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YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
DECEMBER 8, 2020 - DECEMBER 8, 2021

THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD RESOURCES
JANUARY 24, 2021

On December 8, 2020, the solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis released an
Apostolic Letter about Saint Joseph and has declared
a “Year of St. Joseph” which will be observed from
December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. The letter,
Patris corde (“a Father’s heart”), was released on the
150th anniversary of the proclamation of Saint Joseph
as patron of the Universal Church. To view the letter,
click on the following link:

In his 2019 motu proprio, Aperuit illis, Pope Francis
declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time to be
devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination
of the Word of God. Both the USCCB Committee
on Divine Worship (https://www.fdlc.org/resources) and
the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/docu
ments/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html.

Resources will be available in the near future.
Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.
SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021
Observed as a holy day of obligation this year.
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF
UNBORN CHILDREN – JANUARY 22
In all the Dioceses of the United States of America,
January 22, shall be observed as a particular day of
prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee
of the right to life and of penance for violations to
the dignity of the human person committed through
acts of abortion. The liturgical celebrations for this
day may be the "Mass For Giving Thanks to God for
the Gift of Human Life” (no. 48/1 of the Masses and
Prayers for Various Needs and Occasions),
celebrated with white vestments, or the Mass “For
the Preservation of Peace and Justice” (no. 30 of the
Masses and Prayers for Various Needs and
Occasions), celebrated with violet vestments.”
“A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will
rise up throughout the world. Through special initiatives and in
daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator
and lover of life, from every Christian community, from every
group and association, from every family and from the heart of
every believer.” Evangelium vitae, 100

(https://www.usccb.org/committees/divine-worship/sunday-word-god)

have parish resources for this celebration posted on
their websites. Follow the above links to the content.
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEDICATION OF THE
CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2021
This celebration ranks as a feast day in the diocese
and as a solemnity at the Cathedral. Mass orations
are taken from the Common of the Dedication of a
Church, Anniversary of Dedication. (Form “A” is
used at the cathedral and form “B” is used elsewhere
in the diocese.) Scripture readings are from the
Lectionary at numbers 701-706. Contact Paul Birch:
715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.

SAVE-THE-DATE: 15TH ANNUAL DIOCESAN MUSIC
MINISTRY WORKSHOP (VIRTUAL)
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2021
This year’s Music Workshop will be presented
virtually with the assistance of the staff at Liturgy
Training Publications. Specific topics, any fee
involved and its beginning and ending times will be
announced soon. Possible topics include: Music,
Liturgy, and Sacramental Celebrations during
COVID-19, The Ministry of a Silenced Assembly,
and Preparing Holy Week during COVID-19. For
more information, contact Paul Birch: 715-3940233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.
COVID-19
Pray. Wear masks. Wash hands frequently. Stay safe.

November 27, 2020
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WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
FEBRUARY 11, 2021
World Day of the Sick is sponsored by the Vatican’s
Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care and has
been celebrated since 1992 on the feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes. This celebration is a reminder to pray for
all those who are sick and to recognize and honor
those who work in healthcare and those who serve as
caregivers. Over the last several years, the National
Association of Catholic Chaplains (NACC) has
provided support materials for this celebration which
include an ecumenical service, reflection notes,
homily hints, prayers of the faithful, and much more.
These can be used by individuals as well as by
dioceses, parishes, health care institutions, and other
organizations. https://www.chausa.org/prayers/liturgicalprayers-and-reflections/solemnitiesfeast-days-andmemorials/world-day-of-the-sick.

RETROUVAILLE (ENCLOSURES 1,2,3)
February 12-14, 2021
Retrouvaille (pronounced ‘retro- vī’, with long i )
means “rediscovery”. Retrouvaille is a weekend
experience designed to help a couple re-establish
communication and to gain insight into themselves
as individuals and as a couple. The Central
Wisconsin Retrouvaille Weekend is scheduled for
February 12-14, 2021 at St. Anthony’s Spirituality
Center, Marathon, WI. For more information or to
register, call toll free 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) or
visit the website: https://www.helpourmarriage.org.
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S RETREATS
Men’s and women’s retreats are delayed at this time,
Watch for further info.
ASH WEDNESDAY/SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER
FEBRUARY 17, 2021
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is
also one of the prescribed Special Days of Prayer in
the Diocese of Superior. The focus of this day is for
the general needs of humankind. While the scripture
readings and liturgical texts used for Mass must be
those of Ash Wednesday, this theme of the needs of
humankind may be woven into the Prayer of the
Faithful and/or reflected in the homily. Operation
Rice Bowl also begins.
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RITE OF ELECTION/CALL TO CONTINUING
CONVERSION
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021
The Rite of Election/Call to Continuing Conversion
always falls on the First Sunday of Lent. It will be
celebrated that day by Bishop Powers at 3:00 pm at
the Cathedral in Superior and will be livestreamed,
with more details forthcoming. All parishes are
asked to register their catechumens and/or candidates
who will take part in this annual liturgy. Register on
the diocesan website. Contact Paul Birch: 715-3940233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.

LENTEN COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE
MATERIALS
The materials, which include a leader’s booklet
(used by the priest celebrant along with any assisting
ministers) and a separate one-page worship aid for
assembly use (if allowed), are provided at the following
link: https://catholicdos.org/communal-penance-services.

A GUIDE FOR LENT, HOLY WEEK, THE PASCHAL
TRIDUUM AND THE EASTER SEASON
Information about Lent and Holy Week, including
the regulations for fasting and abstinence, as well as
the Easter Triduum and the Easter Season may be
found on the worship pages of the diocesan website:
https://catholicdos.org/lent.
2021 LENTEN RESOURCE
The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament have provided a 2021 Lenten Resource,
in both Spanish and English, available to download.
The material is free, but donations are appreciated by
using a secure form to donate through E-Catholic
(DOS web service provider). For further
information: www.disciplesonthejourney.org or contact:
dj@disciplesonthejourney.org or dignavela@gmail.com or
call 1-866-590-3688 or (361)485-0866.
CATECHETICAL LEADER EVALUATION FORM
After many requests and review, the Office of
Catholic Formation has developed a new
Catechetical Leader performance evaluation form to
be used to assist the parish catechetical leader to
perform his/her job responsibilities to their fullest
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potential. If you have any questions about using this
tool or would like an editable version, please contact
Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org or Chris
Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org, or 715-234-5044.
WELCOME TO NEW DIOCESAN EMPLOYEE &
GOODBYE TO ANOTHER!
Welcome to new Administrative Assistant SarahAnne Kruse – following Shayla French’s departure
on Dec 23. Shayla is getting married and relocating.
Prayers are appreciated for both Shayla and SarahAnne. Thank you and goodbye Shayla; welcome and
hello Sarah-Anne!
CONGRATULATIONS TO FR. JEROME D’SOUZA ON
HIS RECENT INCARDINATION IN THE DIOCESE OF
SUPERIOR!
CLERGY BIRTHDAYS & ORDINATION
ANNIVERSARIES IN JANUARY
JANUARY CLERGY BIRTHDAYS
01/04 Fr. Edwin Anderson
01/06 Fr. Ronald Serrao
01/06 Deacon Arthur Gil de Lamadrid
01/15 Deacon Howard Cameron
01/17 Deacon Lawrence Amell
01/24 Fr. John Long
01/26 Fr. Ronald Levra
JANUARY CLERGY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
01/11
01/18
01/18
01/18

Deacon Craig Voldberg
Deacon Lawrence Amell
Deacon John Grek
Deacon Thomas Rausch
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PARISH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
SPANISH TRANSLATION ADDED
Pastors, parochial administrators, parish life
coordinators and parish directors are reminded that
the following notice should be published quarterly in
parish bulletins.
The Catholic Church is working diligently to prevent
sexual abuse by parish employees, volunteers,
deacons, and priests. If you have been sexually
abused by someone associated with the Church and
would like to report or discuss the experience, we
urge you to contact:
Kathy Drinkwine 715-718-1110.
The Diocese of Superior welcomes your call and
understands how difficult it may be to reach out in
this situation. The phone number provided is
confidential and dedicated solely to these
calls. Know that your call will be treated with
respect, dignity, and compassion. The Diocese of
Superior is bound by civil and canon law to report
sexual abuse of a minor to civil authorities. Anyone
who believes that they have been sexually abused is
strongly encouraged to report as well.
La Iglesia Católica está trabajando arduamente
para evitar que sus empleados, voluntarios,
diáconos y sacerdotes cometan abuso sexual. Si
usted ha sido abusado sexualmente por alguien
asociado con la iglesia y le gustaría poder
reportarlo o hablar con alguien, le pedimos que por
favor se comunique con : Kathy Drinkwine 715718-1110. La diocesis de Superior entiende que es
difícil pedir ayuda en casos de abuso sexual. Por eso
número telefónico es estrictamente para reportar
estos casos y la llamada es confidencial. Su llamada
será tratada con respeto y dignidad. Conforme a la
ley civil y de la iglesia, la diocesis de Superior está
obligada a reportar a las autoridades cualquier
reporte de abuso sexual a un menor. A
cualquier persona que piense que ha sido abusada
sexualmente se le sugiere o recomienda reportarlo.
If there are questions about the above notice, please
contact Dan Blank, Director of Administrative
Services: 715-394-0211, dblank@catholicdos.org.
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WORD OF LIFE: JANUARY 2021
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these materials at any time!

FEATURED THIS MONTH…
•

Parish Action Guide: Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court legalized abortion
throughout the United States in its companion decisions Roe v.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since that time, millions of children have
lost their lives and millions of women and families have been
wounded by abortion. Our January Action Guide is available to
help parishes, schools, and ministries highlight the sacredness of
human life and pray for the protection of unborn children.

•

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children
(January 22, 2021)
The Catholic bishops of the United States have designated January 22 as a particular day of
prayer and penance, called the “Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children.” The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373, directs:
In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January 23, when
January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the
full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations
to the dignity of the human person committed through acts of abortion.
Choices of Readings for Mass and other resources are available online in the January Action
Guide (above).

•

9 Days for Life
(January 21 – 29, 2021)
9 Days for Life is a novena for the protection of human life. Each
day’s intention is accompanied by a short reflection and suggested
actions to help build a culture of life. Participants can receive the
novena by subscribing to daily emails or text messages. (A printable
version is also available online.)
Leaders’ resources are available for download, including graphics,
sample announcements, and novena printables. Sign up for the
novena at www.9daysforlife.com.

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – January 2021

Intercessions for Life
January 1st
May friends and families of women
with difficult pregnancies
provide loving, life-affirming support
for both mother and child;
We pray to the Lord:

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God

January 3rd
On this Feast of the Epiphany,
may we be given the grace
to always see in others
the face of Christ our Savior;
We pray to the Lord:

The Epiphany of the Lord

January 10th
For all Christians:
May we live out our baptismal call
to proclaim the Gospel of God’s love
and the dignity of every human life;
We pray to the Lord:

The Baptism of the Lord

January 17th
For public servants and elected officials:
May God grant them the humility, wisdom,
and courage to defend all human life;
We pray to the Lord:

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 22nd
For the legal protection of unborn children
and for loving support for their mothers
before and after their births;
We pray to the Lord:

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children

January 24th
For those suffering after abortion:
May they know that the Lord desires to bring healing,
and turn to Him for His mercy and peace;
We pray to the Lord:

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 31st
For the times we are afraid to welcome life:
May the Lord fill our hearts with confidence in His loving care
and provide for every need;
We pray to the Lord:

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – January 2021

Bulletin Quotes
January 3rd
“Through the Incarnation and birth of Christ, God reveals to us the dignity of all human
life. Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred and inviolable. The Son of God has united
himself with every human being and desires for us to share eternal life with him… Each
of us is made in the image and likeness of God, and we reflect his glory in the world.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary”

Download | Read Online
Online

January 10th
“When we encounter Christ, experience his love, and deepen our relationship with him,
we become more aware of our own worth and that of others. His love for each person is
cause for great joy, and growing understanding of this priceless treasure motivates us to
share his love with others. Our lives are often changed by the witness of others; so too,
others’ lives may be changed by our witness and authentic friendship with them.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Build a Culture of Life” (respectlife.org/culture-of-life)

Order | Download

January 17th
“There is such a wide spectrum of issues involving the protection of human life and the
promotion of human dignity. Good people frequently disagree on which problems to
address, which policies to adopt and how best to apply them. But for citizens and elected
officials alike, the basic principle is simple: We must begin with a commitment never to
intentionally kill, or collude in the killing, of any innocent human life, no matter how
broken, unformed, disabled or desperate that life may seem. In other words, the choice of
certain ways of acting is always and radically incompatible with the love of God and the
dignity of the human person created in His image.”
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
“Living the Gospel of Life,” © 1998 USCCB.

Order | Read Online

January 24th
“Many people know someone personally who is suffering because of an abortion. If a
friend confided in you tomorrow that she had an abortion, would you be able to respond in
a way that brings her closer to healing? … Even a woman who doesn’t go to church or
think of herself as religious can be afraid that God will never forgive her for having an
abortion. She should know that God loves and forgives those who are sorrowful. He wants
to comfort them and give them his peace.
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Talk to a Friend Who’s Had an Abortion”

Order | Read Online

January 31st
“Walk with each other. Do not be afraid to embrace God’s gift of life. Whatever storms
or trials we face, we are not alone. He is with us. ‘Behold, I am with you always, until the
end of the age’ (Matthew 28:20).”
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Respect Life Reflection: Be Not Afraid (respectlife.org/be-not-afraid)

Order | Read Online

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – January 2021
Bulletin Art
You are welcome to use these and other downloadable images from the online Respect Life image
gallery, provided they are not altered in any way, other than the size. Thank you!

Sunday, January 10, 2021
• Flyer (multiple dimensions)

Sunday, January 17, 2021
• Graphics (multiple dimensions)

Sunday, January 31, 2021
•
•

Graphic
Reflection

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
January 2021
Friday

01/01/21

NEW YEAR’S DAY
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God; Holy Day of Obligation;
Diocesan offices closed.

Sunday

01/10/21

WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED: A YEAR OF SERVICE
A Commitment to Parish Plans
Contact Bonita Thom: 715-394-0206; bthom@catholicdos.org

FridaySaturday

01/15/2101/16/21

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
Location to be announced.
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

ThursdayFriday

01/21/2101/29/21

9 DAYS FOR LIFE NOVENA

Friday

01/22/21

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION
OF UNBORN CHILDREN

Tuesday

01/26/21

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

SaturdaySunday

01/31/2102/06/21

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Theme: Faith. Excellence. Service.

www.9daysforlife.com

==========================================================================================================

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
February 2021
SundaySaturday

01/31/2102/06/21

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Theme: Faith. Excellence. Service.
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoennfuss@catholicdos.org

Saturday

02/06/21

MUSIC MINISTRY WORKSHOP – Virtual
Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org

Friday

02/11/21

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
https://www.chausa.org/prayers/liturgical-prayers-and-reflections/solemnitiesfeastdays-and-memorials/world-day-of-the-sick.

SaturdaySunday

02/12/2102/13/21

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0240; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

Wednesday

02/17/21

ASH WEDNESDAY
Beginning of Lent; Operation Rice Bowl

December 30, 2020

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
January 2021
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2020 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-7

SUPERIOR PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL AND DIOCESAN CONSULTORS
Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF
Delete
(excardinated religious order, incardinated into the DOS)

F-8

DIOCESAN OFFICES AND AGENCIES
CATHOLIC MUTUAL GROUP
Claims/Risk Mgr.:
Paul Altmann; paltmann@catholicmutual.org,
715-394-0222

Delete
Delete

DIOCESAN INSURANCE COMMMITTEE
CATHOLIC MUTUAL GROUP
Claims/Risk Mgr.:
Paul Altmann; 715-394-0222

Delete

F-8

F-9

PARISHES
ASHLAND/OUR LADY OF THE LAKE
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF
Delete
(excardinated religious order, incardinated into the DOS)

F-12

PARISHES
DAUBY/ST. PETER
Parochial Admin.:

F-16

PARISHES
INO/ST. FLORIAN
Parochial Admin.:

Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF
Delete
(excardinated religious order, incardinated into the DOS)

Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF
Delete
(excardinated religious order, incardinated into the DOS)

F-18

PARISHES
MOQUAH/SS PETER AND PAUL
Parochial Admin.:
Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF
Delete
(excardinated religious order, incardinated into the DOS)

F-19

PARISHES
ODANAH/ST. MARY
Parochial Admin.:

F-28
F-28

Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF
Delete
(excardinated religious order, incardinated into the DOS)

PRIESTS
Byrne, Rev. Bernard M. died December 22, 2020 – delete entire entry

Delete

PRIESTS
DSOUZA, REV. JEROME, CMF

Delete

Handbook Changes
Chancery Bulletin
January 2021

F-29
F-32
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PRIESTS
Kleinheinz, Rev. Joseph L. died November 30, 2020 – delete entire entry

Delete

NECROLOGY
2020
November 30
Rev. Joseph L. Kleinheinz

Add
Add

December 22, 2020
Rev. Bernard M. Byrne

Add
Add

January 1, 2021

IMPACT
Beginning a new year of our Lord, 2021
Resolve to live and grow in faith in the coming year

Grace in our mids
We begin a new year. A.D. 2021. “A.D.”, “Anno
Domini,” is a Latin phrase which means “In the
year of our Lord.” Thus, two letters serve to
remind us that all we are and have and will be is
grace -- pure gift from our good and gracious
God, each and every day.
It is good to begin 2021 by reflecting on the
mystery of God’s presence within and around us.
Even when we do not place the A.D. before the
year as we mark the date on our calendars,
calling it to mind will help us to grow as people
who are mindful of God’s grace in our midst.
This year, let us invite the Holy Spirit to open
our minds and hearts, to perceive the reality
of God’s presence, even when doing so is
difficult. We seek God’s love, mercy and
grace by faith, and see it when we are
attentive to the many blessings of our
lives, in the gift of family and friends, and in
the sense of fulfillment we find in serving
others.
God’s presence in our lives is a gift, and bears
with it responsibility. We who have been given
much are called to give much in return, as good
stewards of God’s grace. Not out of obligation,
but out of deep gratitude. When we do this, we
give God glory, reflecting the perfect love and
gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. What a perfect way
to begin a new year, A.D. 2021.

t
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The Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has announced that we will mark this year A.D. 2021 as the Year of St.
Joseph. In his apostolic letter Patris Corde, the pope invites us to learn from and be
inspired by St. Joseph who shows us what it means to desire and follow God’s will in
our lives.
“The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but accepts.
Only as a result of this acceptance, this reconciliation, can we begin to glimpse a
broader history, a deeper meaning. Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but
courageously and firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and welcome can be an
expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength
needed to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and
disappointments.
God always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same
creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, who was able
to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting always in
divine providence. If at times God seems not to help us,
surely this does not mean that we have been abandoned,
but instead are being trusted to plan, to be creative, and
to find solutions ourselves.
Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!”
(Mt 1:20), so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We
need to set aside all anger and disappointment, and to embrace
the way things are, even when they do not turn out as we wish. Not
with mere resignation but with hope and courage. In this way, we become open to a
deeper meaning. Our lives can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live
them in accordance with the Gospel.” (Patris Corde, December 8, 2020)
We begin this new year still feeling the effects of the Covid crisis, aware of our human
frailty and in need of the grace of God at each moment of every day. How will you
embrace new life this year with creative courage and reliance on God’s providence?

IMPACT

BRING FAITH TO LIFE. FIND LIFE IN FAITH.

This year, remain in Chris
Look to the first disciples and learn what it means to be
open to a deep relationship with Jesus.
The gospel we hear on January 17 tells of Jesus’ call of the first
disciples. The disciples did not know Jesus when they first
approached him asking, “where are you staying?” In first century
Jewish life, aspiring disciples, those who would take on the way of
a Rabbi, would have proved themselves ready through years of
study before asking to learn from a master teacher. The two
disciples, however, had not been proven as able students. Their
only qualification was a great desire to know God’s ways.
Jesus understood what was in their hearts and minds and said to
them, “Come and see.” Responding to this call of Christ changed
the lives of the two disciples, their family and friends, and
ultimately, the whole world.

IMPACT THIS
MONTH

The two disciples remained with Jesus that first day. As he
anticipated his passion, Jesus urged his disciples to remain in him.
In the hours before his arrest, he asked them to stay with him.
Jesus asks us to do the same-to remain in his love, becoming more
like him each day.
This year, let us make a commitment to remain with the Lord,
trusting in his goodness, resting in his care when we are weary,
finding strength through the Holy Spirit when we are uncertain,
and reaching out to others with the hope that is only found in
Christ.

Faith NO

As you begin this new year, make a
commitment to remain in the Lord, trusting
that God will guide your heart
and mind and will be with you
every step of the way.
Prayerfully read 1 Samuel
3:7-10 as you discern how
the Lord is calling you at this
time.
Now Samuel did not yet
know the LORD, and the
word of the LORD had not
yet been revealed to him.
The LORD called Samuel
again, a third time. And he
got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down;
and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak,
LORD, for your servant is listening.’”
To what do you perceive the Lord is calling
you?
Resolve to desire and to fulfill God’s will in the
course of your daily life.

t
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As the disciples journeyed with Jesus, they realized that where he
“stayed” is about much more than his physical place of residence.
Jesus stayed with God, returning to God in prayer at key moments
in his life and ministry, showing and sharing God’s love in word and
deed, and leading his disciples to do the same. Jesus did not stray
from God’s ways, even when doing so led him to death on the
cross.

A year ago, as we approached 2020, I decided to begin a regular column in Impact
called Faith 2020. I intended to build on the idea of 20/20 vision - how faith gives us a
particular way of seeing and responding to the circumstances of our daily lives.
We may be anxious to put 2020 behind us,
but before we do, it is important for us to
look back at what most would describe as
the most challenging year of their lives and
to reflect upon what we have learned or will
take with us into 2021.
The year 2020 may have indeed helped us
to have clearer vision - a deeper
appreciation for the way in which our faith in
Jesus Christ is our foundation, our strength
and our courage. Perhaps we enter into the
new year with greater appreciation for the gifts
of life and faith, family and friends. Some grieve the passing of a loved one or the loss
of a job. We are more mindful now of our human fragility and the strength of the
human spirit. And we begin this new year in hope that the virus will be abated and we
will soon be able to celebrate at the Eucharistic feast in communion with Christ and
one another.
Let us begin this new year with renewed commitment to live as disciples and grow as
good and faithful stewards of all that has been entrusted to us. May 2021 be a year in
which we know and share the goodness of the Lord. May we live faith NOW.
- Leisa Anslinger

Announcing Upcoming Retrouvaille Program | Feb 12-14, 2021| & follow- up sessions
December 17, 2020
Dear Friends in Christ and Partners in Ministry,
There is no more challenging or needed time to spread the word about help for hurting marriages than
the holidays. Perhaps in this year of pandemic, it is needed more than ever.
For over 40 years, Retrouvaille has been a lifeline of hope and healing for struggling marriages. Here in
Central Wisconsin, hundreds of couples have participated in the program since 1998 with lasting
success. We thank you for your vital support in sharing these announcements. We are a grass-roots
volunteer-run organization by couples that have been through the program, at every level, locally and
abroad. With your help and God’s grace we can continue to “pay it forward”.
The weekend begins at 7 pm Friday evening Feb 12th and ends Sunday at 4 pm. Registrations are needed
by February 7th to allow time for necessary preparations. Late registrations will be accepted if space is
available. If you could announce this program at your earliest convenience, and as often as possible
from now through Sunday, February 7th, it will be a lifeline for a couple and family in need.
Announcing a Lifeline of Hope and Healing for Struggling Marriages!
When the old ways aren’t working, the Retrouvaille Program helps couples restore their marriage and
rebuild loving relationships. This three-phase program begins with a weekend stay in a peaceful retreat
setting. Participants are not asked to share their struggles with the group, but instead have the
opportunity to interact in privacy with their spouse. Team couples are volunteers who share their
personal stories and the tools of the program that helped them rediscover their love for each other.
Therefore, costs are affordable and no couple is turned away because of limited finances. If you are
wondering if this program is right for you or a loved one, find more information and answers to
Frequently Asked Questions at www.HelpOurMarriage.org Register online, or call toll-free for a
personal contact with our registration couple: 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) All calls are fully
confidential. The next program begins on February 12-14, 2021. Space is limited for Covid precautions.
Early registration is recommended!
See Attachments: 1) A new series of short bulletin announcements, each with a slight variation. Please
pass them to your church bulletin editor! 2) A one-page flyer with all pertinent details. This may be
provided to a couple in need or serve as a bulletin insert or as a poster for your vestibule or hallway.
If you have questions or would like some color brochures to have available or wish to hear from a couple
whose marriage has been saved by this ministry, please feel free to call or email us.
Mark & Irene Mehlos, volunteer publicity coordinators
715-536-9430, irene.mehlos@gmail.com
Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille Community, email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org
Website: www.HelpOurMarriage.org

Upcoming Marriage Help Program in Central Wisconsin
February 12-14, 2021 Weekend and Post (follow-up) Sessions will take place in
compliance with Covid-19 precautions!
"We were married almost 30 years, and it
wasn't until Retrouvaille that she called
me her best friend. That shows how
Retrouvaille saved our marriage."
--Tom & Marie, participants in Central Wisconsin

Whether you have drifted apart, or arrived at separation or divorce, there is hope.
Retrouvaille [‘retro- vī ]: means rediscovery or joyful reunion. The Retrouvaille program is
a lifeline of hope and healing for struggling marriages of all ages… even couples who are
separated or divorced but want to try again.

Retrouvaille is:
•
•
•
•

•
•

A three-phase program that begins with a weekend experience, followed by post-weekend
presentations and monthly small group meetings that support growth and friendship.
A peer ministry of couples helping couples. Couples who have been through crises leading to
the brink of divorce share their stories and the tools they used to heal their marriage.
Not counseling or group therapy. Participants reflect and discuss in complete privacy with their
spouse. The program is often recommended by marriage counselors and family therapists.
Christian-based and highly successful in helping couples of all faiths, as well as those who are
non-religious, to reawaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them
together in marriage.
Self-supported and volunteer run. Program costs are affordable and no couple is ever turned
away because of any financial barrier.
Available in communities worldwide. Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille hosts the program twice a
year (February & August) at St. Anthony’s Spirituality Center in Marathon (Wausau area).
Register early! Space is limited in compliance with Covid-19 precautions.

For More Information, Frequently Asked Questions, or to Register for the next program,
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com |Register online or by phone: Fully confidential & toll
free call, Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille: 1-877-922-HOPE (4673)

Bulletin Announcements for Central WI Retrouvaille Marriage Help- Upcoming weekend Feb 12-14, 2021

Bulletin Announcement Series: Help reach hurting couples in need. Please copy and post
one as often as possible, now through February 7, 2021. Registrations are requested by
Feb. 7th. Late registrations may be accepted if space is available, although registrations will
be limited due to Covid-19 precautions. Thank you!
Announcing a Lifeline of Hope and Healing for Struggling Marriages!
[ If/when you have space available, copy & paste first announcement from text box on cover letter ]
Marriage in Distress? No matter how hopeless it seems, forgiveness and trust are possible. Retrouvaille helps
couples through difficult times in their marriages, some even after separation or divorce. Retrouvaille is not
counseling or group therapy. It is confidential and affordable. The next program in Central Wisconsin begins with a
weekend on Feb 12-14, 2021. For more info, Call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) or see www.HelpOurMarriage.org
No couple is turned away for lack of finances. Register early, Space is limited due to Covid precautions.
Healing Your Marriage-- Retrouvaille (French for “Rediscovery”) is a 3-phase program designed to give you the
tools to restore your marriage and rebuild a loving relationship. The next program in Central Wisconsin begins
with a weekend stay, February 12-14, 2021 at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon. For more
information or to register, call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) or visit website: www.HelpOurMarriage.org .
Fully Confidential and affordable. Space is limited with Covid-19 precautions. Register early.
Retrouvaille \Retro- vī\Marriage Help Weekend Coming Soon!—Whether you have simply drifted apart, or
have arrived at separation or divorce, Retrouvaille offers hope. Begin with a weekend away at St. Anthony
Spirituality Center in Marathon, WI. February 12-14, 2021. Fully Confidential, affordable, and open to couples
of all faiths or no faith background. For details or to register, call toll free, 1- 877-922-HOPE (4673) or see
www.HelpOurMarriage.org Space is limited with special Covid precautions. Early registration advised.
The Best Valentine’s Gift for your Spouse--Harmony and Hope for your Marriage: For married couples facing
a difficult time in their relationship, Retrouvaille offers a path to rediscover the spouse you fell in love with.
“We could not talk without arguing. Eventually, our marriage entered a second honeymoon. We are able to live
in harmony thanks to the skills we learned in the Retrouvaille program.” Read more testimonies at
www.HelpOurMarriage.org For more information or to register for the next Central Wisconsin weekend,
February 12-14, 2021. visit website or call (Confidential) 1-877-922-4673.

