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Joy is a net of love by which we catch souls. -Mother Teresa

Message for the 21-22 Catechetical Year
Hello dear friends!
One of the most critical tasks of a leader is to keep his or her organization focused on its
mission. It is so easy to get distracted and find ourselves having wandered off into mission
drift. The leader’s job is to, over and over again, articulate what we are supposed to be all
about, cheerlead the successes and give direction in the struggles.
Every year as we set about leading the diocese into a new catechetical year, we find ourselves
wanting to say the same thing: “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing!” For
us as Catholics, the main thing is to make disciples. That’s it!
Jesus said, in Matthew 28:18-20, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
A thousand distractions inevitably creep in: other tasks, pressures, desires, sensitivities. But
the one criteria of our fruitfulness is this: did we make disciples?
What is it that you do in your ministry to carry out this great commission? Do you take time to
personally grow in the love of Christ through maturing in knowledge and intimacy with Him?
Do you share the love of Christ with others openly? Through our parish catechetical programs
these questions help us to stay on this mission.
Our goal in catechesis is to put people not only in touch but in communion, in intimacy, with
Jesus Christ (St. John Paul II, quoted in Directory for Catechesis, 75). As we plan our
catechetical year, do we ensure that Jesus Christ is the center of all we do, say, act, and
proclaim? Is sharing His salvific message at the forefront of our ministry? Is our mission to
make disciples of ALL?
To keep our diocesan offices of Catholic Formation and Evangelization and Missionary
Discipleship on mission, we set goals for each catechetical year. This year our focus will be
twofold:
1. The Domestic Church
We know that families are no different from teens or any other demographic: they need to be
connected, witnessed to, and given opportunities to encounter the Lord; formed and discipled.
We are going to continue to provide guidance on how the domestic Church can truly become
the center of discipleship in our parish communities.

PAGE 02

Joy is a net of love by which we catch souls. -Mother Teresa
2. Catechesis and Evangelization
We are going to continue to enrich the resources available to you as catechetical leaders in
the areas of catechesis and evangelization. Specifically this year we are working on updating
our catechetical certification program and our curriculum guidelines, providing training in the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for both Level I and II starting next summer, and providing
mentorship in parish evangelization and discipleship programs.
That is what we will be working on. What are your goals for 2021-2022? We look forward to
serving alongside each of you again this year!
God bless you all,
Peggy, Chris, Loree, and Grace

Catechesis of the good shepherd training
AUGUST 4-6 & 9-11, 2021

Level 1, Part 2 - Hosted by the Diocese of Superior, Rice Lake WI.
Additional Training Near-by
Level 1, Parts 1 AND 2 training in Wausau, May 8 to November 20. For more information
contact: Ruth Ohm Sutherland, (715) 551-4760, ruthohm@gmail.com
Find Registration Materials for all trainings at the diocesan website.

School of Servant Leadership
2021 - 2022

Registration for the 2021-2022 School of Servant Leadership is now open!
Classes are held once a month from August to April. A full list of dates and time can be
found on the diocesan website along with a registration form. Please register ASAP.
If you have any questions please contact Chris Newkirk at cnewkirk@catholicdos.org or 715394-0204.
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Go forward bravely. Fear nothing.
Trust in God; all will be well.

Catechetical sunday

-St. Joan of Arc

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to
reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness
to the Gospel. This year, the Church will celebrate
Catechetical Sunday on September 19, 2021, and the
theme is: “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed."
Link to USCCB Resources:
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelizationcatechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday2021

Fall Regional Workshop
SEPTEMBER 14 & 20

This year's Fall Regional Workshop will be held virtually via Go-To-Meeting (Link will be
emailed prior to the event.)
The two topics that will be discussed are the New Directory for Catechesis & Personal Growth
as a Catechist.
Please RSVP to Grace Geisler at ggeisler@catholicdos.org or 715-234-5044

Fall Conference
OCTOBER 29, 2021

“Home to the Father”
The Diocese of Superior’s 59th Annual Fall Conference is scheduled for
October 29, 2021 at St. Joseph Parish in Rice Lake.
For Early Bird Pricing, please register by Thursday, October 18.
Registration materials and further information will be sent out in a future
issue of the Catechetical Leader and the Chancery Bulletin. Questions
regarding the conference should be directed to Kathy Drinkwine,
kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org or 715 394 0216.
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Covid-19 Guidance

-St. Joan of Arc

1) Masks are optional but recommended for those not vaccinated.
2) Try to maintain a 3 foot distance in classroom settings if possible.
3) Continue to sanitize and clean
4) If a non-vaccinated person is exposed to the virus (a person who tested positive), s/he will
be required to quarantine for the required amount of time.
Consult your county health department on any local protocols.

Annual Report Reminder
Each year, both religious education and schools, complete a diocesan annual report. This
report helps us to evaluate how parishes are operating in regards to diocesan policy, but also
helps the Office of Catholic Formation understand what assistance is needed within the
parishes. The survey will be distributed in September with a due date of December 1. A full
report will be available to the parishes at the Parish Catechetical Leadership Conference in
August. The schools’ annual report survey will be distributed in late August or early
September with a due date of November 1. The full report will be available in February.

2021-2022 Calendar
The 2021-2022 Catholic Formation Calendar is now available. Please add
any relevant dates to your parish or school calendars. More information
can be found regarding these events in the flyers enclosed in this mailing.

Confirmation retreats
Over the course of the year we receive many requests for help locating
Confirmation retreats. Please contact the Bishop Hammes Center if your parish
will be hosting a Confirmation retreat this year and are willing to open it up to
students from other parishes.
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Save the Date - 2022
Men's Retreat
- January 15-16, 2022
March for Life
- January 19-23, 2022
Women's Retreat
- February 19-20, 2022
EFC Dates
- June 12-17, 2022
- June 19-24, 2022

Catholic Schools Week
Discover Catholic Schools: November 14-20, 2021
Celebrate Catholic Schools: January 30-February 5, 2021
The current theme is "Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.”
Catholic schools have a specific purpose to form students to be good
citizens of the world, love God and neighbor and enrich society with the
leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.

Vocations Week
November 7-13, 2021
The Diocese of Superior Vocations team has created a beautiful website
"Called North" (callednorth.org) check it out for ways to learn more about
vocations and ways to celebrate them. Remember to use your Vianney
Vocations lesson plans! If you'd like another copy of the registration code,
please contact Grace Geisler at ggeisler@catholicdos.org
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