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The tragedy we are experiencing summons us to take seriously the things that 
are serious, and not to be caught up in those that matter less; to rediscover that 
life is of no use if not used to serve others. For life is measured by love. May we 

reach out to those who are suffering and those most in need. May we not be 
concerned about what we lack, but what good we can do for others,”  

(Pope Francis, Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020) 
 
In a time of crisis, a primary task of leadership is demonstrating confidence and security. Having a clearly 
defined and well articulated plan in place will make the transition from parish-based catechesis to at-home 
catechesis far less traumatic for the families. It will also give the community a sense that they are not helpless 
victims in difficult circumstances. With confident and decisive leadership from the parish, the families can 
feel empowered to continue with the mission of the parish despite adverse circumstances. This provides for a 
crucial sense of continuity. 
 
While preparing to provide instruction and materials to be covered during an at-home time due to pandemic, 
weather or other disaster, it is important to be mindful of these considerations: 
 

● Some families may have to share space, internet access, and devices between parents and multiple 
children.  Accordingly, they may not be able to access online instruction or materials at “required” 
times. 

● The focus of continuing learning during a pandemic situation should not be on how much time a child 
spends on work or learning, but rather on their ability to meet certain objectives.  Lessons should be 
planned out based on standards or objectives to be learned, not on what is normally covered in a 
face-to-face situation.  

● While teaching, every catechist should always be focusing on learning targets or objectives that they 
want each child to know by the end of the lesson. These learning targets help to focus what is being 
taught - “students will be able to…”.  During an emergency type situation, it is important to reduce 
the number of learning targets because the learning environment in which the child/youth will be in 
is unknown.  Emergency learning targets can be created in advance, such as you would have “extra” 
plans prepared for a substitute teacher.  Sample emergency learning targets adjusted for expectations 
by age group are found in the sample plan.  Once you narrow down the learning targets, you should 
match textbook pages and/or other resources to those targets.   Once these two things are completed, 
a lesson plan can be written for the parents and children/youth to follow. 

 
First and foremost, every parish must develop a plan to handle any at-home instruction if it is decided that 
this will occur.  Having the plan in place, prior to any situation occurring, will ease the stress of all involved.   
 
Before developing the plan, evaluate and consider these questions: 
 

1. What is your parish mission and vision regarding catechesis?  What is your goal?  Will at-home 
formation support or hinder your mission? 

2. What does the public or local Catholic school do to close due to pandemic, weather or other disaster? 
Do you follow their directive to cancel faith formation or have specific determinations to make your 
own decisions? 

3. Does the city/town, county or state require the parish to close?  Are there local or state ordinances 
that would require the parish to close or discontinue services during specific situations? 

4. Does the parish have the resources to provide at-home formation for a short period of time? 
5. Do the catechists have the resources (computer, internet, etc.) to provide at-home formation for a 

short period of time? 
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6. Are the catechists prepared, able to assist in offering instruction/discipleship groups in this manner?  
7. How will the workload of the catechetical leader(s) change? Please note that the pastor/supervisor 

should give direction on this item. 
8. Is there a good communication tool currently being utilized that can be used to inform families of the 

change to at-home formation and give updates throughout the pandemic/weather event? 
 
Include the following items in the Plan (see sample plan in appendix): 
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SAMPLE Plan 
 

Parish Mission Statement 

 
Our Cluster of Parishes is a community of Catholic Christians dedicated to active participation in faith 

development.  Through education and communication, we challenge the members of our parishes to grow in 
worship, formation, and service.  We strive to follow the footsteps of Jesus by teaching His ways, befriending 

the lonely, aiding the poor, and working for justice and peace. 
 

Goals of Faith Formation During Pandemic, Weather, or Disaster Related Long-term Closure 

 
If closure lasts three or more consecutive sessions… 

● Maintain communication with religious education families and parishioners. 
● Provide outreach to individuals and families - financial, emotional and/or faith assistance,  
● Provide faith enrichment resources to individuals and families. 
● Provide catechesis for First Communion/Reconciliation, Confirmation and RCIA. 
● Continue small group discussions with discipleship groups. 

 

Survey to families in religious education using Google Forms   

 
(This can be done at time of registration) 
 

Home Accessibility to Formation Resources 
  
What type of internet connection do you have in your home? 
_____ None - we don’t have internet access at home. 
_____ DSL (internet service from a landline telephone company) 
_____ Cable (internet service from a cable TV company) 
_____ Cellular (internet service from a cellular phone company) 
_____ Satellite (internet service from a dish installed on or near our home) 
_____ I don’t know 
_____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
If you only have cellular internet, do you have a data limit? 
_____ Yes 
_____ No 
 
Do you have access to a device that you can use to take an online course beyond a cell phone? 
_____ Yes 
_____ No 
 
How many people in your home share this device or connection? 
_____ 1-3 people 
_____ 4-8 people 
_____ more than 8 people 
 
To what degree do you feel confident that your internet service could handle participating in an online meeting 
platform? 
 
___0%  ___10%   ___20%  ___30%  ___40%  ___50%  ___60% ___70%   ___80%  ___90%  ___100% 
 
Do you have access to basic supplies in your home? (loose leaf paper, pencils, crayons, markers, rulers, etc…) 
_____ Yes 
_____ No 
_____ Some.  Please list which supplies you might need:  __________________________________________ 
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What programs does your public school use for at-home instruction? 
_____ Student-information-system _____ Other (please list other) 
_____ Zoom ___________________________________ 
_____ Google Classroom ___________________________________ 
_____ Google Hangouts/Meet ___________________________________ 
  
Family Name: ______________________________________________________ 

 
Analysis of family survey. 
 

Home Accessibility to Formation Resources 
  
What type of internet connection do you have in your home? 
2   None - we don’t have internet access at home. Contact the Smiths and Riders, determine how materials can be 
picked up or dropped off. 
0   DSL (internet service from a landline telephone company) 
10  Cable (internet service from a cable TV company) 
10  Cellular (internet service from a cellular phone company) Contact Joans, Peters, Matthews, Johnsons, Lukas’, 
Markesons, James’ to determine if they are willing to use the data plan for online access or would prefer 
hard-copy materials. 
4  Satellite (internet service from a dish installed on or near our home) 
2   I don’t know  Contact Stephens and Lewis’ to assess their plan and determine if they need hard-copy materials. 
_____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
If you only have cellular internet, do you have a data limit? 
 7  Yes  See above 
_____ No 
 
Do you have access to a device that you can use to take an online course beyond a cell phone? 
20  Yes 
8  No Contact Smiths, Riders, Stephens, Peters, Matthews, Lukas’, Markesons and James’ to determine their 
limitations in participating online and if they need hard-copy materials. 
 
How many people in your home share this device or connection? 
14  1-3 people 
10  4-8 people 
_____ more than 8 people 
Smiths, Riders, Stephens and Markesons did not answer the question.  Find out why and what their situation is 
and the impact on being able to online or hard-copy catechesis. 
 
To what degree do you feel confident that your internet service could handle participating in an online meeting 
platform? 
 
2 0%  ___10%   ___20% 2 30%  ___40%  4 50%  ___60% ___70%   8 80%  ___90%  12 100% 
Smiths and Riders listed 0%, find out their situation.  Stephens and Markesons listed 30% contact them and find 
out what they’re most comfortable with. 
 
Do you have access to basic supplies in your home? (loose leaf paper, pencils, crayons, markers, rulers, etc…) 
25 Yes 
1  No Gather supplies for Smiths and contact them on how to deliver. 
2 Some.  Please list which supplies you might need:  Deliver paper and markers to Riders, Deliver paper and glue 
to Merkesons. 
 
What programs does your public school use for at-home instruction? 
_____ Student-information-system _____ Other (please list other) 
_____ Zoom 8 learning packets _____________________ 
20  Google Classroom ___________________________________ 
_____ Google Hangouts/Meet ___________________________________ 
  
Family Name: ______________________________________________________ 
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Catechetical Resource and Training 

 
Current Curriculum  What available/needed if at-home 
● 3-6 year olds - Catechesis of the Good Shep. 
 
 
● Gr. 1-5 - Our Sunday Visitor - Call to Faith 
 
 
● Gr. 2 - Encounter with Christ (OSV) 
 
 
● Gr. 6-8 - Edge 
 
 
 
● Gr. 9-10 - Lifeteen 
● Gr. 11 - Chosen: Confirmation 

● Can provide ideas for what items could be purchased 
for home to continue hands-on faith 
experimentation, provide family prayers, etc.  

● Home Lessons and Resources available online. 
Catechists could provide an outline of what lessons 
families could work together on during closure. 

● Online family resources and videos.  Parents will 
need the username and password to access as well as 
an outline of what to cover. 

● Some video and online events to share.  Keep small 
group discussions via Zoom.  Will need additional 
resources - look at Ascension - possibly lay out same 
topics as if face-to-face.   

● Same as Middle School 
● Can continue prep through online videos and small 

group discussions with Zoom.  
 
What do the catechists need to be successful? 

● CGS - Donna and Susan -  
○ Need to contact CGS and find out what information can be shared with families so they can 

create their own family atrium.  Should do this at the beginning of the year so that families can 
be prepared ahead of time.   

○ Gather resources - both paper and online - that families can utilize or turn to on a regular 
basis if closed.   

○ Have the materials/list available and/or share ahead of time. Possibly start a Facebook page 
with the families to 1) be connected with the program all the time and 2) share ideas and give 
support if closed. 

● Gr. 1 - no students this year 
● Gr. 2 - Leslie and Sara -  

○ Leslie has a strong understanding of the program (been lead catechist for 7 years) and Sara has 
a strong understanding of online resources.   

○ Together they need to sit down and review and understand how things could work if things 
were closed.  Leslie could outline what should be “taught” during closure and Sara can 
establish the list of resources and practical guide for families to follow.   

○ Sara could possibly set up some Zoom sessions for the families/children to come together once 
a week to discuss what they’re learning.   

○ The plan for this type of catechesis should be explained to families at the beginning of the 
year.   

● Gr. 3 - Terry and Diane -  
○ They have been teaching this grade level for 5 years.   
○ They are comfortable with the classroom format but are not aware of/or have not used any of 

the online resources that come with the curriculum.   
○ Terry and Diane need inservicing on how to use the online resources.   
○ If they are not comfortable with using those online resources, they need to create home 

packets for each of the students, laying out what should be covered during the closure.   
○ Once a week they should make a phone call to each family to find out how they are doing. 

● Gr. 4-5 - Bob and Joyce -  
○ They have been teaching this grade combination for about 3 years.   
○ Bob is a school teacher and Joyce works in an office setting.  Bob is familiar with online 

platforms that the children are familiar with.  He is willing to use some of those platforms to 
continue face-to-face classes each week.   
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○ Bob can set up lessons, using the textbooks and online resources. 
● Gr. 6-8 - Stacia, Lyndsey, and Barbara -  

○ Stacia and Lyndsey are comfortable with Zoom, and already utilize it to have group 
discussions.   

○ They will lay out weekly topics and small group gatherings so they can continue if things close. 
○ For the families without technology, Stacia will contact families to determine what ways will 

be best to connect and supply resources to them.  Weekly phone calls will be made to these 
families. 

● Gr. 9-10 - Stacia, Lyndsey, and Todd - Same as Gr. 6-8. 
● Gr. 11 - Greg and Philip -  

○ Greg prefers to use the DVDs with the small group discussion and is not familiar with the 
online resources with the program.   

○ Philip is a teacher and is comfortable with online meetings.   
○ They both need some inservice about the online resources. 
○ Philip will set up the online format. 
○ For families with no online access, Greg will prepare some at-home resources.  

 

Procedures 

 
Communication: 

● With catechists…  All communications will be conducted by email, like currently.  Additional Zoom 
meetings may be held once a week, on Wednesday at 6:00 PM, if the length of closure is extensive. 

● With parish staff/volunteers… All parish staff/volunteers in the “need to know” will be cc’d on 
communication to catechists.   

● With families….  All communications will continue via email and a link on Facebook and the parish 
website as normal.  Weekly newsletters will be implemented through these platforms if the length 
of closure is extensive. 

● With total parish…  The family communications will be linked to the parish Facebook page and 
website.  Juliette will put a weekly message in the bulletin like normal. 

 
Distribution of Materials/Resources: 

● To catechists… 
○ If there is a warning for closure, catechists will make sure they have their resources at 

home. 
○ If there is immediate closure and materials/resources are accessible, Juliette and Stacia 

will gather the materials, bag/box them, and have a designated pick-up area outside 
the parish office.  How and when to pick up materials will be communicated in an 
email.   

○ If there is immediate closure and materials/resources are not accessible, Juliette will 
forward each catechist links to their on-line resources. 

● To families… 
○ If there is a warning for closure, catechists will send home consumable 

textbooks/resources with children/youth.  Other information will be communicated to 
families, through the catechist via email or mail.  Juliette will follow up with this 
communication in the weekly newsletter.  Any materials that would still need to be 
picked up will have a designated location and time to be picked up announced in the 
newsletter.  Any materials not picked up, Juliette will make arrangements to have them 
delivered to the home. 

○ If there is immediate closure and materials/resources are accessible, Juliette and Stacia 
will gather the materials and bag/box them.   Juliette will communicate with every 
family.  Any materials that need to be picked up will have a designated location and 
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time to be picked up announced in the newsletter.  Any materials not picked up, 
Juliette will make arrangements to have them delivered to the home. 

○ If there is immediate closure and materials/resources are not accessible, Juliette will 
share the online resource links in the family newsletter.  For those families with no 
internet access, Juliette will call each family to determine what they may need. 

● To students… 
○ Most information will be relayed through the parents - see above.   
○ Catechists using online formats, after Juliette ensures there is parent permission, will 

reach out to their students electronically. 
 
Use of online Resources/Platforms: 

Local Rules: 
● Juliette, Stacia, and Bob (business manager) must have a copy of the online platform username, 

password and/or able to access whenever class/group is in session. 
● A calendar/schedule of meeting times must be turned in weekly to Juliette, Stacia and Bob. 
● Any adults  joining the meeting must be background checked and trained. Juliette will 

distribute a list to catechists of who qualifies. 
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Family Outreach: 

● Because some families have children in multiple grades, these catechists will check in on the family 
with a phone call each week to see how they’re doing.   

● Email family directory to those catechists who do not have their copy. 
1. Andrews - Gr. 3, Gr. 5  - Terry and Diane 
2. Benjamin - Gr. 7, Gr. 9, Gr. 11  - Stacia 
3. Daniels - Gr. 10 - Lyndsey 
4. Jacobs - Gr. 3, Gr. 7, Gr. 9, Gr. 11  - Stacia 
5. James - CGS, Gr. 3, Gr. 5  - Bob and Joyce 
6. Joans - CGS  - Donna 
7. Job - Gr. 11  - Greg 
8. Joel - Gr. 8, Gr. 10  - Lyndsey 
9. Johnson - CGS, Gr. 2  - Leslie 
10. Judge - Gr. 10  - Stacia 
11. King - Gr. 9, Gr. 11  - Lyndsey 
12. Levi - Gr. 11  - Greg 
13. Lewis - CGS, Gr. 2  - Leslie 
14. Lukas -Gr. 6, Gr. 9  - Stacia 
15. Maccabee - Gr. 9, Gr. 11  - Greg 

16. Markeson - Gr. 9, Gr. 11  - Greg 
17. Matthews - Gr. 6, Gr. 8, Gr. 10  - Lyndsey 
18. Micah - Gr. 7, Gr. 9  - Stacia 
19. Paulson - Gr. 10  - Lyndsey 
20. Peters - Gr. 6  - Stacia 
21. Phillips - Gr. 3, Gr. 6  - Terry and Diane 
22. *Rider - CGS, Gr. 2, Gr. 4  - Leslie 
23. Roman - CGS, Gr. 2, Gr. 3 - Leslie 
24. Samuels - CGS, Gr. 2  - Leslie 
25. *Smith - CGS, Gr. 2, Gr. 4, Gr. 5, Gr. 7 - Bob and 

Joyce 
26. Stephen - Gr. 2, Gr. 4, Gr. 6  - Bob and Joyce 
27. Thomas - Gr. 11  - Stacia 
28. Timothy - Gr. 3, Gr. 7  - Terry and Diane 

● Juliette (CRE) will put together the resources for the Smith and Rider family and arrange for it to be 
delivered/picked up. 

● Stacia and Lyndsey will check in with the Gr. 6-10 families to make sure they are not being 
overwhelmed by the contacts and procedures. 

 

Contingency Plans 

 
Each catechist has been assigned a contingency fill-in person. The catechist will share with their fill-in the 
expectations, plans, resources, etc. to be carried out.  The fill-in will take over the catechist’s responsibilities 
until he/she can return.  These contingency fill-ins are numbered 1 through 3.  If the first isn’t available due 
to illness or other issue related to the closure, the second takes over, etc. 
 

● CGS - Donna and Susan - 1) Susan and Donna will take over for the other; 2) Juliette; 3) Leslie or Sara 
● Gr. 1 - no students this year 
● Gr. 2 - Leslie and Sara - 1) Leslie and Sara will take over for the other; 2) Juliette; 3) Donna or Susan 
● Gr. 3 - Terry and Diane - 1) Terry and Diane will take over for the other; 2) Juliette; 3) Bob or Joyce 
● Gr. 4-5 - Bob and Joyce - 1) Bob and Joyce will take over for each other; 2) Juliette; 3) Terry or Diane 
● Gr. 6-8 - Stacia, Lyndsey, and Barbara 1) Stacia, Lyndsey and Barbara will take over for each other; 2) 

Juliette 
● Gr. 9-10 - Stacia, Lyndsey, and Todd  1) Stacia, Lyndsey and Todd will take over for each other; 2) 

Juliette 
● Gr. 11 - Greg and Philip - 1) Greg and Philip will take over for each other; 2) Juliette; 3) Stacia or 

Lyndsey 
● Juliette (CRE) - 1) Stacia, 2) Lyndsey, 3) Donna 

 

Attendance Statement 

 
During a pandemic, weather, or disaster related long-term closure (such as we faced in the late-winter and 
spring of 2020), attendance in our faith formation program will not be mandatory. This is on account of the 
vastly different circumstances that the families in our parish would be facing (technology limits, 
employment/health concerns, strain on parents availability to facilitate lessons at home, etc.). While some 
parents would have an increased ability to be present to their children as at-home faith educators, others 
would find such an obligation unrealistic and unattainable. With young people preparing for First 
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Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation, the pastor and catechetical leader will work with each 
family to gauge the young people’s readiness in light of the difficult circumstances.  

Parental Permission for Online Formation 

 
(This can be done at time of registration) 
 
Provided that the details of the instruction (time/date, digital platform, name of instructors, etc.) be given to 
me in advance, I give permission for my child(ren) to participate in weekly virtual meetings with their 
catechists during a prolonged stay-at-home situation due to pandemic or other calamity.  
 
Name of child(ren) permitted to utilize online instruction: ______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian's name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s signature: ________________________________________   Date: ______________ 
 
 

Target Specific Curriculum 

 
CGS - With the assistance of the parents, children will be able to: 

1. Listen to and act out Bible Stories - if families do not have a children’s bible at home, they can access 
some stories at this Christian site - https://www.bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php, 
or using the parish Formed.org account 

2. Discuss their baptism with their parents - use thecatholickid.com coloring page 
3. Pray with their parents. 

a. Sign of the Cross - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yq36oI-OuvQ 
b. Our Father - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4mIz7EHPEs 
c. Meal Prayer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZtPs0uuI0I 
d. Free prayer - https://catholic-link.org/images/infographic-pope-francis-5-finger-prayer/ 

4. Sing religious songs - 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZk8-CwJM_UUpgsxmSrfWoFmcyfqm02E1 

5. Recognize and color religious pictures - http://www.thecatholickid.com/ 
 
Gr. 2 - With the assistance of the parents, children will be able to: 

1. Tell Bible stories in their own words - if families do not have a children’s bible at home, they can 
access some stories at this Christian site - 
https://www.bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php, or using the parish Formed.org 
account 

2. Connect these Scripture stories with words and actions in daily life. 
3. Understand that the bread and wine at Mass become the body and blood of Jesus Christ - 

https://watch.formed.org/presence/season:1/videos/para-ninos-the-miracle-at-every-mass 
4. Forgiveness and reconciliation are important parts of the life of the Church 
5. There is a difference between sin and accidents or mistakes 

https://watch.formed.org/forgiven/season:1/videos/for-children-how-to-make-a-great-confession 
 
Gr. 3 - With the assistance of the parents, children will be able to: 

1. Tell Bible stories in their own words - if families do not have a children’s bible at home, they can 
access some stories at this Christian site - 
https://www.bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php, or using the parish Formed.org 
account 

2. Connect these Scripture stories with words and actions in daily life. 
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3. Pray with the Scriptures - https://www.cgsusa.org/homepage/covid-19-response/ 
4. Say the Nicene Creed - https://www.thereligionteacher.com/nicene-creed-lesson-plan-activities/ 
5. Name and briefly describe the seven sacraments - 

https://www.thereligionteacher.com/seven-sacraments-lesson-plan/ 
 
Gr. 4 - With the assistance of the parents, children will be able to: 

1. Tell Scripture stories in the child's own words - if families do not have a children’s bible at home, they 
can access some stories at this Christian site - 
https://www.bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php, or using the parish Formed.org 
account 

2. Pray using the Scriptures, especially the Psalms - http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/0 
3. Make an examination of conscience - 

https://cathfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/cf_activity_examination_kids.pdf 
4. Apply the principles of fairness and justice to family and peer relationships, to sports and other 

games and to care for the earth - https://www.crs.org/resource-center/CST-101 
5. How saints and heroes provide us with examples of discipleship to inspire us and help us - 

https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 
 
Gr. 5 - Youth will be able to: 

1. Identify and explore the meaning, signs and symbols of each of the seven sacraments - 
https://fatherjoshua.com/the-seven-sacraments 

2. Find and describe passages in Scripture which deal with what is being experienced today - 
https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

3. Resolve conflicts peaceably  
4. Practice forgiveness and reconciliation in daily life - 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/video/forgiveness/ 
5. Use positive, affirming words and actions in relations with family 
6. Identify and avoid selfish and harmful words or actions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d5GSpV4wmpA 
7. Tell stories of saints and heroes and apply their example to life today - 

https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 
 
Gr. 6 - Youth will be able to: 

1. Find and describe passages in Scripture which deal with what is being experienced today - 
https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

2. Resolve conflicts peaceably  
3. Practice forgiveness and reconciliation in daily life - 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/video/forgiveness/ 
4. Recount the main events in the history of the Hebrew people 

https://watch.formed.org/videos/the-old-testament-the-wisdom-books-prophets 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/the-old-testament-the-historical-books 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/the-old-testament-the-pentateuch 

5. Pray using the Old Testament, especially the Psalms - https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
6. List and describe the fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit - 

http://thecatholicspirit.com/faith/the-lesson-plan/gifts-and-fruits-of-the-holy-spirit/ 
7. Tell stories of saints and heroes and apply their example to life today - 

https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 
 
Gr. 7 - Youth will be able to: 

1. Recount the main events in the life of Jesus as told in the Gospels: his birth, childhood, baptism, 
public life, Last Supper, Passion, Death and Resurrection, Ascension and sending of the Holy Spirit at 
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Pentecost - https://www.biblegateway.com/; 
https://www.stmatthewdetroit.com/salvation-history.php 

2. Pray in various ways by using Gospel passages as an aid - https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
3. Pray using a simple journaling technique 
4. The key message contained parables - https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
5. Resolve conflicts peaceably  
6. Practice forgiveness and reconciliation in daily life - 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/video/forgiveness/ 
7. Tell stories of saints and heroes and apply their example to life today - 

https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 
 

Gr. 8 - Youth will be able to: 
1. Give a simple description of the persons and chief events in Church history - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4NZl4e2Eag 
2. Pray in various ways by using Gospel passages as an aid - https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
3. Pray using a simple journaling technique 
4. The key message contained parables - https://www.biblegateway.com/ 
5. Resolve conflicts peaceably  
6. Practice forgiveness and reconciliation in daily life - 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/video/forgiveness/ 
7. Understand their relationship to the Communion of Saints https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 

 
Gr. 9 - Youth will be able to: 

1. Explain the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer - 
https://watch.formed.org/the-lord-s-prayer-praying-as-christ-taught-us 

2. Pray using various forms of prayer: journaling, meditation, scripture, silence, mantra, etc. - 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/pray-unceasingly-with-paul-george 

3. Understand the nature of faith as a personal relationship of friendship with God the Father, with 
Jesus, The Risen Lord and with the Holy Spirit (Trinity) 

4. Understand that their baptism has established them as disciples of Jesus  
5. Understand the nature of discipleship and the responsibilities to walk, learn, and work with Jesus 

https://watch.formed.org/videos/you-are-not-alone 
6. Practice forgiveness and reconciliation in daily life - 

https://media.ascensionpress.com/video/forgiveness/ 
7. Understand their relationship to the Communion of Saints https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 

 
Gr. 10 - Youth will be able to: 

1. Examine personal decisions and behavior in the light of the moral norms taught by Jesus and the 
Church 

2. Apply the parable of the Prodigal Son to their own lives and relationship to God  
3. Evaluate and form the personal choices faced in daily life according to the moral norms taught by 

Jesus and the Church 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/you-are-not-alone 

4. Promote forgiveness and healing in one’s family and among peers 
https://media.ascensionpress.com/video/forgiveness/ 

5. Understand that aspect of the Church’s mission which promotes God’s reign through works of justice 
and peace - 
https://watch.formed.org/reborn/season:1/videos/nurturing-the-life-of-grace-called-to-mission 

6. Continue to develop various forms of prayer - 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/pray-unceasingly-with-paul-george 

7. Understand the moral examples of the saints and contemporary people of faith - 
https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 
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Gr. 11 - Youth will be able to: 

1. Explain the meaning that the Sacraments of Initiation have for them personally in becoming and 
growing as disciples Chosen Chapter 9 

2. Identify both the gifts and baptismal responsibilities they possess for participating in the Church’s 
service ministries Chosen Chapter 9 

3. Understand the nature of the Sacrament of Confirmation and the role it plays in the life of the disciple 
Chosen Chapter 14 

4. Name the four forms of vocation within the Church and describe the special contribution each make 
to the overall life of the Church: Marriage, Holy Orders, Religious Life, Single Life Chosen Chapter 17 

5. Recognize and challenge injustice and violence in today’s society, personally and with others Chosen 
Chapter 20 

6. Continue to develop various forms of prayer - 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/pray-unceasingly-with-paul-george 

7. Understand the moral examples of the saints and contemporary people of faith - 
https://watch.formed.org/search?q=saints 

 

Parental Expectations 

 
Our expectations for parents during a pandemic, weather, or disaster related long-term closure, are that 
they do the best that they can in the given circumstances. We will do our best to be in consistent contact with 
them -- finding how we can best help parents continue the catechesis of their children during this time. We 
will encourage families to make a schedule, set goals and check-in regularly with catechists or other parents. 
During a prolonged time at home, parents have an excellent opportunity to form their children in 
conjunction with the parish -- let’s put it to good use! 
 

Re-entry Plan/Celebration 

 
Depending on the nature of the closure, these items need to be planned out for re-entry. 
 
Option 1: Everything is back to normal 
❏ Juliette will communicate to all the families when classes will resume 

❏ She will remind them to return any materials, books, etc. that were lent 
❏ Juliette and Stacia will outline a celebration, assigning catechists to assist, for the first day the 

children/youth are back in session. 
 
Option 2: Classes can resume, but with restrictions 
❏ Juliette will communicate to all the families how the return to classes will occur 

❏ If the closure was due to illness 
❏ Hygiene practices: 

❏ Catechists will be wearing face-masks 
❏ Students will need to bring their own face-masks 
❏ Hand sanitizer will be available in every room, everyone will be encouraged to 

use it often 
❏ Children/ youth will be seated a safe distance apart from each other in the 

classrooms 
❏ If child/youth or catechists has been exposed to the illness, is not feeling well, 

or has a fever… they must stay home 
❏ Children and youth will need to bring all of their supplies to class and take all of 

their supplies home each week.  There will be no common supplies shared 
amongst individuals. 
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❏ NOTE - if a parish would have a school, plans to clean the building between school 
and religious education will need to be made. 

❏ Drop off: 
❏ Students will need to enter designated doorways, maintaining a 6 foot distance 

between children (x’s will be placed on the sidewalk outside the doors) 
❏ CGS - Door 1 of the Church 
❏ Gr. 2-4 - Door 1 of the Formation Building 
❏ Gr. 5-8 - Door 2 of the Formation Building 
❏ Gr. 9-11 - Door 3 of the Formation Building 

❏ Catechists will meet the children/youth at the door and ask these questions 
before the child/youth can enter: 
❏ Are you feeling sick or have you experienced any new symptoms in the 

last ___ days?  (if the answer is yes, the child will be denied entry) 
❏ Have you had close contact with someone who was diagnosed or 

suspected to have the illness within the last ___ days?  (If yes, the child 
will be denied entry) 

❏ Pick up: 
❏ Parents will be asked to come to the assigned  door for CGS and Gr. 2.  Parents 

will stand on the X’s and the catechist will dismiss the child(ren) when the 
parent is present. 

❏ Children and youth in grades 3-11 will be dismissed by classroom to exit the 
building and meet their parents at the car.   

❏ Traffic flow in building and use of bathrooms: 
❏ There will be a hall monitor to ensure that there are less than 10 individuals in 

the hallway at one time.  Bathrooms will be monitored so only 3 individuals will 
be in the bathroom at one time. 

❏ Building cleaning: 
❏ All surfaces of the building will be cleaned prior to class time and again 

following class time (Juliette will line up volunteers to do this) 
❏ Excess materials in the classrooms will be removed 

 
❏ If the closure was due to destruction of the building (fire, storm, etc.) 

❏ Juliette will communicate with families the alternate classroom settings (whether it be 
some or none of the current classrooms and if more of the church will be utilized) 

❏ Catechists will salvage as many resources as possible and assist Juliette and Stacia in 
restocking materials prior to classes beginning. 

❏ If limited space due to any destruction, the middle school and high school will offer 
their instruction using the at-home plan above.  CGS thru Gr. 5 will meet in the 
alternate classrooms. 

❏ Pick up and Drop Off locations will be determined based on where the classrooms will 
be. 
 

Option 3: Classes will not return for an extended time 
❏ Juliette will outline for the families how each catechist will be interacting with the children/youth 

following the procedures listed above. 
 
 
 
 

13 


