
STAND BEFORE JESUS 
Imagine standing in front of Jesus. He looks 
at you with love and asks, “what do you want 
me to do for you?” How would you respond? 
What do you truly want from the Lord?  

As we read the Sunday gospels this month, 
pay attention to the way Jesus responds to 
each person. He hears what they want and 
gives them what they need - guidance, 
humility, healing, understanding. 

When we pray, we stand before the Lord 
who looks at us with love. Entering into a 
time of prayer knowing that God is there, 
loving us in that moment and in every 
moment, we can risk being honest with God 
and with ourselves. In prayer, we bring our 
desires to God, and in doing so, we reveal to 
ourselves how aligned we are with God and 
God’s ways. We may come with something 
that troubles us or a situation that we hope 
will change. We may come asking for 
something - trivial or life-altering, and we 
listen, opening our heart and mind to find 
what we need. 

WITH AN OPEN HEART 
At the end of the month, we hear the 
account of a scribe who approached Jesus, 
asking which is the first of all the 
commandments. While other Jewish leaders 
tried to trick Jesus with questions, this scribe 
came with a true desire for understanding. 
The dialogue between Jesus and the scribe 
(Mk 12:28b-34) is truly remarkable.  In his 
response to the scribe, Jesus wove together 
the essential elements of Jewish teaching: 
God is one. Love God with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength. Love your 
neighbor as yourself. The scribe grasped 
Jesus’ response as divine wisdom and Jesus 
recognized the scribe’s understanding, 
saying, “you are not far from the kingdom of 
God.”  

This is what it is like to be in communion 
with Christ, to be in perfect alignment with 
God and God’s ways. The scribe had not 
only studied sacred scripture, assenting to 
the faith with his mind, he had opened his 
heart to its true meaning and was of one 
heart with the Lord. 

IT’S POSSIBLE 
It may seem that only the saints live so close 
to the kingdom of God. Yet we are all called 
to be saints, to grow in holiness so that we 
are of one heart with the Lord. 

On our own, we stumble over the obstacles 
that block the path of faithfulness. We want 
to follow Jesus but, like the man with many 
possessions, we may walk away when 
discipleship calls us to leave our former 
selves behind. 

We do not do this alone. We rely on the 
inspiration and strength of the Holy Spirit, 
the presence of Christ in the nourishment of 
the Eucharist, and the forgiveness, peace, 
and restoration found in the sacrament of 
penance. With God, it is possible to find 
salvation, perfect communion with Christ 
and one another, the joy of discipleship. 

Jesus looks at you with love and asks, “what 
do you want me to do for you?” Take a 
moment now to return Jesus’ gaze. Open 
your heart to him. All things are possible for 
God. 
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For human beings it 
is impossible, but not 
for God. All things 
are possible for God.
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It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle…. Of all the confounding images and metaphors used in the gospels, this is one 
of the most perplexing. Some scripture scholars say Jesus’  description of how hard it is for a wealthy person to enter the kingdom of 
heaven is a reference to the gate in Jerusalem known as the needle’s eye — a narrow gate through which camels burdened with cargo bags 
could not pass without first being unloaded. That is a striking image of how we are sometimes weighed down by our possessions. Not all 
scholars agree, however. Some simply say Jesus uses an outlandish image to drive home a point. We who are possessed by wealth or the 
desire for it are not focused on God’s kingdom as we ought to be. If our primary goal is to acquire more wealth and material possessions or 
to hold on to all we have, we are likely to overlook what is truly important, like people devastated by natural disasters or violence, those who 
ache for company, the homeless poor, the day-to-day opportunities to bring the presence of Christ to others.  

I was recently with my grandchildren on a day when they were taking their bicycles to their summer program for a lesson on bike safety. My 
six year old grandson was clutching a toy he wanted to bring to show his friends. I suggested he wait to bring the toy on a different day, 
telling him that he really didn’t need both the toy and the bike. With a serious look on his face, Patrick remarked, “I don’t need the toy. I want 
it!” At six, Patrick knows the difference between wants and needs. Many of us who are older have forgotten this lesson. We become 
consumed by all that we want, whether we truly need it or not. 

As people committed to grow as good stewards, we learn to trust in God, seeking security and purpose in his will. We grow closer to the 
Lord, leading us to desire what God desires. As stewards, we learn to more prudently discern the way we spend our time and money. Less 
weighed down by possessions or the striving for them, we are free to accept the kingdom of God like a child and live as Christ’s own in the 
world.   — Leisa Anslinger 
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The secret of everything is to let oneself be carried by God and so to carry him to others. 

-St. Pope John XXIII

Let nothing trouble you, 
let nothing 


frighten you. 

All things pass away. 

God never changes. 


Patience attains 

all that it strives for. 


God alone is enough.

St. Teresa of Avila

Impact this month 
Pause regularly for prayer this month. Quiet your 
mind and heart and pause for a few moments of 
silent contemplation. Use Mark 12:28-31 or another 
passage of Scripture as you place your life in God’s 
hands, trusting that God will be with you as you 
strive to discern and do God’s will. 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, 
“Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus 
replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord 
our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 
this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There 
is no other commandment greater than these.” 
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