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Joy is a net of love by which we catch souls. -Mother Teresa

catechetical certification update
Hello dear friends!
As you know, catechetical certification is a much-needed resource for you as leaders and for
catechists. In order to evangelize we need to know our faith. Just being an adult Catholic
doesn’t guarantee we know enough about our faith to engage in conversation with those of
any age about the faith, especially when those we converse with have lots of questions that
may fall outside our textbook or curriculum.
As you also know, our current method of offering catechetical certification isn’t conducive to
our mission of evangelization. For this catechetical and school year, our current method is
still available for those who need to work independently. For the Dayton courses, the reduced
rate has been removed from registration, but the user may submit the bill to the diocese
(kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org) and get reimbursed so the cost to the user is only $50.
During this year, our team is working on establishing a new evangelistic approach to
catechetical certification. While we do this, if you would like to work as a parish or cluster
discipleship group to obtain certification, we encourage you to do so. You may utilize the
materials we already have in place or you may use Symbolon resources. If you wish to use any
other resources, please contact Peggy or Chris to discuss this. We simply ask you to record the
materials you are using and the hours you are putting in. Please try to obtain at least 30
hours of instructional and discipleship time. Submit those records at the end of the year to
kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org and we will grandfather those hours into our new system.
As we work on the new layout, we may tag some of you for ideas and review. We appreciate
the input from you in the field.
Thank you for your understanding during this transition.
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be gentle
BY ROB STAMPER - RUAH WOODS PRESS (HTTPS://WWW.RUAHWOODSPRESS.COM/BE-GENTLE/)

“Be gentle!” a directive we have all heard at some point in our childhood. So, why have we
been reminded to “be gentle” with others and things? St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians
says, “let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near” (4:5). In this verse, we
first see the relationship between Christ and the fruit of Gentleness, indicating its
importance. With this as encouragement, let’s look to the moments we intentionally wish to
be gentle.
As my wife and I eagerly await the birth of our first child, we simultaneously anticipate the
first moments that we will hold our precious baby. I can say, without a doubt, that parents
embody gentleness itself when they hold a newborn child in their arms for the first time.
What they are showing through their tender gentleness is an uncompromising love. This love
is what St. Paul is calling us to when he commands us to be gentle with everyone. The Lord,
who is Love itself, is near. He who so often, “desired to gather [His] children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings,” is calling us to show this same gentleness (Mat.
23:37b).
In what concrete ways are educators able to bring an authentic gentleness into the
classroom? One approach is to invite students to take personal responsibility for their faith.
By taking the initiative, the student moves from a passive to an active participant. In these
moments of deliberately living out the faith, they will at times falter, just like the rest of us.
Here is when your gentleness must be expressed. Through gentle encouragement, rather
than retribution, we can point them back to Christ. On the other hand, if reprimanding
students in these moments, the response is typically rebellion or conformity which turns
them away from the Love which we desire them to personally encounter. However, with
gentle encouragement, we affirm their experiences and can help them see how these
occurrences relate to the Truth and Love of God. When a student recognizes that they will
not be scolded or neglected when they wrestle or fall, they develop a desire to continue
seeking a unity between their personal experiences and the Truth.
So, be gentle! In doing so, we participate in building the Kingdom of God
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Go forward bravely. Fear nothing.
Trust in God; all will be well.

Catechetical sunday

-St. Joan of Arc

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to
reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness
to the Gospel. This year, the Church will celebrate
Catechetical Sunday on September 19, 2021, and the
theme is: “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed."
Link to USCCB Resources:
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelizationcatechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday2021

Fall Regional Workshop
SEPTEMBER 14 & 20

This year's Fall Regional Workshop will be held virtually via Go-To-Meeting from 7:00 PM 8:300 PM (Link will be emailed prior to the event.)
The two topics that will be discussed are the New Directory for Catechesis & Personal Growth
as a Catechist. Check out the flyer for more information!
Please RSVP to Grace Geisler at ggeisler@catholicdos.org or 715-234-5044

Fall Conference
OCTOBER 29, 2021

“Home to the Father”
The Diocese of Superior’s 59th Annual Fall Conference is scheduled for
October 29, 2021 at St. Joseph Parish in Rice Lake.
For Early Bird Pricing, please register by Thursday, October 18.
Registration materials and further information will be sent out in a future
issue of the Catechetical Leader and the Chancery Bulletin. Questions
regarding the conference should be directed to Kathy Drinkwine,
kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org or 715 394 0216.
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Power & Purpose - Charismatic Renewal
OCTOBER 2, 2021

Encountering the Holy Spirit Series
Where: St. Anthony de Padua, Tony WI
Cost: Free will donation
When: 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Please bring your own lunch
Check out the brochure to register and for more information.
Please contact Nancy Stellrecht at stellrecht6@gmail.com with questions

Mass Confusion
SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

Where: Holy Rosary, Medford
When: 6:30 pm
A mix of humor, song and the teachings of the Catholic Church
More information found here: https://hrmedford.org/

High School Discipleship Weekend
NOVEMBER 12-14, 2021

Where: CrossWoods, Mason WI
When: 8:00 pm Friday - 2:00 pm Sunday
Presented by: The Missionaries of the Word
More Registration information and a flyer found
here: https://catholicdos.org/high-schooldiscipleship-weekend

PAGE 05

Joy is a net of love by which we catch souls. -Mother Teresa
Go forward bravely. Fear nothing.
Trust in God; all will be well.

Covid-19 Guidance

-St. Joan of Arc

1) Masks are optional but recommended for those not vaccinated.
2) Try to maintain a 3 foot distance in classroom settings if possible.
3) Continue to sanitize and clean
4) If a non-vaccinated person is exposed to the virus (a person who tested positive), s/he will
be required to quarantine for the required amount of time.
Consult your county health department on any local protocols.

Annual Report Reminder
Each year, both religious education and schools, complete a diocesan annual report. This
report helps us to evaluate how parishes are operating in regards to diocesan policy, but also
helps the Office of Catholic Formation understand what assistance is needed within the
parishes. The survey will be distributed in September with a due date of December 1. A full
report will be available to the parishes at the Parish Catechetical Leadership Conference in
August. The schools’ annual report survey will be distributed in September with a due date of
November 1. The full report will be available in February.

2021-2022 Calendar
The 2021-2022 Catholic Formation Calendar is now available. Please add
any relevant dates to your parish or school calendars. More information
can be found regarding these events in the flyers enclosed in this mailing.

Confirmation retreats
Over the course of the year we receive many requests for help locating
Confirmation retreats. Please contact the Bishop Hammes Center if your parish
will be hosting a Confirmation retreat this year and are willing to open it up to
students from other parishes.
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Save the Date - 2022
Men's Retreat
- January 15-16, 2022
March for Life
- January 19-23, 2022
Women's Retreat
- February 19-20, 2022
EFC Dates
- June 12-17, 2022
- June 19-24, 2022
Fall Conference
- November 4, 2022

Catholic Schools Week
Discover Catholic Schools: November 14-20, 2021
Celebrate Catholic Schools: January 30-February 5, 2021
The current theme is "Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.”
Catholic schools have a specific purpose to form students to be good
citizens of the world, love God and neighbor and enrich society with the
leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.

Vocations Week
November 7-13, 2021
The Diocese of Superior Vocations team has created a beautiful website
"Called North" (callednorth.org) check it out for ways to learn more about
vocations and ways to celebrate them. Remember to use your Vianney
Vocations lesson plans! If you'd like another copy of the registration code,
please contact Grace Geisler at ggeisler@catholicdos.org
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