
D I O C E S E  O F  S U P E R I O R 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING 

  

 July 31, 2020 
Dear Fathers, Deacons, All Parish Leaders, 

 

 

Thank you for your patience with all the changes that have happened with the PPP and EIDL.  The 

changes seem to have settled down and the urgency of getting information has eased.  It is now time 

for an update on how to best proceed.  I have just four quick things on financing to share. 

 

1. Forgiveness of the PPP 

With the change to the 24 week period, every parish’s forgiveness period has been extended out to 

mid-September or later.  Although this seems far off, we would like to have our next webinar on the 

forgiveness process.  This webinar in scheduled for Thursday August 13th at 11:00.  Since there are 

two different forgiveness forms, the EZ and the Standard form, it has been advised to have two 

separate webinars:  the first webinar will begin with how to decide if you should choose the EZ 

form and then go over the EZ form.  The second webinar will be for the standard form.  This 

second webinar is still to be scheduled.  

 

Registering for this webinar is different from our past webinars.  The SBA has asked the Small 

Business Development Center (SBDC) at UW Superior to preregister and count their participants.   

 

To register please cantact: 

ggeisler@catholicdos.org 

 

After you register, you will be emailed the zoom link and password.  It is best to sign up ahead of 

time, if you think you are going to attend.  Please do not wait until the last minute to register.  

Please forward this letter to those members of your finance team helping with the PPP, the 

forgiveness forms or the accounting of this process.  It is far better to register and not make it than 

to want to attend and then not be able due to last minute registration issues. 

 

2. Current status of the EIDL 

There are no updates on the presumed forgiveness for those parishes that have the EIDL Advance 

without the PPP.  The SBDC has told us that it is almost assured the advance will be forgiven but 

we have to wait and see when and how it becomes official. 

 

I am still getting a few calls about how to place the EIDL on a 60 day hold.  This is not an easy 

process.  Start first by determining if you even need the additional EIDL loan money.  Remember, 

this is a loan you will have to pay back.  If your parish can say they are not in need of this money 

and they have adequate savings or investments, it is OK to reply to the SBA requests and let them 

know that your company has decided against pursuing any further loan.  You can also just ignore 

their requests. 

 

If you want to take out an EIDL loan, contact me to start the Diocesan approval process. 

 

If you want to place the loan on a 60-day hold, be aware there are several different responses that 

the SBA has given throughout the Diocese.  I emailed and asked for a 60-day hold.  I have recently 

received another request to process the loan.  Others have called and asked for a 60-day extension 

and were told there is no such thing.  Just send an email and ignore the future responses until you 

have made a decision. 
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The last two items are quick, but I want to send out information on them. 

 

3. QuickBooks forgiveness will be on a training video coming in early September 

Instead of doing a webinar on the transaction needed to enter the PPP loan forgiveness into 

QuickBooks, we are planning to do a training video and place it on the Diocesan website.  This way 

you can watch it anytime day or night.  You can watch the entire thing or skip to the part you need.  

This is a test run for other training videos. 

 

4. Internal controls 

This is an area that constantly needs revisiting, re-evaluating, revitalizing and retraining.  I hope I 

have made my point, but I must insist that this is done.  With covid, we relaxed our scrutiny in an 

understandable response to the balancing of the mandated shutdown and keeping the operations 

going.    

 

The economic downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic is likely to lead to an explosion 

of fraud.  Fraud is a significant risk for [our] organizations. … Raising awareness and 

educating staff about fraud are equally important… Research shows that half of all frauds 

are directly attributable to controls breakdowns—with nearly one-third due to an outright 

lack of controls. … Operations and accounting were the two most common departments in 

which fraud occurred.  https://sfmagazine.com/post-entry/july-2020-fighting-fraud-in-the-workplace/ 

 

The Best Practices workshop covered five controls you should have in place.  Now is a good time to 

recheck if they are being used, are working and need updating.  These five controls are by far not a 

complete list.  It is good to have a walkthrough of your operation and evaluate what needs attention. 

 

May God bless you.  Thank you again for your patience and the work you are doing.  You are 

greatly appreciated and a blessing to our Catholic Church. 

 

 

Larry French 

Director of Finance 

Diocese of Superior, WI 
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