director: Debra Lieberg 715-394-0240 Email: dlieberg@catholicdos.org

NEIGHBORING DIOCESES
DIOCESE OF DULUTH
www.dioceseduluth.org
Space is limited, register early.
Contact: Betsy Kneepkens
Phone: 218-724-9111
2830 E. 4th Street
Duluth, MN 55812

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE
Marriage and Family Office
Contact: Alice Heinzen
Phone: 608-791-2673
Email: familylife@dioceseoflacrosse.com
Class times vary by location in this diocese.

ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL & MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
www.archsPM.org
Search for Marriage and Family Office and find a brochure/registration to download.
To reserve a date please call the coordinator. Space is limited, register early.
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN
Coordinator: Bill Dill Phone: 651-291-4488
Times: Friday evening from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Location: All weekend programs are held at the University of Saint Thomas.
Cost: $140.00 per couple.

3

RESPECT LIFE EVENT
Sponsored by the Diocese of Superior Respect Life Office

WHEN:
WHERE:
TIME:

October 8, 2016, Saturday
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church,
215 South Washington Avenue, Medford
10:00 a.m. Gathering & Social
10:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Presentations (Lunch included)

SPEAKERS:

www.chadjudice.org

Devoted husband & father; International
speaker & award winning author: Waiting for Eli;
Eli’s Reach; Special Children, Blessed Fathers.
www.wisconsincatholic.org

Wisconsin Catholic Conference,
Faithful Citizenship

COST:

$15.00 ADVANCE TICKET
$20.00 AT THE DOOR
$25.00 TICKET & BUS RIDE
BUS TRANSPORTATION: (Limited Seating - Sept. 30 deadline to reserve a seat)
6:45 a.m.
4:15 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Leaving Cathedral parking lot, Superior
Pick up behind the St. Joseph Church & Rectory, Rice Lake
Leaving Medford
Drop off behind the St. Joseph Church & Rectory, Rice Lake
Arriving at Cathedral parking lot, Superior

For tickets & further information, contact Debra Lieberg,
Chancellor: 715-394-0240; dlieberg@catholicdos.org.
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Aliquam ante

Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Issue 6

What does it cost to
be a disciple of Jesus?
Christianity is not an organization that assesses dues once
a year, like a fitness club that sends an email reminder
when it is time to renew membership. And unlike joining
a gym, making a commitment to live as a disciple is not
about looking for the option that is the least expensive.
The truth is, when we take the call
of discipleship to heart, we realize

discerns how we will
respond to Christʼs call
to love and serve,
there are common aspects of this life: Disciples put God
first; pray; make a commitment to follow Jesus and to
grow in relationship with him; consider and respond to
the needs of others, especially the poor and those in need
of great care. Disciples go out of their way for the sake of
others. Disciples sacrifice, because Jesus sacrificed himself
for our salvation. Disciples turn away from the temptation
to be self-centered and selfish, and
instead give of themselves and their

that living as a follower of Jesus

resources in order to make Christʼs love

costs something. In fact, the more
deeply we commit ourselves to our
Lord, the greater the impact our
faith will have. What is the cost of
discipleship? While each of us
responds to the Lord personally and

known. What is the cost of
discipleship for you? Are you ready to
live as a follower of our Lord? Will you
turn away from selfishness and make
your daily decisions in light of Jesusʼ
way of self-giving love?

Disciples are called to change the world
In his closing talk at World Youth Day in Krakow on July 30, Pope Francis spoke to the call to
actively live as a disciple who leaves our mark on the world.
Pope Francisʼ inspiring

ease.” Following Jesus

expects something from

dream. He wants to make

words are not only for the

“demands a good dose of

you. God wants something

you see that, with you, the

youth who gathered in

courage, a readiness to

from you. God hopes in

world can be different. For

Krakow, but indeed, for

trade in the sofa for a pair

you. He comes to open

the fact is, unless you

each of us: “Jesus is the

of walking shoes and to

the doors of our lives, our

offer the best of

Lord of risk, of the eternal

set out on new and

dreams, our ways of

yourselves, the world will

ʻmore.ʼ He is not the Lord
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Discipleship. Stewardship. Evangelization.

Are you lost or found?
Have you ever lost something that was of value to you? Remember the frantic search, and the relief
when you recovered what was lost? Jesus tells parables in the Gospel we hear on September 11
that help us to appreciate how deeply God wants us to live as his children.

Whom do you serve?
Jesus tells the story of a steward who was
not responsible with his masterʼs
belongings. We belong to God. We are
called to be good stewards who serve God
above all things. “You cannot serve both
God and mammon” is a strong statement
upon which to reflect. Whom do you
serve? God, or the trappings of wealth,
seeking security in material things?

It is easy to get lost in todayʼs world. We may lose

to the one searching for them; in a similar and much more

ourselves in the pursuit of material security, surround

crucial way, we are precious to God;

ourselves with friends whose priority
is worldly pleasure, or simply become
complacent, not overtly doing wrong,
but also not actively committing our
lives and actions to what is right. In
the parables of the lost sheep and the
missing coin, Jesus helps us see three
important aspects of the life of

“In just the same way, I
tell you, there will be
rejoicing among the
angels of God over one
sinner who
repents.” (Lk 15:10)

discipleship:

this
month

and “are found.” God seeks us out and is
always ready for our return;
The shepherd and woman joyfully call
together friends and neighbors when what
was lost is found. We must also call upon
others as we strive to live as disciples.
Belonging within the faith community

Notice that the sheep and coin were precious

Impact

God rejoices when we come to our senses

1. Make a log of your
time for a week. How
much time is spent in
idle activity or simply
wasting time? We need
leisure, but are also
called to use our time
well.

www.CATHOLICLIFEANDFAITH.NET

strengthens our resolve to live our faith in daily lives, to
continually deepen our commitment to Christ.

2. Prayerfully ask Jesus
to show you the ways
you may grow in
relationship with him,
and how you might
follow him more
deeply.

3. If your reflection
helped you see sinful
patterns in your life,
participate in the
Sacrament of
Reconciliation; make a
renewed commitment
to live as a disciple.
© Catholic Life and Faith, 2016
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September 5, 2016
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
– Psalm 90:1
This Labor Day, we draw our attention to our sisters and brothers who face twin crises—deep trials in
both the world of work and the state of the family. These challenging times can pull us toward despair and all the
many dangers that come with it. Into this reality, the Church shares a word of hope, directing hearts and minds
to the dignity of each human person and the sanctity of work itself, which is given by God. She seeks to replace
desperation and isolation with human concern and true solidarity, reaffirming the trust in a good and gracious
God who knows what we need before we ask him (Mt. 6:8).
A World of Work in Disarray
We behold signs that have become too familiar in the years following the Great Recession: stagnant wages,
industry leaving towns and cities behind, and the sharp decline in the rate of private-sector organized labor, which
fell by more than two-thirds between 1973 and 2009 down to 7%. Millions of families still find themselves living
in poverty, unable to work their way out. Poverty rates among children are alarmingly high, with almost 40
percent of American children spending at least one year in poverty before they turn eighteen. Although this reality
is felt nation-wide, this year new research has emerged showing the acute pain of middle and rural America in
the wake of the departure of industry. Once the center of labor and the promise of family-sustaining wages,
research shows these communities collapsing today, substance abuse on the rise, and an increase in the number
of broken families.
Family in Crisis
The family is bent under the weight of these economic pressures and related cultural problems. Pope
Francis, at the conclusion of his address to Congress last September, spoke of the consequences for families:
How essential the family has been to the building of this country! And how worthy it remains of our
support and encouragement! . . . In particular, I would like to call attention to those family members who
are the most vulnerable, the young. For many of them, a future filled with countless possibilities beckons,
yet so many others seem disoriented and aimless, trapped in a hopeless maze of violence, abuse and
despair. Their problems are our problems. We cannot avoid them. We need to face them together, to talk
about them and to seek effective solutions rather than getting bogged down in discussions. At the risk of
oversimplifying, we might say that we live in a culture which pressures young people not to start a family,
because they lack possibilities for the future. Yet this same culture presents others with so many options
that they too are dissuaded from starting a family.1
Economic and political forces have led to increasingly lowered economic prospects for Americans without
access to higher education, which is having a direct impact on family health and stability. For example, over half
of parents between the ages of 26 and 31 now have children outside of a marriage, and research shows a major
factor is the lack of middle-skill jobs – careers by which someone can sustain a family above the poverty line
without a college degree – in regions with high income inequality. Divorce rates and the rate of single-parent
1
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households break down along similar educational and economic lines. Financial concerns and breakdowns in
family life can lead to a sense of hopelessness and despair. The Rust Belt region now appears to have the highest
concentration in the nation of drug-related deaths, including from overdoses of heroin and prescription drugs.
The Church weeps with all of these families, with these children, whose homes and worlds are broken.
As Pope Francis has said: “There are many unjust situations, but we know that God is suffering with us,
experiencing them at our side. He does not abandon us. Jesus not only wanted to show solidarity with every
person. He not only wanted everyone to experience his companionship, his help, his love. He identified with all
those who suffer, who weep, who suffer any kind of injustice. He says this clearly: ‘I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger and you welcomed me.’ (Mt. 25:35).”2
“So That They May All Be One” – John 17:21
When we begin to look for answers to these realities, we gain less confidence from many of our political
leaders these days. Instead of dialogue and constructive solutions that bring people together, we see increasing
efforts to divide as a means to gain support. But more divisions are never the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:1921). When our leaders ought to be calling us toward a vision of the common good that lifts the human spirit and
seeks to soothe our tendencies toward fear, we find our insecurities exploited as a means to further partisan
agendas. Our leaders must never use anxiety as a means to manipulate persons in desperate situations, or to pit
one group of persons against another for political gain. For our dynamics to change, we must replace fear with a
fuller vision that can be powerfully supported by our faith.
The Good News is Still Good
Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden light” (Mt. 11:28-30). Let us begin by going to the Lord, laying our burdens at the foot
of His cross and giving over our hearts that we might find rest.
Pope Francis paints a picture of a lasting answer to the growing isolation and desperation that we see all
around us. To counter hopelessness, he tells us that the Christian community gets involved “by word and deed in
people’s daily lives; it bridges distances . . . and it embraces human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in
others.”3 In the face of endless, hectic activity and self-concern, the Church “is familiar with patient expectation
and apostolic endurance,” as well as “patience and disregard for constraints of time.”4 The kind of encounter
that we offer can be transformative, fill others with a sense of their God-given dignity, and help them to know
they are not alone in their struggles. The Church’s history is filled with communities that took seriously the call
to be their “brother’s keeper” (Gen. 4:9), faced challenges together, and lifted up the “cry of the poor” (Psalm
34:7). For those who feel left behind today, know that the Church wants to walk with you, in the company of the
God who formed your “inmost being” and who knows that you are “wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:13-14).
Dignified work is at the heart of our efforts because we draw insight into who we are as human beings
from it. Saint John Paul II reminded us that human labor is an essential key to understanding our social
relationships, vital to family formation and the building up of community according to our God-given dignity.
He wrote “. . . man’s life is built up every day from work, from work it derives its specific dignity.”5 We know
work has dignity because Jesus “devoted most of the years of his life on earth to manual work at the carpenter’s
bench. This circumstance constitutes in itself the most eloquent ‘Gospel of work,’ showing that the basis for
determining the value of human work is not primarily the kind of work being done but the fact that the one who
is doing it is a person.”6 Poverty therefore appears “as a result of the violation of the dignity of human work:
either because the opportunities for human work are limited as a result of the scourge of unemployment, or
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because a low value is put on work and the rights that flow from it, especially the right to a just wage and to the
personal security of the worker and his or her family.”7
In our call to rebuild community on a firmer foundation, we must rely upon the sister principles of
solidarity and subsidiarity. Solidarity recognizes that each of us is connected, and that we all have the
responsibility to care for one another, particularly those who are poor and vulnerable. The principle of subsidiarity
recognizes that issues facing human beings should be addressed at the appropriate level of society with the
capacity to do so, and often in concert with others.
The first response, then, is local, to look to our neighbors in need, our brothers and sisters who may be
without sufficient work for their families, and offer them help. That help may take the form of food, money,
counsel, friendship, spiritual support or other forms of love and kindness. We ought to expect this kind of
engagement from Christians in the midst of our difficulties, and we should pray to find ways to provide it as
members of the Church. If you are an employer, you are called to respect the dignity of your workers through a
just wage and working conditions that allow for a secure family life.
As we engage with our neighbors and our communities, we quickly find ways to deepen solidarity in a
broader way, and to act on the structures and policies that impact meaningful work and family stability. The
mystical body of Christ is alive across our nation and world, and our response in Christ looks to our larger society
as well. “Love for society and commitment to the common good are outstanding expressions of a charity which
affects not only relationships between individuals but also ‘macro-relationships, social, economic and political
ones.’”8 Simply put, we must advocate for jobs and wages that truly provide a dignified life for individuals and
their families, and for working conditions that are safe and allow for a full flourishing of life outside of the
workplace. Unions and worker associations, while imperfect, remain an essential part of the effort, and people
of faith and goodwill can be powerful leaven to ensure that these groups, so important in society, continue to keep
human dignity at the heart of their efforts.
As the fruits of solidarity and our care for one another increase, as we begin to make real impacts toward
policies that help individuals begin stable families and live in accord with their dignity, the tired paradigm that
fuels our national politics will be challenged. As Pope Francis has written “[e]very economic and political theory
or action must set about providing each inhabitant of the planet with the minimum wherewithal to live in dignity
and freedom, with the possibility of supporting a family, educating children, praising God and developing one's
own human potential.”9 With time, we will begin to restore a sense of hope and lasting change that places our
economic and political systems at the service of the human person once more.
Let us always remember in these difficult times the Lord’s offer of “rest” for “all you who labor and are
burdened.” As Pope Francis writes, the Sabbath Day “proclaims ‘man’s eternal rest in God.’”10 As we advocate
for all who are struggling to find sufficient work that honors their dignity, we should also affirm in society the
need of all people to rest, and finally to “rest in God.” In times of restlessness and discouragement, let us recall
the beautiful prayer of St. Augustine, who wrote: “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are
restless until they rest in you.”
There is much to be done! Let us go forth with the hopeful expectation of the Psalmist:
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness,
that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days.
And may the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours;
prosper the work of our hands for us!
Prosper the work of our hands! (Psalm 90:14-17)
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Please join us as we celebrate new and exciting
things happening with the SUMMIT organization.
Tom will speak on Ritual and Celebration and how
we can bring those to our classrooms. DRE/
CREs, catechists, youth ministers, adult formation
leaders, Pastors, RCIA coordinators - anyone who
is involved in ministry is invited to attend.

Schedule for the day:
9:00 Gather
9:30 Welcome, Introductions, Prayer
9:45 Presentation by Tom
Noon Lunch
12:45 More presentation
2:30 SUMMIT Business Meeting
(All are welcome)
3:00 Closing Prayer

Guest Speaker: Tom Thibodeau, Director of the Servant
Leadership program at Viterbo University in LaCrosse, WI
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th
St. Anthony DePadua Catholic Church
Tony, WI
Lunch provided by SUMMIT and

No registration necessary. Contact Kim Palmer with any
questions at 715-246-4652 ext 228 or
k.palmer@frontiernet.net

