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DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CALENDAR
The new Liturgical Calendar is available, click
title for calendar. For paper copies, contact Paul
Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.
ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE
The Office of Worship is again providing Advent
Communal Penance Service materials for parish
use. Click on the title for resources.
CLERGY VISION DAYS
DECEMBER 7, 2021
Clergy Vision Days have been scheduled through
December 2022 with Session I opening the
“Days”, Tuesday, December 7 from 3 p.m. – 4:30
p.m. Click on the title for more details.
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2021
This Solemnity falls on a Wednesday this year
and so is celebrated as a Holy Day of
Obligation. Note: unlike many other holy days
of obligation in the dioceses of the United States,
when December 8 falls on a Saturday or a
Monday it is observed as a Holy Day of
Obligation. It is only when December 8 falls on
a Sunday in Advent - which necessitates that the
date of the celebration be transferred from
December 8 to December 9 - that the obligation
for this Solemnity is dropped.
NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE
DECEMBER 8-9, 2021 (ENCLOSURE)
It was on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
in 1531, (then celebrated on December 9th), that
Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the
Americas and the Unborn, first appeared to St.
Juan Diego. The National Night of Prayer for
Life bridges these feasts. All nations of the world
are invited to participate, asking Our Blessed

Mother to protect Life and the Family; to renew
the Church, establish Peace, and inspire Courage
in the soul of our nation.
During the HOUR OF UNITY, 11 p.m. to
12 Midnight CST., all people will be united in
churches across the country and the world in
prayer to end abortion and restore God’s
blessings.
The National Night of Prayer for Life includes
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Holy
Rosary, prayer to St. Michael, silent prayer and
hymns. Contact the local priests, Pro-Life
Organizations, Knights of Columbus, and all
parish groups and inform others of this LifeSaving event.
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2021
This Solemnity is always observed as a Holy Day
of Obligation and may be fulfilled by attending
any Mass celebrated from the evening of Friday,
December 24 through Saturday, December 25.
For example, one may attend:
• Vigil Mass of the Nativity or
• Mass during the Night (celebrated at
any time) or
• Morning/afternoon/evening Masses on
December 25.
Which Mass is to be celebrated all day on
December 25, 2021?
This year, the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
falls on a Saturday and is immediately followed
on Sunday by the Feast of the Holy Family. In
cases of consecutive feast days, there are often
questions regarding which Mass is to be
celebrated on Saturday evening. For Christmas
and Holy Family in 2021, both are days of
precept (the latter because it falls on a Sunday),
but Christmas occupies a higher place on the
Table of Liturgical Days. Therefore, on the
evening of Saturday, December 25, the Nativity
Mass during the Day is celebrated with its
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accompanying readings from the Lectionary. (It
would be incorrect to celebrate Masses on the
evening of Saturday, December 25 using texts for
Holy Family.)
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY,
AND JOSEPH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021
Again, this year, the Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas) falls on a Saturday and is
immediately followed on Sunday by the Feast of
the Holy Family. On days such as these, there
are sometimes questions regarding the
fulfillment of the obligation to attend Mass. In
short, the prevailing view of many canon lawyers
is that each obligation (in this case, one for
Christmas and another for Holy Family) must be
fulfilled with a separate Mass. However, the
fulfillment of the Mass obligation does not
depend upon the Mass prayers and readings but
rather on the time of day at which one attends
Mass.
The obligation for Holy Family in 2021 may be
fulfilled by attending any Mass celebrated from
the evening of Saturday, December 25 through
Sunday, December 26.
For example, one may attend:
• Afternoon/evening Masses on
December 25 (even though the Mass
texts and readings will be for the
Nativity) or
• Morning/afternoon/evening Masses on
December 26.
In total, one must still attend two Masses, though
- one for each obligation. (Attendance at one
Mass may not count for both obligations at the
same time.)
SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2022
Because this Solemnity falls on a Saturday this
year, the obligation to attend Mass is dropped.
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION
OF UNBORN CHILDREN
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2022
In all the Dioceses of the United States of
America, January 22, 2022, shall be observed as
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a particular day of prayer for the full restoration
of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of
penance for violations to the dignity of the human
person committed through acts of abortion. The
liturgical celebrations for this day may be the
"Mass For Giving Thanks to God for the Gift of
Human Life” (no. 48/1 of the Masses and Prayers
for Various Needs and Occasions), celebrated
with white vestments, or the Mass “For the
Preservation of Peace and Justice” (no. 30 of the
Masses and Prayers for Various Needs and
Occasions), celebrated with violet vestments.
“A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a
prayer which will rise up throughout the world.
Through special initiatives and in daily prayer,
may an impassioned plea rise to God, the
Creator and lover of life, from every Christian
community, from every group and association,
from every family and from the heart of every
believer.” Evangelium vitae, 100
THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD RESOURCES
JANUARY 23, 2022
In his 2019 motu proprio, Aperuit illis, Pope
Francis declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time to be devoted to the celebration, study and
dissemination of the Word of God. Parish
resources are available by clicking on the title to
the USCCB website.
16TH ANNUAL MUSIC MINISTRY RETREAT AND
WORKSHOP
FEBRUARY 4 - 5, 2022
All pastoral musicians are invited to attend the
16th Annual Music Ministry Retreat and
Workshop, held at St. Joseph Church in
Amery. The presenters are Bonnie Faber and
Roger Stratton and will guide attendees toward
learning more about the liturgical musician’s role
of joyful servant as part of the worshipping
assembly.
Additional
information
and
registration flyers are available on the website by
clicking the title.
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MEN’S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 5-6, 2022
Click on the title for more information on the
Men’s Retreat, scheduled for February 5 & 6
at Heartwood Conference Center, Trego, WI.
The speaker/presenter is Peter Andrastek and
the theme is Called to Lead. The Retreat
begins at 8 a.m. on Saturday, February 5 and
ends on Sunday, February 6 at 12 p.m.
Registration begins December 1, 2021.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 19-20, 2022
Click on the title for more information on the
Women’s Retreat, scheduled for February 19
& 20 at Heartwood Conference Center, Trego,
WI. The speaker/presenter is Gina Loehr with
music by Aly Aleigha and the theme is The
Feminine Genius: Living Lives As Women of
God. The Retreat begins at 8 a.m. on Saturday,
February 19 and ends on Sunday, February 20
at 12 p.m. Registration opens online December
1, 2021.
CLERGY PRAYER CALENDARS
The Clergy Prayer Calendars included in the
monthly mailing/bulletin have been changed to
reflect alphabetical listing regardless of
whether the priests’ status is active, retired,
international, or other.

DECEMBER CLERGY BIRTHDAYS &
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
CLERGY BIRTHDAYS
12/05
12/07
12/08
12/12
12/17
12/18
12/27
12/28
12/29

REV. ROBERT K OSZAREK
DEACON GREGG MILLER
DEACON CHESTER BALL JR.
REV. SUNIL KUMAR THUMMA
REV. DAVID NEUSCHWANDER
DEACON RICHARD MEIER
REV. DENNIS MULLEN
DEACON JAMES CELBA
REV. JOSEPH RAJ ALLURI

CLERGY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES
12/16 DEACON HARVEY DROST
12/20 REV. JEROME D’SOUZA
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WORD OF LIFE: DECEMBER 2021
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these materials at any time!

FEATURED THIS MONTH…
Advent
The season of Advent is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to
preparing for the celebration of the Lord’s birth on Christmas and for Christ’s
second coming at the end of time. During this time of preparation and expectant
waiting, we also remember expectant mothers who are preparing for the birth of their
children. This Advent season, consider highlighting the article “10 Ways to Support
Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting.” (It is available in a variety of formats at
the bottom of this webpage.)

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Patronal feast day of the United States of America (December 8, 2021)
On December 8, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin. (This feast is also
a holy day of obligation for dioceses in the United States.) On
this feast, we celebrate Mary’s conception free from the stain of
Original Sin, and we recognize that Mary’s life began the
moment she was conceived in the womb of St. Anne. So, too,
does every human life begin at the moment of fertilization,
when it is lovingly knit together by God the Father.
The Immaculate Conception is sometimes confused with the
Annunciation. This bulletin insert can be used to help
differentiate these two important celebrations. On this
solemnity, consider praying Pope Francis’ Prayer for the
Immaculate Conception: “We are in need of your immaculate
gaze, to rediscover the ability to look upon persons and things
with respect and awareness.” You can also offer this prayer for
religious liberty. The front of the printed prayer card seeks the
intercession of Mary Immaculate.

View, download, and order the 2021-2022 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – December 2021

Intercessions for Life
December 5th
May God help us prepare the way of the Lord
by acting with tenderness and compassion,
especially toward the most vulnerable among us;
We pray to the Lord:

Second Sunday of Advent

December 8th
For women who are unexpectedly pregnant:
May they be filled with trust in God’s providence
and lovingly welcome the gift of their child;
We pray to the Lord:

Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

December 12th
For all victims of human trafficking:
That they may find hope and healing
in the Lord who proclaims liberty to captives
and release to prisoners;
We pray to the Lord:

Third Sunday of Advent

December 19th
For all parents awaiting the birth of their child:
May they look to the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph
and follow their example
of cherishing and protecting human life;
We pray to the Lord:

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 25th
For all Christians:
May the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ
awaken in our hearts wonder
at the precious gift of every child;
We pray to the Lord:

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

December 26th
For all families:
That as the domestic Church,
they may pursue holiness,
pass on the faith, and persevere in love;
We pray to the Lord:

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

View, download, and order the 2021-2022 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – December 2021

Bulletin Quotes
December 5th
“Jesus calls each of us to ‘care for the other as a person for whom God has
made us responsible’ (EV 87). …The encyclical The Gospel of Life
recognizes the full range of threats against human life, from poverty and
malnutrition to murder and war. Particular emphasis, however, is placed on
threats to life at its beginning and end—precisely when it is most in need of
protection. In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and those
approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the ‘least of these’ in
our world’s estimation.”
*Excerpt from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights
reserved.

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
respectlife.org/live-the-gospel-of-life

Download

December 12th
“O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a state of slavery;
Intercede with God on their behalf so that they will be released from their
chains of captivity.
Those whom man enslaves, let God set free.”
USCCB , “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita”

Download

December 19th
“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. As someone
who has been there, I encourage you to support your friend in her new
journey of being a mother.” Learn ten tips at respectlife.org/support-her.
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”
Order | Download

December 26th
“Like every other human family, the Holy Family had to confront real and
concrete challenges. Yet, ‘in every situation, Joseph declared his own ‘fiat’’
(PC 3). His ‘yes’ to the Lord meant that regardless of the hardship and
personal sacrifice to himself, he consistently chose to put the needs of Mary
and Jesus before his own. Joseph’s devotion helps reveal to us our own call to
show special care for the lives of those whom God has entrusted to us.”
*Excerpts from Patris corde, © 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
2021 Respect Life Reflection

Read | Download

View, download, and order the 2021-2022 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE - December 2021
Bulletin Art
You are welcome to use these and other downloadable images from the online Respect Life image
gallery, provided they are not altered in any way, other than the size. Thank you!

Sunday, December 5th, 2021
Featuring “Live the Gospel of Life”
• Graphic
• Bulletin Insert

Sunday, December 19th, 2021
Featuring “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting”
• Bulletin Box

Sunday, December 26th, 2021
Featuring “St. Joseph: Faithful Protector of Mother and Child”
•
•

Graphic
Reflection

View, download, and order the 2021-2022 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
December 2021
Thursday

12/02/21

PRINCIPAL MEETING (virtual)
Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org

Sunday

12/05/21

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Tuesday

12/07/21
3-4:30p

CLERGY VISION DAYS (virtual)
Session 1: Our New Apostolic Movement
Presenter: Msgr. James Shea
Contact Grace Geisler: 715-234-5044; ggeisler@catholicdos.org

Wednesday

12/08/21

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Wednesday - 12/08/21Thursday
12/09/21

32nd ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE

FridaySaturday

12/10/2112/11/21

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
Course #5: Building Community
Location: St. Anthony de Padua Parish Hall, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

Sunday

12/12/21

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Friday

12/17/21

POPE FRANCIS’ 84th BIRTHDAY

Sunday

12/19/21

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Wednesday

12/22/21

DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSE AT 11:30 a.m.

Thursday

12/23/21

DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSED
In observance of Christmas Eve

Friday

12/24/21

CHRISTMAS EVE
Diocesan offices closed.

Saturday

12/25/21

CHRISTMAS DAY – Holy Day of Obligation

Wednesday

12/29/21

DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSE AT 11:30 a.m.

Thursday

12/30/21

DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSED
In observance of New Year’s Eve

Friday

12/31/21

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Diocesan offices closed.

November 30, 2021

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
January 2022
Saturday

01/01/22

NEW YEAR’S DAY
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God;
Not celebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation;

FridaySaturday

01/14/2201/15/22

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
Course #6: Stewardship and Ethical Decision-Making
Location: St. Anthony de Padua Church Hall, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

TuesdayMonday

01/18/2201/25/22

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

WednesdaySunday

01/19/2201/23/22

MARCH FOR LIFE PILGRIMAGE
Contact Chris Hurtubise: 715-234-5044; churtubise@catholicdos.org

Saturday

01/22/22

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION
OF UNBORN CHILDREN

Tuesday

01/25/22
9:30a
10a-3p

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
Registration
Session: Ministry from Afar
Location: St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

SaturdaySunday

01/30/2202/06/22

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Theme: Faith. Excellence. Service.
Contact Grace Geisler: 715-234-5044; ggeisler@catholicdos.org

November 30, 2021

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
December 2021
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2021 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F-28

F-29

PRIESTS
Anthony, Very Rev. Aloysius Royan
Supervising Pastor: Holy Family, Bayfield; St. Ann, Cornucopia;
St. Francis, Red Cliff; St. Louis, Washburn

Add
Add

PRIESTS
Laski, Rev. Adam J.

Change

715-736-3109

November 24, 2021

December 2021

Impact
Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Twists and turns. Rocky places. Uphill climbs.
We all have those moments in life, in which the road that we travel seems too
long, when the valleys are just too deep, the hills too steep to climb. We all meet
obstacles on the path of life and faith, some of our own making or the result of
the actions of another, and some simply a product of the circumstances of our
lives. At times, it is difficult for us to acknowledge the pain, confusion, and grief
that fills our hearts; at other times, we run from the truth of self-destructive or
self-centered ways with which we struggle. It may feel that God is far away and
absent from us at the very moment we need him most. We long for wholeness,
peace, justice, healing, mercy.

Straight paths. Valleys filled. Mountains made low.
Advent helps us remember that God desires so deeply to be near to us that he

Impact this month
This month, reflect on your life and your
journey of faith at this time. Pause each day
to notice the ways in which God is present to
you in prayer, in the Eucharist and
sacraments, through the love and care of
others, and in those who need to know
Christ’s mercy through you.
What steep challenges do you face that feel
like mountains that you must climb?

sent his Son to be one with us. In God’s vision for the world, there is no distance
between us and God. Nothing is beyond the great love of God, found in the
Christ-child for whom we wait in this Advent time. “For God has commanded that
every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be

What valleys and dark places are you
traversing?

filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.” (Bar
5:1-9)

Prepare the way.
Advent is a season for new beginnings. Our reflections in Advent lead us to
recognize our great need for God. In Advent, we prepare the way of the Lord in
our hearts and lives, with deep recognition that the Lord is here, and that in God’s
time, the Lord will come in glory. With the increasing light of the Advent wreath
each week, we lift our eyes to the the face of God, and find in God’s loving gaze
all that we need.

Share Christ’s love.
Advent is also a time to alleviate the hunger, loneliness, and desperation of
others through our stewardship of our many gifts and blessings, our resources,
and compassion. May all know Christ’s love more profoundly in this sacred season.

www.CatholicLifeandFaith.net

What or who helps you to know that the
Lord journeys with you?

How will you prepare the way of the Lord in
this Advent season?

The Lord is here.
The Lord will come.
©Catholic Life and Faith, 2021

Good news of great joy!
Christ is born.

Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

The message of
Christmas

We who have walked in darkness have seen a
great light.

“The message of Christmas makes us

For the shepherds who were in the field, it was just an ordinary night in which they

recognize the darkness of a closed
world, and thereby no doubt illustrates
a reality that we see daily. Yet it also
tells us that God does not allow
Himself to be shut out. He finds a
space, even if it means entering
through a stable; there are people who
see his light and pass it on. Through
the word of the Gospel, the angel also
speaks to us, and in the sacred liturgy
the light of the redeemer enters our
lives. Whether we are shepherds or

took turns watching for predators, listening for threats to their flock and themselves.
That night, like every night, they hoped they would get some rest and that the dawn
would find them safe, with all the sheep accounted for. They surely were not
expecting messengers of God announcing the birth of the Christ-child. In their
wildest dreams they had not imagined the glory of God shining around them. Is it
any wonder the angel felt it necessary to tell them not to be afraid?
We go about our ordinary days and nights, our lives often filled with activity with little
time to ponder the larger things in life. We have our routines and rarely deviate from
them, feeling a kind of security in the repetition. We sometimes forget that Christ is
with us, and frankly do not often expect an in-breaking of God’s glory and grace. And
yet, God’s grace abounds. We are surrounded by divine light, if only we have eyes to
see it and hearts to perceive it.

‘wise men’ the light and its message

We recognize fear of the Lord - awe - as a gift of the Holy Spirit. This fear rightly

calls us to set out, to leave the narrow

shakes us when we encounter Christ’s presence, when we are filled with the sense

circle or our desires and interests, to go

that God is with us, greater than our hearts, bigger than any circumstance we face in

out to meet the Lord and worship him.

our lives. When filled with awe, we may sense the presence of the holy messengers

We worship him by opening the world
to truth, to good, to Christ, to the
service of those who are marginalized
and in whom he awaits us.”
— Benedict XVI, 2007

For more: facebook.com/faithimpactslife

of God, the angels, saying, “do not be afraid.” Likewise, we may find ourselves
fearful when we face tasks for which we do not feel equipped, life challenges which
appear larger than our capacity to handle. Again, hear the angels cry, “do not be
afraid.” We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. Let us not be
afraid. Let our lives bear witness to the glory of God which surrounds us, the grace in
which we stand.

©Catholic Life and Faith, 2021

INTERCEDE

experience the joy, hope, and peace brought by
the infant Jesus. And may we, too, share in and
bear witness to the miracle of new life.

ACT (choose one)
• On December 8, the Church celebrates the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Offer Pope Francis’ Prayer
for the Immaculate Conception for the featured
intention: usccb.org/prayers/pope-francis-prayerimmaculate-conception.

PRAY
Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory Be

REFLECT
Each year during Advent, we prepare our hearts to
celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior at
Christmas. As we anticipate this joyful celebration,
we recall the journey of the Holy Family from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. Far from home, poor, and
in great need, Mary and Joseph find refuge in a
simple stable. But this humble setting among the
livestock soon welcomes the heavenly host of
angels and the infant Jesus himself.
Today, women in our own communities are
pregnant, poor, perhaps without a home, and in
great need. They may feel alone, scared, and
overwhelmed, not knowing where to turn. In
challenging circumstances, expectant mothers need
a refuge of their own. Like the Holy Family, they
may be reliant on the kindness of others. Today,
may the story of the first Christmas inspire us to
reach out to mothers in need. May we proactively
seek to offer loving support and encouragement as
they prepare to welcome their children. By
answering this call, may we help mothers

• Contact your local pregnancy resource center or
diocesan/parish pregnancy support ministry. Ask
about ways you can help, such as volunteering or
donating baby items.
• Offer some other sacrifice or prayer that you feel
called to do for the featured intention.

ONE STEP FURTHER
Learn more about how you can support mothers
by following @walkingwithmoms on Instagram!

DID YOU KNOW?
The Immaculate Conception celebrates the
conception of Mary in the womb of St. Anne
without the stain of original sin. This solemnity is
sometimes confused with the Annunciation, in
which the Church celebrates the conception of
Jesus in the womb of the Blessed Mother. While
it’s important to understand this distinction, both
celebrations highlight the beauty and goodness of
God’s gift of new life. Learn more:
bit.ly/Immaculate-Conception.

