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2019 NEW CATECHETICAL & SCHOOL
YEAR MESSAGE
Blessings and greetings to you all!
It may be the thick of summer youth ministry season for some of you, but it’s
already time to start thinking about the new school year just around the corner! We hope
that those of you with year-round programs – through Extreme Faith Camp, Totus Tuus,
Steubenville Conferences, Mission Trips and Vacation Bible School – are still going strong
and making many more disciples.
As you wrap-up summer programs, finalize catechist recruitment and training
and plan out your calendar for the year ahead, we want to take a minute to thank you, to
affirm you, and to encourage you. Thank you for your fiat to the Holy Spirit’s invitation
to serve this year. Whether you have been a catechetical leader for decades or this is your
first year, thank you! Our parishes depend on your ‘yes’ each and every day: your ‘yes’ to
loving the families you serve through thick and thin and your ‘yes’ to joyfully and boldly
helping to bring them to Christ and to the fullness of the faith in your Catholic parish.
We want to affirm you. So many of you go above and beyond to equip yourself
spiritually, emotionally and intellectually to be the best you can be at your job. Keep up
the great work – keep investing in learning, in praying, in building healthy relationships at
work, at home, and with the families you serve! It is bearing so much fruit and we are so
grateful to see that!
Finally, we want to encourage you. We know how full your lives are and how
thin the margins are. We know that ministry can often be a thankless job with unseen
struggles, tensions and wounds. There are so many beautiful consolations in ministry –
such as seeing our young people joyfully grow as disciples and seeing families come back
to Mass. Nevertheless, the trials can also be grim and difficult.
Throughout this past year we noticed an increased need for deepening our own
commitment to faith, hope, love, joy, and peace. In the fall we were all greeted with the
latest round of national clergy sexual abuse allegations and the Theodore McCarrick scandal. Then, as the year progressed there seemed to be a heightened sense of attack against
the Church and her teachings. If you watch any televised or social media, you are
probably encountering antagonistic objections to our Christian philosophy and morality.
This has led many to be frustrated and hurt by what is being said and has even led some to
question the Church’s time-honored teachings. If you have Catholic extended family, you
are probably discerning how to best love those family members that are falling further and
further away from the Church.
Our world today, particularly here in the United States, is following the path of
many other Western countries, taking Christ out of the culture and with Him any traditional Judeo-Christian understanding of morality and virtue.
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C ALENDAR
August 10-11
College Send-Off Retreat
Dobie
August 8
New Principal Orientation
Haugen
August 9
WCRIS Teacher Conference
Wisconsin Dells
August 13
New Parish Catechetical
Leader Orientation
Haugen
August 15
Principal and Meeting
Ashland, AmericInn
August 18-20
Parish Catechetical Leader
Conference
Rice Lake, Amerivu
August 20
NWEA Training
CMG Connect Training
Rice Lake, St. Joseph
August 23
New Teacher Gathering
Rice Lake, St. Joseph
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Nevertheless, in such trying times the light of Christ and the brilliance of his Truth, Beauty, and Goodness
are able to shine even more brightly. As catechists, as leaders of faith, and simply as faithful Catholics, we are
expected to stay strong in teaching and following the way of Christ. It is not easy, just ask the Saints! Saint Teresa
of Calcutta reminds us: “Following Jesus is simple, but not easy. Love until it hurts, and then love more.” Saint
Faustina says, “I know well that the greater and more beautiful the work is, the more terrible will be the storms
that rage against it.”
To combat these struggles, we can either conform to the ways laid before us or cling ever more tightly to
Christ and to the freedom that is found in the fullness of the Gospel. We also must not turn away from those we
love or let them falter and fail. We stand next to others who are struggling or have lost their faith and we walk
hand in hand with them.
Pope Francis says that in our post-Christian culture it is our role as Catholics – and particularly us as
leaders and catechists – “to bring love and hope in order to give a more human face to society.” It is our
responsibility to ensure that others perceive the love of Christ in everything we do and say. We need to make sure
we act with care and kindness no matter what obstacles are thrown in our way. God the Father has given us the
Way, the Truth, and the Life in Jesus Christ.
At the outset of this new catechetical year, let us mutually recommit ourselves to continuing to grow in
the faith, love, and hope of Jesus Christ. Anchored in prayer, humility, and joy, when we stumble let us get up,
seek out reconciliation, and keep striving for our fundamental mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ to the
Glory of God.
To Christians, the future does have a name, and its name is Hope. Feeling hopeful does not mean to be optimistically
naïve and ignore the tragedy humanity is facing. Hope is the virtue of a heart that doesn’t lock itself into darkness, that doesn’t
dwell on the past, does not simply get by in the present, but is able to see a tomorrow.

~Pope Francis

C ATHOLIC S CHOOLS W EEK
January 26 through February 1, 2020
Sponsored by NCEA, CSW is an annual celebration of Catholic education in the
United States. Schools typically observe the week with Masses, open houses and
other activities for students, families, parishioners and community members.
Through these events, schools focus on the value Catholic education provides to
young people and its contributions to Church, local communities and the
nation.
This year’s theme is Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.
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F ALL R EGIONAL W ORKSHOP : L IVING & T EACHING THE
T RUTH I N L OVE
Breakout Topics: Keeping Students Engaged; Spirituality of the Catechist
Five Different Locations:
September 23: Ashland
September 24: Woodruff
September 26: Amery
September 30: Spooner
October 1: Merrill
See attached flyer for complete schedule and information on how to register

A NNUAL R EPORT R EMINDER
Each year, both religious education and schools, complete a diocesan annual report. This
report helps us to evaluate how parishes are operating in regards to diocesan policy, but also
helps the Office of Catholic Formation understand what assistance is needed within the parishes.
Every two years a longer, more in depth, survey is taken of the parishes. A less detailed survey
was completed last catechetical year. The full report will be available to the parishes at the
Parish Catechetical Leadership Conference in August.

A longer survey will be conducted this coming catechetical year. The survey will be distributed in August with a due
date of December 1.
The schools’ annual report survey will be distributed in late August or early September with a due date of
November 1. The full report will be available in February.

H IGH S CHOOL D ISCIPLESHIP
Save the Dates for our upcoming High School
Leadership Weekends. Remember to invite high
schoolers who are planning on attending EFC.
Both weekends cover the same topic.
CrossWoods, Mason
December 6-8, 2019
Crescent Lake, Rhinelander
March 27-29, 2020

S PRING K ETCH –U P
S AVE THE D ATE
Opportunity for those in Catholic
Formation to come together for
prayer, fellowship, and rejuvenate!
St. Joseph, Hayward
March 26, 2020
More information coming soon!
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E XTREME F AITH C AMP
We are so excited to announce that we are adding TWO additional weeks of
Extreme Faith Camp!
June 7-12, 2020 - Crosswood, Mason
June 7-12, 2020 - Crescent Lake, Rhinelander
June 14-19, 2020- Crosswood, Mason
June 14-19, 2020- Crescent Lake, Rhinelander
2020 is going to be the 10 year anniversary of EFC coming to the Diocese of
Superior and we are so grateful to all of you for your prayers and support of the
mission of EFC. We have seen so much fruit and can’t wait to see what the
future continues to bring. We are also hoping to introduce online registration
for the 2020 weeks. We are still in the initial planning phases, so please watch
for additional details.

NCYC

T OTUS T UUS

Upcoming Deadlines:
August 1: Final Payment (Coming Soon)
& Completed Spreadsheets

Dates for 2020
•

June 7-12

September 15: Liability Forms Due

•

June 14-19

October 1: Late Registration & Substitution Fees begin

•

June 21-26

•

June 28– July 3

•

July 12-17

•

July 19-24

•

July 26-31

Remember to Register your parish for
2020! Forms are included in this mailing.

Y OUTH R ALLY
St. Francis Xavier, Merrill
October 9, 2019

C OLLEGE S END OFF R ETREAT
St. Patrick, Hudson
October 30, 2019

Where: Our Lady of Lourdes, Dobie
When: Saturday August 10th to Sunday August 11th
(10 am Mass)
Contact: Bryn Radamaker at 715-234-5044 or
intern@catholicdos.org
Please see the enclosed flyer for more details!
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F ALL C ONFERENCE —S AVE THE D ATE
“Called by Name”
The Diocese of Superior’s 57th Annual Fall Conference is scheduled for
October 25, 2019 at St. Joseph Parish in Rice Lake. Heather Gossart,
Director of Consulting Services for NCEA is the morning keynote
speaker. The Keynote for this year is “Lead, Teach, Proclaim, Called by
Name.”
For Early Bird Pricing, please register by Thursday, October 18.
Registration materials and further information will be sent out in a future
issue of the Catechetical Leader and the Chancery Bulletin.
Questions regarding the conference should be directed to
Kathy Drinkwine, kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org or 715 394 0216.

R ISE U P —M IDDLE S CHOOL C ONFERENCE
We are never too young to strive for holiness. This one-day conference for middle school youth challenges
them to “rise up” to live their faith radically, confident that they are known and loved by God the Father.
Young people will be strengthened in their relationship with Christ through keynote speakers, praise & worship, Adoration, Reconciliation, and lots of fun activities!!
When: March 21, 2020
Where: Providence Academy, Plymouth MN
Who: 6th through 8th graders
Registration opens January 8th, 2020

C ONFIRMATION R ETREATS
Over the past year we received many requests for
help locating Confirmation retreats. Please
contact the Bishop Hammes Center if your parish
will be hosting a Confirmation Retreat this year
and willing to open it up to students from other
parishes. Thank you so much!

C ATECHETICAL S UNDAY

This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical
Sunday on September 15, 2019. The 2019 theme will
be "Stay with Us." Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person
plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and
being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is
an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this
mission as a community of faith.
Find Materials Here
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S CHOOL OF S ERVANT L EADERSHIP
The deadline to register is fast approaching-July 19, 20189(If
there is still room for more participants so registration may
remain open past July 19). This is a reminder to please be sure
to recommend this cohort learning to anyone, in your school
or parish, who may be a good fit. Consider participating yourself as a means of continuing education, networking and formation. More information and registration materials can be
found online by following the link. https://catholicdos.org/
school-of-servant-leadership

Please contact Chris Newkirk for information or to register for this year’s servant leadership days.
This commitment is for 9 classes, 1 weekend per month for 9 months. Classes will take place at St. Anthony Parish Hall in Tony WI on Friday evening at 6:00-9:00 pm and a Saturday 8:30 am-4:00 pm in August, September,
October, November, December, January, February, March and April.

V OCATION W EEK

V OCATION W EBSITE

November 3-9, 2019
National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW) is an annual
week-long celebration of the Catholic Church in the United
States dedicated to promote vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate and consecrated life through
prayer and education, and to renew our
prayers and support for those who are
considering one of these particular vocations. NVAW began in 1976. Beginning in 2014, NVAW was moved to the
first full week of November.
Remember to use your Vianney
Vocation lesson plans! If you’d like
another copy of the registration code,
please contact Grace Geisler at ggeisler@catholicdos.org

Called North is a new
website sponsored by the
Office of Vocations for
the Diocese of Superior
that is "dedicated to the
development of a culture
of vocations in the
Diocese of Superior." The goal of the website" is
to provide the lay faithful of the Diocese with the
most current content and resources on vocations
at the parish level." While certain aspects of the
website are still under development, there are
still some resources that are currently available at
callednorth.org. Stay tuned for more updates in
the near future, and please continue to pray for
an increase in vocations in our diocese!
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P ARISH C ATECHETICAL L EADERSHIP C ONFERENCE 2019
Living the Truth in Love
6pm Sunday, Aug. 18 through
12 pm Tuesday, Aug. 20
at the Amerivu in Rice Lake
Cost: 40 per person
Who: These sessions are for ALL individuals
in parishes that work with religious
education, sacramental preparation, youth
ministry and adult formation
Please note that the room cost should be paid
directly to the hotel; To reserve a room
please call: 715-234-4444

C ALENDAR
Please be sure to read the updated 2019-2020 calendar included in this mailing!

R EBOOT L IVE

M AGNIFY

Tuesday, November 12, 2019

Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Location: Merrill High School

Location: St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake

Please watch for more information!

Please watch for more information!
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F ORMATS FOR R ELIGIOUS E DUCATION
Every year, parish catechetical leaders are asked to describe or list their instructional format or model for programs in
the parish. But what does each of those titles of formats actually mean?
Traditional Classroom – a traditional educational setting with classrooms, desks, direct instruction and some discussion with children and youth. Usually a designated textbook is the resource used to instruct the curriculum.
Discipleship Ministry or Comprehensive Youth Ministry – faith is taught in a natural setting for children and
youth, but incorporates catechesis throughout the events. The document Renewing the Vision lays out the guiding principles of this method.
Lectionary-based - a method of teaching the faith to children and adults that uses the Sunday Mass Scripture readings as the basis for catechetical sessions. Usually this is done in a traditional classroom style.
Mini-courses – a method of teaching the faith to children and adults that breaks catechetical material into courses.
Usually this is done in a traditional classroom style.
Family-centered – this method either 1) teaches the families together as a group within a parish setting, 2) provides
materials for families to teach their own children at home, or 3) provides traditional catechesis for the children
with sessions set aside to invite the families into the parish to be catechized together.
Home-schooling – this method allows the parents to catechize their children in the home setting. It is either directed by the parish or by the parents.
Intergenerational (primary) – “community catechesis” whereby multiple generations of individuals from throughout the parish are invited to attend catechetical sessions together. If this is the only way in which children and
youth receive catechesis, it would be considered primary.
Intergenerational (blended) - community catechesis” whereby multiple generations of individuals from throughout the parish are invited to attend catechetical sessions together. If this is a session once a month or every few
months alternated with traditional catechesis or another form of child and youth catechesis, then this is considered
blended.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - involving adults and children in a common religious experience in which the
religious values of childhood (contemplation and enjoyment of God) are predominant. This is a purchased, licensed program that requires training to implement.
Early Catholic Family Life – a parent-child centered program aimed at assisting parents seeking to pass the faith
onto their children.
Programs for children with Special Needs - these programs can either be specifically designed for individual
students to learn the faith or be adapted so they can participate with other parish offerings, or they can be group
setting for children with special needs to learn about the faith at a level in which they can understand.
Summer catechetical – summer programming can take on different methods. Generally summer catechesis is offered as Vacation Bible School, Totus Tuus and/or Extreme Faith Camp. Summer catechetical can also be intensive or general catechesis offered to children, youth and adults in place of school year catechesis.
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J OB P OSTING L OCATIONS — S CHOOLS
WECAN - https://wecan.education.wisc.edu/#/
Use username and password assigned through schools’ office.
WCRIS - https://www.wcris.org/school-resources/jobboard/
ACE Notre Dame: https://ace.nd.edu/job-board
NCEA - http://careers.ncea.org/jobseekers
WISCONSIN
St. Norbert College Career Services, De Pere
Phone: 920-403-3040
Website: http://www.snc.edu/careers/
(click box titled ‘Hire a Knight’)
Viterbo University, La Crosse
Contact: Alyssa Gostonczik
Phone: 608-796-3829
Email: argostonczik@viterbo.edu
Website: https://app.purplebriefcase.com/pb/account/
login?s=Viterbo
Northland College, Ashland
Contact: Dr. Annette Nelson
Email: anelson@northland.edu
Silver Lake College of the Holy Family, Manitowoc
Contact: Jan Algozine
Phone: 920-686-6192
Email: Jan.Algozine@sl.edu
Miscellaneous: Jan will make sure that student teachers/
graduates are aware of your job openings
UW-Superior
Phone: 715-394-8024
Email: career@uwsuper.edu
Website: https://www.uwsuper.edu/career/employers/
postpositions.cfm
UW-Eau Claire
Phone: 715-836-6018
Email: careers@uwec.edu
Website: https://www.uwec.edu/Career/employers/
index.htm
UW-Stout, Menomonie
Phone: 715-232-1601
Email: careerservices@uwstout.edu
Website: http://www.uwstout.edu/careers/emplres.cfm
UW-River Falls
Phone: 715-425-3572
Email: career.services@uwrf.edu
Website: https://www.uwrf.edu/CareerServices/
Employer.cfm
UW-Stevens Point
Phone: 715-346-3226
Email: career@uwsp.edu
Website: http://www.uwsp.edu/career/employers/
Pages/default.aspx

MINNESOTA
St. Scholastica College, Duluth, MN
Contact: Mary Anderson
Phone: 218-723-6085
Email: manders1@css.edu
Website: https://www.myinterfase.com/css/employer/
St. Benedict/St. John’s University,
St. Joseph/Collegeville, MN
Contact: Connie Schiff
Phone: 320-363-5709
Email: cschiff@csbsju.edu
Website: https://csbsju-csm.symplicity.com/
St. Mary University, Winona, MN
Contact: Vicki McDonald
Phone: 507-457-6996
Email: vmcdonal@smumn.edu
Website: https://www.myinterfase.com/smumn/
employer/home.aspx
St. Catherine University, St. Paul, MN
Contact: Career Development
Phone: 651-690-8890
Email: askcareer@stkate.edu
Website: https://www.myinterfase.com/stkate/employer/
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN
Phone: 651-962-6761
Email: career@stthomas.edu
Website: http://www.stthomas.edu/
careerdevelopment/employers/tou/
University of Minnesota, Duluth, MN
Phone: 218-726-7985
Email: carserv@d.umn.edu
Website: http://www.d.umn.edu/career-internship-services/
employer-services
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, MN
Phone: 612-624-7577
Website: http://goldpass.umn.edu/
MICHIGAN
Lake Superior State University, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Phone: 906-635-2898
Email: rwilliamson@lssu.edu
Website: https://www.lssu.edu/career/Employers.php
Northern Michigan University, Marquette, MI
Phone: 906-227-2800
Email: careers@nmu.edu
Website: http://www.nmu.edu/careerservices/employers
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J OB P OSTING L OCATIONS - R ELIGIOUS E DUCATION /Y OUTH M INISTRY
Catholic Sites
Catholic Jobs.com
https://www.catholicjobs.com/employers/login
LifeTeen
http://lifeteen.com/cym/job_posts/
NCCL (National Conference of Catechetical Leadership
http://nccl-jobs.careerwebsite.com
NFCYM (National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry)
http://www.nfcym.org/job-listings/
NCEA (National Catholic Education Association
http://careers.ncea.org/jobseekers/
UND Echo (Faith Formation Leadership Program)
http://echo.nd.edu/?cat=18

Loyola University of Chicago, IL
http://www.luc.edu/career/employers.shtml
Augustine Institute, Greenwood Village, CO
https://www.augustineinstitute.org/job-listings/
Pontifical John Paul II Institute, Washington, D.C.
https://www.johnpaulii.edu/resources/job-postings

College of St. Benedict-St. John’s, St. JosephCollegeville, MN
https://www.csbsju.edu/career/employers
Ecumenical Sites
Religious Education Association
https://religiouseducation.net/openings
ChristianJobs
http://www.christianjobs.com

Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI
http://www.marquette.edu/csc/employers/index.shtml
St. Thomas University, St. Paul, MN
https://webapp.stthomas.edu/careerdevelopment/
joblistings/index.htm
Franciscan University of Steubenville, OH
https://www.franciscan.edu/careerservices/listing.aspx
Benedictine College, Atchison, KS
http://www.benedictine.edu/academics/success/
careers/employers

Secular Sites
Indeed
https://www.indeed.com
Monster
https://hiring.monster.com
ZipRecruiter
https://www.ziprecruiter.com

