
 

 

 

                                                                            

      Mission Statement: 
The Catholic Diocese of Superior is a people of diverse ethnic and cultural traditions called in unity by the love of 

Christ to proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments, and give witness through joyful lives of prayer and service in 
Northern Wisconsin and throughout the world.  

 

 

 
 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY 

MOTHER OF GOD 

JANUARY 1, 2018 
 

The Solemnity falls on a Monday this 

year, therefore our obligation to 

attend Mass is lifted.   

 

51
ST

 WORLD DAY OF PEACE 

JANUARY 1, 2018 

 

The theme for Pope Francis' annual World Day of 

Peace message for 2018 is: “Migrants and 

refugees: Men and Women in search of peace.” 

In his 2018 Message for the World Day of Peace, 

Pope Francis states, “In a spirit of compassion, let 

us embrace all those fleeing from war and hunger, 

or forced by discrimination, persecution, poverty 

and environmental degradation to leave their 

homelands.”   

 

NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK 
JANUARY 7-13, 2018 

Justice for Immigrants                                                                                                 
 

For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the 

US has celebrated National Migration Week, which 

is an opportunity for the Church to reflect on the 

circumstances confronting migrants, including 

immigrants, refugees, children, and victims and 

survivors of human trafficking. With respect to 

migrants, too often this contemporary culture fails 

to encounter them as persons, and instead look at 

them as others. Some do not take the time to engage 

migrants in a meaningful way, but remain aloof to 

their presence and suspicious of their intentions. For 

additional information, including petitions, homily 

suggestions, pulpit announcements visit: 

http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-and-refugee-

services/national-migration-week/index.cfm.                             

 

 

 

 

GRACE BEFORE MEALS 
JANUARY 17, 2018 

 

Fr. Leo Patalinghug is a 

Catholic priest, TV and radio 

host, and acclaimed cookbook 

author from Baltimore, MD. 

His talk “Saints in the Making 

& Spiritual Combat”, will be 

paired with creating a delicious 

dessert on Wednesday, January 

17, from 6:15-7:45pm at St. 

Joseph’s school gym, Rice 

Lake. There will also be an 

opportunity to meet Fr. Leo, 

who will be available for book 

signing and photos. Contact St. 

Joseph’s CRE/Youth Minister, 

Laura Schissel : 715-790-7201.                   

CLICK TITLE. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

 JANUARY 23 & APRIL 24, 2018 
 

The Office of Ecclesial Ministry & Diocesan 

Consultation is providing opportunities for Pastors, 

and all parish leaders to learn and grow together. 

The subsequent topics include: 

 Sabbath Time: A Spirituality of Time and 

Rest for Ministers 

 Serve, Lead, Motivate    
 

Sessions are at St. Joseph’s Parish Center, Hayward.  

Take advantage of these opportunities by attending as 

an entire parish leadership team. Contact Chris 

Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org. 

CLICK TITLE. 
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DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSED: Monday, January 1 and Tuesday, January 2 for the New Year  
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LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 2018 

JANUARY 27, 2018 
 

                         The Diocesan Charismatic Renewal                

                         group will be gathering for the Life   

                         in the Spirit Seminar Saturday, 

January 27, 8am - 4:45pm. All are welcome to join 

in prayer, music, talks, reflection, reconciliation and 

Mass at St. Bridget Church, River Falls. Lunch will 

be provided. Sr. Mary Anne Schaenzer, SSND and 

Fr. Jerry Harris will present. To register, contact St. 

Bridget Parish Office: 715-425-1870; 

recept@stbparish.com. CLICK TITLE. 

 

12
TH

 ANNUAL MUSIC MINISTRY CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY 2-3, 2018 

NEW LOCATION: Holy Family Church, Woodruff. 
 

Janét Sullivan Whitaker, has titled 

her presentations “Word, Sacrament 

and Mission: The Gift and the Joyful 

Challenge of Singing our Faith” for 

the 12
th

 Annual Music Ministry 

Conference.  Friday night includes 

dinner and Night Prayer, while Saturday includes 

Morning Prayer, lunch and a choral music reading 

session.  New this year is involvement with the 

Saturday parish Mass to be followed by a light 

supper and a concert by our presenter. Registration 

flyers are available online and will be mailed to past 

attendees. Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; 

pbirch@catholicdos.org. CLICK TITLE. 

 

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 

FEBRUARY 9-11, 2018 
 

Retrouvaille (pronounced 

‘retro- vī ‘, with long i ) means 

“rediscovery”. It is a lifeline of 

hope and healing for struggling 

marriages, even for couples 

who are separated or divorced but want to try again. 

This 3-phase program is offered at St. Anthony’s 

Spirituality Center, Marathon, WI twice a year:  
 

     • Winter Session: February 9-11, 2018  

     • Summer/Fall Session:  August 17-19, 2018  
 

Early registration is strongly recommended and can 

be completed online or by phone. Visit:   

             WWW.HELPOURMARRIAGE.COM 
 

or toll free/confidential call: 1-877-922-HOPE  

CLICK TITLE.       

                                

26
TH

 ANNUAL WORLD DAY OF THE SICK  

FEBRUARY 11, 2018 
 

World Day of the Sick is sponsored by the 

Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral 

Care and has been celebrated since 1992 on the 

feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. This celebration is a 

reminder to pray for all those who are sick and to 

recognize and honor those who work in healthcare 

and those who serve as caregivers. Over the last 

several years, the National Association of Catholic 

Chaplains (NACC) has provided support materials 

for this celebration which include an ecumenical 

service, reflection notes, homily hints, prayers of 

the faithful, and much more. These can be used by 

individuals as well as by dioceses, parishes, health 

care institutions, and other organizations. nacc.org   
                         

 

2018 DIOCESAN MEN’S RETREAT 

FEBRUARY 16-18, 2018 
 

 “Called Out”, is the theme for a weekend retreat 

for men, ages 25-55 at Crosswoods camp in Mason, 

WI. The weekend features renowned speaker David 

Rinaldi, Mass with Bishop Powers, adoration, 

confession and spiritual direction and will be held 

Feb. 16 - 18, beginning 8pm Friday and finishing up 

at noon Sunday. All men are encouraged to share in 

fellowship with other men seeking to deeply live 

out their Catholic Faith. The cost is $40. Register by 

Feb. 1, 2018. Contact Grace Busse: 715-234-5044; 

gbusse@catholicdos.org. CLICK TITLE. 
 

 

 

        ASH WEDNESDAY is February 14, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFLUENZA & THE LITURGY: See the Office of 

Worship page on our diocesan website for 

information for temporary modifications of liturgical 

practices when the flu is present in our communities. 
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2017-2018 RESPECT LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 

FEBRUARY 14, 2018 
 

THEME:  Be Not Afraid 

In relationship to respecting all life, what does this  

theme mean to you?  

All students in grades 5 through 12 are encouraged  

to participate.  

DEADLINE: February 14, 2018 

Contact Debra Lieberg: 715-394-0240; 

dlieberg@catholicdos.org. CLICK TITLE. 

 

 RITE OF ELECTION  

FEBRUARY 18, 2018 
 

The Rite of Election/Call to Continuing Conversion 

always falls on the First Sunday of Lent.  It will be 

celebrated by Bishop Powers at 3:00 pm at the 

Cathedral in Superior. All parishes are asked to 

register their catechumens and/or candidates who 

will take part in this annual liturgy. Registration 

forms will be mailed out and will also be made 

available on the “Worship” portion of the diocesan 

website. Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; 

pbirch@catholicdos.org. 

    

SPANISH ROMAN MISSAL 
 

A new Spanish language Misal Romano 

published specifically for use in the 

dioceses of the United States will be 

available for purchase in May 2018.  It 

has a possible first use date of Pentecost 

2018 and a mandatory use date of the First 

Sunday of Advent 2018, replacing all other Spanish 

language Missals currently in use.  If interested in 

purchasing the Spanish Missal, a bulk order (at a 

discount) will be placed with distribution available 

at the June Ordination. Contact Paul Birch, 715-

394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLERGY BIRTHDAYS 
 

JAN 4    FR. ED ANDERSON 

JAN 6    DEACON ARTHUR GIL DE LAMADRID 

JAN 6
  
   FR. RON SERRAO 

JAN 9    MONSIGNOR PHILIP HESLIN 

JAN 15  DEACON HOWARD CAMERON 

JAN 17  DEACON LARRY AMELL 

JAN 20  FR. HUGH BRIODY 

JAN 24  FR. JOHN LONG 

JAN 25  FR. EUGENE HORNUNG  

JAN 26  FR. RON LEVRA 

 

DEACON ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
 

JAN 11  DEACON CRAIG VOLDBERG 

JAN 18  DEACON LARRY AMELL  

JAN 18  DEACON JOHN GREK 

JAN 18  DEACON TOM RAUSCH 
 

 

2018 
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Defending the Dignity of the Human Person in Health Care and the Life Sciences since 1972

ETHICS & MEDICS
A Commentary of The National Catholic Bioethics Center on Health Care and the Life Sciences

January 2018 Volume 43, Number 1

Sister Nurses 
of the Civil War

o

Sister Dolores Liptak, RSM

Catholic nuns were one of the most significant forces 
for good during the horrific struggle of the Civil 
War (1861–1865). Through their sacrifices, many 

Americans began to overcome their prejudice against 
Catholicism and see it in a new light. The story of their 
heroism and the gifts of care that they brought to the sick 
and injured during the war deserves far wider recognition 
than it has received. 

When the Civil War began, few officials fully under-
stood the devastation that “modern” war would wreak. 
Both the Union and the Confederacy expected swift victory 
because of their excellent leadership and their arsenals of 
killing machines. Few had calculated the extreme human 
cost that such a war would bring. Only as they witnessed 
the carnage did they begin to comprehend the war’s horrific 
effect on the nation. 

Overwhelmed Medical Facilities 

Both sides recognized the need for trained female nurses 
and took steps to address the impending medical crisis. 

The federal government organized a special medical section 
of the War Department and named Dorothea Dix super-
intendent of army nurses. Despite her attempts to create 
a corps, it soon became clear that she was not adequately 
prepared for the task of directing others in the admin-
istration of nursing care. Inexperienced in nursing and 
apparently reluctant to follow the groundbreaking medical 
reforms begun by Florence Nightingale, Dix spent her time 
at organization and management. As the war progressed, 
her efforts to prepare nurses foundered badly. Dix’s worst 

fault was her unwillingness to recruit the many sisters who 
were both available and experienced.1 

As conditions on the battlefields worsened, statesmen, 
army officials, and physicians began to consider the option. 
Aware of the impressive accomplishments of women reli-
gious in the twenty-eight Catholic hospitals and health care 
facilities they operated in the United States, leaders in both 
the Union and the Confederacy began applying to Catholic 
bishops and religious superiors for help. Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton was among the first to request the aid of 
sisters—a practice he would continue throughout the war. 
Other political and military leaders followed his example. 
Knowing the difference nuns could make, Union Brigadier 
General John Rathbone asked Archbishop John Hughes 
of New York to send at least one Sister of Mercy: “There 
are now over 100 men in our hospital and the number of 
nurses employed is quite insufficient. . . . The superiority 
of the Sisters of Charity . . . is known wherever the names 
of Florence Nightingale and the Sisters [of Mercy] who 
accompanied her to the Crimea have been repeated.”2 His 
plea was granted, and similar requests repeatedly met with 
positive results throughout the war. 

Roll Call of Religious Sisters 

Abraham Lincoln, who referred to the sisters as “Angels 
of Mercy” and “Angels of Charity,” clearly recog-

nized firsthand the nuns’ contributions to the war effort. 
According to Colette O’Connor, a Mercy Sister who headed 
Douglas Hospital near the White House, relations with the 
President were respectful and cordial from the beginning 
of the war. In the very first days of the war, she walked 
straight from her hospital to the White House after realizing 
that one vendor required the confirmation of the President 
before providing medical supplies. Lincoln immediately 
sent back the order: “On application of the Sisters of Mercy 
in charge of the military hospital in Washington furnish 
 such provisions as they desire to purchase, and charge same 
to the War Department.”3 

Ironically, the very nuns who were routinely belittled 
by their Protestant detractors were called on to relieve the 
suffering of those same citizens. In fact, as the fighting grew 
more fierce, nursing sisters became even more necessary. 
Soon 615 religious sisters made up one-fifth of the entire 
women’s nursing corps. For their warm-hearted, competent 
service, nuns would earn the respect of hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans. Their gift of healing not only saved 

 Also in this issue: “An Ethical Theory of Care for Veterans,” by Margaret Oberdorf 

Sister Dolores Liptak, RSM, PhD, is an adjunct professor emerita 
of Church history at Holy Apostles College and Seminary in 
Cromwell, Connecticut.




