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STIR THE SUPE'
We just started rolling out a new YouTube series called Stir
the Supe’ in which Chris interviews young adults from around
the Diocese of Superior (the Supe'). The first episode launches
on Friday, December 4th. Subsequent episodes will come out
every couple of weeks. Please consider sharing this with your
families and on your social media. Each episode will be
focused on diving into the life of discipleship as witnessed by
the words and life of the young person being featured.
LINK

BHC Office
Closed
December 24-25

"Live in faith and hope, though it be in darkness, for in this
darkness God protects the soul. Cast your care upon God for you
are His and He will not forget you. Do not "O
think
thatI can
He live
is leaving
my God,
by your Grace,
you alone, for that would be to wrong
I can Him."
rest on your Sacred Heart!"
~ St. John of the Cross

~ St. Therese of Lisieux.

IDEAS TO SUPPORT ENCOUNTERING CHRIST IN
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

Excerpt taken from Sadlier Religion Blog, Guest Author, April 30 2020. Read the full article here:
www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/ideas-to-support-encountering-christ-in-catholic-faith-formation

Directors of Religious Education, youth ministers, and catechists provide an opportunity for each
of their students to encounter Christ and experience his love and mercy and to grow in their
relationship with him. The catechist is often the primary agent for the invitation to encounter
Christ as they work directly with the students in your religious education program. This can be
done in many ways: incorporating Scripture, prayer experiences, meditation, witness, and offering
many opportunities to celebrate the sacraments.
The catechist is often the primary agent for the invitation to encounter Christ as they work
directly with the students in your religious education program.
Ideas to Help Your Students Encounter Christ
Here are some more suggestions to help children encounter Christ. Each has an idea for a fun
application you can do with your students today.
Encountering Christ Idea 1: Be Gospel Centered
Tell students the story of Christ’s great and redemptive love. Sharing with our students the
Gospel as a narrative, helping them understand the abundant love that motivated Jesus’ act on
the cross, rather than boiling the Gospel down to episodes to remember, will help them to
encounter Christ themselves.
Fun application: Gospel Scavenger Hunt! Open up different episodes of the Gospels. Divide
students into teams and assign each team an episode to read together. Ask each time to identify
different characteristics of Jesus from his words and actions and in the interactions of those he
encountered.
Encountering Christ Idea 2: Share Salvation History
Salvation history is critical in a student’s understanding of who Christ is and why relationship
with him matters. Make sure when you’re teaching salvation history the focus is on the story as
an epic, not as a series of short stories. Presentation of the story of salvation in this way makes
it clear who Christ is and what his purpose was, and that God has a deep and abiding love for all
his people, not just then, but also now.
Fun application: Timeline Project! Help students design a timeline to see God at work throughout
history, then and now.
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"Live in faith and hope, though it be in darkness, for in this
darkness God protects the soul. Cast your care upon God for you
are His and He will not forget you. Do not think that He is leaving
you alone, for that would be to wrong Him."
~ St. John of the Cross

SUPPORT ENCOUNTERING CHRIST CONT.

Encountering Christ Idea 3: Remember, the Story is For All Generations
It can be tempting to think that the stories of salvation history or a real presentation of the
Gospel are not age appropriate for elementary school students. However, we must remember
that the Gospels and the stories of salvation history aren’t just understandable for students,
they happened for them! We can’t fail to understand something that was done by God with us in
mind. The stories need to be explained in relatable age appropriate terms, but the stories
themselves are for everyone, just like God’s saving action.
Fun application: Scripture Quest! Search for and share Scripture stories featuring disciples of all
ages, especially children.
Encountering Christ Idea 4: Cultivate Quiet
In a world where all of us, including kids, are constantly connected, plugged in, and engaged it
is crucial that we give our students space and opportunity for quiet, so they learn not only how
to pray in their own hearts, but also how to prayerfully listen to the voice of God. Introduce
opportunities for reflection, guided meditation, or journaling. Quiet prayer is not just for more
mature students, it can work well, and frankly, be necessary for younger students as well. Start
with age appropriate lengths of time, even just a few short minutes can be helpful for younger
students.
Fun application: Quiet Time! Begin instituting a scheduled quiet time in your religious education
classroom or family time.
Encountering Christ Idea 5: Access to the Sacraments
The Sacraments are truly a tangible encounter with Christ, and his grace. If you want to provide
an opportunity for your students to encounter Christ, you must give them access to the
sacraments. Keep this in mind in your sacramental preparations. Ask yourself frequently, “how
is this part of this program helping students encounter Christ?” If you can’t come up with an
answer, consider what else you could put in its place to better serve this primary purpose. Any
witness to the grace of the sacraments, is an opportunity for an encounter with Christ.
Fun application: Celebrate the sacraments! Host annual reconciliation services, invite students
and their families to ordination masses, honor catechists celebrating wedding anniversaries.
Read the complete article with more information on this topic as well as ideas for supporting
catechists here: ARTICLE
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"Live in faith and hope, though it be in darkness, for in this
darkness God protects the soul. Cast your care upon God for you
my God,
by your Grace,
are His and He will not forget you. Do not "O
think
thatI can
He live
is leaving
I can rest on your Sacred Heart!"
you alone, for that would be to wrong Him."
~ St. John of the Cross

~ St. Therese of Lisieux.

ANNUAL REPORT REMINDER
We've emailed out a survey link titled "Faith Formation Questionnaire" with a due date of
November 1. This survey helps us to evaluate how parishes are operating in regards to diocesan
policy, but also helps the Office of Catholic Formation understand what assistance is needed
within the parishes. PLEASE RETURN ASAP
Please contact Grace Geisler at ggeisler@catholicdos.org if you have any questions or if you
didn't receive an email. A full report will be available to the parishes at the Parish Catechetical
Leadership Conference in August.

2021 UPDATES
Thank you to everyone for your patience as we work to figure out how diocesan youth
ministry will look for 2021. Please watch for emails and information from us regarding the
following events:
- March for Life
- Totus Tuus
- Extreme Faith Camp pre-registration.

ADORATION RESOURCES
Here are a few resources to help introduce adoration to kids and teachers:
Taking Kids To Adoration
What Is Adoration? A How To Video
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EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES - CANCELLED

Due to the spike in Covid19 cases in Taylor County and the State of Wisconsin, the Eucharistic
Miracle Display at Holy Rosary in Medford has been postponed. If the conditions improve the
event may be rescheduled for March of 2021, during the Lenten season.
For information please contact Mike Bub at 715-748-3336 ext. 248

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S RETREAT SURVEY
As we discern the direction for this year's Men's and Women's retreat, we would love to hear
for feedback from you if you have attended in the past or were hoping to attend this year.
Men's Retreat Link
Women's Retreat Link

ONLINE RESOURCES
The diocese has combined all of the COVID-19 resources in one place including a collection
of Masses from around the diocese that are available to live stream as well as Family Faith
Formation resources.
Link to Diocese of Superior Resources

CONFIRMATION RETREATS
NET Ministries is hosting confirmation retreat weekends at their West St. Paul retreat
facility this year. For more information or to register visit: netusa.org/confirmation
This year NET is offering a virtual option as well. Please check out this link for more
information about this: netusa.org/virtualretreats/
If your parish will be hosting a Confirmation Retreat this year and are willing to open it up
to students from other parishes, please let us know! Thank you so much!
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS
January 26, 2021: “Ministry from Afar” Speakers: Peggy Schoenfuss & Fr. Papi Reddy Yeruva
April 20, 2021: “I am a Lifelong Learner” Speaker: Chris Newkirk
All Sessions are held at St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward and will follow the schedule below:
9:30 – 10:00 a.m. Registration, Gathering & Hospitality
10:00 – 3:00 p.m. Sessions
Please see the Diocesan website for more information and to register

CHRISTMAS RESOURCES
The Office of Catholic Formation would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year! We'd love to pass along some Christmas and New Year resources and activities for you
to pass along to your families if needed!
Cross Catholic Outreach - Box of Joy
USCCB - Blessing of Nativity Scene or Christmas Manger
Catholic Cuisine - Recipe Ideas
Today's Catholic Teacher - Christmas Activities
Catholic Icing - O Antiphons
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